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No matter the age or 
circumstances when a man 
realizes his true vocation in life, 
it’s probably a diffi cult question to 
answer when it was, exactly, they 
knew that the priesthood was the 
perfect path. How do you really 
know?

For Diocesan Seminarian 
Deacon Greg Luger it was at his 
ordination to the diaconate last 
spring. “I remember how on 
my retreat in preparation to be 
ordained a deacon, our retreat 
master, Bishop Ricken (probably 
drawing from his own experience) 
said to me and my classmates, 
‘When the hands come down 
(referring to the laying on of 

hands) it’s a sign that you have 
been chosen.’ When Bishop Kagan 
laid his hands on my head that 
immediately came to mind. This 
was a sign to me that I had indeed 
been chosen for this vocation. This 
isn’t to say that I didn’t have 
certainty beforehand, but it was a 
nice confi rmation.”

Deacon Luger and his 
classmate, Deacon Jordan 
Dosch will be ordained to the 
holy priesthood for the Diocese 
of Bismarck on May 31 at the 
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, with 
Bishop Kagan presiding.

Both men felt the call to the 
priesthood in their late teens. 
“Even though I attended Catholic 
education through high school, 
the thought of the priesthood 

did not cross my mind until after 
graduation,” Jordan explained. 
It was a contribution from the 
witness of faithful vocations 
at home, at the high school, 
and an infl uential pilgrimage 
to Rome that I gained a better 
understanding of the concept of a 
vocation. I understood very clearly 
that a vocation is a question every 
faithful Christian must answer, 
and I wanted to have certainty, so 
I started to pray!”

Greg added, “I guess I fi rst 
began to think about a vocation 
to the priesthood when I was in 
junior high school. However, I 
did not think about it seriously 

until my senior year of high school 
when I took a course called the 
Catholic disciple and began to pray 
more regularly.”

During these formative years, 
both men say different people 
they encountered have reinforced 
and advanced their vocation. 
“One person who had a signifi cant 
impact on my life was Bishop 
Zipfel,” Greg said. “I remember 
when I was fi rst going through the 
application process to enter the 
seminary I had to meet with him 
personally in his offi ce. I’ll never 
forget the expression of joy that he 
had when he met me at the door. 

Deacons Luger and Dosch to be ordained May 31

Diocesan Seminarians Deacon Greg Luger (second from left) and Deacon Jordan Dosch (third from left) will be 
ordained to the holy priesthood for the diocese on May 31. They are fl anked by Diocesan Vocations Director Fr. 
Josh Waltz (left) and Msgr. Thomas Richter, who previously served as vocations director.

Photo by Deacon Joe Krupinsky

Continued on page 3
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Approaching the month 
of June, we all realize 
that, soon enough, our 

daily schedules will change and, 
hopefully, change so that we 
can enjoy a bit slower pace and 
some vacation time. By the end 
of May, we will have observed 
the graduations of many of our 
young people from grade school, 
high school and college. The 
“unoffi cial” beginning of the 
summer season will have arrived 

with the observance of Memorial 
Day and the weather is getting 
nicer.  All of this should remind us 
of how blessed we are by God, the 
One Who has given us our life and 
every other good thing to enjoy 
and use to save our immortal souls 
and help others do the same.

There are a few things that 
do not and should not change in 
our daily lives simply because 
the summer season has arrived. 
I am certain you know to what I 
refer: our obligation to attend and 
participate at Mass each Sunday 
and Holy Day of Obligation, 
our daily prayers, the regular 
celebration of the sacrament of 
penance, our performing of those 
good works of mercy and charity 
as we are able, and our practice 
of some form of self-denial 
and mortifi cation as our health 
permits. In other words, there is 
no time in our year, in our lives, 
when we can “take a vacation from 
our fi rst vocations” to be holy and 
to increase the holiness of our 
daily lives.

Depending on what we do 
and where we fi nd ourselves 
this summer, consider this one 
suggestion, be faithful to Sunday 

and Holy Day Mass and then 
commit yourself to go to Mass 
one other day during the week. 
I say this because so many fi nd 
such great joy, peace, consolation 
and love from being at Mass and 
uniting themselves to the priest 
in offering to Our Father the 
perfect prayer for themselves and 
all others. Over the course of the 
centuries, many of the saints of 
our Church have refl ected on the 
question, “Why should I go to 
Mass every day?” 

I will cite but a few of their 
refl ections. In a revelation of 
Jesus to St. Gertrude the Great, 
she was told, “For each Mass we 
attend with devotion, Our Lord 
sends a saint to comfort us at 
death.”  Padre Pio, a stigmatic and 
saint said, “The world could exist 
more easily without the sun than 
without the Mass.”  The Curé of 
Ars, St. John Vianney, said, “If we 
knew the value of the Mass, we 
would die for joy.”

Once Saint Teresa of Avila was 
overwhelmed with God’s goodness 
and asked Our Lord, “How can I 
thank You?” Our Lord replied to 
her, “Attend one Mass.” Blessed 
Pope Paul VI said, “The Mass is 
the most perfect form of prayer.” 

I could go on, but you get my 
point. At the Holy Sacrifi ce of the 
Mass, we are as intimately united 
with God as we can be on this 
earth. It really is that foretaste of 
heaven where we will see Him as 
He is and face to face.

I close with a prayer the good 
Sisters taught me as a young 
grade school boy. I have said it 
at each Mass after receiving Holy 
Communion. “O Jesus, I believe 
that you are truly present in the 
Blessed Sacrament. Although my 
eyes and tongue tell me that I have 
received only bread, yet my faith 
tells me that I have received Your 
Body and Blood. I believe, Lord; 
help my unbelief. I adore You as 
my God and my Savior. Amen.”
Have a blessed and safe summer. 

God bless you and keep you. 

Bishop  David D. Kagan
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Don’t take a vacation from holiness BISHOP’S 
SCHEDULE 
JUNE - JULY 2017

FROM THE BISHOP

Bishop David D. Kagan

June 1 • Mass and sending 
ceremony for Father 
David Morman, 
Cathedral of the Holy 
Spirit, Bismarck, 8 a.m. 

June 3 • Pentecost Vigil Mass, 
Cathedral of the 
Holy Spirit, 5 p.m. 

June 4 • Catholic Indian 
Congress, Church of St. 
Anthony, New Town 

June 4-9 • Annual Clergy Retreat, 
Assumption Abbey, 
Richardton 

June 15 • Diocesan Finance 
Council meeting, Center 
for Pastoral Ministry, 
Bismarck, 10 a.m.

June 18 • Mass and 40th 
Anniversary Celebration 
in honor of Father 
Charles Zins, Church of 
St. Vincent de Paul, 
Mott, 10 a.m.  MDT

June 20 • Real Presence Radio 
interview, 9 a.m. 

June 21 • Parish Expansion Fund 
meeting, Chancery, 
11 a.m. 

June 29 • North Dakota Catholic 
Conference meeting, 
Jamestown, 10 a.m. 

July 9 • Annual Town and 
Country Celebration, 
Mott

July 10 • Minot Serra Club Mass 
and smoke-out, 
Minot, 5 p.m. 

July 17 • Annual Seminarian Golf 
Fundraiser, Mandan

July 18 • Real Presence Radio 
interview, 9 a.m. 

July 20 • Annual Corporate Board 
Meeting, Bishop Ryan 
High School, 
Minot, 5:15 p.m. 

July 23-25 • Priest and Deacon 
Summerfest, University 
of Mary, Bismarck  

July 26 • Mass for those 
attending Steubenville 
Conference, Cathedral, 
9:30 a.m. 

July 27 • Catholic Foundation 
Board meeting, Center 
for Pastoral Ministry, 
Bismarck, 11 a.m. 

Staff  photo
On May 16, Bishop Kagan presented the Catholic Charities ND Caritas Award to Joyce and 
Roger Sand of Minot for their work with the Our Lady of Grace Food Pantry in Minot. The 
award presentation luncheon took place at Spirit of Life in Mandan.
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And I thought to myself, ‘Who 
am I in comparison to you?’ I 
was just a kid, about 19 at the 
time, and he was a bishop in his 
seventies! That really struck me 
as a model I needed to follow.”

Jordan, too, looked for a 
model to follow on his path 
to greater holiness. “First and 
foremost, Jesus Christ, and 
growing in relationship with 
Him through the reception 
of the sacraments and daily 
prayer. This has been aided 
through many different 
infl uences, such as my family, 
my teachers, and the priests of 
the Diocese of Bismarck.”

The men know that this is 
a chapter in their life closing 
and a new one opening as they 
fi nish up their long journey 
of seminary studies—Greg at 
Kenrick-Glennon Seminary 
in St. Louis and Jordan at the 
Pontifi cal North American 
College in Rome—and ready 
themselves for ordination 
to the holy priesthood.“The 
thought of ordination is, on one 
side extremely humbling, and 
the other extremely exciting,” 
Jordan shared. “If one cannot 
give what one does not have, 
then I am on one side very 
excited to give what I have 
received through the years 
of seminary formation and 
study, and at the same time, 
humbled in knowing my own 
unworthiness and how I need 
to grow in holiness so as to be a 
better bridge for the people of 
God.”

Greg added his sentiments 
toward the momentous day, “At 
long last! But in all seriousness, 
I approach it with gratitude 
since the priesthood is such an 
incredible thing.” 

Both move forward in their 
vocation with confi dence, yet 
some humble trepidation when 
asked what they look forward to 
during their priesthood. “This 
is a diffi cult question, because 
theoretically I understand the 
priesthood, but practically I 
am not sure what it is going 
to be like yet,” Jordan stated. 
“I am looking forward to 
assisting the faithful in their 
journey to God, spiritually 
through prayer and offering 
the sacraments, as well as 
rationally in catechesis.”“Saying 
Mass, hearing confessions, and 
bringing people to their Lord,” 
Greg answered as to what he’s 
anticipating enjoying most.

Greg added, “I would just 
like to encourage everyone to 
please continue to pray, not 
only for me, but for all priests 
that they may be faithful and 
fruitful in their ministry always 
remaining close to the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus. The priestly 
ministry is a big task and we 
could certainly use the prayers 
of the faithful!”

Jordan, too, asks for 
prayers, “I would just like to 
thank all the people of the 
Diocese of Bismarck for their 
much-appreciated prayers as I 
approach ordination. I am very 
excited to return home and get 
started!”

You have been chosen
Continued from front page

Town and Country
Celebration

July 9,
2017

Mott, N.D.

7904 95th
Ave. SW
Mott, ND

Blessing of animals, land and 
machinery will begin at

11:30 a.m. MDT followed by Mass 
with Bishop Kagan at Noon. 

A free lunch and entertainment by 
diocesan seminarians will follow.

Register at bismarckdiocese.com/townandcountry or call 701-204-7185.
Registration requested for an accurate meal count.

