
Love fi nds a way
In honor of National Marriage Week, 
learn about a couple whose marriage has 
survived the odds. ....................PAGE 6
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Students take ownership
Dickinson Trinity Catholic School stu-
dents are encouraged to see the leader 
within themselves ....................PAGE 7

Montessori method proves 
successful at Christ the King School

In the fall of 2016, Christ 
the King Elementary School 
in Mandan implemented 
the fi rst Montessori-based 
program in the diocesan 
Catholic schools. The unique 
approach to early education 
has proven to be a good fi t.

Students ages 3 to 6 
participate in the program 
with 40 children enrolled—
20 students in two classroom 
environments. 

“The biggest strengths 
of the Montessori method 
for the intellectual 
development of the child 

are a keen awareness of 
the developmental stage of 
each child, and freedom of 
choice given to the child,” 
Fr. Schneider, pastor at 
Christ the King, explained. 
“Rather than all children 
progressing together through 
a curriculum, the Montessori 
curriculum is in the materials 
in the room. The adult 
guide pays attention to how 
each child is developing, 
and connects him to the 
appropriate materials at the 
right time to meet his or 

Continued on page 8
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This month of February will 
mark two very important 
annual observances in 

the life of our Church. Both 
observances focus our prayers, 
attention and activity on the 
beautiful and unique vocation of 
true marriage.

National Marriage Week 
will be observed from Feb. 7 
to Feb. 14 and World Marriage 
Sunday will be observed this 

year on Sunday, Feb. 12. These 
two observances give us all 
the opportunity to celebrate 
liturgically the gift and blessing 
of marriage, as well as to affirm 
and support our engaged and 
married couples.  

Promoting and strengthening 
true marriage must continue to 
be our priority in this Diocese. 
When we have strong, faithfully 
holy marriages and families, 
our Church is better able to live 
the Gospel of life, our Diocese 
experiences a continued growth 
in vocations to the priesthood 
and consecrated life, our 
Catholic schools are better 
able to assist our parents and 
families in Catholic religious 
education, and our ministries 
to those in need better serve the 
poor because spouses and their 
children give of their time and 
talents to assist us.

So, you see marriage, both 
as a natural institution and 
as a Catholic sacrament, is an 
irreplaceable and a necessary 
good for our Church, our society 
and for all people. Last year, 
2016, in the United States 

we began using the revised 
translation of The Order of 
Celebrating Matrimony. One 
of the many benefits of our 
priests using this revised text 
is the inclusion of a blessing to 
be used for engaged couples, 
and another blessing to be used 
for married couples on their 
wedding anniversary. Both 
blessings remind the couples 
and all of us that marriage is a 
God-given vocation to a woman 
and a man for the salvation of 
their souls and that of their 
children; but it is also to be at 
the service of society especially 
through the example of the real 
fidelity of wife and husband 
to each other. Their married 
life stands as a living witness 
to the fruits of permanent, 
faithful love, and that true and 
life-long commitment is never 
impossible.

While these two annual 
observances occur during one 
week in the month of February, 
our commitment to true married 
life and to supporting our 
engaged and married couples is 
a year-round effort. To be called 
by God to the married vocation 
is not every person’s vocation, 
but every person has parents 
and a family. It is here that 
each of us first learned about 
true love and its demand to be 
shared freely and unreservedly 
with others. It is here that we 
begin to experience the presence 
of God in our lives and, like 
the young boy Samuel, where 
we learn to say yes to God not 
because we have to, but because 
we want to.

Let us all now and every day 
pray for all who are married 
and who are engaged to be 
married. Only with God’s grace 
can two good people say yes to 
this gift and then live their lives 
no longer as two but one new 
person in Him. 

Bishop  David D. Kagan
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Renew our commitment to true married life
•

BISHOP’S 
SCHEDULE 

FEBRUARY 2017
FROM THE BISHOP

Bishop David D. Kagan

Feb. 1 • Catholic Schools
Week Know Your
Faith competition, St.
Mary’s Central High
School, Bismarck,
11:30 a.m.

Feb. 1 • Catholic Schools
Week Mass, Church
of St. Anne, Bismarck,
8:45 a.m.

Feb. 2 • Catholic Schools
Week Mass, Cathedral
of the Holy Spirit,
Bismarck, 9 a.m.

Feb. 3 • Catholic Schools
Week Mass, Bishop
Ryan High School,
1:30 p.m.

Feb. 12 • Confi rmation at the
Church of Queen of
Peace, Dickinson,
10 a.m. MT

Feb. 16 • Kenrick-Glennon
Seminary Board of
Directors Meeting,
St. Louis, MO

Feb. 19 • Confi rmation at the
Church of St. John the
Baptist, Trenton, 
11 a.m.

Feb. 20 • Real Presence Radio
Banquet, Ramkota
hotel, Bismarck,
6:30 p.m.

Feb. 21 • Real Presence Radio
interview, 9 a.m.

• Presbyteral Council
meeting, Chancery,
Bismarck, 10 a.m.

Feb. 22 • Directors Staff 
Meeting, Center for
Pastoral Ministry,
9:15 a.m.

Feb. 23-27 • Visit to the North 
American College, 
Rome, Italy

Photo by Deacon Joe Krupinsky
Bishop Kagan greets those in attendance at the annual Bismarck-Mandan Serra Club 
gathering over the holidays. The gathering is held to honor those in formation for the 
priesthood and religious life for the diocese, their parents, and active and retired priests. 
Diocesan seminarian Nick Vetter (at right) was among the many seminarians who 
attended.

March 1 is
Ash Wednesday
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The annual Giving Hearts Day is 
a chance to double your donation 
with matching dollars—a rare 
chance to double your money.

The annual one-day event 
is Thursday, Feb. 9. The 24-
hour online fundraising day for 
qualifying non-profi t organizations 
in North Dakota will mark its 10th 
year. It is co-hosted by Dakota 
Medical Foundation, Impact 
Foundation and the Alex Stern 
Family Foundation.

Donations can be made at www.
impactgiveback.org and gifts are 
matched by the Dakota Medical 
Foundation and other donors. 
Each donation is tax-deductible. 

Last year, gifts totaling more 
than $8.3 million in 37,139 
individual donations for 326 
organizations were received in 
online donations, as match funds 
or incentive—the highest year to 
date of the campaign. More than 
$30.9 million has been raised 

through nine consecutive Giving 
Hearts Day events.

Participating organizations 
range in size and mission, from 
nursing education programs 
to rural hospitals, hospice 
programs and region-wide food 
distribution programs that end 
hunger. They span from the 
western border of North Dakota to 
charities approximately 100 miles 
into western Minnesota.

Assumption Abbey, Badlands 
Choice Clinic, Badlands Ministries, 
Catholic Charities North Dakota, 
Dakota Hope Clinic, Dickinson 
Catholic Schools, FirstChoice 
Clinic, Home On The Range, Light 
of Christ Catholic Schools, Sacred 
Heart Benedictine Foundation, 
and St. Gianna’s Maternity Home 
are among the more than 350 
organizations participating in this 
year’s event. Visit the website for a 
complete list of participating non-
profi ts.

History of the event
According to the Dakota 

Medical Foundation website, 
Giving Hearts Day was started 
in 2008 by the Foundation and 
Impact Foundation as the region’s 
fi rst one-day “virtual” fundraising 
event. Giving Hearts Day raised 
$325,000 for local charities 
in 2008, its fi rst year. Online 
donations topped the million-

dollar mark in 2011.
While Giving Hearts Day is 

regional, ten percent of donations 
come from across the United 
States. The $8.3 million raised 
last year is now at work improving 
health, stocking pantry shelves for 
the hungry, providing shelter for 
the homeless, funding great arts 
performances, providing mentors 
for at-risk kids and, in countless 
other ways, making life richer for 

everyone in our region.
All Giving Hearts Day 

organizations meet participation 
requirements, including 
attendance at Impact Institute 
fundraising training and 
commitment to other performance 
and accountability standards. 
Each participant is a 501(c)3 
or a charitable fund hosted 
by a qualifi ed IRS nonprofi t 
organization. 

Find your match on Giving Hearts Day

A Mass for us all to gather and pray for those suffering 
with infertility, and a chance for community. If you are 

struggling with infertility, you are not alone!

About Hannah:

Hannah is a biblical figure 
whose story of yearning
for a child can be found in
1 Samuel 1. She endured many 
hardships: the women living 
around her constantly teased 
her and treated her as less 
than them because she seemed 
unable to have children, and 
when the priest Eli found her 
in the temple, she was praying 
and weeping so much she was 
accused of being drunk! And 
yet, it was God’s plan that 
she was granted to conceive 
Samuel, who became a great prophet for the Lord. In her joy 
she later exclaimed: “I have swallowed up my enemies; I rejoice 
in your victory. There is no Holy One like the Lord; there is no 
Rock like our God.” (1 Samuel 2:1-2) May we have the hope 
and faith of Hannah that God’s will, which is always for our 
good and happiness, will reign in our lives.

Monday, February 13, 6 p.m.
Celebrated by Bishop David D. Kagan

at Cathedral of the Holy Spirit

Hannah’s
  Hope Mass

The Discalced Carmelite Nuns living near Hague ask everyone to join 
with them in praying this novena. There are many needs for which to offer 
it: personal needs, family needs, conversions of loved ones, etc. Originally, 
Jesus revealed His desire that devotion to His Holy Face be propagated 
in order that reparation be made for the sins of one particular nation 
(France) back in 1846; it has been suggested that Devotion to the Holy Face 
will therefore be very effective in calling down the mercy of God upon 
our country now - in our time. Jesus has even given nine promises to those 
who are devoted to His Holy Face.

Prayer requests may be sent to: Carmel of the Holy Face of Jesus, 
2051 91st Street SE, Hague, N.D. 58542 or by calling their prayer line 
at (701) 336-7907. Go to www.carmeloftheholyface.com for more 
information.

Novena Prayer 
O Lord Jesus Christ, in presenting ourselves before Your adorable Face, to ask 
of You the graces of which we stand most in need, (here mention the grace or 
favor you desire) we beseech You, above all to give us that interior  disposition 
of never refusing at any time 
to do what You require of us 
by Your holy commandments 
and Your divine inspirations. 

O good Jesus, Who hast 
said:  “Ask and you shall 
receive, seek and you shall 
fi nd, knock and it shall be 
opened to you,”  give us, O 
Lord, that faith which obtains 
all, or supply in us what may 
be defi cient. Be merciful to 
us, O God, and reject not 
our prayers when, amid our 
affl ictions, we call upon Your 
Holy Name and seek with love 
and confi dence Your adorable 
Face.

PROTECTING OUR CHILDREN
The Diocese of Bismarck is fi rmly committed to the health 

and protection of our children, young people and vulnerable 
adults. With the hope of healing the pain and suff ering from 
sexual abuse in the Catholic Church, we encourage anyone who 
has suff ered from this abuse to please come forward and let us 
know. To report allegations of sexual abuse, please contact: Dale 
Eberle, Chancellor, Diocese of Bismarck, PO Box 1575, Bismarck, 
ND  58502-1575.  Phone: 701.223.1347 or 1.877.405.7435. The 
complaint form and policies can be found on the diocesan web 
site at http://www.bismarckdiocese.com.

