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Two life-changing weeks for high school students
By Abbey Nagel

Some of life’s greatest lessons 
are learned when we are taken 
outside of ourselves. Taken to 
a new place. Maybe even an 
uncertain place. This was, in part, 
the experience of the high school 
Rome pilgrims this summer. 

COmINg tOgEthEr 
The 2014 Rome Pilgrimage 

consisted of students from each 
of the three Catholic high schools 
in the Bismarck diocese, as well 
as students from Shanley High 
School in Fargo. The students 
began their trip at the University 
of Mary on June 17, where they 
took a few classes on the Italian 
culture and language, as well as a 
little Church history. From there, 
the students made their way to 
Italy where they remained until 
July 3. And in those two short 
weeks abroad, some major life 
lessons were learned. 

The students ended up coming 
on the pilgrimage for different 
reasons. For many of the students, 
the decision to go was partially 
based on seeing older friends 
and siblings come back from the 
pilgrimage in years past—come 
back changed. 

“I thought it would be a good 

way to grow closer to God and 
to make my faith stronger,” 
said Maddie Wald, a senior at 
Bishop Ryan Catholic School, 
as she reflected on how she had 
seen others undergo the same 
change. She knew that this was a 
rare opportunity that not many 
young people get. Why not take 
advantage? 

A fAIth yOu CAN tOuCh 
From dozens of ornate churches 

to humble and modest hermitages 
and monasteries, the Catholic 
faith came alive right before the 
eyes of the students. Most of the 
young men and women had spent 
years learning about the faith, but 
to see the holy sites was different.  

“To actually see them makes 
things tangible—like hey, these 
things really happened. It puts all 
of it into a new perspective,” said 
Isaac Niess, a senior at Bishop 
Ryan.  

For Brittany Berger and Brett 
Mortenson, both seniors at 
Dickinson Trinity, one of the most 
powerful experiences of the whole 
trip was going up the “Scala 
Sancta,” or Holy Stairs, on their 
knees, saying a prayer on each 
step. 

“We went to the Holy Stairs, 

the staircase that Jesus went up 
when he was being condemned by 
Pontius Pilate. It just hit me that 
everything was real. That Jesus 
went through so much pain for 
us,” said Berger. 

“When I finished and said 
my prayer on the last step, it 
was just totally humbling,” said 
Mortenson. “The trip made me 
a more humble Catholic. Before 
the pilgrimage, I went through 
the motions and didn’t know 
why I was doing the things I 
was. Coming back, I learned that 
everything you do is for a purpose 
and for a reason,” he added.

For other students, seeing 
the relics, such as the bones and 
possessions of saints, was one of 
the most powerful things. “Seeing 
all of the relics, like St. Peter’s 
bones, made the faith more real. 
Like there was proof,” said Wald. 

Other relics the students saw 
included the pillar where Christ 
was crucified, the true cross and 
sign from Christ’s crucifixion, the 

Photo by Fr. Jared Johnson

110 students from four N.D. Catholic High Schools participated in a pilgrimage to Rome, Italy June 17-July 3 that included attending 
an audience with Pope Francis in St. Peter’s Square. St. Mary’s Central High School student Nate Sandy is pictured smiling above as the 
pope blesses a young child.

Continued on Page 3

Face-to-face
with Francis

A seminarian 
explosion

Number of men studying to 
be priests in the Bismarck 
Diocese increases by more 

than 125 percent
By matthew Kurtz

Fr. Josh Waltz calls the last 
12 months “a whirlwind.”

After taking over for 
Monsignor Tom Richter 
as the diocesan director of 
vocations in July 2013, Waltz 
has watched the number of 
seminarians in the Bismarck 
Diocese rise. And rise. And rise 
again.

“When I first started, 
Bishop Kagan said he wanted 
seven new seminarians,” Waltz 
remembered, mentioning 
that the number of seven was 
meant to make up for the 
six men who were ordained 
priests in June 2013, “plus one 
for good measure.”

Try plus seven for good 
measure. Today, Bishop Kagan 
has 14 men preparing to begin 
seminary formation this fall 
for the Diocese of Bismarck. 
Add that to the 11 men already 
studying for the diocese, and 
western North Dakota has 
one of the highest numbers of 
seminarians per capita in the 
nation, with 25 men studying 
to be priests.

What’s working? Waltz 
attributes the sharp increase 
to vibrant parish life across 
the diocese and, more directly, 
to the diocese’s Catholic 
education system.

Of the 14 new men, 
13 have been enrolled at 
a Catholic institution of 
learning—whether it is one of 
the diocese’s three Catholic 
high schools, 10 elementary 
schools or the University of 
Mary in Bismarck. Further, 
five of the 14 new men lived at 
St. Joseph’s Residence Hall at 
U-Mary, a faith-based men’s 
dormitory established in 2011 
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The following appointment, with the permission of Bishop David D. 
Kagan, D.D., P.A., J.C.L., was effective June 5, 2014.

the reverend Biju Chitteth
• Was parochial administrator of the Churches of St. 

Mary (New England) and St. Elizabeth (Lefor)
• Is now pastor of the Churches of St. Mary (New 

England) and St. Elizabeth (Lefor) and has been 
incardinated as a priest of the Diocese of Bismarck

What to do when time flies
		
	 Aug. 1 • Serra Club mass and dinner 

for summer gathering, 
Church of Corpus Christi, 
Bismarck, 5:30 p.m. 

Aug. 2 • Annual Champions ride, 
home on the range, 
Sentinel Butte, 1 p.m. mt

Aug. 3 • Church of Corpus Christi 
50th Anniversary mass, 
Bismarck Civic Center,       
10 a.m. 

Aug. 5 • Williston Deanery 
seminarian celebration, 
Williston, 5:30 p.m.  

Aug. 12 • Seminarian gathering 
mass, Lake Isabel, 10 a.m. 

Aug. 16 • Installation mass of fr. 
Biju Chitteth, Church of 
St. mary, New England,              
5 p.m. mt

Aug. 19 • real Presence radio 
interview, 9 a.m.  

Aug. 20 • mass and Sending 
Ceremony for African 
missionaries, Cathedral, 7 
p.m.

Aug. 21 • All-staff mass, Chancery 
chapel, 8 a.m. 

 • Directors’ Staff meeting, 
Center for Pastoral  
ministry, 9:15 a.m.  

 • Light of Christ Catholic 
Schools board meeting, 
Center for Pastoral 
ministry, Bismarck,           
1:15 p.m. 

Aug. 26 • Expansion Board meeting, 
Center for Pastoral 
ministry, Bismarck,             
11 a.m. 

Aug. 28-30 • region VIII Provincial 
Bishops’ meeting, rough 
riders hotel, medora

Aug. 30 • Catholic Studies 
Conference mass and 
banquet, university of 
mary, Bismarck, 4 p.m. 

BISHOP’S	
ScHedULe	

AuguSt 2014frOm thE BIShOP

Bishop David D. Kagan

bishop		David D. Kagan

H
ave you ever caught 
yourself saying or 
thinking, “Where has 
the time gone?” As I 

was preparing to write to you, this 
very thought came to mind; it just 
seemed to me that I was writing 
my message to you for June and 
now it is August!

In reality, it is not that time has 
picked up speed in the physical 
world, but that we have been 
busy and occupied with many 
different things and thus, it just 
seems that life and time is moving 
more quickly. Nevertheless, it is 
still summer and the weather is 
nicer and perhaps we still have 

some days of vacation to enjoy this 
month, but we do have the time to 
reflect on and examine our lives of 
prayer and good works. Hopefully, 
we have not been so busy that 
these two essentials of our faith 
have slipped a bit (or even been 
skipped) because we were too busy 
or too tired.

One of the temptations we 
may face at this time of year 
is to take just a little break 
from our regular routine of 
daily prayer and works of 
mercy. As we all know, this can 
be a very subtle temptation. It 
is not one that leads us to stop 
or quit praying or to stop or 
quit being charitable altogether. 
Instead, it is the temptation to just 
“cut corners” a little—to not say 
and do as much as we want (or 
need) to do and just do a little less.

If we are not aware of this and 
vigilant about not giving in to this 
temptation, we can fall into the 
bad habit of not doing as much 
as we can each day to pray and 
to extend ourselves to others in 
whatever ways we are able. It can 
even seem to us that we have a 
good reason to do less once in a 
while (such as being too tired or 
too busy). We can tell ourselves 
that we will get back to our regular 
prayer and practices of charity 
“tomorrow.” However, how often 
do we do that?

My point is that the time is 
neither passing more quickly or 
more slowly for us. Perhaps we are 
not paying close enough attention 
to the time in our daily lives and 
realizing that time itself is part of 
God’s gift of life to each of us. As 
we believe that we come from Him 
and that we belong to Him, so 
does our time and, therefore, we 
cannot waste this gift by thinking 
that it is passing more quickly or 
more slowly than we would like. 
We do not have time to waste 
because like us, our time belongs 
to God.  

So, whatever the time or season 
of our lives may be, we should be 
consoled by the fact that we are 
living on God’s time. Then, we 
can make the very best of it. By 
being faithful to our daily prayer, 
receiving the sacraments of the 
Holy Eucharist and reconciliation 
very regularly, by practicing 
some acts of penance, and by 
not lessening our spiritual and 
corporal good works, we spend the 
time of our lives—God’s time—well 
and fruitfully. All of us can and 
ought to do this. After all, this is 
how we cultivate our first vocation 
to holiness.

Please enjoy the rest of this 
summer and keep up the good 
work of spending the time of your 
life the way God wants you to. 
Let us all continue to pray for one 
another!       

SOCIAL	mediA

Like	us	on	Facebook	at	www.facebook.com/bismarck	
diocese	
Get status updates, photos, videos, and links and share them with 
your friends.

Visit	our	website	at	www.bismarckdiocese.com
Get news, photos, videos and more from around the diocese.

Follow	the	diocese	on	Twitter	@bisdiocese
or	follow	bishop	kagan	@Vescovoddk

Photo by Deacon Joe Krupinsky
Bishop Kagan celebrates Mass at the annual Town & Country Celebration July 13 near 
Stanley, N.D. as Fr. Gary Benz concelebrates. The rock used for the altar was cut specifically 
for the event. See page 10 for more photos.
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Bismarck Diocese 
seminarians thank 
supporters
Published on Jun 25, 2014
368 views
The seminarians of the Roman 
Catholic Diocese of Bismarck, ND 
thank you for your prayers and 
support.

CLERGY	APPoiNTmeNT
Bishop of Bismarck

David D. Kagan, D.D., P.A., J.C.L.

Rev. Biju Chitteth
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Two life-changing weeks
incorrupt bodies of several saints 
and popes, the cross which spoke 
to St. Francis of Assisi, and many 
other articles and places that 
belonged to various saints. 

While much of their time was 
spent in Rome, the pilgrims also 
visited other towns in Italy to see 
holy sites. These other small towns 
included Cassia, Siena, Orvieto, 
Norcia, Assisi, Subiaco, and Monte 
Casino. For Anne Storick, a senior 
at St. Mary’s Central High School 
in Bismarck, a eucharistic miracle 
in the small town of Siena was 
most touching. 