Hosted at the Scott and Magen Miller 
farm along with Fr. Charles Zins

and Fr. Stephen Folorunso
and the parishioners of

St. Vincent De Paul, Mott,
St. John the Baptist, New Leipzig

and St. Henry, Regent.

Come join the 
fun and

bring what you 
need for an

enjoyable day 
outside.

From Mott, drive 2.5 miles south from the 4-way stop sign in Mott. Stay on the 
highway, let it curve you west, once you find 93rd Ave. turn south for 6.5 miles. The  
farm is on the east side of the road.

From the west (Regent area), go 5 miles east from the junction of 8 & 21 to find 93rd Ave.

From the south (Hettinger area), go 17 miles north on highway 8 until you find 81st

Street (which is also on mile marker 29) turn east on 81st for 6 miles then go north
2 miles on 95th Ave.

Rite of Institution of Acolytes
Diocesan Seminarian Mark Aune recently received the Rite of 

Institution of Acolytes on April 20. The Most Reverend Edward Rice, 
Bishop of Springfi eld-Cape Girardeau was the celebrant at the Mass held 
in the St. Joseph Chapel at Kenrick-Glennon Seminary in St. Louis. In 
their new role, the men will take on more responsibilities in assisting 
the priests and deacons at the altar and bringing communion to the 
sick while growing spiritually in their new duties. Seminarian Aune 
continues his studies at Kenrick-Glennon Seminary. This past academic 
year, Diocesan Seminarian Deacon Greg Luger also attended and Fr. 
Paul Eberle was on staff as the Spiritual Director. Deacon Luger will be 
ordained to the holy priesthood for the diocese on May 31 and Fr. Eberle 
will become the pastor of St. Charles in Bowman, St. Mel in Rhame and 
St. Mary in Marmarth on June 1.

Submitted photos
Above, Seminary Spiritual Director Fr. Paul Eberle (left) and Seminarian Deacon Greg 
Luger (right) took part in the Mass of the Rite of Acolyte for Seminarian Mark Aune. Below, 
Diocesan seminarian Mark Aune received the Rite of Acolyte at Kenrick-Glennon Seminary 
in St. Louis on April 20.
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Christian Music Recording Artist

MATT MAHER
IN CONCERT

Saturday August 12th  |  7 PM  |  Scheels Arena  Fargo, ND

Jamison StrainSonar

Tickets available exclusively through
tickets300.com or at the 

Scheels Arena box office
 Special rates available to groups of
8 or more, use promo code: grace

Sponsored by the Diocese of Fargo

with special guests

 Father Fred Harvey 
concelebrates with Bishop 

Kagan and Deacon Terry Glatt 
during the annual Blue Mass.

Photos by Deacon Joe Krupinsky

Deacon Terry Glatt assisted during the 
annual Blue Mass at the Cathedral of the 
Holy Spirit on May 16.
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By James Odermann
Men from the Bismarck Diocese 

studying for the priesthood 
are invited and scheduled to 
meet at the edge of the North 
Dakota badlands June 11-13. 
The “Seminarian Getaway: 
Unload and Unwind” event 
is sponsored by the Belfi eld 
Knights of Columbus Council 
6310 to express appreciation 
and encouragement to those 
studying for the priesthood. 
Belfi eld Council members Roger 
Decker, Tom Tessier and Rudy 
Syminow are co-chairmen of 
the event. The inaugural event 
was held in 2016 with nearly all 
diocesan seminarians attending. 
Decker said priests from the 
Bismarck Diocese are also 
expected to participate in the 
2017 getaway.“The priesthood 
is founded on the principle of 
service that Jesus showed us while 
walking this earth,” Decker said. 
“We owe so much to these current 
and future servant leaders. Our KC 
Council wants to give our brother 
seminarians a chance to take a 
breather from their studies and 
schedules.”

Syminow said priests from the 
diocese are welcome to be part of 
the event. “We in the Bismarck 
Diocese are so fortunate to have 
so many dedicated priests. Our 
council is so appreciative of their 
efforts and this is one way when 
we can give them something back 
for all they do for us.”

The Seminarian Getaway: 
Unload and Unwind program 
provides a venue for prayer, 
refl ection, socializing and 
fellowship. The St. Bernard Parish 
Hall is the central location for 
activities, but participants will 
interact with residents of many 
western North Dakota counties.

Seminarian support
Father Josh Waltz, director 

of vocations for the Bismarck 
Diocese, is working closely with 
Decker, Tessier, Syminow and 
many members of the Belfi eld 
Knights of Columbus group. 
Father Waltz sees involving 
seminarians with laity in rural 
areas as important in the 
formation process because the 
diocese is made up of a lot of small 
towns.

At the 2016 event, Father Waltz 
noted the attraction of small 
towns is “something very unique 
to North Dakota . . . We have a lot 
of young men that are signing up 
because of the fraternity and the 
love of the parishes, the support of 
the laity.”

Father Waltz, in a letter to 
the Belfi eld council as part of 
an application for an award 
within the Knight of Columbus 
organization for the 2016 event, 
noted, “As Vocation Director, I 
encounter many councils of the 
Knights of Columbus. This council 
went above and beyond what 
was asked of them and managed 
to think way outside the box 
and provide one of the greatest 
fraternal gatherings we had this 
summer. Moreover, I believe 
that they have started something 

new and fresh in our diocese and 
are leading the way to new ideas 
for vocations in the Knights of 
Columbus organization!”    

Hunting opportunity
In addition to the brotherhood 

of the seminarians and priests, 
those attending will be given the 
opportunity to see the native 
beauty of the area. One activity 
scheduled is harvest of vermin 
that negatively affect the economy 
of beef producers—a prairie dog 
hunt.

Father Bill Ruelle, pastor of St. 
Bernard Parish, complimented the 
Belfi eld Knights on their efforts in 
a letter to the council. “Through 
prairie dog hunting, a pastime 
unique to our area, we were able to 
offer joyful and prayerful support 
to the good seminarians of the 
Diocese of Bismarck.”

Father Ruelle related the 
experience to his own formation. 
“I know that when I was a 
seminarian, it was always 
encouraging just to know that 
there were people back home who 
cared about me and supported me 
in what I was doing,” he wrote. 
“Our seminarians need that 
encouragement and an event such 
as ‘Unload and Unwind’ certainly 
provides it.”

Decker said there is a thirst 
for spiritual growth, which 
the seminarians and priests of 
the diocese share. “This event 
allows us as laity to interact with 
seminarians, to learn about their 
needs and lend support: time, 
talent, treasure and prayer,” he 
said. “There is much support for 
the seminarians commitment and 
there are many women and men 
in the diocese who care deeply for 
them”.”

Event schedule
The seminarians and priests 

gather on June 11 at a social, 
supper and evening of visiting. 
“This is a low key event with 
no pressure, no deadlines, no 
agenda,” Syminow said. “We 
(Belfi eld Knights of Columbus 
Council 6310) are committed to 
getting to serve our servant leaders 
in the diocese.”

Mass initiates the June 12 
schedule followed by fellowship 

at breakfast prepared by the 
Belfi eld Catholic Daughters Court 
Our Mother of Perpetual Help 
2148. Seminarians and priests 
are then divided into teams of 
two with a guide and landowner 
for the prairie dog hunt. The day 
concludes with a reception and 
supper for the participants. The 
public is invited and a free will 
offering will be accepted.

Decker said the event is a 
venue when the seminarians can 
get to know each other better, as 
well as interact with their future 
brother priests. “Our diocesan 
seminarians attend schools all 
over the world,” he said. “The 
‘Seminarian Getaway: Unload and 
Unwind’ program offers a chance 
for participants to gather, get to 
know each other and interact with 
the laity in the area.” 

A big part of the “Seminarian 
Getaway: Unload and Unwind” 
is the opportunity for the 
seminarians to meet with the laity 
of the St. Bernard parish family 
and the entire Belfi eld community 
and region. “St. Bernard’s (parish) 
serves members that come from 
diverse ethnic, social, professional 
and economic backgrounds,” 

Syminow said. “Yet, we all believe 
in a God that cares for and loves 
us all.”

Syminow said Council 6310 
feels strongly about supporting 
the priests and seminarians of the 
diocese. “We want to share that 
commitment and seek to see God’s 
goodness in our seminarians,” he 
said. “Who knows, one or many 
of them someday may be our 
spiritual father as the pastor of 
our parish. We have an obligation 
to support them and get to know 
them.”

Support for the Seminarian 
Getaway: Unload and Unwind 
through the Belfi eld Knights 
of Columbus Council 6310 
approaches almost one-third of 
the membership. The Belfi eld 
Catholic Daughters Court Our 
Mother of Perpetual Help 2148 
and parish members also assist.

The Seminarian Getaway: 
Unload and Unwind welcomes the 
public to the supper and reception 
on June 12. Individuals planning 
to attend are asked to contact the 
Belfi eld Knights of Columbus or 
the St. Bernard Parish. 

The event concludes the 
morning of June 13 after Mass.

Diocese vocation director Fr. Josh Waltz interacts with seminarians as part of the 2016 
“Seminarian Getaway: Unload and Unwind.” The Belfi eld Knights of Columbus Council 
6310 are hosting the event again this year June 11-13.

Father Chris Kadrmas is welcomed by Bryce Cerkoney to the 2016 “Seminarian Getaway: Unload and Unwind.” Also pictured are diocesan 
seminarians Grant Dvorak and John Windsor, Bryce’s dad,  Knights of Columbus Council 6310 member Bill Cerkoney. 

Go West, young men
Event off ers getaway for diocesan seminarians and priests
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Funeral for Uncle Steve
Local woman gifts relative with funeral Mass

By Patti Armstrong
Although Steve Roerich was 

born and raised in Linton, N.D., 
California had become his home 
since the 1970s. He still had family 
in North Dakota and even visited 
once in a while, but the distance 
and busyness of life had stretched 
family ties.  

For Bonnie Volk, Steve was a 
connection to her dad. “He was my 
dad’s brother,” she said. “I was 27 
and my dad was 49 when he died; 
only 11 months after Dave and I 
were married.”

Uncle Steve and her dad grew 
up in a farm family with 10 
kids, Bonnie explained. “Every 
Sunday they attended Mass at 
St. Bernard’s mission church 
which has since closed down.” 
She recalled that as a young 
girl, during summer visits, she 
sometimes joined her grandfather 
for the daily Mass. Bonnie’s 
grandmother had died when she 
was only two years old. 

Family visits 
Although Bonnie and her Uncle 

Steve were not particularly close 
there was always a family bond. 
Two years ago, she and Dave 
visited Uncle Steve and his wife 
Karen, in Buena Park, Calif.