CODE OF PASTORAL CONDUCT
The Catholic Church must be exemplary: Clergy, staff , 

whether diocesan or parish, and volunteers are held 
accountable for their behavior.  To enable the highest level 
of accountability, there must be a clear and unambiguous 
defi nition of appropriate behavior. To this end, this Code 
of Pastoral Conduct is defi ned for the Diocese of Bismarck 
and it provides a foundation for implementing eff ective and 
enforceable standards for all personnel. View the Code of 
Pastoral Conduct at http://www.bismarckdiocese.com.
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The public is invited to a public 
lecture series entitled “History of 
Science and Medicine” held at the 
University of Mary.

Presentations began Jan. 11 and 
continue through April. All are 
held Mondays, Wednesday, and 
Fridays at 3 p.m. in Harold Miller 
Center 001 on the university 
campus. 

The talks are free and open to 
the public. Lectures are presented 
by various instructors and medical 
professionals including Dr. Ray 
Gruby, local retired orthopedic 
surgeon, and Dr. Joseph Stuart, 
who heads the History program 
at the University of Mary and 
teaches classes in Catholic Studies. 
Other presenters include: Fr. 
Robert Shea, Ann Brodeur, Donald 

Bungum, Renaud Gauthier, Travis 
Wolf, David Ronderos, Christine 
Fleishacker, Michael Lares, 
Krystyna Gorzelska, Daniel Barr, 
Stacey Hutzenbiler, Jodi Roller, 
Lauren Emmel, and James Link.

Topics range from historic to 
cultural issues, such as “Islamic 
Medicine” presented by University 
of Mary History Professor Ann 
Brodeur on Jan. 30 to “Nursing in 
Nazi Germany” held April 3 with 
Dr. Gruby and Stacey Hutzenbiler, 
registered nurse and University 
faculty member.

There is a great deal of divisive 
public controversy over the 
moral, ethical, and legal issues 
of euthanasia. Father Robert 
Shea, Dr. Ray Gruby and Physical 
Therapist Jodi Roller will be 

offering a lecture on the issues 
surrounding this controversial 
topic on April 7.

Another topic for discussion is 
how medicine fi ts into the topics 
of faith and reason. Dr. Gruby, 

Physical Therapists Jodi Roller 
and Lauren Emmel, and Clinical 
Psychologist Dr. James Link will 
be tackling this subject on the fi nal 
two lectures of the series on April 
19 and 21. 

Public invited to lecture series at University of Mary
Presentations from January through April

January (remaining lectures)
27:  Health Care in the Early 
Church
30:  Islamic Medicine

February 
  1: The Medieval Hospital
  3: Galileo
  6: Galileo
  8: Descartes
10: Robert Boyle on Scientifi c 

Method
13: Philosophy, Mathematics, 

and the Scientifi c 
Revolution

15: Faith and Reason in Geology 
and Paleontology

17: Over-view of Darwin’s Work
22: Darwin’s Voyage
24: Darwin’s Discoveries in the 

Galapagos Islands
27: The Galapagos Islands and 

Evolution

March 
  1: Origin of Species
  6: Origin of Species
  8: Student Debate: “Charles 

Darwin was a Great 
Scientist.”

10: Overview

13: Dr. Alexis Carrel and 
Unexplained Medical Cures

15: Science, Miracles, and the 
Lourdes Medical Bureau

17: The Origins of Racial 
Hygiene

20: The “New Ethics” and 
Political Biology

22: The Sterilization Law and 
“Lives not Worth Living”

24: Dr. Friedrich Mennecke
27: Chemistry and the “Final 

Solution”
29: Medical Experimentation 

and Human Beings
31: Heroic Resistance: Cardinal 

von Galen and Sophie 
Scholl

April
  3: Nursing in Nazi Germany
  5: Euthanasia in Germany and 

Medical Ethics in WWII
  7: Euthanasia Today
10: Future of Biomedicine and 

Biotechnology
12: Kurt Gödel
19: Faith and Reason in 

Medicine I
21: Faith and Reason in 

Medicine II

Lecture Series Schedules

 St. Mary’s Grade School
 807 E. Thayer Ave.

 Cathedral of the H oly Spirit 
 Elementary School

 508 Raymond St.

 Saint Anne Sc hool
 1315 North 13th St.

 Light of Christ Academy
 St. Mary’s Central High School

 1025 N. 2nd St.

 Call 354- 7067 to schedule a private 
 tour at any school or begin the 

 application process online now at

 lightofchristschools.org

 Mark your calendar for the
 Light of Christ Academy Open House!

 Thursday, March 16
 6:30-7:30 pm • 1025 N. 2nd St.

 Registration for the 2017-2018 
 school year is NOW OPEN!

 Light of Christ Catholic Schools is a community of families with a strong 
 conviction in the importance of high quality, faith-filled education.

 We offer Pre-K (ages 3-5), Kindergarten and grades 1-5 for the 
 three elementary schools, grades 6-8 at the Light of Christ 

 Academy and grades 9-12 at St. Mary’s Central High School.
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By Amanda Evinger
For some married couples, the 

mere sight of a precious child 
can bring mixed feelings, and 
even a sense of angst. As they 
strive to fulfi ll their vocation, they 
long for children, but it just isn’t 
happening. Providentially, God the 
merciful Father looks down upon 
their aching hearts and does what 
He can, through the resources of 
His Church and the kindness of 
His people, to help them.

Thankfully, our diocese has a 
genuine concern for those who 
struggle to conceive. On Monday, 
Feb. 13 at 6 p.m., “Hannah’s 
Hope” Mass is being offered at the 
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit for 
couples having trouble conceiving. 
The event is being organized by 
the Offi ce of Family Ministry, 
with the assistance of Respect 
Life and Natural Family Planning 
Coordinator Christie Collins. 
Registration for the Mass can 
be found on the diocese website 
at www.bismarckdiocese.com/
hope. In the future, the diocese 
would like to build a community 
of support for those who are 
struggling with infertility.

“Just like Hannah (in the Old 
Testament) brought her heavy and 
pleading heart to the Lord in the 

temple when she was childless, 
we bring our suffering and the 
deep desires of our heart to the 
Lord surrounded by the loving 
support of our community in the 
Hannah’s Hope Mass,” Christie 
said. “Infertility is a diffi cult and 
often un-acknowledged cross with 
many spiritual burdens. This Mass 
is really a chance for all of us to 
show our support to those who 
suffer from infertility or secondary 
infertility, reinforcing in them how 
integral they and their continued 
gift of self and suffering are to our 
community of faith as we lift them 
up in prayer.”

One couple’s story
Dr. Scott and Lindsay Cleveland 

are an example of a couple in 
our diocese who struggled with 
infertility, and found Natural 
Family Planning (NFP) to be of 
great help along their journey. 

“When our fi rst child was about 
18 months old, we hoped to have a 
second child, but a year and a half 
passed without us conceiving,” 
Lindsay said. “I tried to track my 
cycle using a sympto-thermal 
method, but found it diffi cult to 
maintain the consistent sleep 
cycle needed for accurate waking 
temperatures. I have an irregular 

cycle that was unintelligible to me. 
After a year and a half without 
conceiving, I realized it would be 
good to ask friends to pray for 
us. One friend recommended the 
Creighton Model FertilityCare 
System (CrMS). I looked into 
it and found that there were 
practitioners at our parish. We 
met with one and began using the 
CrMS.”

A little over four months after 
they began using CrMS, they were 
blessed with a healthy pregnancy. 
The CrMS uses standardized 
observations and charting of 
biological markers that indicate 
when a woman is naturally fertile. 
The CrMS focuses on just one 
sign of fertility, namely cervical 
mucous, and makes fi ne-grained 
distinctions between the instances 
of that sign throughout a woman’s 
cycle. 

“I found the detailed focus 
on just one sign—a sign that did 
not depend upon maintaining 
a certain sleep cycle, but only 
on habitual observations of my 
body—as well as the regular 
meetings with our practitioner in 
order to confi rm I was correctly 
using the model gave me 
confi dence in what I was observing 
and in knowing I was doing what 
I could to understand my cycle,” 
Lindsay commented.

CrMS is helpful not only for 
those with a fertility pattern that is 
diffi cult to read, but also for those 
who have a predictable pattern, 
but are unable to conceive. The 
CrMS also enables couples to 
determine if there is an underlying 
health problem that is hindering 
conception and offers solutions.

Trusting in God’s timing
In light of their struggle, 

Lindsay and Scott gained helpful 
spiritual insight along the way.

“While achieving pregnancy 
depends upon both members of 
a couple, it also depends upon 
God who creates human souls,” 
explained Lindsay. “So, it is good 
for couples to remember that they 
can and should do their part, but 
that God’s will and timing may be 
different than what they desire or 
pursue. Once I was assured that I 
was doing all I could do, I found it 
easier to rest content in the loving 
and providential care of our Lord 
and to pray, while continuously 
asking for the gift of a child, ‘not 
my will, but Thine be done.’”

Time and time again, the 

Clevelands have been grateful for 
God’s answers to their prayers, 
and the love His people showed 
them in the midst of their trial. 

“It was very helpful to share our 
struggle to conceive with family, 
friends, and our priest and then 
to know that they were praying 
for us,” Lindsay said. “We also 
discovered that we knew many 
couples who were also struggling 
or had formerly struggled to 
conceive. I found it helpful to 
be honest with God about the 
struggle. Spending time in prayer, 
especially at daily Mass and 
adoration, enabled me to draw 
near to God in my sorrow and 
to receive His love, rather than 
turning inward and feeling alone.”

Scott also had some wisdom to 
share from a man’s point-of-view. 

“The journey was one of 
suffering through a long time of 
uncertainty. There were many 
potential factors involved and 
it is daunting to try to judge the 
relevance of each and address 
them all,” he said “There is a 
balance to be struck between, on 
the one hand, fi nding a healthy 
detachment given that complete 
control over the situation is 
unreasonable and, on the other 
hand, avoiding despair and giving 
up.”

Source of peace
And, in the end, trusting in God 

and in their love for one another 
was the only authentic source of 
peace for the Clevelands.

“There is a common quote 
that states, ‘Pray as if everything 
depends on God, work as if 
everything depends on you,’” 
Scott said. “Applied to the case 
of infertility, I think the fi rst part 
exhorts us to seek a peaceful trust 
in God that resigns the situation 
to Divine Providence. The second 
part exhorts us to avoid apathy 
and patiently continue to try 
to fi nd solutions as far as is 
reasonable. Also, it is important 
for a husband to remember to 
love his wife as Christ loves the 
Church and that includes suffering 
with her. While infertility can be a 
source of tension between spouses, 
shared suffering can also be an 
opportunity to grow in love for one 
another.”

Editor’s note: On Jan. 9, as 
this issue of the Dakota Catholic 
Action went to press, Lindsay and 
Scott welcomed a baby boy to 
their family.

Photo credit: Frugal Fotos 
Scott, Lindsay, and Mariam Cleveland. 

Keeping hope alive in the midst of infertility
Couple shares their experience on the path to parenthood

When it 
comes to 
the painful 
spiritual 
struggle that 
Catholics who 
have infertility 
issues 
experience, 
Fr. Russell 
Kovash, Pastor of St. Joseph’s 
Parish in Williston, offered 
plenty of helpful advice. 