The miracle goes back to the 
18th century, when a group of 
thieves stole the gold ciborium, 
which held the Blessed Sacrament, 
from the church. Worrying that 
something had been done to harm 
the communion hosts, the whole 
town began to pray. Just two days 
later they were found, stuffed in 
an offering box in the church. To 
this day, over 200 years later, the 
Hosts remain in perfect condition- 
as if they were just consecrated 
yesterday. The students had the 
chance to pray in front of and 
have Mass before the sacred hosts 
during their visit to Siena. 

The students experienced other 
eucharistic miracles in these 
smaller towns, including seeing a 
bloodstained host in Cassia. 

A PILgrImAgE WIth frANCIS
The students learned early on 

that this experience was meant to 
be a pilgrimage, not a vacation. 
The hours were long, there was 
a lot of walking, and the public 
transportation was a test of 
patience at times. But the students 
agreed that this was an important 
part of the pilgrimage. 

“That contributed to [the 
experience] because it was a 
reminder that you are on a 
pilgrimage and you are here to 
grow,” shared Mortenson. 

“It makes it more memorable. It 
keeps you thinking about God. If 
it’s just a vacation, you lose sight 
of what’s important,” said Niess.

And who better to meet during a 
pilgrimage, when you are stripping 
yourself of desires and learning 
about humility, than the humble 
Pope Francis. The students were 
blessed to see the pope twice 

during their time in Rome. They 
were part of a papal audience one 
Wednesday morning where they 
saw il papa, “the pope,” for the 
first time. The second time the 
students saw the pope was on the 
Feast of Sts. Peter and Paul, when 
they attended a papal Mass at St. 
Peter’s Basilica. 

“Everything we learned about 
the faith goes back to St. Peter and 
the apostles, and it’s amazing to 
see the pope, who is his successor. 
I felt unworthy to be there…there 
are so many people who can’t,” 
said Maria Heidrich, a senior at St. 
Mary’s.

OutSIDE Of thEmSELVES 
One thing that was strikingly 

common among all of the 
interviewed students was the 
inspiration they gained from 
walking in the footsteps of various 
saints. St. Benedict, St. Francis 
and St. Catherine, among others, 
had an impact on the students that 
they think will last a lifetime. 

“Going on this pilgrimage isn’t 
really about you. It’s about what 
God wants from you. This is an 
opportunity to do something for 
yourself that’s going to last. It’s 
going to show you who you were 
meant to be in the eyes of God,” 
said Chris Reidman, a senior at St. 
Mary’s. 

Is it possible to come back 
unchanged? Mortenson doesn’t 
think so: “With all you get to see 
and experience, I don’t know how 
you can doubt the faith. It makes 
you realize how small you are.” 

It seems pretty clear that after 
the pilgrimage, the students 
understand their larger mission. 

“[The faith] isn’t something 
that floats through history, it has 
to be treasured and protected and 
passed on,” Storick explained. 

Thanks to their life-changing 
experience in Rome, the 110 
students are ready to take on their 
mission, though they might not 
know where the path of life will 
take them, with a renewed trust in 
God.

Students pray at the tomb of St. Ignatius 
of Loyola in the Church of the Jesu on the 
solemnity of the Sacred Heart of Jesus.

Photos by Fr. Jared Johnson 
A group of N.D. students kneels in prayer in 
front of St. Paul’s tomb.

By matthew Kurtz
The Bismarck Diocese officially gained two priests this June.
To those who closely follow diocesan news, this statement 

would raise some eyebrows. Yes, Fr. Adam Maus was ordained a 
priest at Cathedral of the Holy Spirit on June 12 (see pages 8-9), 
but when did this mysterious second priest fall out of the sky?

Fr. Biju Chitteth was officially incardinated in the Diocese of 
Bismarck on June 5, permanently making him a priest of our 
diocese. 

Still have questions? Read on.

What is incardination and how does it happen?
When a cleric is ordained a deacon, he is officially 

“incardinated” in a particular diocese. Incardination attaches 
a cleric to a particular diocese or religious community and its 
purpose is to prevent “wandering” or unattached clerics. Those 
who are incardinated in a particular diocese are subject to the 
authority of that diocese’s bishop.

In Chitteth’s case, when he was 
ordained a transitional deacon, his 
diocese in India (the Diocese of 
Gwalior) became his home.

how does a cleric become 
incardinated in a diocese 
other than the diocese for 
which he was originally 
ordained?

The opposite of incardination 
is excardination. For a variety 
of sufficient reasons, a priest or 
deacon can ask his bishop if he 
can be excardinated, or formally 
released from his affiliation with one diocese in order to be 
incardinated in another diocese and become formally affiliated 
with that diocese’s bishop.

Both bishops must be in agreement in order for the 
excardination/incardination process to be successful. The bishops 
decide together whether the reasons for the change are acceptable. 
Excardination cannot occur unless another bishop has agreed to 
incardinate the cleric.

What sorts of reasons are necessary for 
excardination to be accepted?

There are no specific criteria for excardination/incardination. It 
is handled on a case-by-case basis.

Wasn’t fr. Biju already a priest of our diocese?
No. After his ordination to the priesthood in 2001, Fr. Biju 

served in the Diocese of Gwalior, India as an associate pastor, 
vice rector of a seminary, and he also began an English school. 
Recognizing his desire to serve outside of the school setting, he 
asked his bishop for permission to work in another diocese. 

Chitteth learned of the Bismarck Diocese from a fellow Indian 
priest he knew who was serving in Mohall, N.D. In 2007, Chitteth 
arrived in the Bismarck Diocese under a three-year contract, 
which was renewed in 2010. As the term of his new contract 
neared its end, he explored the possibility of incardination in the 
Bismarck Diocese.

Why did fr. Biju want to be incardinated here?
He cited numerous reasons for his desire to minister in western 

N.D. Beyond the need for more priests in the Bismarck Diocese 
and his love for pastoral works, Chitteth said he has found his 
fellow priests here to be very cordial and encouraging. Plus, he 
said he has come to love the people and parishes he has served. 

Chitteth has also been a valuable resource to the diocese, 
as he played an instrumental role in the establishment of the 
Congregation of Teresian Carmelites’ new convent in Fort Yates, 
N.D. this past spring—the India-based religious order’s first 
convent established in the western hemisphere. He has also 
graciously helped many of the diocese’s other international priests 
make the transition to ministry in America.

Is this the first time this has happened in the 
Bismarck Diocese?

No. Most recently, Fr. Shane Campbell was incardinated in the 
Diocese of Bismarck in 2013 after being excardinated from the 
Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis.

n Information taken from the Code of Canon Law, canons 265-272

Topic of inTeresT:
What is incardination?

Fr. Biju Chitteth officially became 
a priest of the Diocese of Bismarck 
on June 5.
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Open discussion: 
Sex, marriage and contraception

A real-life glimpse 
of Natural Family 

Planning

THe 
COupLeS: 

Kevin & Tammy Martian
Married 7 years, Spirit of Life (Mandan)

Jason & Jana Heen
Married 16 years, Cathedral (Bismarck)

Jon & Jessina Kary
Married 3 years, St. Patrick (Dickinson)

dcA:	How	did	you	come	to	decide	to	use	
Natural	Family	Planning	(NFP)	in	your	
marriage?

Kevin: In college, we were doing a lot of 
searching. At first I really struggled with the Church’s 
teaching on contraception, but the more we dug 
into it, the more we couldn’t deny the truth. Tammy 
was also looking for something natural so she 
wouldn’t have to take hormones. After we learned 
and understood what NFP really was, we knew it 
was for us. It is effective and we knew it was truly 
following God’s plan for marriage.

Jason: Our parish priest told us what the Church 
teaches about contraception and we wanted to 
be true to Christ’s teaching in our marriage, so we 
attended the class he suggested and began learning  
about it six months prior to our wedding.
     

dcA:	is	NFP	based	on	guesswork?

Kevin: NFP does not use any guesswork. Modern 
NFP uses objective rules based on sound science 
that accurately determines the days a woman is 
fertile or infertile. Couples are free to take chances, 
but they know the probability of conception may 
be greater depending on the situation. Trials have 
found user effectiveness to be greater than 97 
percent (which is higher user effectiveness than 
birth control).

Jana: People who say that it isn’t reliable often 
do not have accurate information about how it 
works or may not be using it correctly to begin with. 
It should also be known that there are methods 
available that are reliable for helping couples who 
suffer with infertility or other women’s gynecological 
health issues.

dcA:	is	NFP	restrictive	to	your	sex	life?

Jason: No, not really. It does require sacrifice 
though. If, through prayer and communication, you 
feel you are not ready to accept the responsibility of 
another child, then you have to abstain during the 
fertile time, which can be difficult. Once that time is 
over though, it is exciting to be together again. 

Jess: It can be. I do appreciate the fact that Jon 
and I are on the same page, and how understanding 
he is when it is necessary to abstain. It’s not easy, but 
we are in this together.

Jon: When you open your heart to God’s plan and 
work with NFP in your marriage, it actually becomes 
freeing.

dcA:	what	is	difficult	about	NFP?

Jana: There are stages that a woman may go 
through, like breastfeeding and pre-menopause, 
where a woman may experience changes in her 
cycles. During those times it can be difficult to get 
used to new signs and symptoms. These may seem 
difficult at the time, but when you look back on 
them, they were really not all that bad and they were 
times of growth for us.   

Jon: Understanding God’s will and trusting when 
it is the right time to postpone a pregnancy can be 
difficult.

dcA:	How	has	NFP	blessed	your	marriage?

tammy: NFP has helped us practice 
responsible parenthood and helped us see God 
calling us to start our family. It has really helped us 
keep God at the center of our lives and especially 
our marriage.

Jess: It has made us more aware of our fertility 
and has also helped us realize that while we are in 
control as far as knowing when we are fertile, the 
number of children with which we are blessed will 
always be up to God, and God alone.

Jason: It has blessed us with five beautiful 
children, a deeper respect for each other and 
self-control in a society that promotes instant 
gratification.

dcA:	what	do	you	think	is	the	greatest	
misconception	about	NFP	among	catholics	
and	society?

tammy: I think a common misconception is 
that NFP doesn’t work because many people who 
practice it have lots of kids. This does not mean that 
NFP does not work, but just that the people who are 
practicing it understand the meaning of marriage 
and God has called them and has blessed them with 
many children.

dcA:	From	your	experience,	why	
is	the	church	right	about	NFP	and	
contraception?

Jason: Pope Paul VI in his encyclical “Humane 
Vitae” predicted what we are seeing today in 
our society through the widespread use of 
contraception (see info box, right). Many were 

opposed to his teaching at the time, but the Holy 
Spirit has always guided the Church in the right 
path.

Jon: The church teaches that NFP is not only 
about having or postponing children, but also about 
strengthening marriage and growing in relationship 
with God. I don’t think contraception has the same 
result.