Steve had long ago stopped 
practicing his Catholic faith and 
had been married at the county 
courthouse. It was not his fi rst 
marriage. Bonnie noticed palms 
around Steve’s house and in his 
truck from Palm Sunday services, 
and said her uncle had a spiritual 
side, but his Church membership 
had gone by the wayside.

Last summer, Steve and his wife 
drove from California to Bismarck 
to attend Dave and Bonnie’s son’s 
wedding. It was a busy time amid 
the wedding activities, so there 
was precious time for visiting, 
but it was clear that family still 
mattered to Steve.  

Cancer Diagnosis
This past Dec. 7, Steve called 

Bonnie to tell her he had just been 

diagnosed with kidney cancer. 
“He didn’t even sound sick,” she 
said. Steve did not want surgery or 
treatment. Bonnie was reassured 
that he had a social worker and his 
wife Karen looking out for him.

The next day, Steve called 
Bonnie again but this time his 
breathing was labored. “I want 
peace,” he said. “I just want peace 
and forgiveness.”

Bonnie responded, “Steve, the 
only time I have that kind of peace 
is when I come out of confession, 
after I have given everything to 
Jesus. It’s the kind of peace that is 
beyond this world; it’s everything. 
Do you want that kind of peace?” 
“Yes.” “Do you want me to fi nd a 
priest?”“Yes.” “Do you want me to 
fi nd a priest right a way?” “No, it 
can wait until next week.”

Bonnie found a priest in Orange 
County, near Buena Park where 
Steve lived. The priest called 
Steve on Saturday, Dec. 10. Steve 
said it was not necessary to come 
immediately, but they made plans 
for the priest to visit on Tuesday.  

Bonnie called her uncle on 
Sunday. His breathing sounded 
even more labored. “Are you sure 
you don’t want me to ask the priest 
to come over today?” she asked. 
“No, Tuesday will be fi ne,” he 
insisted.

Bonnie encouraged Steve to 
take the time between Sunday and 
until the priest came to spend with 
Jesus. “God is real,”’ she said. “He 
hears you. Just talk to Him. He’s 
been waiting for this.” Steve told 
her that he would.

On Monday, Karen called. “He’s 
gone,” she said.

Bonnie’s heart sank. Her uncle’s 
time had run out. “Our fathers 
have passed on, many relatives as 
well, and I realized that we were 
left now to pray for Uncle Steve, 
too, for the rest of our lives,” she 
said. “I’m fi ne with doing that, but 
feel angry that Steve waited his 
whole life and missed out on the 
power of submitting to Our Lord 
in confession and receiving the 

unbelievable mercy 
that pours out.”

Funeral 
arrangements

Bonnie asked 
Karen if she 
had plans for a 
funeral. There 
were none. “I’ll be 
happy to do that 
for you,” Bonnie 
offered. “Steve was 
baptized a Catholic 
and it would be 
important to my 
family to have a 
funeral Mass for 
him. And it would 
be important to 
him.”

Karen 
agreed. Steve’s 
remains were 
cremated, placed in an urn 
and delivered in a box to 
Bonnie’s house. Msgr. Chad 
Gion pastor of Spirit of Life 
in Mandan, where Bonnie 
and Dave are parishioners, 
agreed to preside at the 
funeral.“Whether Steve 
appreciated the faith or the 
Mass when he lived, he has a 
deep appreciation for it now,” 
Msgr. Gion said. “We were doing 
him a kindness, a corporal work of 
mercy, to help him.”

Msgr. Gion explained that 
when a person dies, if they are 
in purgatory, saying Masses for 
them assists in the purgative 
work. “Purgatory is a place where 
everything that was broken in us 
is healed and people complete 
their fi nal conversion,” he said. 
“People in purgatory can’t pray for 
themselves, but we can pray for 
them.”

The body of Christ
“I knew my uncle had wounds 

he did not talk much about, but 
there was nothing more healing 
that I could give him than 
this Mass and to pray for him 
afterwards,” Bonnie explained. 

Nine family members attended 
the funeral. During the rosary 
before the service, the parish 
staff joined in. When Bonnie was 
suddenly overcome with tears, Sr. 
Mary Michael, who was sitting 
behind her, picked up the prayers 
until Bonnie could continue.  “At 
that moment, I felt what it really 
means to be the body of Christ,” 
she said. “Sometimes, what we 
can’t do for ourselves, we can do 
for each other. The funeral Mass 
was something I could do for 
Uncle Steve.”

Right before the fi nal blessing, 
Bonnie said she heard her Uncle 
Steve’s voice in her heart. “Thank 
you, Bonnie,” he said.

Steve had been in the Air Force 
years earlier and was buried at the 
Veterans Memorial Cemetery.

  
UPCOMING EVENTS

■ Fatima statue at fi ve parishes June 16-20
Five parishes across the diocese will be hosting 
the world-famous International Pilgrim 
Virgin Statue of Our Lady of Fatima, traveling 
worldwide since 1947. The statue is on an 
historic two-year journey across America to 
commemorate the 100th anniversary of the 
apparitions at Fatima, visiting more than 100 
dioceses in 50 states. The Diocese of Bismarck 
is participating in the tour June 16-20. The 
locations and dates of the statue tour stops 
are: St. Mary’s in Hague on June 16, Christ the 
King in Mandan on June 17, St. Leo the Great 
in Minot on June 18, St. Joseph in Williston on 
June 19 and Queen of Peace in Dickinson on 
June 20. Contact the parish for more details on 
the statue visit.

■ Town and Country Mass 
July 9
Celebrate the Town and Country Mass on 
Sunday, July 9 at the farm of Scott and Magen 
Miller farm near Mott. Host parishes are St. 
Vincent De Paul, Mott, St. John the Baptist, 
New Leipzig and St. Henry, Regent along with 

Fr. Charles Zins and Fr. Stephen Folorunso. 
Blessing of animals and machinery begins at 
11:30 a.m. MDT followed by Mass with Bishop 
Kagan at noon. A free lunch and entertainment 
by diocesan seminarians will follow. From Mott, 
drive 2.5 miles south from the 4-way stop sign 
in Mott. Stay on the highway, let it curve you 
west, once you fi nd 93rd Ave. turn south for 6.5 
miles. The farm is on the east side of the road. 
Please register at www.bismarckdiocese.com/
townandcountry or call 204-7185. Registration 
is required for an accurate meal count.

■ Seminarian Golf Tournament July 17
The 3rd Annual Seminarian Scholarship Golf 
Tournament Fundraiser, hosted by the Catholic 
Foundation is Monday, July 17 at Prairie 
West Golf Course, Mandan. Shotgun start at 
noon. Cost is $125 per player which includes 
box lunch, green fees and cart, hole prizes, 
competitions, drink tickets, two Mulligans 
per player, and awards dinner. Sponsorship 
opportunities are also available. Proceeds 
benefi t the Seminarian Scholarship Fund. Go 
to www.CatholicFoundation DOB.com/golf to 

register. For more information, please contact 
Eve Mercer at 701-204-7229 or emercer@
bismarckdiocese.com.

■ Marriage encounter weekends
A Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend is 
a private weekend away from distractions 
of daily life for couples in good marriages. 
Give your marriage this gift. The next 
available weekends are July 14-16 in Buff alo, 
Minn. and Nov. 10-12 in Medora. Early 
registration is highly recommended. For more 
information, visit ndwwme.org or contact Rob 
and Angie at 701-347-1998.

■ Chant Camp Aug. 14-19
Chant Camp will be held Aug. 14-19 at the 
Church of St. Anne in Bismarck. All children 
ages 7-17 from the Bismarck Diocese are 
welcome to register at www.stannesbismarck.
org/chant-camp. The week of sacred music 
learning will include adult workshops, an organ 
recital at the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit (Aug. 
18 at 11 a.m.), as well as the children singing for 
4:30 p.m. Vigil Mass at St. Anne’s on Aug. 19.  
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Editor’s note: A version of 
this story ran in last month’s 
issue with incorrect dates. 

This June, fi ve parishes 
across the diocese will be 
hosting the world-famous 
International Pilgrim 
Virgin Statue of Our Lady 
of Fatima, traveling 
worldwide since 1947.

The locations and 
dates of the statue tour 
stops are: St. Mary’s in 
Hague on June 16, Christ 
the King in Mandan on June 17, St. 
Leo the Great in Minot on June 18, 
St. Joseph in Williston on June 19 
and Queen of Peace in Dickinson 
on June 20. Contact the parish for 
more details on the statue visit.

The statue is on an historic 
two-year journey across America, 
March 2016 to December 2017, 
to commemorate the 100th 
anniversary of the apparitions at 
Fatima, visiting more than 100 
dioceses in 50 states. 

Earlier this month marked 
the 100th anniversary of the 
apparitions of Our Lady at Fatima. 
She appeared several times over 
the course of several months 
to Lucia dos Santos, Francisco, 
and Jacinta Marto who were, 
respectively, ten, nine, and seven 
years old. The three shepherd 
children lived in Aljustrel, a small 
village in the township of Fatima 
in Portugal. 

Earlier this month, Pope 
Francis canonized the two 
Portuguese shepherd children, 
Francisco, and Jacinta Marto, who 
claimed to have seen the Virgin 
Mary over the course of several 

month 100 years ago. Their 
reported visions turned the town 
of Fatima into one of the world’s 
major Catholic shrines.

The two Marto siblings died two 
years after the visions during the 
Spanish Flu pandemic in Europe. 
Lucia, who became a nun, died 
in 2005. She is being considered 
for possible beatifi cation, but the 
process could only start fi ve years 
after her death.

The International Pilgrim Virgin 
Statue of Fatima was sculpted 
in 1947 by famous sculptor 
José Thedim, upon the precise 
instructions of Sister Lucia. On 
October 13, 1947, the statue was 
blessed by the Bishop of Fatima 
and commissioned to serve as the 
Pilgrim Virgin that would carry 
the blessings of Fatima throughout 
the world. The Bishop prayed that 
Mary herself accompany the statue 
wherever it goes.

Many graces and favors have 
been associated with the image. 
The statue has traveled around the 
globe many times, visiting more 
than 100 countries, including 
Russia and China.

—Submitted information

Fatima statue at fi ve 
parishes in June

Tour honors 100th Anniversary of apparitions

Prayer for the Fatima Centennial
U.S. Tour for Peace

O Queen of the Rosary, Sweet Virgin of 
Fatima, who has deigned to appear in the 
land of Portugal, we beg you to watch over 
our dear homeland and assure its moral and 
spiritual revival. 

Bring back peace to all the nations of the 
world so that all, our own nation in particular, 
may be happy to call you their Queen and 
the Queen of Peace. Amen.

Our Lady of the Rosary, pray for our 
country.

Our Lady of Fatima, obtain for all humanity 
a lasting peace.

Why is Fatima 
relevant 100 
years later?