“The very fi rst thing I would 
tell a couple struggling with 
infertility is that they should not 
lose hope,” he said. “With God 
all things are possible. I know 
many stories of people who 
went years without conceiving 
and doctors told them it just 
wasn’t going to happen. And 
yet, it did. God’s ways are not 
our ways, and His timing isn’t 
always our timing.”

And, thanks to the rich 
treasure chest of Catholicism, 
infertile couples have access to 
special prayers, sacramentals, 
and other spiritual helps to 
carry them through their 
darkest moments. 

“There are several novenas 
for achieving a pregnancy,” Fr. 
Kovash noted. “There is one 
from St. Pope John Paul II that 
I like to give out, and there are 
other ones you can fi nd online. 
The patron saint of motherhood 
is St. Gerard Majella, so I would 
encourage couples to ask for his 
intercession.” 

    Furthermore, Fr. Kovash 
said he encourages the couples 
to see the deeper meaning 
behind their challenges, and 
give them to God with a pure, 
trusting heart.

“I advise infertile couples to 
not only keep praying, but to 

also offer up their sufferings. 
It’s a lot easier to live ones’ faith 
when all is smooth sailing, but 
it is a lot more diffi cult when it 
involves the cross. However, it 
is tremendously pleasing to God 
when we are fi ghting the good 
fi ght!”

On a practical level, there are 
various methods the Church 
has approved of that can greatly 
assist an infertile couple in 
achieving a pregnancy. There 
are also methods the Church 
does not approve of, keeping 
the best interest of the couple 
and sound moral choices in 
mind.

“The Creighton Method of 
NFP has been extraordinary 
in helping infertile couples to 
achieve a healthy pregnancy,” 
Fr. Kovash said. “In addition, 
the Pope Paul IV Institute in 
Omaha, Nebraska, is also there 
to help struggling couples 
in amazing ways, as well as 
the resources on the website 
catholicinfertility.org.” 

On the fl ip side, there are a 
number of practices that the 
Church deems morally wrong, 
such as in vitro fertilization 
(IVF).    

“The Church disapproves of 
some of the current ‘fertility’ 
practices out there because 
they go against several core 
teachings of the Church—they 
do not respect the dignity of 
human life, and do not allow 
conception to occur when 
married spouses are in the 
sexual act,” Fr. Kovash says. 
“The main standard that 
the Church uses to deem a 
conception practice moral or 
immoral is whether or not 
one is assisting nature or 
attempting to replace it.”

Spiritual struggle of infertility

Fr. Russell Kovash
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Editor’s note: National 
Marriage Week is Feb. 7-14 
and World Marriage Sunday is 
Sunday, Feb. 12. As we celebrate 
the gift and blessing of marriage, 
the following story reminds 
us that a marriage built on a 
foundation of Christ can survive 
seemingly insurmountable odds.

By Patti Armstrong
Like any married couple still 

in love after 54 years, Larry and 
Marilyn Suchy cast a warm glow 
when they are together.

Their story, however, is not one 
of complete marital bliss, but one 
that shows how dramatically God’s 
grace can heal. It can even take a 
divorced couple with one spouse 
having served time in federal 
prison and end up renewing their 
marriage. In that way, they are a 
model couple—models of faith, 
forgiveness, hope, and love.  

One evening, around their 
kitchen table in Bismarck, Larry 
and Marilyn shared their story.

Larry graduated from Mandan 
High School in 1958 and went on 
to the University of North Dakota 
in Grand Forks, but had to quit 
after being diagnosed with Crohn’s 
Disease. Marilyn graduated from 
St. Mary’s High School in 1959. 
Their paths crossed one evening 
while “cruising” Main Street.

A couple of weeks later at a 
party, they met again. Marilyn had 
caught Larry’s eye. They dated that 
summer of 1959 and Larry often 
joined Marilyn for Mass. Then, 
they parted ways. She left for 
college to Yankton, S.D. to pursue 
a teaching certifi cate. They talked 
on the phone occasionally at a 
time when long distance phone 
bills were no small thing.

Marilyn kept her options open 
and still dated others, but her 
heart must have showed her true 
feelings. “One guy I had dated told 
me, ‘You are going to marry Larry, 
I know you will,’” she recalled.

Another year went by and 
Marilyn, with her two-year 
teaching certifi cate, considered 
taking a job in Omaha. “Why don’t 
you stay here and see where this 
goes?” Larry suggested. So, she 
did. 

Marriage and family
Marilyn began teaching that fall 

of 1961 at St. Mary’s grade school 
and Larry took over the family 
farm. For a time, Larry feared his 
health problems might preclude 
a permanent relationship with 
Marilyn. When she let him know it 
would not, he proposed. 

On Aug. 18, 1962, Marilyn’s 
21st birthday, they married at St. 
Mary’s Church in Bismarck. Larry 
continued farming and Marilyn 
kept teaching. Their fi rst baby girl 
was born in 1963. 

“I thought she was the 
most beautiful thing that ever 
happened!” Marilyn explained. 
A year later, their second child, 
a son, was stillborn. They were 
devastated and held a small 
funeral service. A total of 11 
children eventually came. Their 
8th child was born with Down 
syndrome, they still had three 

more afterwards.  
When people asked 

Marilyn if she was worried 
about having another child 
with Down syndrome, 
she would inform them, 
“I’m having the ones that 
our dear Lord wants us to 
have.”

Marilyn stayed home 
with the children as they 
moved to South Dakota 
and Williston while Larry 
worked at a number of 
jobs. Both always stayed 
committed to the faith and 
parish where they lived. 

Health and financial problems
In 1978, while they were in 

South Dakota, Larry became 
sick again with severe digestive 
problems. Sixteen families from 
their church where they were very 
active contributed so that Larry 
could go to Mayo Clinic. Surgery, 
medication, and a long recovery 
forced the family on welfare 
for a time, but eventually Larry 
recovered and started his own 
machine shop.  

Amid family life and struggles, 
there was prayer and good friends. 
And then, bad checks. There never 
seemed to be enough money. “I 
was desperate,” Larry said. His 
goal was not to cheat, but rather 
to hedge his bets that he could get 
money into his account on time. 
But too often, he lost those bets. 

There would be a fi ne and 
restitution, then he went back to 
work determined never do that 
again. But, he did. Larry wanted to 
be successful. Even his high school 
classmates expected that of him 
and had named him “Most Likely 
to Succeed” his senior year.

Larry’s expectations and hard 
work kept mixing with bad checks. 
“I wanted to be somebody,” he 
admitted. “I was in Knights of 
Columbus and doing all the right 
things on the surface, but I did not 
fully live my faith.”  

A pattern formed of promising 
never to write bad checks again, 
getting in a bind, and writing 
more bad checks. Then, the sheriff 
would show up and take Larry 
away in handcuffs. 

Marilyn had become a certifi ed 
nursing assistant while they lived 
in Williston for 20 years. Then in 
1991, while they were both in their 
fi fties and the three youngest were 
in 7th, 8th and 9th grades, she 
went back to school to become a 
nurse.

Decision to divorce
Larry became sick again in 

1992 and eventually decided the 
physical labor involved in the 
machine shop was too much. He 
started a new business selling 
wireless technology, wind turbines 
and solar systems. But, the pattern 
continued and so did the arrests. 
Finally, Marilyn determined she 
had to divorce him. Their fi nances 
were a mess. The kids had all 
graduated from high school and 
she wanted to protect her own 
fi nances and stop the cycle. 

“It was the deception that put 
me over the brink,” Marilyn said, 

“I told the kids, ‘I’m sorry; I think 
this is the only way your dad is 
going to learn. I had to extricate 
myself from his fi nances, too.” 
They divorced in April of 2007.

Marilyn described it as very 
painful. “We had happy times. 
Larry had been a good father, and 
we had fun together as a family. 
But, I felt I had to do it.”

Time in federal prison 
Marilyn stayed in Bismarck 

and Larry went to Montana 
determined to show everyone, 
he could make it big in the wind 
turbine industry. But, when he was 
scammed and could not come up 
with money he needed to fi nish 
projects, that was the end of the 
road.  

Larry was arrested in October 
2007. He had crossed state lines in 
his fraudulent business dealings, 
so he was found guilty of wire 
fraud, a federal offense, sending 
him to prison for fi ve years. 
During that time, he experienced 
three life-changing events.

In jail, right after his arrest, 
Larry laid down on the fl oor and 
wept for two days. “I pounded my 
fi sts on the fl oor and cried, ‘When 
am I ever going to change?’” he 
said. 

On the morning of the third 
day, he saw a bright light in his 
cell. He looked up and saw the face 
of Jesus with the crown of thorns 
and blood running down His face. 
“Jesus said, ‘Follow me and you 
will fi nd help.’ I reached out and 
touched His face and it was gone. 
It was so shocking, but I knew it 
happened.”

Larry arranged for a priest to 
hear his confession the next day. 
After confession, Larry said it felt 
like he was walking on a cloud. “I 
had not felt that good for my entire 
life.” During his time in prison, 
Larry was on fi re with his faith.

After a year of incarceration, 
it was discovered that Larry had 
prostate cancer that had spread 
to his lungs. He was given four 
months to a year to live, and was 
sent for surgery. Beforehand, 
a priest heard his confession, 
brought him Communion and 
administered the anointing of the 
sick. Afterwards, to the shock of 
his medical caretakers, his cancer 
disappeared, his chest x-ray was 
clear. Larry is convinced that the 
anointing of the sick healed him. 

Trusting in Jesus
At his fi rst parole hearing in 

2011 when it was turned down, 

Larry was crushed. But, Jesus 
let him know that he still needed 
persevere. He heard Jesus tell him, 
“Trust in me.” 

“It hit me that I had prayed, 
but I had not fully trusted. I still 
wasn’t completely broken,” he 
said. “I almost skipped back to my 
cell.” Three months later in August 
2012, he was granted parole.

Marilyn and Larry had not kept 
in touch much during this time. “I 
kept praying for him and asking 
God to help me forgive, but I had 
detached myself,” she explained.

A new beginning
One night after listening to a 

priest at a church in the diocese, 
she asked him to pray over 
her, asking God to heal her bad 
memories and to forgive. For the 
fi rst time, she felt complete peace. 

Larry was out on parole in 
Billings, Mont. with his life 
centered around activities at 
St. Patrick’s Cathedral. He 
taught Bible studies, taught 
classes at both the men’s and 
women’s Missions and, with a 
friend, started a St. Paul Street 
Evangelization team.  He also had 
constantly prayed for Marilyn and 
reconciliation. 

That spring, Marilyn went to 
visit a grandson in Billings on a 
weekend off from work. While 
there, she got a call out of the blue 
from Larry with an insurance 
question. Neither had known that 
the other was in Billings until that 
moment.

Larry invited Marilyn to join 
him for street evangelization 
and out for coffee. That evening, 
they went to Mass together and 
prayed in front of a statue of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe. Marilyn took 
Larry’s hand and told him that 
she loved him and forgave him 
for everything. Tears fl owed down 
their faces.