Jess: It seems like more and more often society 
depicts children as a burden. Instead of children 
being the focus of family life, more emphasis 
is placed on accumulating things. Children are 
a blessing, and they are the future. The Church 
recognizes that—always has, always will.

dcA:	if	you	could	say	anything	to	a	couple	
that	isn’t	open	to	using	NFP,	what	would	
tell	them?

Jon: Pray about it and ask yourself if 
contraception has strengthened or weakened your 
marriage. 

Jess: Just try it. Give it a fighting chance. Don’t 
give up on it right away!

Jana: If a couple is using contraception, we 
believe there is some part of them, even if it’s deep 
down and undiscovered at this point, that tells them 
that something is just not right with it. NFP is safe, 
natural and works in harmony with God’s plan for 
them.

Kevin: Don’t fear that if you learn about it 
you may someday want to use NFP and that it will 
somehow inconvenience your life. You have nothing 
to lose. We have taught many couples who have 
been so glad they learned NFP after being very 
hesitant. 

What is NFp?
Natural Family Planning (NFP) is an umbrella term for certain methods used to achieve and avoid 
pregnancies. These methods are based on specific observations of the naturally occurring signs and 
symptoms of the fertile and infertile phases of a woman’s menstrual cycle. For more information on NFP, 
visit bismarckdiocese.com and enter “NFP” in the search box.

Pope Paul VI 
predicted in 
“Humanae Vitae” 
that widespread 
use of birth control 
would lead to:
1) infidelity and the 
lowering of moral 
standards;
2) a loss of respect for women;
3) an abuse of power by “public 
authorities” who care little about the 
moral law and may force the use of 
contraception/sterilization on all; and
4) man’s belief in unlimited dominion over 
his body and its natural functions.

The predictions of paul VI
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By Beth griffin,
uSCCB Catholic home 
missions
 

What happens 
when a rural 
area accustomed 

to losing its young adults 
to job opportunities in 
other states becomes an 
economic magnet almost 
overnight? The Diocese of 
Bismarck is finding out: an 
oil boom has drawn more 
than 9,000 newcomers to 
the diocese since 2007. 
And that’s both a challenge 
and an opportunity for 
the Catholic Church. The 
general population has 
jumped to 290,000, and 
the number of Catholics 
increased to almost 
62,000. 

Located in western 
North Dakota, the Diocese 
of Bismarck is caring 
for new arrivals while 
maintaining its active 
ministry to longtime 
parishioners. Priests and 
laity say it’s an exhilarating 
task with no precedent. 

Oil boom
The oil boom of the 

1980s was short-lived, so 
government and church 
officials were cautious 
in their initial responses 
to news that drillers had 
tapped into a supply that 
could last for 40–50 years.

Job seekers swarmed to 
North Dakota from every 
state and many foreign 
countries. The immediate 
effect was a housing crisis. 
Even now, there are not 
enough units for the people 
who need them and the 
prices have been driven 
up by demand. Houses 
are selling for as much as 
ten times their original 
price. Fr. Russell Kovash, 

pastor of St. Joseph in 
Williston, says, “Apartment 
complexes are being built, 
but there are trailers and 
mobile homes in wheat 
fields and people living in 
their cars.”

Oil workers who arrive 
without families are often 
housed in “man camps,” 
which are commercially op-
erated, makeshift villages 
that offer hot meals and 
temporary housing to 
mostly male residents 
exhausted from 12- to 16-
hour shifts drilling oil.

 

A changing 
culture

Once-quiet towns 
now bustle with truck 
traffic and there are long 
lines in restaurants and 
grocery stores. Crime 
rates have nudged up. 
Both established North 
Dakotans and more 
recent arrivals have left 
after deciding that the 
conditions were not right 
for them. 

The effect on parishes 
is palpable. There are new 
faces at Mass, but the 
people may not be there on 
a regular basis. Many have 
left spouses and families at 
home in a different state or 
country and may not have 
the time or inclination to 
become involved in parish 
life. Some of the long-
time stalwart volunteers 
have sold their homes and 
moved to places where 
their grown children live. 

Fr. Brian Gross says 
at least 50 percent of his 
parishioners are new at 
the Church of Epiphany 
in Watford City. Many 
experience stress on 
their marriage from the 
unrelenting weather or 
living in cramped, unfamil-

iar housing. “You have 
to think way outside the 
box in how you approach 
them pastorally. It’s a great 
opportunity amid great 
challenges,” he says. 

Welcoming 
newcomers            
to the parish 

Many of the newcomers 
are Hispanic in an area 
that has few Spanish-
speaking people or Span-
ish-language liturgies. 
However, Fr. Kovash says 
his parish has a growing 
number of people at the 
monthly Spanish-language 
Mass instituted in the 
summer of 2013. “It’s an 
area where we need to 
focus attention, because 
some people speak little 
or no English. I’m grateful 
that my two associates 
know enough Spanish to 
offer Mass, but it’s not the 
norm here,” he says. 

The influx of people 
is “quite taxing on the 
parish,” Fr. Kovash says, 
but parishioners are 
generous and he is excited 
for the opportunity to let 

the new arrivals “know 
about Jesus.” 

His church is a beacon 
for Catholics and non-
Catholics alike. St. Joseph 
partners with the local 
Salvation Army and a 
Lutheran church to pro-
vide money for housing 
and medicine. Some 
newcomers find that unfor-
giving weather, cramped 
housing, or loneliness 
outweigh the economic 
benefits of a boom town 
job and decide to leave. 
The organizations also 
provide gas vouchers and 
bus tickets to help people 
return home. “We see a lot 
of tears,” Father Kovash 
says. 

A parish welcoming 
committee brings a basket 
and a smile to new arrivals 
and helps them acclimatize 
to living in western North 
Dakota in the winter. 
Bishop David D. Kagan 
says the diocese sees the 
rapid and widespread 
changes as an opportunity 
to evangelize newcomers 
“in the full meaning of the 
Gospel of Life—Jesus—and 
to welcome them into the 

Catholic culture of life.” 
Bishop Kagan points to 

the distribution of parish 
bulletins and Catholic CDs 
in the “man camps” and 
the efforts to adjust Mass 
and confession times to 
accommodate the workers 
as examples of effective 
ministries to newcomers. 

The changing face of 
western North Dakota 
inspires Fr. Kovash. “It’s 
an exciting time to be a 
part of the Church!”

n Excerpted from the 
Spring 2014 edition of 
“Neighbors,” the quarterly 
newsletter of Catholic 
Home Missions.

Editor’s note: The 
Diocese of Bismarck is 
the recipient of a Catholic 
Home Missions grant, 
which assists in funding 
religious education, 
seminarian education 
and other aspects of the 
diocese’s ministry. In 2013 
Catholic Home Missions 
awarded $8.45 million 
in grants to U.S. dioceses 
that lack the resources for 
basic pastoral ministries.

Photos by Ron Schatz
Oil workers who arrive in N.D. without families are often housed in “man camps,” which are 
commercially operated, makeshift villages that offer hot meals and temporary housing to mostly 
male residents exhausted from 12- to 16-hour shifts drilling oil.

Bismarck Diocese featured in USCCB Catholic Home Missions newsletter
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By Kelli r. Schneider
For men studying to be priests, 

the years in seminary are full of 
classes, lectures and examinations 
all meant to help them discern 
what Jesus wants in their lives.

But beyond the academic 
aspect of the seminary, there is 
another crucial aspect of priestly 
formation: spiritual direction. 

This fall, one of the Bismarck 
Diocese’s own will begin assisting 
in this important role at Kenrick-
Glennon Seminary in the 
Archdiocese of St. Louis, Mo.

Fr. Paul Eberle was recently 
assigned to be a spiritual director 
at the institution, which consists 
of a minor and major seminary. 
Spiritual directors are assigned 
to individual seminarians after 
they begin studying at both minor 
and major seminary. The spiritual 
director’s role is to meet with the 
seminarian on a regular basis 
throughout the school year, acting 
as a spiritual guide and a confessor 
for the man studying to be a priest. 

It’ll be a natural fit for Fr. 
Eberle, who, along with many 
priests of the Diocese of Bismarck, 

is a graduate of 
Kenrick-Glennon. 
In addition, 
spiritual direction 
is nothing new 
to Fr. Eberle. 
He underwent 
training in 
spiritual direction 
through the 

Institute for Priestly Formation 
(IPF) from 2008-2011. The 
training, which consists of three 
weeks each year for one week at a 
time, equipped Fr. Eberle with the 
tools necessary for his new role. 

The call for Fr. Eberle to 
become a spiritual director at 
Kenrick-Glennon came from 
Fr. John Horn, rector of the 
seminary. Fr. Horn knew of Fr. 
Eberle’s training and experience 
in spiritual direction through IPF 

and contacted Bishop Kagan to 
ask if Fr. Eberle could be released 
from the diocese for a period of 
three to four years to become a 
spiritual director at the seminary. 
Bishop Kagan then called Fr. 
Eberle, let him know of the request 
and asked Fr. Eberle to pray about 
and discern the invitation.

“In praying and discerning, I 
came to understand how deeply I 
will miss parish life in these next 
years, but I felt God asking me to 
say ‘yes’ to this request,” Fr. Eberle 
commented. “I am just grateful to 
do whatever the Lord wants me to 
do.” 

Father Eberle will not 
be without connection to a 
parish when he takes his new 
assignment; as a spiritual director 
at the seminary, he will have the 

opportunity to assist at parishes in 
the St. Louis area on weekends. 

Fr. Eberle will arrive at Kenrick-
Glennon in time for orientation 
week – about mid-August – and 
begin his new assignment at that 
time. After Fr. Eberle fulfills his 
three to four year commitment to 
Kenrick-Glennon, he will be back 
in the Diocese of Bismarck. 

In asking Fr. Eberle what he 
is most looking forward to in his 
new appointment, he answered, 
“…being a spiritual father. As a 
pastor, a priest is asked to be a 
spiritual father to the parishioners 
under his care. Seminary life is 
very similar. A spiritual director is 
asked to be a spiritual father to the 
seminarians under his care.

“The formation of future priests 
is a very important role and I am 

humbled to be a part of that. We 
are all instruments in the hand of 
God.”         

Photo by Lisa Johnston, St. Louis Review
Beginning this school year, Fr. Paul Eberle will be working as a spiritual director at Kenrick-Glennon Seminary in St. Louis, Mo., pictured 
above. He will remain in the position for three to four years and then return to ministry in the Diocese of Bismarck. 