When Mary appeared 
in Fatima, Portugal, a 
century ago and spoke 

to three children, she provided 
the world some very timely 
warnings. She promised that 
World War I would soon end, 
but warned of the rise and 
spread of Communism and 
the possibility of a second, 
and worse, world war. She 
predicted events related to the 
Cold War. She even predicted 
the attempted assassination of 
Pope Saint John Paul II, which 
happened in 1981. 

In the midst of a century 
plagued by constant and 
terrible warfare, Mary 
repeatedly asked everyone 
to pray the rosary every day 
for peace. To lend credibility 
to what the children were 
reporting, since nobody 
else could see Mary, the sun 
miraculously danced in the sky 
on Oct. 13, 1917. As many as 
75,000 people witnessed this 
and it was reported in secular, 
anti-Catholic newspapers. It 
was undeniable that something 
amazing had happened.

These events were remarkable. 
But, what relevance do they 
have today, given that the 
World Wars, the Cold War, and 
even the foretold assassination 
attempt on the Holy Father 
have all taken place? Does 
Fatima still matter? As Pope 
Saint John Paul II said in 1981, 
“Fatima is more important now 
than in 1917!” Cardinal Joseph 
Ratzinger, the future Pope 
Benedict XVI, likewise said in 
the year 2000 that “we would be 
mistaken to think that Fatima’s 
prophetic mission is complete.”

After all, Communism is still a 
threat to Christians around the 
world, such as in China. Mary’s 
advice for countering it in 1917 
is still valid. Mary’s advice is 
likewise valid in opposing the 
numerous other threats facing 
us now: relativism, secularism, 
the culture of death, the many 
attacks on marriage and family 
life, militant Islam, and so on.

What was Mary’s advice at 
Fatima? In short, it was to 
change the world by prayer, 
penance, and through our own 
deeper conversions to Christ. 
Practically speaking, as Fr. 
Andrew Apostoli summarized 
it, to live the message of Fatima 
we must do several things. 
We must strive to live good 
Christian lives. We must pray 
every day, especially the rosary. 

We should observe the Five 
First Saturdays devotion which 
includes monthly confession, 
reception of Holy Communion, 
the praying of and meditation 
upon the rosary, all done 
with the intention of making 
reparation for sacrileges and 
blasphemies committed 
against Mary’s Immaculate 
Heart.  Finally, we should make 
sacrifi ces for the conversion of 
sinners, especially by accepting 
suff ering patiently in reparation 
for our sins and those of others. 
If enough people do these 
things, the world will change for 
the better.

While Mary announced these 
instructions in 1917 and 
requested the new devotion of 
the Five First Saturdays in 1925, 
nothing essentially new was 
prescribed in them. God has 
always encouraged us, through 
his Church, to pray, do penance, 
and participate frequently 
in the holy sacrifi ce of the 
Mass and the sacrament of 
reconciliation. He has likewise 
always called us to deeper 
conversion from sin. 

Fatima is relevant because it 
reminds us that the remedy for 
the many threats we face in the 
world is not complicated and 
new: it is simply living of lives 
of prayer, penance, and union 
with God. It reminds us that, 
as St. Augustine put it, “God 
created us without us: but he 
did not will to save us without 
us.” God wills that the benefi ts 
he won for us upon the cross be 
in some way distributed with 
our cooperation. Our prayers 
and sacrifi ces made in union 
with Jesus’ sacrifi ce on the cross 
really do matter. At Fatima, we 
were reminded that there is a 
plan for peace and that we all 
have a part in it.

For those who want to learn 
more about Our Lady of 
Fatima, I recommend the book 
Fatima for Today by Fr. Andrew 
Apostoli, published by Ignatius 
Press. To learn how you can 
become more involved in living 
out the message of Fatima, 
visit the World Apostolate of 
Fatima online at http://wafusa.
org. And for information about 
our Diocesan Division of the 
World Apostolate of Fatima, 
call Deacon Doug Helbing 
at 400-0233 or email him at 
doughelbing@gmail.com.

■ Fr. Signalness is pastor of Sts. Peter 
and Paul in Strasburg, St. Michael in 
rural Linton and St. Mary in Hague. 
If you have a question you were 
afraid to ask, now is the time to ask 
it! Simply email your question to 
info@bismarckdiocese.com with the 
“Question Afraid to Ask” in the subject 
line.

Questions
I was afraid to ask

FR. JASON SIGNALNESS

A:

Q:
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By Amanda Evinger
A couple of months ago, one of Nancy 

Magnuson’s third grade students walked 
into the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
(CGS) Atrium, closed her eyes, and said, 
“Oh, this is my favorite place to be!”    

Her comment meant a lot to Nancy, who 
is the elementary religion teacher at Bishop 
Ryan Catholic School, but at the same time, 
it didn’t surprise her. Time and time again, 
Nancy witnesses the remarkable impact 
that the CGS program has on her students, 
and how it helps them blossom into the 
beautiful little people God has created them 
to be.“I had a five-year-old preschool CGS 
student who drew a picture of the Mass, and 
he even included the epiclesis in it,” Nancy 
shared. “He also drew the arms of the priest 
raised over the chalice and the paten. He 
even had the liturgical colors correct! It is 
amazing what my students learn from the 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd program. 
They are filled with excitement during class, 
and can’t wait to get their hands on the new 
works I have in the atrium.”

From experience, Nancy has seen 
how valuable a hands-on, dynamic faith 
formation program like CGS can be, 
especially when it is offered to highly 
impressionable little hearts and minds.    
“I have taught CCD for many years, and 
I see the difference in how much they 
learn through CGS over the basic CCD 
curriculum,” she said. “It is a totally 
different way of learning for the children, 
and it really sticks with them. It utilizes 
materials that allow them to grasp what 
they are learning about. It gives them 
contemplative prayer time, in union with 
the Holy Spirit, which is something I believe 
they really need. It bears great fruit in their 
spiritual lives.”    

Overall, it is a profoundly rewarding 
program for all those involved–students, as 
well as teachers, parents and aides.    

Basically, a CGS session begins when the 
students come into a learning space called 
an “atrium” which has carefully, beautifully 
designed hands-on, faith enrichment 
materials. Once the children have seen a 
presentation about how to use a certain 

material, they are allowed to work with it 
during the session. During each session, a 
CGS teacher gives a presentation to groups 
of three to four children at a time, while an 
aide helps the other students to work with 
materials that have already been presented. 
In closing, they unite their hearts together 
in God’s presence at the prayer table.      

Julie Jacobson, Director of Faith 
Formation at Christ the King Parish and 
School, has also witnessed the extraordinary 
impact that CGS has on the intimate 
spiritual lives of children.

“In working with the young children at 
our school, I have noticed that their love and 
understanding of the faith has increased 
tremendously by using the Catechesis of 
the Good Shepherd,” she shared. “The 
children make correlations from the infancy 
narratives, to the geography of Israel, to 
the death and resurrection of Jesus in 
Jerusalem. Everything about the faith 
becomes interrelated for them, and they 
begin to understand the person of Jesus, 
His love for them and how they can return 
that love.”    

Importantly, it provides a venue for a 
reverent yet personal companionship with 
Christ to be nurtured in the blossoming soul 
of a child.

“CGS allows the cry of the child to be 
heard, ‘Help me come closer to God by 
myself,’” explained Julie. “Sofia Cavalletti, 
the co-foundress of CGS, felt this cry from 
the heart of every child and she responded, 
with Gianna Gobbi, in the creation of this 
Montessori catechesis program. The goal 
of the catechist is simply to come to know 
the interior life of each child before them 
and so direct them to a particular work in 
the atrium. After presenting the lesson, the 
catechist ‘disappears,” leaving the child to 
draw closer to God by themselves. This is 
what makes CGS so wonderful.”    

Ultimately, CGS brings Catholicism to 
life, making it a tangible gift that a child can 
hold with their exploring hands and witness 
with their eyes.

“CGS really brings to life the richness and 
beauty of the Church,” Julie commented. 
“The catechist is encouraged to follow 

the child, and create new works or 
materials that help each child find their 
personal relationship with Jesus. It may 
include helping a child understand the 
Annunciation so as to help them later see 
why Mary is the Immaculate Conception; 
it may be to introduce the Kingdom 
parables so the ‘Our Father, Thy Kingdom 
come’comes alive for them. CGS is a way of 
catechizing the child that allows the Holy 
Spirit to form their interior life and grow in 
Christian maturity.”      

And, like Nancy, Julie has experienced 
many touching moments as a CGS catechist.    
“Once, a young boy came over to me during 
our atrium session, and whispered, ‘As I was 
tracing the articles of the altar, Jesus told 
me He wants me to be a priest.’ The atrium 
creates a space for these young children to 
hear the voice of Jesus and recognize it. It 
was quite beautiful!”    

CGS is generally offered at parishes and 
schools as a compliment to the existing 
religious education program. For example, 
at Bishop Ryan Catholic School, in addition 
to participating in a CGS session each 
week, the students also attend two school 
Masses as well as Eucharistic Adoration, 
pray a rosary each week, have regular 
virtue lessons, and enjoy various seasonal 
devotions, such as the Stations of the Cross.

“CGS prepares the children very well 
to enter into traditional faith formation 
classes, giving them a solid base in Scripture 
and Liturgy,” Julie said. “However, CGS 
does offer atrium formation until the child 
is 12 years of age, if a parish or school so 
desires to offer CGS all the way through 
until confirmation.”    

At this time, there are CGS programs at 
a few of the parishes in our diocese, such as 
Spirit of Life Parish in Mandan and Corpus 
Christi Church in Bismarck. A number of 
Catholic homeschooling mothers are trained 
in CGS as well.    

This summer, the diocese is offering 
training for level one and two guides for the 
CGS program in order for those guides to 
bring the method back to their parishes and 
schools. 

faith to life
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd enriches children’s hands-on learning

Bringing
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On behalf of Bishop David Kagan, the Diocese of 
Bismarck extends congratulations and gratitude to 
those serving within monastic communities in our 
diocese who are celebrating special anniversaries of 
profession to religious life.

Fr. Terrence Kardong, OSB
60 Years

Fr. Terrence Kardong, OSB, 
is celebrating 60 years of his 
monastic profession. Born and 
raised in Minneapolis, Minn., he 
came to Assumption Abbey on 
a bus to go to high school here, 
which he did. He continued on 
to complete two years of college 
in our junior college and then 
entered the novitiate on Aug. 
14, 1956 and made his monastic 
profession on Aug. 15, 1957. After 
completing college at St. John’s 
University, Collegeville, Minn., 
he did his seminary studies at 
Assumption Abbey. He went to 
Sant’ Anselmo in Rome and did 
monastic studies. Fr. Terrence 
is the author of many books 
on monastic topics, the most 
signifi cant is his Benedict’s Rule: 
A Translation and Commentary. 
Besides his scholarly work, he 
helps with various chores around 
the Abbey.