After Marylyn went home and 
for the next fi ve months, they 
talked on the phone daily and 
prayed the Divine Offi ce together 
every morning and evening. 

On the day after her 72nd 
birthday, after Larry’s parole was 
transferred to Bismarck, Marilyn 
drove out to bring him home. They 
never got an annulment so they 
were still considered married in 
the eyes of the Church, but decided 
to renew their marriage vows on 
Aug. 13, 2012 in Billings.

“Our marriage is based on the 
truth, now,” Marilyn said. “I trust 
him now.”

“I understand now that 
marriage is about truly caring 
and being unselfi sh,” Larry said. 
“We walk in faith knowing we are 
walking with the Lord.” 

There have been apologies 
and much healing within their 
family. They keep busy engaged in 
ministries at St. Anne’s parish and 
Ministry on the Margins. Larry’s 
cancer has returned and moved 
into his bones and lungs, so they 
take their future one day at a time.

“I am at peace and look forward 
to being with the Lord,” he said. “I 
know it’s going to be way beyond 
what I saw in the vision.” 

Love fi nds a way through many trials
One couple’s remarkable life journey

Marilyn and Larry Suchy
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Submitted photos 
Sixth grader Christopher Smith (left) and third grader Elizabeth Schneider are two of the fl ag raisers at Trinity Elementary.  Even in the 
cold weather, they do their job with a smile on their face.

At the beginning of the school year, each class at Trinity Elementary developed a class 
mission statement as part of The Leader in Me process. The mission statements hang 
outside the classroom doors in the halls of the elementary school buildings.

Students taking ownership
The Leader in Me at Trinity Elementary School

Another class mission statement encouraging the students to see the leader 
within themselves.

Positive school culture is 
perhaps one of the greatest 
attributes of Catholic schools 
today—successful Catholic 
schools, that is. Any school that 
strives for success must have as 
it’s foundation a positive school 
culture, one where teachers work 
together with each other, with 
their students, and with parents 
to create an environment that is 
optimal for learning.

JoLyn Tessier, Principal of 
Trinity Elementary School in 
Dickinson, sought just that in 
bringing The Leader in Me to 
Trinity and positive school culture 
along with it. 

“It began when I attended 
a Leader in Me Symposium a 
number of years ago. That stirred 
my heart and I began envisioning 
a school where the students really 
took ownership,” said Tessier. She 
continued, “…when the students 
of a school take ownership 
and when teachers model the 
behavior they desire out of their 
students, a culture of leadership 
is created that enlivens the 
school community in a number of 
different ways.” 

The Leader in Me is founded 
on leadership principles that have 
spread world-wide through the 
success of Dr. Stephen Covey’s 
book The 7 Habits of Highly 
Effective People. Covey’s book, 
and his son, Sean Covey’s book, 
The 7 Habits of Happy Kids, form 
the basis of The Leader in Me 
process. 

Tessier emphasizes The Leader 
in Me is not a program; it is not 
something that begins and ends 
in a school. “It is a process. We 
began as a staff fi rst, reading the 
book The Leader in Me. Then, we 
brought the idea to our students 
through the book The 7 Habits 

of Happy Kids. We used the 7 
Habits language in our classrooms 
through different lessons and 
through multiple grade level 
collaboration. Last summer, as a 
staff, we worked on ourselves with 
several days of presentation on 
The 7 Habits of Highly Successful 
People. In those days we spent 
time learning how to live the 7 
Habits in our own lives so we 
could model it in the classroom.”

One of the guiding principles of 
The Leader in Me empowers each 
person to be a leader, that each 
person is called to leadership in 
some way. “How do I treat myself 
with the realization that I am a 
child of God and He has a purpose 
and a plan for me, uniquely 
my own,” said Tessier. “We, as 
educators, are called to help each 
student fi nd the leader that is 
inside of them and it is an added 
gift that we can help our students 
see their unique leadership 
potential in the context of our 
Catholic faith.” Tessier continued, 
“…when you see each student 

through that lens, everything 
looks different, everything takes 
on new meaning in the classroom. 
Although not based, necessarily, 
in religion, The Leader in Me is 
a very Christian, very Catholic 
perspective.” 

This school year, 2016-2017, 
has brought student “jobs” to the 
environment of learning at Trinity 
Elementary School. In the fall, 
students were invited to “apply” 
for a number of unpaid “jobs” that 
make the school run—everything 
from fl ag raisers and fl ag 
retirerers, to morning greeters and 
before and after Mass greeters, 
to habit-catchers (a student who 
“catches” or recognizes a fellow 
student living out one of the 7 
Habits and commending them for 
it), recess buddies, and student 
news photographers and writers, 
just to name a few. 

“Our morale has improved just 
in the course of these last few 
months as students have taken 
on these ‘jobs,’ which really are 
leadership roles. They have taken 
ownership of our school in a new 

way,” said Tessier.
When asked to think about one 

of the greatest changes The Leader 
in Me has brought to the school 
culture thus far, Tessier speaks of 
peace. “We have a beautiful peace 
within our school walls. There 
is a sense of family here where 
everyone recognizes they have a 
place and a role. Everyone takes 
care of each other.”

In an era where many Catholic 
schools are seeking innovative 
ways to bring more families into 
the schools, The Leader in Me 
at Trinity Elementary School is 
providing that spark. Catholic 
schools must passionately embrace 
their missions and strive to live 
that mission in everyday ways. 

“Our mission of educating the 
whole student mind, body, and 
soul guides everything we do and 
it ties so closely with what The 
Leader in Me process is bringing 
to our environment. Our students, 
teachers and families are engaged 
in a new way and that is exciting!”   

—Submitted information
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her needs. For instance, one of our three-
year-old students already reads. Once the 
adult guide discovered this, the child’s skill 
served as a key to unlock her personality and 
connect her even more to the environment.”

Ashley David and Cate Zebroski serve 
as co-directresses for the program as they 
direct children to their work.

“We love to offer the children 
independence and confidence as they work 
in our environments. They are empowered 
by choosing work and repeating lessons 
independently. The children and the 
materials are the true teachers,” David 
noted. “If they want to read we offer them 
the tools to do so, if they want to sew we help 
them be successful. With the Montessori 
Method, the children feel valued and their 
dignity as humans is cherished.”

Fr. Schneider added, “It is worth noting 
that these are not just interesting ideas or 
theories. Dr. Montessori developed this 
method from a life dedicated to teaching in 
contact with people of a variety of cultures 
around the world. It really works! Some 
children in our program are learning skills 
that are commonly taught in middle to upper 
grade school.”

The children’s response to freedom in the 
Montessori environment is irreplaceable, 
according to David. “They determine what to 
spend their time doing and use the materials 
within the expectations that are set. They 
find interest and motivation to learn because 
a teacher-based standard is not pushed upon 
them. We see quality work beyond what is 
typically expected from children of this age. 
Children are also developing an internal 

sense of order and 
community. They learn to 
care for the environment 
and others by working 
to set the table, dress 
themselves, prepare food, 
clean the environment, 
and maintain a peaceful 
place to work.”

Father Schneider 
is quick to note that 
the greatest strength 
of a fully-developed 
Montessori school is the 
way faith is integrated. 
“Dr. Montessori saw 
formation in scripture, 
liturgy and the Christian 
life as the capstone of her method,” he said. 

The children also utilize the space devoted 
to the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
program that’s part of Christ the King’s 
religious education. Here, they explore 
aspects directly connected to the faith in a 
Montessori environment. To give an idea 
of how richly catechesis is developed in the 
Montessori school, Fr. Schneider explained 
a few things that the four year olds can 
explore including the regions of Israel at 
the time of Jesus, key parables in scripture, 
nomenclature for all the linens and 
vestments at Mass, and key liturgical terms 
like “epiclesis” and why they are important 
in our celebration. 

“The children have the freedom to have 
a highly formed interior life. One of our 
children recently learned that the Magi 
brought gifts to the King at Epiphany,” Fr. 
Schneider explained. “When given a chance 

to draw, he depicted Jesus on the cross. 
At Jesus’ feet, the child drew the gifts of 
the Magi—gold, frankincense and myrrh. 
From his own developed life of prayer, 
he recognized that Jesus is the King 
on the Cross, and even there, the gifts 
of the Magi are brought. This is highly 
developed theology, from the crayon of a 
4-year-old!”

When asked what he says to parents 
who inquire about considering the 
Montessori program at Christ the King 
for their child, Fr. Schneider replied with 
a simple, “Come and see!” 

David reiterated Father’s 

comment with an invitation. In fact, the 
children are taught to greet visitors to 
their room with a handshake and words of 
welcome. David said it’s a way to teach the 
children kindness and hospitality.

“The first step is to come and observe. 
Just as the child, adults learn through 
experience. We cannot fully explain the 
beauty of the children or the materials. The 
second step is to talk with other parents who 
have experienced the beauty of Montessori. 
It truly speaks for itself.”

 The enrollment process for next year has 
begun. Students enrolled in the classrooms 
right now will have priority for next 
year, then students within the parish are 
considered, and students on the wait list 
from the previous year will be next. Then, if 
spots remain, it will be open to the public. 
David said there will likely be a waiting list 
again due to the positive response of the 
program and its proven success.

The temperature outside 
certainly isn’t tropical, but on 
Feb. 1, the St. Mary’s Central High 
School gym will be transformed into 
a jungle.

“Welcome to the Jungle” is the theme for 
this year’s Know Your Faith contest as part 
of Catholic Schools Week. St. Mary’s is the 
defending champion and host school.

School Chaplain, Fr. Jared Johnson, is 
coordinating the contest that begins at 11:30 
a.m. on Wednesday. The host school works 
hard to create an atmosphere of friendly 
competition among the invited schools. 

“I won’t give away any secrets, but the goal is 
to recreate a jungle, in a gymnasium, in North 
Dakota, in February,” Fr. Johnson explained.

This year, Dickinson Trinity, Minot’s Bishop 
Ryan and Fargo Shanley along with St. Mary’s 
will be back in action. New to the contest will 
be Sacred Heart from East Grand Forks, Minn.

How the contest works
A three-person team from each school 

attempts to answer questions in a trivia-style 
format. Each question is worth a certain point 
value with questions increasing in difficulty as 
the contest progresses. A final question offers 
the students a chance to wager the points they 
have earned during the competition. The team 
with the most points is crowned the champion.

The St. Mary’s team of Thomas Kubisiak, 
Steven Hutzenbiler, and Casey Saville, 
reclaimed the title for their school last year 
from the previous year’s champion, Fargo 
Shanley. The traveling trophy is now on the line 
with the host school defending their title.

Each of the participating schools goes 
through a similar process in determining the 
three-person team to represent the school 
in the contest. On the day prior to the state 
contest, every student completes a 75-question 
multiple choice quiz. These quizzes are then 
scored. The students with the top three scores 
in each class (freshmen, sophomores, juniors, 
seniors) then represent their class at the school 
competition, which usually takes place that 
afternoon.

The school competition consists of 15 
questions of various point levels, along with a 
final question in which a class can wager the 
points they have already earned. The class 
representatives with the most points at the 
end of the competition then represents their 
entire school at the state Know Your Faith 
competition.  