Fr. eberle assigned to new role in St. Louis

Fr. Paul Eberle

Fr. paul eberle’s 
assignments:
n cathedral	of	the	Holy	Spirit, 

Bismarck - Parochial Vicar 
(2005-2009)

n Sts.	Peter	&	Paul,	Strasburg   
- Pastor (2009-2012)

  n St. michael, rural Linton
  n St. mary, hague

n St.	Anthony,	mandaree		           
- Pastor (2012-2014)

  n St. Joseph, twin Buttes

HAGUE – The Discalced Nuns 
of the Carmel of the Holy Face 
of Jesus in Hague will be having 
a novena of Masses in honor of 

St. Therese of the Child 
Jesus and of 
the Holy Face 
(commonly 

known 
as the 
Little 

Flower.) 
The nine days 

of Masses will be 
offered by their 

chaplain, Fr. 
Leonard 

Eckroth, at 7:30 a.m. from Sept. 
23 to Oct. 1 for the intentions 
of all the benefactors of the 
Carmelite monastery and in 
thanksgiving for their kindness 
and generosity over the past six 
months since the arrival of the 
nuns in March.  

 The Carmelite Sisters would 
also like to ask the intercession 
of St. Therese for their proposed 
building project which would 
consist in the construction of 
a monastery large enough to 
accommodate as many as 21 
nuns. The first phase of the 
building would consist of one 
three-story wing that would 
enable the nuns to open a 
novitiate for the formation of new 
members.  

If you would like to submit 

your prayer intentions and/or 
make a financial contribution 
to the building project, please 
write to the nuns at the following 
address: Carmelite Monastery; 
2051 91st Street SE; Hague, ND 
58542.  Prayer intentions may 
also be left on their prayer line: 
701-336-7907.    

Like St. Therese, the Carmelite 
nuns in Hague seek deeper 
intimacy with God through 
contemplation of the Holy 
Face of Jesus. Jesus is the 
image of the invisible God. In 
contemplating the Face of Jesus, 
one contemplates the very face 
of God. Through their lives of 
hidden sacrifice, the nuns call 
down grace upon the Church and 
upon the whole world.

For more information about 
devotion to the Holy Face and 
the apostolate of Carmel, see 
CarmeloftheHolyFace.com when 
it is established as a website.

Nuns invite public to join in novena to St. Therese
hope to launch building project to house more 

nuns for novitiate
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Sr. Rose Schweitzer, 
OSB

Sr. Mariah Dietz, OSB

Sr. Patricia Shap, OSB

The Diocese of Bismarck offers sincere thanks and
congratulations to those celebrating significant

anniversaries of their faithful ministry

Fr. Victor Feser, OSB

Abbot Lawrence 
Wagner, OSB

Fr. Raymond Dietlein, 
OSB

Gratitude for faithful service

Sister Gerard Wald, 
OSB

Sister	mariah	dietz,	oSb
�0	Years
n Annunciation Monastery, Bismarck

Sister Mariah was born in 
Sentinel Butte, N.D. She says she 
has done everything she wanted to 
do in her 50 years as a Benedictine 
sister. “As a sister, teacher and 

nurse, I am 
grateful for the 
opportunities 
to care for 
others.”

Whether 
caring for 
others as 
a nurse or 
teacher, Sister 
Mariah serves 
with love and 
compassion. 
She helped 

start the intensive care unit at St. 
Alexius Medical Center, taught 
nursing courses at the University of 
Mary for 30 years, and served three 
years as spiritual care director at St. 
Gabriel’s Community, a Bismarck 
care center. She currently is vice 
president of mission effectiveness 
at St. Alexius Medical Center where 
she feels she has come full circle 
and is back at home. “Working with 
others to engage the mission of 
Jesus is what we are all about. We 
are reminded of how we are called to 
serve.”

Sister Mariah says her greatest 
gifts of the past 50 years have been 
her sisters in monastic community. 
“I have been mentored by the best 
women ever. They taught me to 
pray. I love the Divine Office and 
lectio divina. This life hits at the 
very essence of why we are. We are 
created to know, love and serve 
God. We support and encourage one 
another. I am grateful I was chosen 
for this life.”

Fr.	Victor	Feser,	oSb
�0	years
n Assumption Abbey, Richardton

Fr. Feser’s work has been 
primarily in education: He began 
his monastic work in 1960, teaching 

a variety of 
courses at 
Assumption 
Abbey High 
School and 
Junior College. 
When the 
college closed 
in 1971, he 
was moved 
to St. Louis 
University 
in St. Louis, 
where he lived 

at an Italian parish and assisted for 
four years.

After receiving a doctorate in 
mathematics in 1975, he began 
working as part-time chaplain to the 
Sisters of Annunciation Monastery 
and part-time faculty at Mary 
College (now University of Mary) 
in Bismarck. He eventually became 
full-time faculty at the university, 
primarily teaching mathematics and 

computer science. 
Beyond teaching, he assisted in 

various ways at parishes in Bismarck 
and elsewhere, including summer 
work at parishes in Cheyenne, Wyo. 
He recently retired from teaching 
at U-Mary and has returned to 
Assumption Abbey, where he will 
continue pastoral work as he is able.

“The pastoral work always 
seemed to fit in with academic work, 
and certainly there was plentiful 
opportunity to do good service in 
many ways to a variety of people. 
There was nothing boring about it!”

Sister	Patricia	Schap,	oSb
�0	Years
n Annunciation Monastery, Bismarck

Sister Patricia was born in 
Valley City, N.D. God and teaching 
are the two great loves of her life. 
She became interested in joining 

Annunciation 
Monastery 
after reading a 
vocation story 
in the “Dakota 
Catholic 
Action.” 

“It was 
about a 
woman who 
was searching 
for her place 
in life. It 
resonated with 

me and helped me open my heart 
and mind to God’s call.

She has taught at Cathedral 
and St. Mary’s grade schools in 
Bismarck, Christ the King School in 
Mandan and again at St. Mary’s as 
director of religious education for 23 
years. Sister Patricia feels children 
bring a wonderful dimension to her 
life. She also served as subprioress 
of Annunciation Monastery for eight 
years. She directs the monastery’s 
oblate program, is a certified 
spiritual director and fulfills her love 
of teaching by volunteering to help 
children with their reading at St. 
Mary’s Elementary School. 

Sister Patricia feels fulfilled by the 
richness of communal and personal 
prayer. “To live with others who 
seek God together and support one 
another on the journey to God is a 
blessing. We love one another, we 
live the Gospel values and we have 
fun. Each day is a new beginning to 
grow in God’s love.”

Sister	Gerard	wald,	oSb
�0	Years
n Annunciation Monastery, Bismarck

Sister Gerard was born on a farm 
south of Napoleon, N.D. She credits 
the priest from her home parish 
with encouraging her vocation. “He 
talked about vocations all the time 
and interwove that into his homilies. 
I remember dreaming about being 
a sister and a nurse. The tug in my 
heart would come and go, but it 
would never go away.” 

Sister Gerard’s love of God and 
people inspired her to integrate 
faith, healing and education into 
her varied ministries. She started 

the printing department at St. 
Alexius Medical Center, where she 
also served as a nurse and director 
of staff and patient education. She 

has served 
as residence 
director and 
coordinator 
of adult 
education 
services at the 
University 
of Mary and 
was director 
of vocation 
ministry at 
Annunciation 
Monastery. 
She currently 

directs the student volunteer 
program at the University of Mary 
and coordinates the monastery’s 
health center.

Sister Gerard cherishes the 
Benedictine monastic life of 
prayer, community and service 
with prayer structured into every 
day. “I love how strong and active 
our community life is. Benedictine 
hospitality is key to serving one 
another. Our life supports prayer 
and being continually challenged 
and enriched with opportunities to 
learn, grow and serve one another 
with love.”

Fr.	raymond	dietlein,	oSb
�0	years
n Assumption Abbey, Richardton

Fr. Raymond professed vows 
as a Benedictine monk in 1949 
and was ordained a simplex priest 
in 1954 (which means he could 

celebrate Mass 
but not hear 
confessions 
until 
completion 
of theological 
studies one 
year later). 
He taught in 
the Abbey 
Prep School. 
In 1956, he 
suffered a 
stroke during 
open-heart 

surgery. After a long period of 
recuperation, he ministered in 
small parishes and as a hospital 
chaplain. Returning to the Abbey, 
he substituted at local parishes on 
weekends.

“I have felt fulfilled as a 
Benedictine priest in the Diocese of 
Bismarck reconciling people with 
God in the sacrament of penance. 
I am very grateful to God for being 
able to help people in their spiritual 
lives.”

Abbot	Lawrence	wagner,	oSb
�0	years
n Assumption Abbey, Richardton

Abbot Lawrence Wagner, OSB 
was born in Haymarsh and baptized 
at the Church of St. Clement. He was 
one of four monks from Assumption 
Abbey sent to found a bi-lingual 
school and monastery in Bogotá, 

Columbia. He 
also worked at 
Sant’Anselmo 
in Rome, was 
elected Abbot 
of Assumption 
Abbey, and 
was later 
assigned to 
parishes at 
Kenmare, 
Bowbells and 
Lefor.

“Now is the 
time to be grateful for opportunities 
to spread the good news of the 
Gospel.”

Sister	rose	Schweitzer,	oSb	
��	Years
n Annunciation Monastery, Bismarck

A prayerful life and a joyful 
spirit are what keep Sister Rose 
Schweitzer young at heart. She 
was born in a little sod house and 

raised on the 
Schweitzer 
homestead 
near Dodge, 
N.D.  She 
and three 
of her four 
sisters entered 
religious life at 
St. Benedict’s 
Monastery, 
St. Joseph, 
Minn. When 
members of 
this monastery 

were called upon to establish an 
independent religious community 
in Bismarck, N.D., Sister Rose 
volunteered. She and two of 
her sisters were among the 144 
sisters who founded Annunciation 
Monastery.

Sister Rose is grateful to her 
mother who taught her to cook and 
bake at an early age because food 
service became her lifelong ministry. 
She particularly enjoys baking and 
did so in hospitals, care centers and 
convents in Red Lake and St. Cloud, 
Minn., and in Dickinson, Flasher, 
Richardton and Bismarck, N.D. 
She baked at St. Alexius Medical 
Center for 20 years prior to moving 
to the sisters’ convent in Garrison 
Memorial Hospital, where she 
was well known for her delicious 
homemade breads, fruit pies and 
her knack for growing beautiful 
African Violets. 

Sister Rose lives at Annunciation 
Monastery and recently celebrated 
her 100th birthday. She says, “I 
am grateful for the opportunities 
I’ve had to be with people in my 
ministries. We all have gifts we can 
share to help others. I have always 
been happy in this life; faithfulness 
to daily prayer and living in this 
monastic community bring me 
peace.”

• Editor’s note: See the June 2014 
DCA for the recognition of diocesan 
priests celebrating significant 
anniversaries of ordination.
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Photos from the ordination:
Left, top: Monsignor Gregory Schlesselmann of the Diocese of Fargo lays hands on Fr. Adam. Schlesselmann served as rector of 
the now-closed Cardinal Muench Seminary in Fargo while Fr. Adam studied there. Left, bottom: Before being ordained a priest, 
Deacon Adam places his hands between those of Bishop Kagan and promises respect and obedience to the bishop of Bismarck 
and his successors. Right, top: Fr. Maus blesses a family after his ordination Mass. Right, bottom: Fr. Maus distributes Holy 
Communion during his ordination Mass. 