Fr. Valerian Odermann, OSB
50 Years 

Born and raised in the badlands 
north of 
Belfi eld, Fr. 
Valerian 
completed 
his high 
school 
and fi rst 
two years 
of college 
studies at 
Assumption 
Abbey. 

He entered the novitiate and 
made his monastic profession 
on July 11, 1967 and thus is 
celebrating 50 years of monastic 
life. Father Valerian has served 
in many capacities, most notably 
at Monasterio Benedictino de 
Tibatí, Bogotá, Colombia, where 

he served as Prior and was very 
instrumental in Tibatí starting 
a second school, this one for the 
children of the neighborhood. 
He worked many years at the 
University of Mary and is now 
chaplain during the school year 
at Sacred Heart Monastery and 
Mount Marty College, Yankton, 
S.D. During summers he does 
weekend work at the Abbey.

Br. Fabio Mejía Ruiz, OSB
25 Years

Brother Fabio is celebrating 
his 25th jubilee of monastic 
profession. He was born and 
raised in Colombia and joined 
Monasterio Benedictino de Tibatí 
in 1991 and made his monastic 
profession of vows on July 11, 
1992. Except for three years doing 
pastoral work, he has spent all his 
monastic life at Tibatí. He has and 
has had various jobs, from head 
of maintenance at the monastery, 
gardener, to lead sacristan.

Br. Nicholas Erickson, OSB
25 Years

Br. Nicholas is proud to be from 
Moorhead, Minn. He became a 

novice of 
Assumption 
Abbey on 
Jan. 14, 1991, 
and made 
his monastic 
profession of 
vows on Jan. 
18, 1992. For 
most of his 
time in the 
monastery, 

Br. Nicholas has been involved in 
the health care of older monks and 
in household cleaning. He is very 
patient, does not rush the elderly 
or infi rm, which is appreciated by 
them.

Fr. Terrence Kardong, OSB

Those from Assumption Abbey in Richardton include: 

Fr. Terrence Kardong (60 years), Fr. Valerian Odermann (50 years), 

Br. Nicholas Erickson (25 years), Br. Fabio Mejía (25 years) and 

Sr. Marie Hunkler (50) from Sacred Heart Monastery in Richardton.

Br. Nicholas Erickson, OSB

Sister Marie marks golden jubilee
Sr. Marie Hunkler 

celebrated her Golden 
Jubilee as a Benedictine 
Sister at a Vespers Service at 
Sacred Heart Monastery in 
Richardton. 

In the presence of Sister 
Paula Larson (prioress), 
Sisters of her monastic 
community, members of 
her family, and friends, Sr. 
Marie renewed her vows. 
She recommitted herself 
to the monastic vows of 
stability, obedience and 
fi delity to the monastic way 
of life, including the vows of 
poverty and celibacy.

A daughter of the late 
Deacon Howard Hunkler 
and Hertha Hunkler of 
Napoleon, Sister Marie is 
the fourth of ten children 
raised on a farm-ranch near 
Napoleon. Her brother, Fr. 
Jerome, serves in the Fargo 
diocese, the parishes of 
Steele, Tappen, and Medina.

Sister Marie entered 
Sacred Heart Convent, 
Minot, on Sept. 3, 1961, 
pronouncing her fi rst 
vows on June 23, 1966. 
Her ministry has spanned 
four fi elds: education, 
parish work, leadership 
as prioress, and pastoral 
care. Her teaching ministry 
has included St. Nicholas, 
Garrison, St. Leo’s and 
Bishop Ryan of Minot.  
Sister Marie’s parish 
ministry included Foxholm, 
Berthold, Our Lady of Grace 
and St. Leo’s, Minot, and 

at Queen 
of Peace, 
Dickinson. 
She 
served in 
leadership 
in her 
monastic 
community 
as prioress. 
Her 
pastoral 
care ministry began at St. 
Vincent’s Nursing Home, 
Bismarck, continued at 
a residency program for 
chaplains at Park Ridge, Ill., 
then at St. Luke’s Midland 
Regional Medical Center, 
Aberdeen, S.D.; then served 
at St. Benedict’s Health 
Center, Dickinson.

Sister Marie is currently 
serving as Chaplain and 
Spiritual Care Services 
Coordinator at Benedictine 
Living Community, 
Wahpeton. In addition, 
she is currently serving her 
third term as President of 
the North Dakota Chaplains’ 
Association. In her years of 
ministry, she has served on 
boards and committees in 
her monastic community, 
in the diocese of Bismarck, 
and in various capacities in 
the National Association of 
Catholic Chaplains.

Among the aspects of life 
she holds dear, Sr. Marie 
enjoys her community, her 
family and friends, and the 
many people she meets.

Sr. Marie Hunkler

Dakota Catholic Action
will not have an issue in July. Watch for the next issue in August.
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Mother of God Monastery in 
Watertown, South Dakota has four 
jubilarians who were born in or 
ministered within the Bismarck 
Diocese. This year, we celebrate 
these women and their Godly 
service. The Sisters will have a 
private celebration on Sunday, 
July 9 at the Mother of God 
Monastery Chapel.   

60th  Jubilarian
Sister Johanna Schumacher 

grew up on 
a farm near 
Halliday, the 
third of 12 
children. She 
entered Sacred 
Heart Convent, 
Yankton, 
S.D. and 
later became 
a founding 
member of Mother of God 
Monastery, Watertown. Sister. 
Johanna has ministered as 
a teacher, pharmacist and 
accountant. She has served as 
procurator, treasurer and council 
member for her community 
and as a board member for the 
monastery’s foundation and health 
care facilities. She is active in 
areas of social justice. Currently, 
Sr. Johanna is the Director of 
Hospitality for the monastery and 
is involved in a variety of volunteer 
activities. 

70th  Jubilarians 
Sister 

Evelyn (Ida) 
Sehn was born 
the fi fth of 
seven children 
of Anselm 
and Monica 
(Ternes) Sehn 
in Linton. She 
grew up on 
a farm and 
attended the fi rst eight grades 
in a one-room country school. 
She graduated from Mt. Marty 
High School, after which she 
entered Sacred Heart Monastery 
in Yankton, S.D. Sister Evelyn 
graduated from Sacred Heart 
School of Nursing and obtained 
her Bachelor of Science degree 
in nursing from Mary College in 
Omaha, Neb. In 1956, she came 
to St. Mary’s Healthcare Center in 
Pierre, S.D. where she worked in 
almost every unit of the nursing 
department. She was instrumental 
in developing the coronary care 
and hemodialysis units. Sister 
Evelyn is presently retired and 
living at St. Benedict House in 
Pierre.

Sister Judeen Seeberger was 
born in Glen 
Ullin, the 
third oldest of 
seven children. 
She entered 
Sacred Heart 
of Yankton, 
S.D. in 1945 
and became 
a founding 
member of 
Mother of God Monastery in 1961. 
She received her education degree 

from Mt. Marty College and her 
postgraduate studies in Spokane 
and Boston. Her teaching career 
spanned more than 25 years, 
teaching in North Dakota, South 
Dakota, Nebraska, Colorado and 
California. Sister Judeen then 
moved into parish ministry in 
Yakima, Wash. for 30 years. She 
then moved back to South Dakota 
and ministered at St. Agatha in 
Howard for 14 years. During this 
time she did a little bit of most 
everything from teaching, leading 
Bible study, making home visits, to 
serving as a Eucharistic minister 
and director of religious education. 
In 2015,she 
retired and 
returned to 
live at the 
monastery.  

Sister 
Michaeleen 
(Beverly Ann) 
Jantzer is a 
native of North 
Dakota. Her 
educational background includes 
a B.A. degree from Mt. Marty 
College, Yankton, S.D. and a 
M.A. degree from South Dakota 
University, Brookings, S.D. She 
also studied Theology at Gonzaga 
University, Spokane, Wash.  
Sister Michaeleen has worked in 

education ministry and has served 
as principal, religious education 
director, teacher, teen mentor 
and retreat facilitator. Her last 
position was Director of Religious 

Education and Pastoral Minister 
of St. James Parish, Jamestown. 
Currently, she is retired and living 
at Mother of God Monastery.

Mother of God jubiliarns with North Dakota ties

Sister Johanna

Sister Evelyn

Sister Judeen

Sister Michaeleen

Jubilee Mass
The annual Jubilee Mass was held on May 12 at the Cathedral 

of the Holy Spirit to celebrate priests marking anniversaries of 
ordination to the holy priesthood. Those present to celebrate with 
Bishop Kagan were Fr. Josh Waltz (10 years), diocesan vocations 
director (left) and Fr. Fr. Charles Zinz (40 years), current pastor 
of St. Vincent de Paul, Mott, St. John the Baptist, New Leipzig, 
St. Henry, Regent. On July 1, Fr. Zins will become the pastor of 
Holy Trinity, Hettinger, Sacred Heart, Reeder and Sacred Heart, 
Scranton.

Photo by Deacon Joe Krupinsky
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Snapchat is a clever, free, “disappearing” picture 
messaging app.  It allows users to send photos or 
videos accompanied by short text messages, which 
can be viewed for a short amount of time. The pictures 
and videos will self-destruct a few seconds after 
the recipient views them. It’s perfect for protecting 
privacy and a big hit with younger users. Snapchat is 
the fastest growing social media app, surpassing even 
Instagram, which has been ranked as the number-one 
favorite app for teens. There are all sorts of things 
people like to share using Snapchat, ranging from 
silly facial expressions to pictures of a meal they’re 
about to eat. It’s a way to share a moment with a friend 
or family member in a way that is not as public and 
permanent as traditional social media.

However, the “safe” part of Snapchat has often been 
debated. Teens typically use Snapchat for fun, “silly 
and mundane” images. However, the app has become 
a hotbed for sexting and cyberbullying among all 
ages, in part thanks to how it operates. Sexting is a 
real concern when it comes to Snapchat. There is 
new evidence that shows sexting is now considered a 
normal part of adolescence.  The FBI warns parents 
that pedophiles are using Snapchat to solicit images 
from young teens. These images are used for personal 
use or are sold to others in the underground world of 
predators. Cyberbullies also love this app, because it is 
difficult to document cruel messages.

Although the messages are supposed to “self-
destruct” after being delivered, both parties can easily 
take a screenshot of the message. Snapchat alerts a 
person when someone has taken a screenshot of their 
message, but there is no way to prevent them from 
doing so.  Parents and kids planning to use Snapchat 
should be aware that these methods are possible, and 
actually pretty easy.