Father Johnson said the process of selecting 
which students to represent their respective 
schools makes it challenging to prepare them 
in any kind of formal way. “Every school 
seems to have a handful of students who show 
particular interest in preparing,” he explained. 
“I usually encourage these students to study 
and learn anything with a ‘list,’ for example, 
the sacraments, the Ten Commandments, the 
virtues, the gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit, 
the precepts of the Church, etc. Some students 
go online and study with different Catholic 
trivia programs.”

Students will put that knowledge to the test 
against their peers come championship time.

Listen in on Real Presence Radio
To add to the hype and downright frenzied 

atmosphere, each school brings members of 
the student body to cheer on their school. 
The contest will also be broadcast on Real 
Presence Radio which can be heard on your 
local station or listened to live online at 
yourcatholicradiostation.com or using their 
mobile app.

Empowering children with independence
Continued from front page

Faith Contest 2016: File photo
(l to r): Fr. Tom Grafsgaard, Dickinson Trinity; Fr. Jared Johnson, St. Mary’s Central High School; Fr. Charles LaCroix; Fargo Shanley; Sarah 
Swafford, event emcee; Fr. Justin Waltz and Fr. Jadyn Nelson, Minot Bishop Ryan, pose with the trophy before the festivities began at last 
year’s event hosted by Bishop Ryan.

Students to 
compete Feb. 1 
in the Know Your 
Faith contest
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UPCOMING EVENTS
■ Catholic Schools Week 
presentation Jan. 30
As part of Catholic Schools Week, 
parents are invited to attend a 
presentation entitled “Parenting for 
Purity” on Monday, Jan. 30 at 7 p.m. 
at St. Mary’s Central High School 
gymnasium. Nationally-known 
speaker, Jason Evert, will present 
on Theology of the Body and 
chastity among other subjects. He’s 
the author of more than 10 books 
including Theology of the Body for 
Teens, St. John Paul the Great, and 
How to Find Your Soulmate Without 
Losing Your Soul. He and his wife 
Crystalina run chastityproject.com 
and lead an international alliance 
of young people who promote 
purity in more than 40 countries. 
Admission is free. Daycare is 
available beginning at 6:40 p.m. in 
Room 308.

■ Financial classes Feb. 2
St. Mary’s Parish in Bismarck is 
hosting Dave Ramsey’s Financial 
Peace University class beginning 
Thursday, Feb. 2. In nine easy-to-
follow lessons, you’ll learn how to 
get out of debt, create a budget, 
make wise spending decisions, save 
for the future, and so much more. 
Classes will meet every Thursday at 
6:30 p.m. for nine weeks. Child care 
will be provided. Pre-registration 
is necessary and seating is limited. 
Register at www.daveramsey.com 
and click on “Find a Class.” For more 
information, contact Diane at 223-
5562.

■ Mother-Daughter Breakfast 
Feb. 11
Plan to attend the annual diocesan 
Mother-Daughter Breakfast on 
Saturday, Feb. 11 at 9:30 a.m. at the 
Ramkota Hotel in Bismarck. The 
guest speaker is Mikey Hoeven. 
Cost is $15 per person (adults and 
children). Seating is limited, so pre-
register by Feb. 6. Register online at 
bismarckdiocese.com or call Diane 
at 701-204-7185 or 1-877-405-7435.

■ Marriage encounter weekends
The next Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter weekend in the area 
is Feb. 17-19 in Fargo. Early 
registration is highly recommended. 
For more information, visit our 
website at: ndwwme.org or contact 
Rob and Angie at 701-347-1998.

■ Real Presence banquets
Feb. 20-21
Real Presence Radio will host Dr. 
David Anders as keynote speaker of 
our upcoming annual fundraising 
banquets—Feb. 20 in Bismarck 
and Feb. 21 in Fargo. Dr. Anders is 
the host of “Called to Communion,” 
which airs at 1 p.m. CST Tuesday 
through Friday on Real Presence 
Radio. Sponsors are being sought 
for the banquet. Supporters of 
Real Presence Radio can also be 
table hosts. Table hosts invite eight 
guests to join them at their tables. 
Banquet attendees may come as 
guests. Guests are asked to call the 
Real Presence offi  ce at 877-795-
0122 to RSVP or email jessica@
yourcatholicradiostation.com.

■ SEARCH weekends for 2017
SEARCH for Christian Maturity 
is a weekend retreat experience 
sponsored by the Catholic Diocese 
of Bismarck. The weekends are for 
anyone of high school or college 
age (at least 15 years old). Search 
weekends are held at the Badlands 
Ministries Camp just south of 
Medora. Upcoming weekends for 
2017 are: March 3-5 and April 21-23. 
Go to bismarckdiocese.com/search1 
for more information.

■ Lenten retreat at Ascension 
March 5
Church of the Ascension in Bismarck 
is off ering a parish Lenten retreat 
entitled Rome Beneath the Surface 
presented by Omar Gutiérrez 
on Sunday, March 5 from 3-4:30 
p.m. Unfolding like a mystery tale, 
Omar will take you back in time 

and reveal the glory and wonder 
of our Catholic faith. Hear about 
the discovery of the catacombs, 
and the fi nding of the bones 
of St. Peter. Omar is the Special 
Assistant to Archbishop George 
Lucas and the Manager for the 
Offi  ce of Missions & Justice at the 
Archdiocese of Omaha. A meal 
of meatballs, mashed potatoes, 
salad and dessert is provided 
afterwards. A free will off ering will 
be taken. Free childcare will also be 
provided. Church of the Ascension 
is located at 1825 S. 3rd St., 
Bismarck. Contact the parish offi  ce 
for more information at 223-3606.
 
■ Lenten retreat at St. Anne 
March 11
Father Russ Kovash, pastor of St. 
Joseph in Williston, is the guest 
speaker at a simple Lenten retreat 
for women on Saturday, March 
11 at the Church of St. Anne in 
Bismarck. He will present “Gratitude, 
the Virtue that Changes Us.” The 
event runs from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 
includes Mass, breakfast and lunch, 
two talks, shopping, a large free 
table, silent auction, confession, and 
Eucharistic adoration. Registration 
begins at 7:15 a.m. Early registration 
by or before March 5 is $25 or $30 
after that date. Student rate is $15.
For information, call Meikel 
Engelhardt 391-2805, or Theresa 
Waltz 222-2752, or Patti Armstrong 
471-9633 

■ Women’s Conference in Fargo 
March 11 
The Diocese of Fargo is hosting the 
“REDEEMED” Women’s Conference 
on Saturday, March 11, at the Fargo 
Holiday Inn. Keynoters include: 
Colleen Carroll Campbell, author 
of her spiritual memoir My Sisters 
the Saints, former presidential 
speech-writer, and founding anchor 
for ETWN Nightly News; Sister 
Mary Elizabeth, SV, Vicar General 
of the Sisters of Life; as well as 
Eric Genuis, world-class virtuoso 

pianist and composer. There will 
be time for confession, adoration 
and Mass with Bishop Folda. Early 
registration fee is $25; after Feb. 19, 
the fee is $35. Young women ages 
14–17 attending with an adult are 
free. Register early to secure your 
seat. There is no charge for women 
religious. Lunch is included. For 
more information, or to register 
online at www.fargodiocese.org/
redeemedwoman  or call Jennie 
Korsmo at 701-356-7901.

■ FirstChoice Clinic banquets 
March 13-14
FirstChoice Clinics, with locations 
in Bismarck, Fargo, and Devils 
Lake, will be holding their annual 
fundraising banquets on March 13 
in Fargo and March 14 in Bismarck. 
The Bismarck event will be held at 
the Ramkota Hotel beginning at 
7 p.m. The events feature keynote 
speaker Kirk Walden. He’s the 
author of “The Wall,” a book that 
continues to energize and motivate 
the pro-life community with a 
surprising perspective that the end 
of abortion as we know it could be 
less than a decade away. For more 
information, contact Mona at 237-
5902 or Shelle at 751-4576.

■ Steubenville 2017 dates 
announced
The diocesan sponsored trips to the 
Steubenville youth rally have been 
announced. Steubenville of the 
Rockies in Denver will be a fi ve-day 
trip June 21-26. Steubenville North 
in St. Paul will be July 26-30. In 
addition to the rally, which includes 
powerful speakers, energizing 
music and dynamic workshops, this 
faith-fi lled, fun trip will include daily 
Mass, touring unique churches, 
a little shopping, a few other fun 
things and, of course, a project 
where students will practice 
stewardship by giving of their 
time, talent and treasure to others.   
Contact Bobbi Shegrud at 701-720-
3998 or bobbi.shegrud@k12.nd.us.

Seminarians 
Ben Franchuk 
(left) and 
Anthony 
Dukart visit 
during the 
Serra Club 
event. Both are 
studying at St. 
John Vianney 
Seminary in 
Denver. 

Serra Club gatheringSerra Club gathering

Photos by Deacon Joe Krupinsky

Fr. Josh Waltz, vocations director; Deacons Greg Luger and Jordan Dosch; and 
Msgr. Tom Richter. Seminarians Deacons Luger and Dosch will be ordained to the 
priesthood in May 2017 for the Diocese of Bismarck.

Sisters of Annunciation Prioress Sr. Nicole Kunze (center) visits with diocesan 
seminarians Mark Aune (left) and Paul Gardner.

Brother Michael Taff e of Assumption Abbey 
in Richardton is greeted by Bis-Man Serra 
Club President Lonnie Decker.

Director of Vocation Ministry for 
the Sisters of Annunciation, Sister 
Hannah Vanorny, addressed the 
crowd gathered for the Serra Club 
event.
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Sister Brigid McLean, 
OSB

Sister 
Brigid 
McLean, 
OSB, died 
Dec. 21 at 
the age of 98, 
having been 
a member of 
Sacred Heart 
Monastery for 80 years.

Sister Brigid was born in 
Plentywood, Mont., on July 20, 
1918, and was baptized Helen Ann. 
She was the fourth of John and 
Martha McLean’s 12 children who 
lived on a farm two miles west of 
Outlook. During high school, she 
felt an inclination to religious life 
and after graduation she contacted 
her two aunts at Sacred Heart 
Convent in Garrison for guidance.

The year 1936 was a crucial 
one in this growing Benedictine 
community. Having lost their 
savings in the bank failures of the 
depression there was pressure to 
join with St. Benedict’s Convent 
in St. Joseph, Minn. Sister Brigid 
was one of six candidates who 
entered that year and all of them 
persevered. The community 
held on to its independence and 
Sacred Heart Monastery, now 
in Richardton, celebrated its 
centennial this year thanks in a 
large part to this group of entrants.

For many of her years in 
community, Sr. Brigid taught in 
grade and high school in various 
parochial and public schools in 
North Dakota, at Malta, Mont., 
and at the community’s academy 
in Bogotá, Colombia. She served 
the community for many years as 
a formation director, subprioress 
and treasurer/bookkeeper. In 
her later years, she also served as 
bookkeeper at St. Vincent’s Care 
Center in Bismarck and Trinity 
High School in Dickinson. Upon 
her return to live at the Monastery 
in Richardton, she helped in 
various assignments until she was 
no longer able. Her last years were 
spent as a resident of St. Vincent’s 
where she died.