“I choseyou.”

*Photos by Deacon Joe Krupinsky and Matthew Kurtz

that is also Waltz’s permanent home. 
He said that in addition to the 

classroom formation and interaction 
students have with priests at 
the diocese’s Catholic schools, 
opportunities such as the annual 

Rome Pilgrimage (see page one) 
have a significant impact on the 
youth and their relationship with 
Jesus.

The diocese has also been working 
to establish a stronger presence 
online, and Waltz has begun using 
social media and vocation story 
videos to reach out into the depths of 
cyberspace.

“The Lord has been doing 
beautiful things in a very hidden 
way, and that hidden way has now 
exploded onto the scene this year,” 
he said.

Beyond seminarians, Bishop 
Kagan and Waltz are also working 
to increase the presence of 
religious communities in the 
diocese. This spring, a group of 
Teresian Carmelites established a 
foundation in Fort Yates to work 
with the Catholic Indian Mission 
and five cloistered Carmelite nuns 
established a new monastery in 
Hague. This fall, three religious 
sisters from Mexico will arrive 
in Williston to assist in the 
implementation of Hispanic Catholic 
ministry for the next five years.

While the increase in seminarians 
is a tremendous blessing for the 
diocese, Waltz acknowledged that it 
also presents some challenges.

“Ten of our 25 seminarians are 
literally unable to pay for seminary 
formation,” he said, adding that 
costs of education at a minor 
seminary can approach nearly 

$40,000 per year. “It’s not that 
they’re lazy. Some are working 
two jobs in anticipation of their 
upcoming years of formation. 
The challenge is to build up our 
seminarian endowment so these 
guys can focus on discerning their 
vocation without worrying about 
finances.”

He said it isn’t the quantity of 
seminarians that the diocese has 
reached in the past year that he is 
most impressed with. Instead, it’s 
the quality of men responding to 
God’s call.

“They’re smart, they’re generous, 
they’re charitable, they’re leaders,” 
he explained. “The overarching 
characteristic is the zeal—they have 
a real excitement for being a part 
of what’s going on and they want to 
change the world by giving their lives 
to Christ.”

As man after man has entered 
Waltz’s office to discuss a potential 
vocation to the priesthood (and 
has ultimately been accepted as a 
seminarian), he said he has received 
a lesson in humility.

“I can’t make vocations. I can 
only encourage them and pray for 
guidance. This isn’t my work—it is 
God’s work.

“This diocese loves their 
seminarians,” Waltz continued. “I 
don’t know what Jesus will do next 
year. All I know is this year He has 
answered our prayers. And I’m 
excited to be a part of it.”

Bismarck priest featured 
on Lighthouse Catholic 

Media CD

The story of how Fr. Josh Waltz came 
to follow his calling to be 
a Catholic priest is now 
available as a Lighthouse 
Catholic Media CD! Drawn 
from the Bismarck Diocese’s 
popular Youtube video of 
Waltz’s vocation story, the 
CD recounts a series of 
choices—some bad and 

some good—that ultimately led him to 
enter the seminary.

Check out new releases at 
LighthouseCatholicMedia.org

to obtain copies of the CD.

A seminarian explosion
Continued from Page 1  
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Claim:
Following	the	ruling	of	a	federal	judge	in	North	Dakota	to	strike	down	
the	state’s	ban	on	abortions	after	the	detection	of	a	fetal	heartbeat	this	
past	April,	several	media	outlets	erroneously	reported	that	Measure	1	
on	the	ballot	this	November	is	a	proposal	that	“would	give	personhood	
rights	to	embryos,”	would	effectively	“ban	abortion”	and	would	“define	
life	at	conception.”

Fact:
Measure	1,	the	Human	Life	Amendment,	does	not	define	when	life	
begins,	does	not	provide	rights	to	embryos	and	does	not	ban	abortion.	
The	amendment	prevents	outside	abortion	groups	from	successfully	
suing	in	state	court	to	impose	an	unfettered	right	to	abortion	under	the	
state	constitution.

Claim:
(Broadcast	by	WDAY	and	WDAZ)	
Measure	1	on	the	November	ballot	“would	give	personhood	rights	to	
embryos.”

Fact:
•	Measure	1	is	the	Human	Life	Amendment	and	provides	that	“the	

inalienable	right	to	life	of	every	human	being	at	any	stage	of	
development	must	be	recognized	and	protected.”

•	Two	proposals	to	extend	“personhood	rights”	to	embryos	were	
rejected	by	the	North	Dakota	Legislature	(SB	2302	and	SB	2303).	

•	Instead,	the	North	Dakota	Legislature	supported	a	different	proposal,	
the	Human	Life	Amendment,	to	protect	state	laws	from	being	
invalidated	in	lawsuits	brought	by	outside	groups	who	seek	to	invent	
a	right	to	abortion	in	the	state	constitution	that	goes	beyond	what	is	
required	by	federal	law.

•	Measure	1	leaves	to	the	legislature	all	future	decisions	about	abortion.	
The	amendment	does	not	change	any	existing	statutes;	it	simply	
provides	a	strong	legal	framework	to	uphold	policy	decisions	made	
by	the	legislature.

Claim:
(Broadcast	by	WDAY	and	WDAZ)
Measure	1	“would	give	personhood	rights	to	embryos,	effectively	
banning	abortion.”

Fact:
•	Measure	1	does	not	ban	abortion.	Abortion	in	North	Dakota	remains	

legal	up	to	20	weeks,	and	longer	in	cases	of	medical	emergency.
•	Measure	1	strengthens	the	legal	foundation	to	prevent	a	state	judge	

from	finding	a	right	to	abortion	in	the	state	constitution	and	leaves	to	
the	legislature	all	future	decisions	concerning	abortion.

•	Measure	1	does	not	change	state	law	providing	for	abortion	up	to	
20	weeks,	and	longer	in	cases	of	medical	emergency.	Any	future	
changes	to	those	laws	will	be	up	to	the	legislature.	

•	Measure	1	will	provide	a	strengthened	legal	framework	to	uphold	
the	decisions	of	our	elected	officials	that	are	regularly	challenged	by	
out	of	state	abortion	groups	seeking	to	impose	an	unlimited	right	to	
abortion	under	the	state	constitution.	Recently,	a	state	judge	in	Fargo	
issued	a	ruling	that	advances	their	agenda.

Claim:
(Published	in	Grand	Forks	Herald)
Measure	1	“would	define	life	at	conception.”

Fact: 
Unlike	so-called	“personhood”	proposals	that	provide	that	life	begins	at	
conception,	Measure	1	does	not	define	when	life	begins.	Instead,	this	
decision—and	all	other	issues	concerning	abortion—will	be	left	to	the	
legislature	to	decide.	

diocesan	roundup	

Correcting the 
record about

MEASURE 1
By Dan Ohlson, N.D. Choose Life

In summary: Measure 1 will strengthen the legislature’s ability to defend the laws they pass against challenges 
brought by out of state abortion groups seeking to impose an unfettered right to abortion under the state 

constitution.

Human Life Amendment goes to a vote in November

Town & Country 
Celebration

July 13, 2014 • Palermo, ND
Hosted by Wyatt Nichols &
Debbie and Jerry Nichols

More photos at Facebook.com/bismarckdiocese



AuguSt 2014  Dakota Catholic Action | 11diocesan	roundup	

		
	

UPCOMING	eVeNTS
n minot	pregnancy	help	center	to	
show	pro-life	movie	
 “Gimme Shelter” (2013, PG-13), a movie 
based on an inspiring true story, will be 
shown at the Sleep Inn, Minot, August 
18, 19, 20 at 3 p.m. and 7 p.m. Doors 
open one hour before show times. 
Tickets are free. Freewill donations for 
Dakota Hope Clinic (a pregnancy help 
center) will be accepted at the door. For 
more information, email dakotahope@
minot.com or call 701-852-HOPE (4673).

n Anniversaries	celebrated	at	
Jamestown	basilica
St. James Basilica (Jamestown) will 
mark 125 years since the Diocese of 
Jamestown was erected, 100 years since 
the church building in Jamestown was 
dedicated and 25 years since the church 
was named a minor basilica. To mark 
this occasion, the basilica will celebrate 
a special Mass at 10:30 a.m. November 
23, 2014 followed by a meal and 
program at the Jamestown Civic Center. 
Call 701-252-0119 for more info.

n real	Presence	radio	pilgrimage
Real Presence Radio is hosting a 
motor coach pilgrimage September 
25-27, 2014 to South Dakota and 
Nebraska to visit the Holy Family 
Shrine, Mahoney State Park and the 
House of Mary Shrine. The cost of 
$300 includes transportation, hotel 
accommodations, tour fees & all meals. 
For more information or to sign up, 
call 877-795-0122 or email stacey@
yourcatholicradiostation.com.

n St.	wenceslaus	201�	pilgrimage
Msgr. Patrick Schumacher and 
parishioners and friends of the Church 
of St. Wenceslaus (Dickinson) are 
planning a journey to the Iberian 
Peninsula: Portugal and Spain 
September 29–October 9, 2015. 
Highlights will include Lisbon, Fatima, 
Avila for the 500th Anniversary of 
St. Teresa’s birth, Madrid, Barcelona, 
Gaudi’s renowned Sagrada Familia, 
the Black Madonna at Montserrat, and 
more. The program combines visits 
to religious, historical, and cultural 
sites and includes Mass each day. 
Contact St. Wenceslaus (701-225-3972, 

sarahbengtson@ndsupernet.com) 
for travel information or visit www.
travelillume.com/trc/qwm. Deposit and 
registration due by August 1, 2014.

eVeNT	SUbmiSSioNS
DEADLINE: The Dakota Catholic Action is 
published monthly except for July.  Mate-
rial deadline is noon the first Friday of the 
month for the following months’ publica-
tion (ex:  first Friday in January for the 
February issue of the DCA).  Recurring or 
ongoing events must be submitted each 
time they occur to be included.
ACCEPtED mAtErIAL:  Brief notices of up-
coming events hosted by diocesan parishes 
and institutions.  Items are published on a 
space available basis.
SuBmIttED ItEmS muSt INCLuDE:
For consideration each event must be listed 
individually and include:
• Time and date of event
• Full event description including related 

times
• Complete address of event venue 
• Contact information of individual respon-

sible for submitted material
E-mAIL: mkurtz@bismarckdiocese.com
mAIL:  DCA Calendar, PO Box 1137, 
 Bismarck, ND 58502-1137

obituaries
Deacon Morris Martin

Deacon Morris Martin passed 
away Thursday, July 3, 2014 at 
St. Benedict’s Health Center in 
Dickinson, N.D.