Parents need to understand that kids enjoy Snapchat, 
because it is one of the only apps that is relatively 
private.  However, parents who try to access their 
children’s Snapchat are unlikely to see the messages 
sent and received through the app.  If you’re worried 
about Snapchat, talk with your kids about it. Don’t 
lecture them, don’t panic and don’t expect the worst. 
Just ask them if they use the app and what they’re 
doing with it- evidence suggests that youngsters are 
very savvy with this kind of technology and are likely to 
be using it safely.

For more information on keeping kids safe, 
call (701) 323-5626.

What Parents Need to Know 
about Snapchat
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Deacon Ralph Stockert 
Deacon Ralph Stockert, 88, 

Dickinson, 
died Sunday, 
May 7, 2017 at 
St. Benedict’s 
Health Center, 
Dickinson. 
Mass of 
Christian 
Burial was 
held Thursday, 
May 11 at St. Joseph’s Catholic 
Church, Dickinson, with Bishop 
David D. Kagan as celebrant and 
Fr. Keith Streifel as con-celebrant. 
Interment followed St. Wenceslaus 
Cemetery, Dickinson. 

Deacon Raphael F. Stockert was 
born Nov. 30, 1928 on a farm near 
Buffalo Springs, N.D. He was the 
10th of 12 children born to John 
and Regina (Staudinger) Stockert. 

Deacon Ralph attended rural 
country grade schools in Hettinger 
and Conner Townships. In 
February 1951, he was drafted 
into the United States Army and 
honorably discharged in February 
1953. 

On Nov. 24,1953 Ralph was 
united in marriage to Anna 
Marie Sitter at St. Joseph’s 
Catholic Church in Dickinson. 
In Sept. 1956, Ralph moved his 
family to Wahpeton where he 
attended NDSSS in the auto body 
program. In 1958, they returned 
to Dickinson where Deacon Ralph 
worked for Semerad Implement, 
Decker Implement and Stark 
Motor Company. In August 1962, 
he began his career at Sax Motor 
Company as a sales representative, 
retiring in 1989.  Deacon Ralph 
especially enjoyed spending 
time with family and friends. He 
repaired and painted many statues 
including some at St. Joseph’s 
Church. 

In September 1981, Deacon 
Ralph began his studies in a three-
year diaconate formation program. 
He was ordained as a permanent 
Deacon by Bishop John F. Kinney 
on May 25, 1984 at St. Wenceslaus 
Catholic Church, Dickinson. 
During his 33 years of ordained 
ministry, Deacon Ralph served at 
St. Wenceslaus and St. Joseph’s 
Catholic Churches. 

He was a lifetime member of 
the Knights of Columbus 6308, 
earning the Knight of the Year 
award in 1998. He is also a lifetime 
member of the Dickinson Eagles 
Club, St. Anthony Club and St. 
Pius Verein. 

Deacon Ralph is survived 
by his wife, Anna Marie of 63 
years; daughter, Wanda (Victor) 
Entzel, Beulah; granddaughter, 
Amber (Jay) Kuntz, Dickinson; 
great-granddaughter, Ellie Rose 
Kuntz; step-great-grandchildren, 
Lindsey Kuntz, Hunter Kuntz and 
Kyle Kuntz, Richardton; sister, 
Catherine Martin, Bismarck; 
brother, Anton (Agnes) Stockert, 
Glen Ullin. 

Deacon Ralph was preceded 
in death by his parents; an infant 
son; brothers, Adam, John, 
Christ, George and Leo; sisters, 
Rose Urlacher, Francis Huck, Eva 
Faulhaber and Pauline Frank.

Rev. George A. Dukart
The Reverend George A. 

Dukart, 84, 
passed away 
on May 12, 
2017, at St. 
Vincent’s 
- a Prospera 
Community, 
in Bismarck. 
Mass of 
Christian 
burial was held May 19 at 
the Church of Saint Anne in 
Bismarck, with the Most Reverend 
David D. Kagan, Bishop of 
Bismarck, offi ciating. The priests 
of the Diocese of Bismarck 
concelebrated. Burial followed 
at St. Mary’s Cemetery, New 
England. 

The Reverend George Dukart 
was born July 28, 1932, in 
Havelach, N.D., the son of Jacob 
and Catherine (Urlacher) Dukart. 
Father Dukart was raised in 
southwest North Dakota where he 
attended eight years at St. Mary’s 
Grade School, New England, and 
graduated from St. Mary’s High 
School, also in New England. He 
studied at the Pontifi cal College 
Josephinum in Worthington, 
Ohio, and received his degree in 
1959. He was ordained a priest 
for the Diocese of Bismarck at the 
Pontifi cal College Josephinum 
on May 30, 1959, by the Most 
Reverend Egidio Vagnozzi.

He began his service for the 
Diocese of Bismarck on June 22, 
1959, as a substitute chaplain 
at St. Vincent’s Nursing Home, 
Bismarck, until Aug. 1, 1959. He 
was then appointed assistant 
pastor at the Church of Saint 
Anne, Bismarck, until Feb. 22, 
1966. His next assignment was 
administrator of the Churches of 
St. Bridget, Parshall, and Sacred 
Heart, Plaza, until Aug. 17, 1966. 
Father Dukart was then appointed 
pastor of the Churches of Holy 
Cross, Douglas; St. Charles, Ryder; 
and St. Elizabeth, Makoti. On 
July 1, 1970, he became pastor 
of the Churches of St. Joseph, 
Bowbells, and St. John the Baptist, 
Portal, until Oct. 22, 1979. For 
the next 14 years, he served 
as pastor of the Church of St. 
Bernard, Belfi eld, adding St. Mary, 
Medora, in 1991. For three years 
while pastor at St. Bernard’s, he 
was granted permission by the 
Sacred Congregation for Oriental 
Churches of the Holy See to serve 
the Ukrainian Catholics of that 
area.

His next appointment was 
pastor of the Church of St. Patrick, 
Dickinson, serving there until 
July 1, 1999. Father Dukart’s last 
assignment was that of pastor 
of the Church of St. Hildegard, 
Menoken, adding Sacred Heart, 
Wilton, in 2000 until July 1, 
2005, when he retired to the 
Emmaus Place in Bismarck. From 
March-June, 2006, he provided 
weekend help to St. Bonaventure, 
Underwood; St. Catherine, 
Turtle Lake; and St. Edwin, 
Washburn. He became parochial 
administrator of the Church of St. 
Vincent, Crown Butte, from 2007-
2011. He then relocated to St. 

Vincent’s - a Prospera Community. 
He also served as a chaplain for 
the Catholic Daughters for several 
years.

The Reverend George Dukart 
is survived by his sisters, Mary 
Ann Timm, Deadwood, S.D.; Betty 
Mack, Nekoma, N.D.; and brother-
in-law, Joseph Mack, Pettiboneas 
well as numerous nieces and 
nephews.  

He was preceded in death by 
his father and mother, Jacob and 
Catherine, sisters Gen Borho and 
Luella Mack, an infant brother, 
Steven, an infant sister, Anna, and 
brothers-in-law Kenneth Timm, 
Henry Mack and Norbert Borho.

Sr. Miriam Schmitt, OSB
Sister Miriam Schmitt, 92, a 

member of 
Annunciation 
Monastery, 
Bismarck died 
Friday, May 
12, 2017 at a 
local hospital. 
A Mass of 
Christian 
burial was 
held at May 16, in the Chapel of 
Annunciation Monastery. 

Sister Miriam (baptismal name 
Ermie) was born March 24, 1925, 
in St. Martin, Minn. to Peter and 
Mary (Klehr) Schmitt. She was the 
fi fth of 12 children. In 1946, she 
entered Annunciation Monastery 
and made monastic profession on 
July 1, 1948. 

Prioress of Annunciation 
Monastery from 1980-1984, 
Sister Miriam was a Benedictine 
sister for 68 years. Earlier in her 
life, she served as an elementary, 
secondary and college educator, 

and an accountant for the 
monastery. She also served as 
director of fi nancial affairs at 
the University of Mary where 
she conducted all business and 
fi nancial arrangements necessary 
to begin construction of the 
university’s fi rst buildings.

Sister Miriam did extensive 
research on medieval women 
monastics, mystics, spirituality, 
monasticism and liturgy. She 
wrote articles and chapters 
in Benedictine and Cistercian 
journals and books on medieval 
women mystics. She had a special 
place in her heart for Saints 
Hildegard of Bingen and Gertrude 
the Great. She co-edited the book, 
“Medieval Women Monastics: 
Wisdom’s Wellsprings,” published 
by Liturgical Press in 1996. 

For 20 years, she shared 
her research throughout 
the United States by giving 
lectures, workshops, spiritual 
direction, and retreats as well 
as serving as adjunct faculty 
at the United Methodist and 
Presbyterian Spiritual Formation 
Academies. She taught liturgy 
and monasticism during summer 
sessions at St. John’s School of 
Theology, Collegeville, Minn. 
Sister Miriam earned her master’s 
degrees in liturgical studies from 
St. John’s School of Theology 
and in administration from Notre 
Dame Univ  Eagan, Minn.; two 
brothers, Rev. Silverius, Sauk 
Rapids, Minn., and Joseph 
(Delores), Paynesville, Minn.; 
two sisters-in law, Anna Schmitt, 
Richmond, Minn., and Katie 
Schmitt, Paynesville, Minn.; 
and the Sisters of Annunciation 
Monastery. 

Obituaries

Deacon Ralph Stockert

Sr. Miriam Schmitt, OSB

PROTECTING OUR CHILDREN
The Diocese of Bismarck is fi rmly committed to the health and protection 

of our children, young people and vulnerable adults. With the hope of healing 
the pain and suff ering from sexual abuse in the Catholic Church, we encourage 
anyone who has suff ered from this abuse to please come forward and let 
us know. To report allegations of sexual abuse, please contact: Dale Eberle, 
Chancellor, Diocese of Bismarck, PO Box 1575, Bismarck, ND  58502-1575.  
Phone: 701.223.1347 or 1.877.405.7435. The complaint form and policies can be 
found on the diocesan web site at http://www.bismarckdiocese.com.

CODE OF PASTORAL CONDUCT
The Catholic Church must be exemplary: Clergy, staff , whether diocesan 

or parish, and volunteers are held accountable for their behavior.  To enable 
the highest level of accountability, there must be a clear and unambiguous 
defi nition of appropriate behavior. To this end, this Code of Pastoral Conduct 
is defi ned for the Diocese of Bismarck and it provides a foundation for 
implementing eff ective and enforceable standards for all personnel. View the 
Code of Pastoral Conduct at http://www.bismarckdiocese.com.

Re. George A. Dukart

Holy Father’s Prayer Intentions
       for June & July

JUNE
Universal:

National Leaders. That national leaders 
may fi rmly commit themselves to ending 
the arms trade, which victimizes so many 
innocent people.