    Though she ably served the 
needs of the monastic community 
in her many years, she will be 
remembered even more for 
who she was. She was a true 
Benedictine: a woman of prayer 
and good example. She always 
saw what needed to be done and 
set about doing it well. One of 
the major contributions to her 
community was the effort and 
organization she put into the 
move of the convent in Minot to 
Richardton. 

    Sister Brigid is survived by 
her brothers Leonard (Barbara) 
and Robert McLean, her sisters 
Teresa McGrath, Agnes Hamman 
and Vivian Messbarger; numerous 
nieces and nephews; and her 
monastic community of Sacred 
Heart Monastery in Richardton, 
including her cousin Sr. Jill 
West and her surviving monastic 
classmates Sisters Monica Thome 
and Annella Gardner.

 Sister Ann Fasbender, 
OSB 

Sister Ann 
Fasbender, 
OSB, 86, died 
Dec. 15, 2016. 
The funeral 
Mass was 
celebrated 
Dec. 19 in 
Bishop Marty 
Memorial 
Chapel. Burial was in the Sacred 
Heart Monastery cemetery in 
Yankton, S.D. 

Gertrude Ann was born Nov. 6, 
1930 at Hendricks, Minn. to Ben 
and Florence (Davis) Fasbender. 
She attended country school near 
their farm at White, S.D. for eight 
years, and attended Good Counsel 
Academy, Mankato, Minn. and 
Mount Marty High School, 
Yankton, S.D. Sister Ann entered 
Sacred Heart Monastery August 
1948 and became a novice June 
23, 1949. She made fi rst vows on 
June 24, 1950 and on June 29, 
1953 she made her fi nal profession 
to monastic life. 

In 1966, she graduated from 
Mount Marty College and earned 
a Masters from the University 
of South Dakota, Vermillion, in 
1969. In 1973, she studied in the 
Religious Education Graduate 
Program at Mundelein College in 
Chicago, Ill. 

Sister Ann began her 
elementary education ministry at 
Sacred Heart School in Yankton in 
1950. She also taught at Ipswich, 
Aberdeen, and Sioux Falls, S.D. 
While in Vermillion, she was the 
principal as well as a teacher. In 
1974, she became the supervisor of 
the Mount Marty College Day Care 
Center and she continued this 
work until May 1995. 

Her next eight years were 
spent in ministry to the Native 
Americans in Yankton, S.D. and 
in 2002 and subsequent years she 
was a pastoral minister in Trenton, 
N.D. and McLaughlin, S.D. Sister 

Ann found God’s beauty in the 
children she taught and cared for, 
and enjoyed sharing the wisdom 
that comes naturally from the 
mouths of pre-school children. 
She enjoyed traveling, camping 
and baking bread when time 
permitted. 

Sr. Ann is survived by her 
Benedictine community, her 
sister Veronica Reilly, her nieces 
and nephews. She was preceded 
in death by her parents, and her 
sisters, Sr. Bennett, OSB and Sr. 
Veronica, OSB; and her brother 
James. 

Obituaries

Sister Brigid McLean  Sister Ann Fasbender

For young people, the teen years are all about 

change. They push for greater independence. 

Their bodies mature physically and sexually. Their 

curiosity about sexuality increases dramatically. 

All of these changes can make teens more 

vulnerable to sexual assault, including date rape.

As with sexual abuse, both boys and girls can 

be victims of sexual assault. When rape occurs, 

the rapist is usually an acquaintance, a friend 

or a date. Even though people know that forced 

sexual intercourse is rape, they often think it is 

not considered rape if it happens on a date.

It is very important to discuss sexual violence 

and date rape with your teen. When teens 

experience violence in an ongoing relationship, 

they are likely not to tell if they think it is their 

fault. Teens need to know they should not accept 

any form of violence, sexual violence is never 

their fault, and they can come to you for help. 

values, and clearly communicate them 

to their dates. They should listen to 

their dates’ limits and respect them.

their limits and wishes, or if their 

date’s behavior doesn’t seem right.

feeling pressured into sex, they’re right—both 

boys and girls have the right to say no.

are reached—even if it means making a scene.

no, and never too late to hear no.

It can be scary for parents when their teens start 

going to parties and on dates. However, honest 

and open discussions about this stage of their teens’ 

lives, sexual values and limits, healthy romantic 

relationships, and how teens can protect themselves 

can make a difference in a parent’s worries and a 

teen’s ability to make safe and healthy choices.

052002-00066  10/15

The dating game: Keep your teen safe 
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Leap of Faith
SONIA MULLALLY

He was more fi dgety than usual 
as he stood waiting in the line for 
the confessional. I could sense his 
apprehension, even though he was 
extra quiet. 

The night before and again that 
morning, he told me he didn’t 
want to go. He still had so many 
questions. What should I say? 
What would the priest say? What if 
I get too embarrassed by my sins?

I assured my 8-year-old son that 
it would go well and he needn’t 
worry. Every parent says these 
words hidden behind trepidation. 
Truthfully, we know it is a big deal, 
but we don’t want to worsen the 
uneasiness by making it seem so. 
This is the fi rst time a child openly 
asks for God’s eternal promise of 
forgiveness. It’s the fi rst time we 
go before His servant, the priest, 
and ask for pardon. 

We enter into His family at our 
baptism, but this is the fi rst time a 
child can remember going face to 
face with Our Lord. It’s no wonder 
that it’s a little scary. In case you’re 
wondering, my son’s experience in 
the confessional turned out just as 
I had hoped. He emerged with a 
content little smile on his face and 
a bounce in his step. “That wasn’t 
so bad. It was actually pretty 

great,” he said. Just as we should 
all feel with the weight of sin lifted 
from our souls.

There are a lot of questions 
children have surrounding their 
faith. Children have struggles, just 
like adults, but are rarely given 
a chance to voice their concerns, 
let alone actually get an answer. 
Actually, children have a keen 
sense of asking questions without 
fear. They wonder, so they ask, 
often without fear of rejection or 
hesitation. But, they ask with the 
wisdom and honesty that can only 
come from the mouths of babes.

Pope Francis recognized this in 
a book released last spring entitled 
“Dear Pope Francis.” I recently 
got ahold of a copy and what a joy 
to read. In it, the pope answers 
letters from children around the 
world. 

The organizers of this book 
received 259 letters from 26 
countries written in 14 languages. 
When holding the letters in 
his hand for the fi rst time, it is 
reported that Pope Francis smiled 
and said, “These questions are 
tough!” This beautiful hard-cover 
book combines the children’s own 
words and illustrations to offer 
an intimate glimpse into their 

worries, fears and curiosities. 
Some questions are based in 

theology, like young Alejandra 
from Peru who asked, “If God 
loves us so much and didn’t want 
us to suffer, why didn’t he defeat 
the devil?” Or young Karla Marie 
from Nicaragua wondered, “Do 
bad people have a guardian angel, 
too?”

The children come from a 
range of backgrounds and life 
experiences. Yet, they can ask 
some pretty intense questions such 
as 10-year-old Mohammed from 
Syria who asked, “Will the world 
be again as it was in the past?” 
Or, young Michael from Nigeria 
who asked, “How can you settle 
confl icts in the world?”

Some questions are deeply 
personal like 7-year-old Luca from 
Australia who asked, “My mum 
is in heaven. Will she grow angel 
wings?”

And, some are downright blunt, 
as only children can be, like the 
beginning of the question asked 
by 9-year-old twins from the 
Netherlands, “You are not very 
young anymore…” While some 
children were just wanting to 
know more about Pope Francis, 
with questions asking if he likes 

to dance or play soccer and what 
makes him happy in his work as 
pope.

The innocence of a child is so 
special, but what’s even more 
wonderful is the way Pope Francis 
answers their questions. There 
are no simple answers to their 
questions, but he takes the time to 
answer respectfully and honestly.

My very favorite answer from 
Pope Francis is to a young boy 
named William from the United 
States, who asked “If you could do 
one miracle what would it be?”

Pope Francis tells him he would 
heal children. He says that he’s 
never been able to understand why 
children suffer. He’s completely 
honest, admitting that he doesn’t 
have an explanation for it. 

That’s what makes this book 
so extra special. Sometime we 
have many questions about things 
that happen in our lives—good 
or bad—resting within our hearts 
and minds. The only answer is to 
give our questions to God and let it 
strengthen our faith.

■ Mullally is the communications direc-
tor for the diocese and editor of the Dakota 
Catholic Action.

Only from the mouths of babes

By Diane Fladeland
University of Mary
Vice President for Academic Aff airs

I grew up on a dairy farm and 
went to a one-room country school 
in a little Polish and Catholic 
community north of Jamestown.

I’ve had a fair amount of 
Catholic education, including 
college and graduate school, and 
all four of our children received 
Catholic education, at Cathedral 
School and St. Mary’s Central 
High School. Three attended the 
University of Mary.

Coming from Jamestown to 
Bismarck, we moved right across 
the street from Highland Acres 
School—a very good school. 
Everyone told us how lucky we 
were to be so close to the school.

Since I approach Catholic 
education from the aspect of a 
mother, our reply was, “Yes, but 
we still drive to Cathedral every 
day! And pay tuition.”

My husband, Mike, and I chose 
Catholic education for the children 
because we knew we both would 

be working, and we wanted our 
children to be surrounded by 
our values where they spend the 
bulk of their day. Let them be 
surrounded by people who share 
our values—that was our choice.

I remember when our oldest, 
Matt, came home from St. John’s 
Academy in Jamestown with three 
assignments—learning spelling 
words, doing math, and answering 
the question, “what do these 
commandments mean?” In his 
mind, it was all the same thing.

I remember thinking, “Yes!” 
This is a holistic education, in 
which they are learning all parts 
of themselves. The well-rounded 
education is body, mind and soul, 
treated equally.

We were very committed to 
Catholic education, and that is 
why it became our decision to 
continue to do that when we 
moved to Bismarck.

Catholic education stands for 
excellence. Statistics show that 
Catholic schools have better 
outcomes. 

In addition, we love the 
dedication of the teachers. The 
pay scale isn’t as high, so we know 
they are working there because of 
mission. They are bright. They are 
brilliant. That dedication is the 
extra value added.

And it’s the families. The 
families sending their children 
to Catholic education—I know 
them, we go to church together, 
we baked brownies together, and 
I could call them to check that 
there’s really a sleepover at their 
house. We’re part of a community 
that supports each other. 

Our son, Matt, an 
environmental scientist for NASA, 
said that the choice to go to public 
school in junior high was one of 
the only things in his life that he 
regretted. He felt a lack of values 
there, and the lack of the same 
feeling of community.

In all those years of making 
all those decisions, we’re steeped 
in and have a great belief in the 
quality of Catholic education. 
It’s more than the math, more 

than the teachers, more than the 
classroom. It’s the intangible 
community and support of people 
with rich values. It helps you 
blossom.

It’s why I have been in Catholic 
education for 30 years. I made 
the choice to teach here over 
taking a senior administration 
post at a hospital. I can’t imagine 
teaching in a public school. We 
grow so much more being in an 
environment like this.

I wouldn’t be the person I am 
today if I wasn’t surrounded by 
the Sisters. What wonderful role 
models! And Monsignor Shea, 
who offers me the richness of 
opportunities to care for my own 
spiritual life. 