Morris Edwin 
Martin was born 
March 3, 1929 in 
Sykeston, N.D., 
the son of Oscar 
and Delphia 
(Hollingsworth) 
Martin. He grew 
up and attended 
grade school at 
St. Elizabeth’s 
grade school in Sykeston and 
graduated from Carrington High 
School in 1947. After school, 
Morris was a telegrapher for the 
Soo Line Railroad. On November 
25, 1950, Morris and Marcella 
Ganje were united in marriage 
at Harvey, N.D. To this union 
six children were born: Steve, 
Jan, Nancy, Mary, Theresa and 
Tom. On January 16, 1951, Morris 
was drafted in to the U.S. Army 
and served during the Korean 
conflict. After his honorable 
discharge in 1952, Morris 
returned to work for the Soo Line 
Railroad. He went on to attend 
Valley City State College on the 
G.I. Bill and received his B.S. 
degree in education in 1958. 

Morris began his teaching and 
coaching career in Oriska. He 
also taught and coached in 
Carrington, Assumption Abbey in 
Richardton and Dickinson State 
University. Later, he turned his 
focus on administration serving 
as principal and superintendent 
of Trinity High School, 
superintendent of Richardton 
Public School District, and the 
superintendent of schools for the 
Diocese of Bismarck. Because 
his Catholic faith was always 
important to him, Morris was 
among the first class of men to be 
ordained permanent deacons in 
the Bismarck Diocese in 1981. He 
served the Churches of of St. Mary 
(Richardton), St. Mary (Bismarck) 
and St. Joseph (Dickinson). In 
1994, Morris and Marcella served 
as Chaplains at the N.D. Youth 
Correctional Center. He retired 
in 1999 and moved to Dickinson 
where he has made his home 
since. 

Morris loved sports, especially 
baseball and watching the 
Minnesota Twins. He enjoyed 
reading autobiographies about 
influential people. Morris didn’t 
fear the electronic age and began 
reading from his Nook and 
keeping in touch with his family 
on the computer. He loved visiting 
with people and would always 
ask, “How are you doing?” When 
asked in return, he would respond 
with “Quite well.” Morris was well 
respected as a coach. Contact with 
his students spanned a lifetime 
and he was always greeted as 
“Coach.” What he enjoyed most 
was a good conversation and 
good food. He also participated in 
numerous coffee groups around 
town.

 Deacon Morris is survived 
by his sons, Steve (Jan) Martin, 
Powell, WY, and Tom Martin, 
Hammond, WI; daughters, Jan 

(Randy) Jost, Dickinson, ND, 
Nancy (Cal) Gustafson, Dickinson, 
ND, Mary (Ron) Cascaes, 
Chandler, AZ, and Theresa 
(Randy) Hauck, Velva, ND; 
grandchildren, Jessica Martin, 
Rob (Heather) Martin, Jason 
(Lynn) Jost, Kyle (Dana) Jost, 
Kari (Josh) Sayler, Brittany (Ben) 
Holten, Scott (Stacey) Cascaes, 
Gregg (Darcy) Cascaes, Danielle 
Hauck, Trevor Hauck, and Xavier 
Martin; six great-grandchildren; 
and sisters, Lola Swedberg of 
Fargo, ND, and Lavonne Martin of 
West St. Paul, MN.

He was preceded in death by 
his parents, Oscar and Delphia 
Martin; his wife, Marcella; an 
infant grandson, Isaac Martin; and 
one brother Len Martin.

Because Morris was passionate 
about many things, the family 
suggests memorials to be made to 
a charity of your choice.

Sister edith Selzler
Sister Edith Selzler, 67, a 

member of the Benedictine Sisters 
of Annunciation Monastery, 
Bismarck, passed into eternal life 
May 23, 2014, at 
the monastery. 

Sister Edith 
(baptismal name 
Blanche) was born 
Oct. 18, 1946, 
in Strasburg. 
She was the first 
of six children 
born to Pius and 
Katherine (Allan) 
Selzler. She grew up in Bismarck 
and attended Catholic schools 
from grade to graduate school. In 
the elementary schools, she had 
Benedictine sisters as teachers and 
was impressed with their sense of 
community and hospitality. 

In 1964, she entered 
Annunciation Monastery and 
when she became a novice in 
1965, she received the name Sister 
Edith. A gifted educator, Sister 
Edith started her teaching career 
in elementary grades in Catholic 
schools in the Bismarck Diocese. 
She earned a master’s degree in 
biblical studies from Aquinas 
Institute, Dubuque, Iowa, and 
taught theology for 25 years at the 
University of Mary, particularly 

Scripture and world religions. She 
taught in the permanent diaconate 
program and was director of the 
Office of Charity and Justice for 
the Bismarck Diocese. She was a 
member of the monastery’s liturgy 
committee.

Sister Edith had a keen intellect 
and memory and was blessed 
with artistic talent. Steeped 
in Scripture, Sister Edith had 
an intimate relationship with 
God. Her faithful presence at 
community prayer and Eucharist 
nourished her. She was a gifted 
writer and often wrote reflections 
for Lent, Advent and special 

occasions. 
One of Sister Edith’s greatest 

gifts to those who loved her was 
her ability to live with cancer for 
11 years with grace, dignity and 
humor. It was a journey she made 
with God at her side. “I found 
peace in a surrender to whatever 
would come; what would please 
God would please me,” she said.

Sister Edith is survived by one 
sister, Cynthia, Grand Forks; two 
brothers, Wayne (Ishana), Los 
Angeles, Calif., and Brian (Debi), 
Bismarck; and the Sisters of 
Annunciation Monastery.

Deacon Morris 
Martin

Sister Edith Selzler

Is your student
leaving for college?

Visit
newmanconnection.com
to find Catholic ministry 

at any campus. 
Sponsored by the Bismarck 

Serra Club

Help them make a Catholic connection on campus!
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Attention men:
Top 10 reasons to attend

THIRST 2014
10. It is free. Yes. Zero dollars.

9. There will be food.

8. There will be free food. (see numbers 9 & 10)

7. When else do you get to meet a cardinal? 
(Cardinal Francis George, that is.)

6. It is open to all men. Therefore, there is no 
excuse to not come…if you are a man.

5. You will be responding to an urgent need in 
modern Christianity: for more men to be leaders 
with a purpose-driven life centered on Christ. 
Could it get any more epic?

4. You will be surrounded by hundreds of men who 
strive to live a life of virtue. Birds of a feather 
flock together.

3. You won’t be subjected to silly sayings (i.e. 
“birds of a feather flock together”) meant to 
make you a more faithful person. Instead, you 
will be given real, solid nourishment for your 
hungry soul.

2. Did we mention it’s free?

1. It will help you establish a stronger relationship 
with Jesus, which is the greatest gift you can 
give yourself and those you love.

Register online today!

Honored sponsor and host of 
the THIRST 2014 Men’s Conference.

Affordable  |  Serious  |  Catholic

to these

THIRST 2014
SPONSORS

for being an oasis
in the desert!

St. Bernard’s
Catholic Church
St. Bernard’s
Catholic Church
Belfield, ND
Fr. Bill Ruelle, Pastor

Daily adoration
since 1939

Mass times:
   Saturday, 4 p.m.
   Sunday, 8:30 a.m.

Parish Website:
saintbernardbelfield.com

Fr. Bill’s Sermons:
theprairiepreacher.com

Stop and visit us!

Minot: 10 South Broadway
Bismarck: Kirkwood Mall

Dickinson: 2234 I-94 Bus. Loop E.
Williston: 1602 2nd Ave West

www.ikeatingfurniture.com
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In my last column, I searched for an answer 
to the question of personhood—a massive 
task that, since it certainly wasn’t completed 
in five hundred words, I felt compelled to 
continue my investigation on. I realized that, 
when seeking to define something clearly, 
it’s often helpful to frame answers in the 
negative—to know what a thing is not can 
help us to better know what it is. This month, 
then, I will attempt to illustrate what we, as 
human persons, are not, so as to more fully 
understand what we are.

As Catholics today, with ever-growing 
access to good homilies, radio talk shows 
and Internet blogs, we often hear the 
wisest among us discussing such topics as 
rationalism, modernism, and secularism. At 
first glance, these seem to be intimidating 
concepts—terms that only a philosophy major 
would understand. But they all, when boiled 
down to their common essence, assert the 
same falsehood: that human reason is the sole 
authority for deciding what is and is not true. 

These philosophies, when left to run wild, 
cut God entirely out of human existence.

In today’s culture, false definitions of the 
person have long since become the rule rather 

than the exception. And how many there are! 
Some are scientific, defining the person 

strictly in terms of what can be measured and 
calculated. Others draw their distortions from 
sociological data, assigning dignity to a person 
insofar as he has “meaningful relationships” 
with friends, family members, and coworkers. 
Still other interpretations are based in 
convoluted legalese, assigning personhood 
only to those who are able to fully exercise 
their basic human rights.

As Catholics, hopefully none of us are prone 
to allow such foolishness to define us; still, 
even being aware of so many contrasting and 
colliding definitions is enough to make your 
head spin! 

The world, no doubt, would have you 
believe that further defining personhood 
really is as complicated as I’ve presented it 
here – thankfully, in reality, it’s really quite 
simple.

Here is where the negation, the not, comes 
in. Personhood is not any of the arbitrary 
definitions outlined above. The Catholic 
Church, on the contrary, teaches that every 
person has a dignity which is “intrinsic first 
and always,” absolutely and completely. This 

dignity doesn’t exist in terms that can be 
quantified or understood subjectively. “Man,” 
as the Catechism assures us, “is the only 
creature on earth that God has wanted for its 
own sake.” 

Simply put, God desires us, loves us, for 
ourselves – not for what we can do, what ends 
we might fulfill, or what circumstances we find 
ourselves in.

As people living in the modern world, this 
is a strange pill for us to swallow; we are 
conditioned by social and cultural attitudes 
to determine our worth and the worth of 
others using the faulty measuring sticks of 
talent, success, friendships and any number 
of other subjective criteria. These things, we 
must remind ourselves constantly, are not 
what God looks at to determine our worth; 
indeed, His love for us transcends our ability 
to measure at all.

n Charley is a student at the University of Mary in Bismarck 
and a freelance writer for the DCA. This column is part of 
a series discussing Bishop Kagan’s latest pastoral letter, 
“…and so man became a living being.” For a more 
in-depth look at this topic, you can find the letter at 
bismarckdiocese.com. Hard copies can be requested by 
emailing info@bismarckdiocese.com.

wanted	for	our	own	sake
A deeper look at Bishop Kagan’s pastoral letter

mAt ChArLEy

Guest Column

A June 2014 article in 
the “New England Journal of 
Medicine” (NEJM), written by 
researchers from the National 
Institute on Drug Abuse and the 
National Institutes of Health, 
points out that marijuana is not the 
harmless drug that many imagine. 
Rather, it is associated with 
“substantial adverse effects, some 
of which have been determined 
with a high level of confidence.” 

These negative outcomes include 
the risk of addiction, symptoms 
of chronic bronchitis, an elevated 
incidence of fatal and non-fatal 
motor vehicle accidents, and 
diminished lifetime achievement 
and school performance in cases 
of long term use, especially 
beginning in adolescence. We can 
add that the decision to use a drug 
recreationally for the purposes of 
dissociating ourselves from reality 
through induced euphoria raises 
significant moral concerns, and, 
like all unethical human choices, 
can be expected to correlate with 
significant adverse ramifications.