JULY
Evangelization:

Lapsed Christians. That our brothers 
and sisters who have strayed from the 
faith, through our prayer and witness to 
the Gospel, may rediscover the merciful 
closeness of the Lord and the beauty of 
the Christian life.
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I had the opportunity to enjoy 
a Benedictine education. There 
are so many thing today that I 
enjoy about life as a result of the 
Benedictine education, which I 
really did not appreciate then. 

The monks at Assumption 
Abbey were special then—and 
today they are more special—as 
I refl ect on the values imparted 
through thoughtful example and 
quiet prayer. In a lot of ways, the 
life as a monk (or any religious 
vocation for that matter) is very 
similar to life on the land.

For me, one big likeness is 
the “alone” time, the time spent 
checking crops, fences, livestock, 
and the like while operating 
equipment and caring for the 

aforementioned. The alone time, 
however, is not negative, rather 
a positive time for listening, 
refl ection, formulation of plans.

In today’s secular world, 
success is measured in numbers: 
more of this, more of that, bigger 
homes, and so forth. The mantra 
is ambition gets one higher up the 
social chain where one can receive 
more praise, more ego-satisfying 
compliments about worldly 
success.

The Rule of St. Benedict (which 
I saw lived from an early age) is 
such a great handbook for living, 
a roadmap to existing in concert 
with God and listening to God. 
God is forever there, offering 
blessings as He sees necessary. 

The worldly issue is being more 
concerned with acceptance from 
fellow humans than pleasing God.

Recently in my reading (and 
a quote I heard many times 
growing up from parents, siblings, 
neighbors and my Benedictine 
friends), I refl ected on the 
comment about listening. The 
comment explained the process of 
communication, noting that while 
talking I am only repeating what I 
already know. But if I listen, I can 
learn something new.

Wow! I was smacked in the 
face. God, through His infi nite 
wisdom, is patient, loving and 
understanding, waiting for me to 
recognize the error of my ways. 
God wants me to listen, to see how 

Jesus came and gave His life so 
I could earn heaven by using the 
graces of the Holy Spirit.

So, God really creates 
opportunities to listen while I 
traverse the prairie and pastures, 
interacting with God through the 
various highs and lows of life. In 
the end, I am called to listen to 
God, to be fascinated by Him.

My listening to God is really an 
act of submission, to praising Him 
in such a way that those around 
me see God. I pray I am up to the 
task. Care to join me?

■ Odermann lives with his wife, Leona, on 
the family farm in Billings County. They 
are members of the Church of St. Patrick 
in Dickinson and assist with eucharistic 
celebrations there as well as at the Churches 
of St. Bernard (Belfi eld) and St. Mary 
(Medora).

JAMES  ODERMANN

Listening is important part of learning

Ag Attitudes

The use of performance-
enhancing drugs by professional 
athletes not only leads to serious 
challenges in maintaining a level 
playing fi eld in competitive sports 
but also raises broader ethical 
issues and concerns.

Some of these concerns were 
highlighted in 2015 when the 
former world number one tennis 
star Maria Sharapova was banned 
from competitive play for two 
years by the International Tennis 
Federation (ITF) after she tested 
positive for the banned substance 
meldonium. The Court of 
Arbitration for Sport subsequently 
reduced her sentence to 15 
months. Meldonium, an over-the-
counter Latvian drug known to 
dilate blood vessels and increase 
the fl ow of blood, may contribute 
to improving an athlete’s physical 
endurance. 

Her case was made more 
complicated by her claim that she 
was taking the drug for health 
reasons, a claim viewed with 
skepticism among other athletes 
and ultimately rejected by the 
Independent Tribunal appointed 
by the ITF to review the case. 
Former British Olympic sprinter 
and world championship bronze 
medalist Craig Pickering described 
the real pressure that top athletes 
can face: “I would bet my life 
savings that Sharapova was taking 
this medication because of its 
purported performance enhancing 

effects… Athletes are always going 
to push the boundaries in order to 
have a chance at success. That is 
what happens when you introduce 
competition.” 

In competitive athletics, the 
supposition is that competitors 
are beginning on a par with 
each other, which means that no 
one has an “unfair” or “unjust” 
advantage over another going into 
the competition. At the starting 
line, they arrive as equals in 
the sense that they arrive with 
whatever they were endowed 
with at birth, and whatever they 
may have managed to become 
through practice, hard work, and 
discipline.

Cheating through doping 
involves an attempt to step outside 
these rules and suppositions, 
and play a different game, one 
that circumvents or removes the 
“on a par” assumption without 
revealing the fact. In this sense, 
cheating through doping is 
wrong because it is a form of 
lying, a form of presenting one’s 
initial endowment as if it were 
“natural,” and the result of athletic 
discipline, even though it really 
may not be so at all. 

Several of Sharapova’s 
opponents expressed frustration 
at what they took to be a further 
injustice, namely, that in April 
2017, she was given a wild card 
re-entry into World Tennis 
Association (WTA) tournament 

play in Germany. They insisted 
that she should, at a minimum, 
have to work her way back up 
from whatever her ranking had 
declined to after more than a 
year of tournament inactivity. 
Others, such as fellow player 
Eugenie Bouchard, perceived 
the doping transgression as even 
more serious, and argued that 
Sharapova should be banned from 
playing for life: “She’s a cheater 
and so to me... I don’t think a 
cheater in any sport should be 
allowed to play that sport again. 
It’s so unfair to all the other 
players who do it the right way 
and are true. So, I think from the 
WTA it sends the wrong message 
to young kids—cheat and we’ll 
welcome you back with open 
arms.” 

Some commentators have noted 
how event organizers typically 
like to include big name draws 
like Sharapova in their line ups, 
and former number one player 
Caroline Wozniacki opined that, 
“obviously the rules are twisted 
and turned in favor of who wants 
to do what.” 

Others have expressed concerns 
about corporate sponsors and 
advertisers continuing to promote 
high profi le sports personalities 
after they have been suspended 
for doping, individuals who may 
already be among the wealthiest 
athletes in the world. It seems 
fair to conclude that doping 

constitutes a form of cheating 
not only of one’s competitors, but 
also one’s fans, oneself, and the 
integrity of the sporting activity 
itself.

Through an honest pursuit of 
the athletic crown, meanwhile, 
we encounter the possibility 
of transcending who we are in 
limited, but important ways. 
The self-directed training and 
preparation of the athlete helps 
develop and hone a host of 
important personal qualities: 
strength, coordination, endurance, 
drive, agility, discipline, quickness, 
vigilance, cleverness, vision, and 
daring. This draws us towards 
an authentic perfecting of 
our bodies, our character and 
ourselves—an inwardly-directed 
order and discipline that arises 
from deep within—and forms 
us in such a way that we reach 
beyond where we ever thought 
we could reach, and through that 
personal stretching and growth, 
come to experience a true measure 
of human fulfi llment. That’s 
something that doping athletes 
sadly cheat themselves from fully 
experiencing.

■  Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. earned his 
doctorate in neuroscience from Yale and did 
post-doctoral work at Harvard. He is a priest 
of the diocese of Fall River, MA, and serves 
as the Director of Education at The National 
Catholic Bioethics Center in Philadelphia. He 
also serves as a professor of bioethics at the 
University of Mary in Bismarck. 
See www.ncbcenter.org

FR. TAD PACHOLCZYK

Making Sense out of Bioethics

Doping athletes raises broader ethical issues
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Balancing Church 
& State

CHRISTOPHER DODSON

Sorting out 
legislative 
session outcomes

Assessing a legislative session 
from the perspective of Catholic 
issues is no easy task. By its nature 
the political process is never 
perfect. At the same time, the 
Church does not always propose 
specifi c public policy proposals, 
but instead offers guidance on 
issues that may not always result 
in “yes” or “no” recommendations 
on particular bills.

Nevertheless, we can make 
some observations about the last 
legislative session. As can be seen 
from the list below, the North 
Dakota Catholic Conference’s 
position prevailed on the bills 
it identifi ed as most signifi cant. 
At the same time, we wish more 
could have been done in the area 
of human services, especially 
behavioral health and addiction 
services.

The conference opposed 
more bills than any previous 

session. Usually, the conference 
opposes only one or two bills 
of importance. This session it 
actively opposed 13 bills. Eight of 
those involved threats to religious 
freedom.

Also, noteworthy is that the 
corporate guardianship program 
at Catholic Charities and the 
Alternatives to Abortion program 
received funding increases at 
a time when most programs 
received reductions in funding. 
Both of these programs are 
strongly supported by the Catholic 
Church.

Discovering how your legislator 
voted on these bills can be 
diffi cult. Contact the North Dakota 
Catholic Conference offi ce if you 
need assistance.

■ Dodson serves as executive director of the 
N.D. Catholic Conference, the offi  cial liaison 
for the dioceses of Fargo and Bismarck in 
matters of public policy.

Featured Columnists
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ABBEY NAGEL

Pope Francis

A summer challenge 
to switch our focus

As summer fi nally descends 
upon us after the long winter, we 
are ready to welcome it with open 
arms. Many of us already have 
our vacations planned out, trips 
booked, and fun activities set. And 
after a long winter and all of our 
hard work, we deserve it, right? 

This all sounds fi ne at fi rst, 
until I started seeing all that 
Pope Francis had planned for 
the summer and how his drive to 
reach out to others is full steam 
ahead, no matter the season. 
It made me think twice about 
summer plans.

Sure, it’s always important to 
enjoy the summer and take some 
time to relax and rejuvenate, but, 
at the same time, it’s important to 
keep the bigger picture in mind, 
to keep our focus gazing up and 
out, and not totally inward on 
ourselves. 

The Feast of Corpus Christi 
takes place in these summer 
months, on June 15 this year. I 
was refl ecting on what Francis had 
to say on this feast last year, and 
it seems to apply here. He said, 
“Jesus was broken; he is broken 
for us. And he asks us to give 
ourselves, to break ourselves, as it 
were, for others.” 

In other words, Francis is trying 
to draw us outside of ourselves 
and help us to keep the good of 
those around us a priority. 

In addition to the good fun, 
food, and vacations we have 

planned this summer, it’s 
important we take some time to 
reach out to those who might need 
us this summer. Maybe that means 
spending some of our vacation 
visiting a lonely family member or 
helping out our elderly neighbors 
with their yard work. Maybe 
it means making visits to local 
nursing homes or volunteering 
our time at our parish or a local 
charity. 

However, God might be calling 
each of us to reach out this 
summer to “break ourselves” for 
others at least a little, just as Jesus’ 
body and blood was broken for 
us. It doesn’t mean we can’t enjoy 
our summer, in fact, we might 
enjoy it more. People tend to be 
happier when they think less about 
themselves. 

Second on Pope Francis’ list 
of 10 Secrets to Happiness is to: 
“Be giving of yourself to others.” 
He explained that we need to be 
generous and giving ourselves, 
because “if you withdraw into 
yourself, you run the risk of 
becoming egocentric. And 
stagnant water becomes putrid.”