The holistic life is very rich, 
something you want your students 
to have to be able to carry on that 
legacy of servant leadership. 

Making a choice for Catholic 
education takes sacrifi ce. But 
it’s not really a sacrifi ce. It’s a 
beautiful thing.

DIANE FLADELAND

It’s a beautiful thing

Guest Column
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Men and women clearly 
need each other and naturally 
gravitate towards arrangements 
of mutual support and lives of 
shared intimacy. Because women 
are frequently the immediate 
guardians of the next generation, 
they have a particular need to 
ascertain if there will be steady 
support from a man prior to 
giving themselves sexually to him. 
The bond of marriage is ordered 
towards securing this critical 
element of ongoing commitment 
and support. Cohabitation, where 
a man and woman decide to live 
together and engage in sexual 
relations without marriage, raises 
a host of issues and concerns. Sex, 
of course, has a certain power all 
its own, and both sides may be 
tempted to play with it in ways 
that are potentially damaging, all 
the more so when they decide to 
cohabit.

One concern is that 
cohabitation can often become 
a rehearsal for various selfi sh 
patterns of behavior. It 
perpetuates an arrangement of 
convenience, popularly phrased 
as, “Why buy the cow when you 
can get the milk for free?” Even as 
many women try to tell themselves 
they are “preparing” for marriage 
by cohabiting with their partner, 
they may sense the trap of the 
“never ending audition” to be 
his wife, and become intuitively 
aware of how they are being used. 
Cohabitation also invites the 
woman to focus on lesser concerns 
like saving on rent or garnering 
transient emotional attention from 
her partner by moving in with him 
and becoming sexually available.

Even as a woman becomes 
attuned to the power of sex from 
an early age, she can eventually 
fall prey to an easy mistake. 
Aware that sexual intimacy is also 
about bonding, she may suppose 
that by surrendering this deeply 
personal part of herself through 
cohabitation, she now has a 
“hook” into a man and his heart. 
While such an arrangement can 
trigger various platitudes, (that 
he “cares for her,” “loves her”, 
etc.), experience shows it doesn’t 
typically help him reach the 
commitment refl ected in those all-
important words, “Will you marry 
me?”

Cohabitation, in fact, is a 
relationship that is defi ned by a 
holding back of commitment. The 
notion that it somehow allows 
both parties to “try out” a marriage 
beforehand is conveniently make-
believe, a kind of “playing house,” 
mostly because it’s impossible to 
try out something permanent and 
irrevocable through something 
temporary and revocable. As 
Jennifer Roback Morse has 
described it, “Cohabiting couples 
are likely to have one foot out the 

door, throughout the relationship. 
The members of a cohabiting 
couple practice holding back on 
one another. They rehearse not 
trusting.” They don’t develop the 
elements crucial to a successful 
marriage, but instead keep their 
options open so they can always 
beat a hasty retreat to the exit. 
Or as Chuck Colson has put it: 
“Cohabitation—it’s training for 
divorce.” Many studies confi rm 
that the divorce rate among those 
who cohabit prior to marriage 
is nearly double the rate of 
those who marry without prior 
cohabitation.

Some researchers believe 
that individuals who cohabit are 
more unconventional to begin 
with, being less committed to the 
institution of marriage overall and 
more open to the possibility of 
divorce. Others suspect something 
more insidious—that living 
together slowly erodes people’s 

ability to make a commitment 
by setting them up into patterns 
of behavior that work against 
succeeding in a long-term 
relationship. Both may actually be 
true.

Various risks correlate strongly 
with cohabitation. Compared with 
a married woman, a cohabiting 
woman is roughly three times as 
likely to experience physical abuse, 
and about nine times more likely 
to be murdered. Children also 
tend to fare poorly when it comes 
to these live-in arrangements. 
Rates of serious child abuse 
have been found to be lowest in 
intact families; six times higher 
in step families; 20 times higher 
in cohabiting biological-parent 
families; and 33 times higher 
when the mother is cohabiting 
with a boyfriend who is not the 
biological father. Cohabiting 
homes see signifi cantly more drug 
and alcohol abuse, and bring in 

less income than their married 
peers. Cohabitation is clearly bad 
for men, worse for women, and 
terrible for children.

“Marriage,” as Glenn Stanton 
notes, “is actually a very pro-
woman institution. People don’t 
fully realize what a raw deal for 
women cohabitation is. Women 
tend to bring more goods to 
the relationship—more work, 
more effort in tending to the 
relationship—but they get less 
satisfaction in terms of relational 
commitment and security.” While 
marriage doesn’t automatically 
solve every problem, it clearly 
offers a different and vastly better 
set of dynamics than cohabitation 
for all the parties involved.

■ Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. earned his 
doctorate in neuroscience from Yale and did 
post-doctoral work at Harvard. He is a priest 
of the diocese of Fall River, MA, and serves 
as the Director of Education at The National 
Catholic Bioethics Center in Philadelphia. See 
www.ncbcenter.org. 

FR. TAD PACHOLCZYK

Making Sense out of Bioethics

Thinking through the temptation of cohabitation

Featured Columnists

$15 per person, adult & children. Limited seating, must pre-register by Feb. 6.
Register and pay online at bismarckdiocese.com or fill out the registration form below.
Call Diane at 701-204-7185 (or 1-877-405-7435 toll-free) for additional information. 

Mother-Daughter Celebration Registration
Name: __________________________________________________ Phone:__________________________

Names of other people you are registering: ____________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Number attending:___________ x $15   Amount enclosed: $____________

Make check payable to: Diocese of Bismarck and send to:
Office of Family Ministry, Diocese of Bismarck,
PO Box 1137, Bismarck, ND 58502-1137. 

Mikey L. Hoeven, (MIKE-EE) married to Senator John Hoeven, served as North Dakota’s First Lady 
from 2000-2010.  
Mrs. Hoeven’s initiatives as First Lady included advocating for the prevention of underage drinking 
and also focused on women’s health issues. During her tenure as First Lady she hosted 20 Women’s 
Health Summits semi -annually in both Bismarck and Fargo, ND. These Summits continue today with 
Mrs. Hoeven sitting on the committee as a Consultant.
Mrs. Hoeven is an honorary member of Delta Kappa Gamma Society International which is an 
organization of key women educators with over 100,000 members from across the country. 
She is currently on the Board of Trustees of the University of Mary and is the Chair for the Gateway 
to Science capital campaign.

Living part time in ND and DC, Mikey is on the Board of Directors of the International Neighbors Club II in Washington, DC.    
Mrs. Hoeven also serves on the Congressional Families Cancer Prevention Program of the Prevent Cancer Foundation.  
Mrs. Hoeven attended the University of Texas in Austin, Texas and Minot State University in Minot, North Dakota, where she 
received a bachelor’s degree in Business Administration and a bachelor’s degree in Executive Secretarial Studies.
Mrs. Hoeven has been married to Senator Hoeven for 34 years. They have a daughter Marcela, son-in-law Matt and three 
grandbabies Crew, Jaxen and Nash. They have a son Jack and daughter-in-law Kelly.

For office use only
Check # ________________
Amount $ ______________

Mother-Daughter Celebration

Have an intergenerational breakfast with your mom, 
daughter, goddaughter, granddaughter, grandmother, 

sister and friends! Join the fun with great food,
great company and an inspiring speaker.

16th Annual 

9:30-11:30 a.m.
Saturday, Feb. 11

Ramkota Hotel, Bismarck
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Q:

Questions
I was afraid to ask

FR. JOSEPH EVINGER

Are we 
supposed to 
hold hands 
during the 
Lord’s Prayer 
and why do 
Catholics 
“leave off ” the 
ending?

The fi rst part of the 
question brings back 
a memory of mine 

from the age of fi ve. It was 
the 50th wedding anniversary 
of my grandparents on the 
Reisenauer side. During the Our 
Father within the anniversary 
Mass I noticed some folks 
holding hands. This perplexed 
me. I had never seen this 
happen attending my home 
parish at Sts. Peter and Paul in 
New Hradec a few miles north 
of Dickinson. Our family would 
sit way up front on the left 
side of the church. Of course, 
being up front we were not 
allowed to turn around at all 
the funny looking faces behind 
us. Or rather, I should say that 
Dad and Mom didn’t want us 
making funny looking faces at 
them. 

Nevertheless, as a fi ve-year-old 
I could turn around enough 
times to notice that everyone 
was either folding their hands 
during the Lord’s Prayer, 
holding a missalette, or resting 
their hands on the pew. Thus, 
when I attended the parish of 
my grandparents I immediately 
noticed the diff erence.

As I left home and traveled 
many places, I’ve noticed that 
there are a number of folks at 
parishes throughout the U.S. 
and around the world who hold 
hands during this prayer. I’ve 
seen other postures too, one of 
which when I was in Vietnam a 
couple of years ago. I saw the 
whole community pray the Our 
Father with arms crossed. For 
the Vietnamese crossing one’s 
arms is traditionally a sign of 
respect to someone greater.

Now to answer the question, 
are we supposed to hold 
hands during the Our Father? 
Presently the Church universally 
and locally has not prescribed 
what people are supposed to 
do with their hands during 
the Lord’s Prayer. I guess in the 
future the bishops could give 
some guidelines, but presently 
have not done so. There are a 
lot of bigger fi sh to fry, as the 
saying goes. 

Regarding the priests, however, 
there are some guidelines. 
The General Instruction of the 
Roman Missal and the rubrics 
within the Roman Missal (the 
book which the priest uses at 

Mass) prescribe the priest to 
extend his hands as we most 
commonly see in our diocese. 
Thus, the priest is not to hold 
hands with anyone else. There 
is no mention of what the 
people are supposed to do in 
these same rubrics. 

Since there is nothing 
prescribed for the people, I 
would like to give a couple 
of thoughts on the matter. 
As a sign of unity in prayer 
a nuclear family could hold 
hands, nevertheless, I wouldn’t 
recommend holding hands 
beyond one’s family. I’ve been 
to churches where, when 
the Our Father began, some 
random person grabbed my 
hand and wanted to hold it. For 
us introverts this gets pretty 
close to creepy, especially if 
the person’s hand is sweaty on 
top of it, and you have to hold 
hands for the next minute. I 
know many of you can relate 
as some of you are probably 
smiling right now. 

Father Edward McNamara gives 
more advice on the topic in 
his article titled A Zenit Daily 
Dispatch: Holding Hands at 
the Our Father? dated Nov. 18, 
2003. You could google it. 

Now to the second part of the 
question, why do Catholics 
“leave off ” the ending?

The line we are talking about 
here is “For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power and 
the glory forever and ever” 
or another form of the same 
words. The oldest manuscripts 
of Matthew’s gospel do not 
include this line in the prayer 
that Jesus taught his disciples. 
But shortly thereafter, as seen in 
the Didache written about the 
year 100, the early Christians 
attached these words to make 
it clear that the kingdom, the 
power, the glory were God’s, 
not the Roman Emperor nor 
any king or governor. 

Over time, two Catholic 
traditions developed. The 
Roman Rite, which most of 
us are part of, did not include 
these words keeping only what 
Jesus taught. Others such as 
the Chaldean Rite and other 
eastern Catholic Rites added 
them to make it clear who our 
true Lord is. Some Protestants 
have also decided to include 
these words.