Part of the unethical character of 
drug abuse flows from the fact that 
we are treating something good, 
namely our personal, conscious 
experience, as if it were an evil 
to be avoided. Recreational drug 
users seek to escape or otherwise 
suppress their lived conscious 
experience, and instead pursue 
chemically-altered states of 
mind, or drug-induced pseudo-
experiences. Any time we act in 
such a way that we treat something 
objectively good as if it were an 
evil by acting directly against it, we 
act in a disordered and immoral 
manner. 

The decision to pursue 

inebriation and drunkenness, 
similarly, is a choice directed 
against the good of our human 
conscious experience that raises 
serious moral concerns. The 
responsible enjoyment of alcohol, 
meanwhile, presupposes that a 
moderate use of the fruit of the 
vine can aid us in the pursuit 
of certain aspects of friendship 
and interaction by stimulating 
conversation with others, and 
by diminishing the hesitations 
that people may have when 

they interact with each other. 
The moderate use of alcohol 
also appears to offer positive 
physiological effects on health. 
The notion of the “responsible 
enjoyment of marijuana and other 
mind-altering drugs,” meanwhile, 
is a dubious concept, given that 
the more powerful and varied 
neurological effects of these 
substances readily take us across a 
line into alternate states of mind, 
detachment from reality, “getting 
stoned,” etc.

Whenever we look at alcohol, 
marijuana, or other more powerful 
drugs, additional moral concerns 
arise due to the risk of addiction, 

which threatens authentic freedom 
and constitutes a serious form 
of human bondage. Alcohol, of 
course, poses a significant risk of 
addiction for some people, and 
the responsible use of alcohol 
may become nearly impossible 
for them, necessitating complete 
abstinence to maintain their 
freedom. Marijuana, despite some 
contentious debates about the 
matter, similarly has a significant 
addictive potential, as noted in the 
NEJM article:

“Approximately nine percent 
of those who experiment with 
marijuana will become addicted… 
The number goes up to about 
one in six among those who start 
using marijuana as teenagers 
and to 25 to 50 percent among 
those who smoke marijuana daily. 
According to the 2012 National 
Survey on Drug Use and Health, 
an estimated 2.7 million people 
12 years of age and older met the 
DSM-IV criteria for dependence on 
marijuana, and 5.1 million people 
met the criteria for dependence 
on any illicit drug (8.6 million 
met the criteria for dependence 
on alcohol)… Indeed, early and 
regular marijuana use predicts 
an increased risk of marijuana 
addiction, which in turn predicts 
an increased risk of the use of 
other illicit drugs.”

The NEJM article also notes 
that adults who smoke marijuana 
regularly during adolescence have 
decreased neural connectivity 
(abnormal brain development 
and fewer fibers) in specific brain 
regions. Although some experts 
have disputed a cause-effect 
relationship for this phenomenon, 
studies of brain development in 

animals strongly suggest a causal 
effect. The authors surmise that 
the effects of marijuana on brain 
development may help to explain 
the association between frequent 
marijuana use among adolescents 
and significant declines in IQ, as 
well as poor academic performance 
and an increased risk of dropping 
out of school. These deleterious 
effects speak to us of the 
fundamentally unethical character 
of inhaling, injecting or otherwise 
ingesting harmful chemical 
substances into our bodies.

The litany of marijuana’s 
adverse health effects raises 
major doubts about the wisdom 
of promoting its legalization for 
recreational purposes. The authors 
note that the health effects of a 
drug (whether legal or illegal) 
are related to its “availability 
and social acceptability.” They 
conclude, “In this respect, legal 
drugs (alcohol and tobacco) offer 
a sobering perspective, accounting 
for the greatest burden of disease 
associated with drugs not because 
they are more dangerous than 
illegal drugs but because their legal 
status allows for more widespread 
exposure,” leading to more abuse 
and more harmful effects. It’s 
critical for us to acknowledge 
these negative effects rather 
than seeking, like drug addicts, 
to dissociate ourselves from this 
reality.

n Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. earned his 
doctorate in neuroscience from Yale and did 
post-doctoral work at Harvard. He is a priest 
of the diocese of Fall River, MA, and serves 
as the Director of Education at The National 
Catholic Bioethics Center in Philadelphia. See 
www.ncbcenter.org.

Clearing the air around marijuana use
fr. tAD PAChOLCZyK

Making Sense out of Bioethics

“...using a drug 
recreationally for the 

purposes of dissociating 
ourselves from reality 

through induced 
euphoria raises 

significant
moral concerns”
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Questions
i	was	afraid	to	ask

Q:

A:

fr. WAyNE SAttLEr

Featured	columnists

What is foul 
language? Is it 

always a sin to use it?

It was not that long ago 
when it was below the 
standards of primetime 
television to allow the use 

of a “four letter word.” Today those 
same words are heard with regularity. 
There is a saying that “what one 
generation tolerates, the next 
generation will accept.” There is much 
truth to this statement; however, 
that doesn’t always make what is 
accepted right.  

St. Paul wrote in his letter to the 
Romans, “Do not conform yourselves 
to this age, but be transformed by 
the renewal of your mind, that you 
may discern what is the will of God, 
what is good and pleasing and 
perfect” (Rom. 12:2).

A sin is something that is contrary 
to the will of God. If we allow 
ourselves to conform to this age, 
we will be gravely hindered in the 
transformation of mind needed to 
discern the will of God.  

In regard to our use of language, 
St. Paul wrote in his letter to the 
Ephesians, “No foul language 
should come out of your mouths, 
but only such as is good for needed 
edification, that it may impart grace 
to those who hear” (Eph. 4:29).

The will of God in regard to our use of 
language then seems pretty clear.

The key word of foul language is 
“foul.” Language becomes “foul” 
when it is used “out of play.” There are 
degrees in how far “out of play” it can 
be used.

Take our Lord’s name for instance. 
Our Lord’s name is the most beautiful 
and powerful word placed at our 
disposal. St. Paul reflected on the 
name of Jesus and how “God greatly 
exalted Him and bestowed on Him 
the name that is above every name, 
that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bend, of those in heaven 
and on earth and under the earth, 
and every tongue confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father” (Phil. 2:911). In its proper use, 
there is no more perfect word.

However, this word is often used “out 
of play.” 

There are degrees in how far “out 
of play” the use of His name can 
become. It is often used in vain; that 
is, without meaning (like the all too 
accepted “OMG” of this generation). 

It can also be used vulgarly or even 
as a curse. So there are degrees of 
severity in which His name is used 
“out of play.” Yet regardless of how 
foul it becomes, it is contrary to the 
will of God.

God’s will in regard to the use of 
His name is very clear: “You shall 
not invoke the name of the Lord, 
your God, in vain. For the Lord will 
not leave unpunished anyone who 
invokes His name in vain” (Dt. 5:11).

So do not be “conformed by this age,” 
but “be transformed by the renewal 
of your mind.” 

We likewise have a few words that in 
their proper theological context have 
significant meaning. For example, 
we do believe and readily teach that 
there is a hell. We likewise hold that 
those who go to hell are damned. 
There could be no worse fate of a 
person than to be damned to hell.

In their proper use, these words are 
“good for needed edification.” Yet 
they, too, are often used “out of play.” 
They then become foul language.

Just like with the use of our Lord’s 
name, there are degrees to how 
far “out of play” the use of these 
theological terms can be become. 
They are often used in vain (without 
meaning) and can be used vulgarly 
or as a curse. Yet regardless of how 
foul they become, it is contrary to 
the will of God. We are to let “no foul 
language come out of [our] mouths.” 
This would obviously include those 
words that by their very nature are 
vulgar, crude and obscene.

In short, I remember talking to my 
spiritual director in the seminary 
about the use of foul language. He 
simply asked me; “Do you respect 
people when they make use of 
that language?” I knew my answer. 
Then he instructed me to choose 
to express myself in a respectable 
manner.

There is another translation of that 
passage from St. Paul’s letter to the 
Ephesians that is a fitting close to this 
article as it expresses the Lord’s will 
for our use of language in a beautiful 
way: “Say only the good things men 
need to hear, things that will really 
help them. Do nothing that will 
sadden the Holy Spirit” (Eph. 4:29).

n Sattler is pastor of the Church of St. 
Anne in Bismarck. If you have a question 
you were afraid to ask, now is the time 
to ask it! Simply email your question 
to info@bismarckdiocese.com. Enter 
“Questions I was afraid to ask” into the 
subject line.

Balancing Church
& State

Hobby Lobby and birth control
the truth about the hotly debated Supreme Court ruling
As soon as the U.S. Supreme 

Court issued the Hobby Lobby 
decision, critics of the decision be-
gan misrepresenting the opinion 
and its consequences. If a person 
were to believe some of the stuff 
appearing in newspapers, press 
releases and websites, five Catho-
lics on the U.S. Supreme Court 
declared that all corporations 
are persons under the Constitu-
tion and that these corporations 
now have a constitutional right to 
impose their religious beliefs on 
others, including their employees. 
The truth is something different.

The Court’s opinion did not 
deem corporations to be persons 
under the Constitution. It merely 
concluded that the language and 
history of a statute passed by 
Congress made the statute appli-
cable to closely-held corporations. 
It was hardly a sweeping opinion 
granting expansive corporate 
rights.

That statute is the Religious 
Freedom Restoration Act (RFRA). 
It was signed by President Bill 
Clinton in 1993 after Congress 
passed it almost unanimously. It 
says a federal policy cannot 
“substantially burden” a person’s 
religious freedom, unless it serves 
a “compelling state interest” in a 
way that is “least restrictive” of 
that freedom. 

Following the passage of the 
Affordable Care Act, the Obama 
administration decided that it had 
the authority to force family busi-
nesses to provide contraceptives 
at no cost to its employees, even if 
the family had religious objections 
to providing such services. Hobby 
Lobby and the other challengers 
objected to just four of the twenty 
required contraceptives because 
those four may operate after the 

fertilization of an egg, effectively 
acting as an abortifacient. 

Some critics of the decision 
have called the Court “anti-sci-
ence” because it did not look at 
studies purportedly showing that 
the four drugs only work to pre-
vent fertilization. The Obama Ad-
ministration, however, conceded 
that the four drugs may result in 
the destruction of an embryo. It is 
not the role of the Supreme Court 
to bring up and examine facts 

that are not in dispute. The Court 
was not being anti-science. It was 
respecting the judicial process.

The Court did not decide 
whether the Administration had 
a “compelling interest” in requir-
ing employers to provide cost-free 
access to the four drugs. It did not 
have to make that decision be-
cause the burden imposed on the 
companies for not providing the 
four drugs was clearly substantial 
(fines in the millions of dollars) 
and because the government had a 
variety of other methods at its dis-
posal to provide women the four 
drugs at no cost without requiring 
direct involvement by the compa-
nies.