So in a season with lots of focus 
on our own plans and schedules, 
let’s strive to also incorporate the 
needs of those around us. For “it is 
in giving that we receive.”

■ Nagel is the executive assistant to 
the bishop at the Diocese of Bismarck. Her 
column on the words and actions of Francis 
appears bi-monthly in the DCA. 

Catholic Daughters of the Americas Court St. Catherine #323 
in Dickinson recently recognized Mary Mann (center) as a 72-year 
member of the court. She joined the court March 4, 1945. Mary 
served with many spiritual projects, including praying the rosary 
daily with her special green rosary from Ireland, a gift from her 
daughter, Shirley Gilles. Vice Regent Marie Wax (left) presented 
Mary a recognition certifi cate and pinned on a corsage made by 
Mary Jo Cote. Susan Ficek (right), Kathy Knoll, Mary Haich and 
Jenny Roth served on the lunch committee.

Catholic Daughters honor
72-year member

Submitted photo
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By now, you may recognize 
Catholic Charities North Dakota 
from our videos during Catholic 
Charities Sunday the last weekend 
in September. Many remember 
us under our former names of 
Catholic Family Services and the 
Catholic Welfare Bureau. You 
may also know us through family 
or friends who have experienced 
the joys of adoption, found hope 
through counseling, received fl ood 
aid, or have intellectual disabilities 
and are in need of a guardian. Yet, 
many still wonder what we do, and 
why.

Our mission is “Guided by our 
values, Catholic Charities North 
Dakota serves people in need and 
advocates for the common good of 
all.”  This mission is based on the 
social teachings of the Church such 
as the dignity of each person. More 
than 90 years ago, the Catholic 
Welfare Bureau was started in 
Fargo in 1923 by Msgr. Vincent 
Ryan during the time of Bishop 
James O’Reilly and then Bishop 
(later Cardinal) Aloysius Muench 
to serve the needs of vulnerable 
populations in North Dakota such 

as the poor, dependent children, 
and unwed mothers.

The Church’s social teachings 
can be traced back through the 
prophets of the Old Testament 
such as Isaiah and Ezekiel, and 
are rooted in the Sermon on the 
Mount by Jesus in Matthew 5-7. 
This is a great passage to refl ect 
on, with the Beatitudes and the 
Golden Rule. While Lent reminded 
us of the importance of prayer, 
fasting and almsgiving, almsgiving 
is meant to be not just fi nancial, 
but to take place on a very 
personal level. The Sermon on the 
Mount deeply challenges each of 
us to be more charitable to others 
and loving in our own lives.

Since early in Catholic Charities 
North Dakota’s history, we helped 
place children for adoption and 
we remain best known for our two 
adoption programs, Pregnancy, 
Parenting and Adoption Services 
(PPAS) and the Adults Adoption 
Special Kids (AASK) program. In 
addition to parenting and infant 
adoptions, we help fi nd forever 
families for children in the North 
Dakota foster care system who 

have had trauma and are not able 
to be reunited with their families 
or other close family or friends for 
an identifi ed adoption. We have 
also incorporated social workers 
from an early time for other 
programs.

Along with PPAS and AASK, 
current programs at Catholic 
Charities North Dakota include 
counseling services, guardianships 
for adults with intellectual 
disabilities, and natural disaster 
relief. Our clinical therapists 
counsel individuals, couples and 
families on relationship issues, 
stress, anger management, and 
anxiety or depression. Clients may 
receive a few or many sessions, 
as needed. Professional staff 
who serve as court-appointed 
guardians for adults with 
intellectual disabilities ensure 
an appropriate place to live, 
proper medical attention, and the 
necessary support services to meet 
their needs.

As there are still many North 
Dakotans in need,we continue 
our charitable work today.  In his 
fi rst encyclical titled Deus Caritas 

Est (25) in 2005, Pope Benedict 
XVI discussed the three-fold 
responsibility of the Church to 
(1) proclaim the word of God, (2) 
celebrate the sacraments, and (3) 
exercise the ministry of charity. 
After the Year of Mercy called by 
Pope Francis, let us remember 
that the Corporal and Spiritual 
Works of Mercy are at the heart 
of our Christian duty both in our 
personal lives and as a community. 

Jesus challenges us to be the 
salt of the earth and the light of the 
world. Are we truly living out our 
charity in the world, being living 
signs of love for all to see? Or, 
have we lost our fl avor, good only 
as salt for the road? Are we a light 
to others, or has our light faded 
or been hidden? May the Year of 
Mercy be only the beginning so 
that we may always grow in charity 
and love for one another!

■ Prososki is the Director of Development 
and Community Relations for Catholic 
Charities North Dakota (CCND). For more 
than 90 years, CCND and its supporters have 
been putting their faith in action helping 
people and changing lives. Chad can be 
reached at info@catholicharitiesnd.org or 
701-235-4457.   

CHAD PROSOSKI

Works of mercy are at the heart of our Christian duty 

Guest Column

As we approach the 25th 
anniversary of the United 
States Bishop’s Pastoral Letter, 
“Stewardship: A Disciple’s 
Response,” I want to continue 
sharing my understanding of the 
pastoral letter through a mini-
series of articles. This is my third 
article, with the last two articles 
focusing on “Stewardship: The 
Challenge and the Choice;” and 
“Stewardship: The Call.”

In the pastoral letter, the 
bishops clearly point out the life 
of Jesus is the model for Christian 
stewardship. In His self-emptying, 
we see not self-denial for its own 
sake, but rather a setting aside of 
self in order to be fi lled with the 
will of God.

The letter states, “Jesus’ 
mission is to restore to good 
order the created household of 
God which sin has disrupted. He 
not only perfectly accomplishes 
this task, but also, in calling 
disciples, empowers them to 
collaborate with him in the work 
of redemption for themselves on 

behalf of others” (Stewardship, 
19). 

This is evident in readings 
from Matthew 25: 14-30 and 
Mark 10: 17-30. If you have 
time, I encourage you to read 
these two wonderful passages. 
The silver pieces referred to in 
Matthew’s story stand for a great 
deal besides money.  All temporal 
and spiritual goods are created by 
and come from God. That is true 
of everything human beings have 
including spiritual gifts like faith, 
hope and love, talents of body and 
brain, cherished relationships 
with family and friends, material 
goods, the achievements of human 
genius and skill, and the world 
itself. One day, God will require an 
accounting of the use each person 
has made of the particular portion 
of these goods entrusted to him or 
her.

The letter also states, “Each 
will be measured by the standard 
of his or her individual vocation. 
Each has received a different 
‘sum’—a unique mix of talents, 

opportunities, challenges, 
weaknesses and strengths, 
potential modes of service and 
response—on which the Master 
expects a return. He will judge 
individuals according to what they 
have done with what they were 
given” (Stewardship, 20).

In Mark’s story, a rich young 
man approaches Jesus to ask 
what it will cost him to inherit 
eternal life. Then, unwilling to 
pay the price, he goes sorrowfully 
away; and Jesus muses that it is 
easier for a camel to go through 
the eye of a needle than for a rich 
person to enter the Kingdom 
of God. Although that phrase is 
unfamiliar to our ears, Jesus’ 
reference would have made sense 
to his listeners. The “needle” was 
a narrow gateway in a city wall 
through which a camel could be 
led, but only unloaded and on its 
knees; Jesus’ answer means really 
that although it is possible for a 
rich person to enter heaven, it 
is diffi cult and not without cost. 
Peter than further explores the 
cost of discipleship and asks about 

the rewards of such sacrifi ce, 
saying to Jesus, “We have given up 
everything and followed you” (Mk 
10: 28).

The letter offers more, “Christ’s 
response is more than Peter or any 
other disciple could reasonably 
hope or bargain for. Giving up 
means receiving more, including 
more responsibility as a steward; 
among the consequences of living 
this way will be persecution; 
and even though discipleship 
and stewardship set the 
necessary terms of Christian life 
in this world, they have their 
ultimate reward in another life” 
(Stewardship, 21).

I propose three fi nal questions 
for you. First, what talents have 
been entrusted to you? Secondly, 
which have you multiplied? And, 
lastly, which have you “buried?” 

■  Ron Schatz is the director of the Offi  ce of 
Stewardship and Resource Development that 
is responsible for planning and organizing 
diocesan fundraising appeals, capital 
campaigns, national and universal church 
collections and diocesan grant research and 
writing.

RON SCHATZ

Stewardship: Jesus’ way as a model

Guest Column
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Keeping Our Promise 

L IFE  INSURANCE  D ISAB IL ITY  INSURANCE   

LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE RET IREMENT ANNUIT IES

Save the Date
Thirst 2017 Men’s Conference

Saturday, Sept. 23, 2017
Gentlemen, mark your calendars for the

Thirst 2017 Men’s Conference sponsored by the
Diocese of Bismarck and held at the University of Mary 

on Saturday, Sept. 23, 2017.

Plan to be present for some engaging presentations, Eucharistic 
adoration and Confessions, a Vigil Mass with Bishop Kagan, 

and of course – a time of fraternity and support with other men 
of faith from throughout the Diocese.

Dads, plan to bring your sons of high-school age and older 
along with you to this special event, which happens only

every 3 years.

The Conference is FREE!
Register now at bismarckdiocese.com/thirst2017

Call us 24/7                                                         508-340-9370 
Hablamos Español                                            855-842-8001 

www.proximotravel.com                              
anthony@proximotravel.com                         

Prices starting at $2,499 ~ with Airfare Included in this price 
from anywhere in the USA  

Several trips to different destinations: the Holy Land; Italy; 
France, Portugal, & Spain; Poland; Medjugorje, Lourdes, & 
Fatima; Ireland & Scotland; England; Austria, Germany, & 

Switzerland; Greece & Turkey; Budapest; Prague; Our Lady 
of Guadalupe; Colombia; Brazil; Argentina; Domestic  

Destinations; etc… 
 
 

We also specialize in custom trips for Bishops, Priests,  
and Deacons. 

Prairie West Golf Course, Mandan
   Check-in and box lunch Noon-1 p.m.
   Shotgun start at 1 p.m.

This is an 18-hole, scramble 
style tournament. Each team 
will consist of four players with 
the option for the fourth player 
to be a priest or seminarian. 

The cost is $125 per player with opportunities for 
higher sponsorship levels. Check-in and a boxed 
lunch starts at Noon with a shotgun start at 1 p.m. 
To register or for more information go to
www.CatholicFoundationDOB.com.
Registration deadline is July 14, 2017.

 3rd Annual

Seminarian Fundraiser
Golf Tournament
Monday, July 17

Allan Dvorak, Grant Dvorak, Matt Mullally 

and Kim Dvorak  are last year’s winners

of the coveted traveling trophy!
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