In conclusion, both ways of 
praying the Our Father, with 
or without the last line, are 
Catholic as is confi rmed in 
the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church, 2855. 

■ Fr. Evinger is parochial vicar at 
St. Joseph in Williston. If you have a 
question you were afraid to ask, now 
is the time to ask it! Simply email your 
question to info@bismarckdiocese.com 
with the “Question Afraid to Ask” in the 
subject line.

A:

Holy Father’s Prayer Intentions
       for February

Universal: 
Comfort for the Affl  icted. That 
all those who are affl  icted, 
especially the poor, refugees, and 
marginalized, may fi nd welcome 
and comfort in our communities.

Bismarck Diocese Seminarian Christian Smith was among 50 
men to receive the ministry of lector on Jan. 15. His Excellency 
Bishop Paul Tighe, Adjunct-Secretary to the Pontifi cal Council 
for Culture, conferred the honor in the Chapel of the Immaculate 
Conception at the Pontifi cal North American College in Rome.

His Excellency Bishop Tighe, in his homily, reminded 
those receiving the ministry of Lector that their newly given 
responsibility to proclaim the Word of God publicly is always to 
be grounded in the interior disposition to give themselves over to 
the service of others, that the very nature of the word “ministry” 
means to be a selfl ess servant, and that while at times trying and 
demanding, only this disposition allows the Word of God, the 
person of Jesus Christ, to be received by those whom they will 
serve. The Bishop noted the joy he felt in bringing 50 men to 
this place on their journey to the altar, a powerful witness to the 
vitality of the Church in the United States.

The seminarians, currently in their fi rst year of formation for 
the priesthood would have three additional years of theological 
studies and spiritual formation before being ordained to the 
priesthood in their home dioceses.

As part of the rite, the Bishop placed the Holy Scriptures, in 
the hands of each candidate and said, “Take this book of holy 
Scripture and be faithful in handing on the word of God, so that 
it may grow strong in the hearts of his people.”

—Information provided by the Pontifi cal North American College

Above, Seminarian Christian 
Smith (back row, center) during 
the recent rite of the ministry of 
lector with fellow seminarians 
attending the Pontifi cal North 
American College in Rome.

The book of the Holy Scriptures 
is placed in the hands of 

Seminarian Christian Smith 
during the recent rite of the 

ministry of lector.

Seminarian Smith receives 
ministry of lector

Photo credit: Pontifi cal North 
American College
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Balancing Church & State
CHRISTOPHER DODSON

Respecting the Catholic perspective on education
I am writing this column a 

few days after Governor Doug 
Burgum’s fi rst State of the State 
Address, in which the new 
governor called for substantial 
changes and a “reframing” of the 
state’s educational system. By the 
time this column is published, 
we will be celebrating Catholic 
Schools Week. Perhaps it is 
time to review some principles 
about education from a Catholic 
perspective.

Education is a human right. 
The dignity bestowed upon every 
human person extends not only 
to the person’s life, but also to the 
full potential of the human person. 
Like food, shelter, health care, 
and work, access to education is 
essential and the lack of it offends 
the dignity of the human person. 
This principle should serve as the 
reference point for all discussions 
regarding education policy. 
Keeping it in mind will help create 
policies focused on the common 
good and the human person, 
rather than narrow interests 
like test results and economic 
production.

Parents have a primary right 
and duty to educate their children 
in matters of religious education 
and morals. This duty to educate 
cannot be neglected or delegated. 
Parents cannot leave the religious 
and moral education of your 
children to the priests, nuns, 
religious education directors, 
Catholic schools, or youth 
ministers. They may help, but the 
primary responsibility rests with 
the parents.

Parents have a right and duty 
to educate their children in all 
matters that are not uniquely 
religious or moral. We cannot 
separate religion and morality 
from other fi elds of knowledge. 

Thus, the parents’ right to 
educate extends to education in 
general, and not just matters of 
religion and morals. This right is 
“irreplaceable and inalienable” 
and cannot be completely 
delegated to others.

Parents are the fi rst educators, 
not the only educators, of their 
children. Some parents seem 
content to turn over more and 
more of the responsibility to civil 
authorities. Other parents view 
their place as “fi rst educators” 
as absolute, giving very little or 
no role to government or church 
authorities in the education 
of their children. The Church, 
however, recognizes that parents 
must exercise their responsibility 
“in close and vigilant cooperation 
with civil and ecclesial agencies,” 
noting that both government and 
churches play necessary parts in 
the task of educating children.

Parents have a right to choose 
the educational means that best 
refl ect their convictions. In short, 
this means that parents have a 
right to choose whether to send 
their children to public schools, 
nonpublic schools, or to educate 
them at home.

Public authorities have the duty 
to guarantee this right and ensure 
the concrete conditions necessary 
for it be exercised. To put it 
another way, public subsidies 
for education must be allocated 
so that parents are truly free to 
exercise their right to choose 
the educational setting for their 
children without incurring unjust 
burdens. A just public education 
system provides education for all 
children, no matter where they are 
educated. Government, therefore, 
should fi nancially support home 
education and nonpublic schools. 
In addition, government should 

not interfere with, or place 
burdens on, the ability of parents 
to choose among public schools.

Consider fi rst the poor. Every 
proposal should be judged fi rst 
on how it impacts the poor. It 
should be no secret that education 
is key to giving the state’s poorest 
children, especially on the 
reservations, a chance to overcome 
poverty. Many parents simply 
cannot afford to exercise their 
right to choose the best school for 
their children. Reforms should 
start by giving them a real choice.

Catholic doctrine on education 
is basically a call to solidarity 
and empowerment. All of the 
community works together, in 
their respective roles, to assist the 
parents as the primary, but not 
sole, educators of their children. 
In this way, the task of education 
does not exclude or usurp anyone. 
Instead, all are called to help 
ensure that the dignity of every 

child is 
respected so that every child can 
develop to his or her full potential, 
just as God intended.

At the same time, respecting 
parental choice empowers 
parents to be more involved in 
the children’s education and 
calls upon public offi cials to 
better respect parents and the 
uniqueness of every child.

It remains to be seen what 
Governor Burgum will propose 
to, as he says, “lead the way 
in education across America.” 
Everyone involved, however, 
could benefi t from keeping in 
mind these universal truths the 
Catholic Church acknowledges 
as fundamental when it comes to 
educating our children.

■ Dodson serves as executive director of the 
N.D. Catholic Conference, the offi  cial liaison 
for the dioceses of Fargo and Bismarck in 
matters of public policy.

Weather impacts agriculture 
more than anything. And, there 
is a great inclination to cuss and 
discuss the weather, sometimes 
moving us to the point of 
depression. 

“It’s too hot!” “It’s too cold!” “It 
raining!” “It’s snowing!” “The wind 
is blowing!” Pleasing everybody at 
the same time is not possible—and 
why should it be? We are all 
different; that is how God made 
us. We all have different needs; 
that is how God wanted us. We all 
respond differently; that is how 
God helps us.

Through it all, however, is the 
point of life. As I refl ected on the 
good and bad of the weather, I 
remembered God is always there, 
always hoping that I make good 
choices. I have my own version 
of what reality should be and 
more often than not my reality is 

crosswise with what God wants.
From an agriculture production  

standpoint, most of the prairies 
of the Bismarck Diocese enjoyed 
generally great fall weather in 
2016—plentiful rains in September 
and summer like temperatures 
and growing conditions in October 
and November. Then, along 
came the cold temperatures in 
December and January continued 
the pattern. But the January thaw 
came and all thoughts of winter 
vanished—for at least a couple of 
days.

So, as I viewed the winter 
landscape, I was fl abbergasted 
by the characterization that our 
snow-covered prairies were an 
endless abyss. Yes, there are 
challenges. Yes, sinking in up to 
my waist and being forced to roll 
out of the snow bank changed 
my appearance to the Pillsbury 

doughboy, white with snow and 
almost as rotund.

The white prairie blanket 
is hope for the future. So, as 
I trudged through the snow I 
thought about how this disruption 
impacted my perfectly planned 
schedule. I had a plan and in it 
there was no room for suffering, 
no straying from normal.

Like everything in life, there is a 
silver lining. The snow forced me 
(and all of North Dakota) to stop 
what I was doing, to realize that I 
am less than a speck of dust in the 
universe. The message was loud 
and clear: relax, review your plan, 
look at your life in a whole new 
way.

Am I listening to God? Am 
I accepting the roadblocks and 
sufferings of life as ways to 
rearrange priorities to serve Jesus? 
Am I being presumptuous about 

my own 
importance? 
Is it possible 
the snow (and resulting moisture 
this spring) will give way to many 
more opportunities?

And, in the end, can I use 
those opportunities to be Christ’s 
messenger as I think, speak and 
act as part of the body of the 
Church? 

Tough questions, tough 
stuff, tough love. I know God 
loves me and will help. I need 
to pay attention, to commit 
unconditionally. Care to join me?

■ Odermann lives with his wife, Leona, on 
the family farm in Billings County. They 
are members of the Church of St. Patrick 
in Dickinson and assist with eucharistic 
celebrations there as well as at the Churches 
of St. Bernard (Belfi eld) and St. Mary 
(Medora).

JAMES  ODERMANN

Life’s interruptions off er opportunities to serve God

Ag Attitudes
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Mike Klabo
Strasburg

701-580-9036
michael.klabo@kofc.org

Mike Vetter
Minot

701-837-0135
michael.vetter@kofc.org

Don Willey, FIC
Bismarck

701-202-9089
don.willey@kofc.org

Pat Dolan, FICF
General Agent, Fargo

(701) 298-9922
patrick.dolan@kofc.org

Frank Greff, FICF, LUTCF
Dickinson

701-483-8839
frank.greff@kofc.org

Aaron Mahlmann, FIC, LUTCF
Bismarck

701-222-2755 
aaron.mahlmann@kofc.org

P ROT E C T WH AT MAT TE R S MO S T
YOU R LI F E .  YOU R FA M I LY.  YO U R FU T U R E .

Gen_Columbia_June 2015, Exp. 7/15/2017

L IFE  INSURANCE  D ISAB IL ITY  INSURANCE   

LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE RET IREMENT ANNUIT IES

Municipal Country Club, Bismarck

This is a night where mothers, aunts, 
grandmothers will let the special “knights”

in their lives (ages 4 & up) treat them 
to dinner and dancing.

Guests are encouraged to dress up
in medieval costumes for the event. 

$50 per Mother/Son couple
$10 each additional Son

Register at bismarckdiocese.com/knight
Questions, call Tara Brooke 701-204-7209

Starts at 5 p.m. Dinner served at 5:30
followed by fun and dancing.

The evening ends at 9:30 p.m.

Catholic
Charities
North Dakota

Join Catholic Charities North Dakota 
on-line at GivingHeartsDay.org on

February 9th, 2017
Your donations will be matched up to $4,000! 

We need your support to impact 
over 7,000 North Dakotans 

each year through our programs.

CatholicCharitiesND.org

-Adults Adopting Special 
Kids (AASK)

-Pregnancy, Parenting and 
Adoption Services

-Counseling Services for 
Individuals, Couples 

and Families
-Guardianship Services for 

adults with intellectual 
disabilities
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