It is important to remember 
that this decision is not about the 
Constitution. The Court was ap-
plying a unique set of facts (these 
four drugs, the particulars of the 
contraception mandate, and these 
three family businesses) to a spe-
cific law (the Religious Freedom 
Restoration Act). People who do 
not like the decision should not 
blame the Court. It was Congress 
that overwhelmingly passed RFRA 
and the Obama Administration 
that so clearly disregarded it when 
it conjured up the mandate.  

A lack of understanding of the 
law might be excusable if it was 
not coupled with not-so-thinly-
veiled hostility toward the Catholic 
Church. From the Huffington Post, 
to a full-page advertisement in 
the New York Times, to a weekly 
columnist in North Dakota’s own 
Fargo Forum, anti-Catholicism, 
America’s last acceptable preju-
dice, rears its ugly head again.

Apparently unable to under-
stand the law or direct their dis-
pleasure at the Obama Adminis-
tration, these new Know-Nothings 
blame the five Roman Catholics 
consisting of the Court’s majority 
in the opinion. (A sixth Catholic, 
Justice Sotomayor sided with the 
minority.) If you don’t like the out-
come, blame the Catholics. If you 
don’t understand the law, blame 
the Catholics. 

For the record, neither the own-
ers of Hobby Lobby or the other 
businesses involved in the case 
are Catholic. Nor was Congress 
controlled by Catholics when it 
passed RFRA in 1993. Nor, as 
some have alleged with conspira-
torial overtones, did the Catholic 
Church finance Hobby Lobby’s le-
gal challenge. But the record, like 
the law and the rest of the facts, 
are of no concern to those whose 
single focus appears to be hostility 
toward religion or a fanaticism for 
cost-free abortifacients.  

n Dodson serves as executive director of the 
N.D. Catholic Conference, the official liaison 
for the dioceses of Fargo and Bismarck in 
matters of public policy.

ChrIStOPhEr DODSON

“The Court was not
being anti-science.
It was respecting

the judicial
process.” 

Test	yourself!	
1.  Who is traditionally known as the patron saint of lost souls?

A.  St. Francis B.  St. Anthony
C.  St. Clare D.  St. Padre Pio

2. Which country is Pope francis from?
A.  Colombia B.  Argentina
C.  Chile D.  Peru

3. What does “A.D.” stand for?
A.  After Death B.  In the Year of Our Lord
C.  Another Date D.  In the Modern Times

1. (B) St. Anthony   2. (B)  Argentina   3. (B) In the Year of Our LordcA
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holy father’s Prayer Intentions
for August

• refugees. That refugees, forced by violence to 
abandon their homes, may find a generous welcome 
and the protection of their rights.

• Oceania. That Christians in Oceania may joyfully 
announce the faith to all the people of that region.

mAtthEW KurtZ
EDItOr

Final Thoughts

Featured	columnists

Decisions, decisions
Each day you and I are faced 

with a lot of decisions ranging 
from rather menial things 
(Which shampoo should I use 
this morning?) to life-altering 
choices (Should I take that job in 
Chicago?). Life is full of decisions. 
What do you let drive those 
decisions?

Emotions rule in our “do 
what feels good” culture. We’re 
constantly told to follow our 
feelings, or “passions,” as the 
Church calls them. The Catechism 
of the Catholic Church (CCC 1772) 
tells us “the principal passions are 
love and hatred, desire and fear, 
joy, sadness and anger.” 

Emotions in themselves are 
neither good nor evil. They 
should motivate us to act or to 
not act when faced with different 
situations. Emotions should be at 
the service of our intellect and will. 
The passions are good servants 
but poor masters. Unfortunately 
today, we tend to let them reign as 
masters.

Let’s use the analogy of a 
car: The intellect is like the 
headlights on a car—it lights the 
path showing us reality and allows 
us to recognize truth. The will is 
the car’s steering wheel allowing 
us to decide to go one direction 
or another—this is our freedom 
to choose. The passions are like 
the accelerator and brake—they’re 
designed to move us quickly 
towards what is good and away 
from what is evil. If we allow our 
emotions to lead the decision-

making process, it’s like driving at 
night…without your headlights…
steering with your knees…with the 
pedal to the metal—you’re going 
to crash and really hurt yourself 
and likely others! This shows the 
need to have a formed intellect, 
a determined will to choose the 
good, and feelings that speed up 
(not drive) the process.

Each day when faced with 
decisions, ask God what His 
will is for you. Then, look at the 
reality of the matter—what are the 
circumstances and consequences 
of the decision, including the 
moral impacts? Notice the 
emotions that are involved and 
what is motivating these feelings. 
Choose what is morally good, or 
if the choice is between two good 
things, choose the higher good.

n Duppong, a native of Haymarsh, N.D., has 
served as director of faith formation for the 
Bismarck Diocese since July 2012. Check out 
Michelle’s monthly faith formation talk series 
online at www.bismarckdiocese.com under 
the Adult Faith Formation.

1 Cor. 9:24 

mIChELLE DuPPONg

Run to Win

PrOtECtINg Our ChILDrEN
The Diocese of Bismarck is firmly committed to the health and protection 

of our children, young people and vulnerable adults. With the hope of 
healing the pain and suffering from sexual abuse in the Catholic Church, 
we encourage anyone who has suffered from this abuse to please come 
forward and let us know. To report allegations of sexual abuse, please 
contact: Dale Eberle, Chancellor, Diocese of Bismarck, PO Box 1575, 
Bismarck, ND  58502-1575.  Phone: 701.223.1347 or 1.877.405.7435. The 
complaint form and policies can be found on the diocesan web site at 
http://www.bismarckdiocese.com.

CODE Of PAStOrAL CONDuCt
The Catholic Church must be exemplary: Clergy, staff, whether diocesan 

or parish, and volunteers are held accountable for their behavior.  To enable 
the highest level of accountability, there must be a clear and unambiguous 
definition of appropriate behavior. To this end, this Code of Pastoral 
Conduct is defined for the Diocese of Bismarck and it provides a foundation 
for implementing effective and enforceable standards for all personnel. 
View the Code of Pastoral Conduct at http://www.bismarckdiocese.com.

“Emotions should be 
at the service of our 
intellect and will.  the 
passions are good 
servants but poor 
masters.”

Undoubtedly, summer trips 
are always an adventure. 

Ironically, finding a church 
for Sunday Mass during a 
vacation can be an even greater 
adventure. 

Sadly, finding the tabernacle 
in that church can be the 
greatest adventure of the 
summer.

After traveling to another 
diocese recently, my wife and I 
set out on our adventure to find 
a Mass nearby before heading 
home. 

Thanks to Siri, finding the 
nearest Catholic parish was 
no sweat. As we walked to the 
front door, we admired the 
large brick building with its 
high rooftop, eager to see what 
the sanctuary had in store.

Upon entering the foreign 
church, we stopped in our 
tracks.

“Where’s the tabernacle?” 
my wife whispered.

It’s a question I was never 
able to answer, despite 
spending 62 minutes inside.

Trust me, I looked. (I even 
found an excuse to take my 
one-and-a-half-year-old son 
out of Mass so Dad could 
conduct further investigation 
outside the sanctuary. No luck.)

Oddly enough, the priest 
chose to preach about beauty. 
During the homily, he even 
lauded his “simple” sanctuary 
for being purposely constructed 
to “feel empty without people 
inside.”

You’re right, it does feel 
empty inside, I thought as I sat 
there. Jesus is nowhere to be 
found! I don’t care how many 
people you stuff in there—it’ll 
still feel empty. 

You see, I learned much 
too late what a tabernacle 
is—or, most importantly, who 
is inside—largely because the 
tabernacle in my parish was 
not prominently placed in the 
sanctuary. And judging from 
the number of people who 
regularly genuflected toward 
the altar, I wasn’t the only one.

Sure, we can spend hours 
debating why tabernacles were 
moved and whether it was the 
correct decision. We can argue 
about Vatican II and its proper 
(or improper) implementation. 
Frankly, it’s all water under the 
bridge.

The Eucharist is the treasure 
of our Catholic faith. The 
tabernacle holds Jesus—body, 
blood, soul and divinity. The 
body of Christ (i.e. the people 
in the pews) is nothing without 
the Body of Christ.

I have vowed to make it a 
priority to teach my children 
what a tabernacle is, why we 
genuflect toward it and who is 
inside. 

And hopefully showing it to 
them won’t be an adventure.

n Kurtz has been director of 
communications for the Bismarck 
Diocese and editor of the DCA since 2012. 
He resides in Bismarck with his wife, 
Stephanie, and son, Elijah. Follow him on 
Twitter: @CathVideoDad.

The search of the summer

“The	body
of	christ	is
nothing	

without	the	

body	of	
christ.”



1� | Dakota Catholic Action	 AuguSt 2014

Advertise your 
business here!

Contact us at 701-204-7190
to find out how advertising in the 
DCA can work for you!

Reach nearly 23,000 homes in western North Dakota by advertising in the Dakota Catholic Action newspaper!

Trips to Scotland, France, Ireland, Shrines of Europe and much more..  
ranging from  $3,599—$4,899 for 2014. 

Prices are ALL-INCLUSIVE w/airfare from anywhere in the continental USA  

www.proximotravel.com     Call us 24/7    508-340-9370 | 855-842-8001 
email: sandi@proximotravel.com          Carmela Manago-Executive Director 

Italy/Switzerland: Sep 6-18, Sep 11-23, Sep 18-30, Sep 25-Oct 7, Oct 4-16, … 
Italy Regular: Sep 6-14, Sep 13-21, Sep 20-28, Sep 27-Oct 5, Oct 4-12, Oct 11-19, 
Oct 18-26, Oct 25-Nov 2, Nov 1-9, Nov 8-16, Dec 21-29... 
Holy Land/Italy: Sep 8-21, Sep 15-28, Sep 22-Oct 5, Sep 29-Oct 12, Oct 6-19, Oct 13
-26, Oct 20-Nov 2, Oct 27-Nov 9, Nov 3-16... 
Holy Land: Sep 10-20, Sep 15-25, Sep 22-Oct 2, Sep 29-Oct 9, Oct 6-16, Oct 13-23, 
Oct 20-30, Oct 29-Nov 8, Oct 31-Nov 10, Nov 3-13, Dec 19-29...  
Ireland/Scotland: Sep 6-18, Sep 20-Oct 2… 
Poland: Sep 6-17, Sep 13-24, Sep 20-Oct 1, Sep 21-Oct 2, Sep 27-Oct 8, Oct 4-15…  
Spain: Sep 6-18, Sep 13-25, Sep 20-Oct 2, Sep 21-Oct 3, Sep 27-Oct 9…                
Visit our website or call for more destinations and dates! 

Sponsored by:

Diocese of Bismarck
Office of Family Ministry

jmcdowall@bismarckdiocese.com

RESERVED
just for you.

Call 701-204-7190
for information

about how to reserve this spot!

Go to catholicfoundationdob.com to create your own 
online giving account and donate to your favorite endowment. 

Giving
EasyMade




