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Formed after the heart of Christ
Maus to be ordained a priest June 12

By Allyson Krupinsky

His plan was to take over the 
farm. His plan was to stay in his 
hometown, Golva, North Dakota. 
He was going to have a family 
and become a permanent deacon. 
Then, he found his true calling.

Deacon Adam Maus, 33, will 
be ordained a priest June 12. 
After becoming more involved in 
the church and community once 
he came back home from college, 
he knew God wanted something 
bigger for him.

Maus says his passion began 
when he was invited to a Bible 
study. He was reluctant at 
fi rst, but quickly developed a 
newfound relationship with God, 
as well as a strong prayer routine.

“I went to the Bible study and 
I really encountered the living 
word of God and I got lit on fi re 
in a big way,” Maus said in his 
Bismarck Diocese online vocation 
video.

Eventually, Maus got more and 
more involved in his church; he 
co-taught a CCD class because 
he fi gured the best way to learn 
about faith was to teach it.

“At the end of that year I knew 
I was being called to something 
more; I didn’t really know what 
it was,” Maus said. “One day a 
light kind of went on - I could be 
a permanent deacon.”

A family friend approached 
Maus one day after Mass. She 

told him that she was praying 
for him to become a priest. He 
dismissed the idea, but it stayed 
in the back of his mind.

“Looking back, that is so 
beautiful how people pray for 
vocations,” Maus said. “It’s 
incredible, the support I had from 
the start.”

The call to priesthood was 
soon being echoed. Maus says 
that deep down he knew it was 
his calling, but he didn’t think he 
was worthy of the position. After 
a lot of refl ection and prayer, 
Maus knew this was the real call.

“I had great guidance and am 
very grateful for it, but it would 
be unfair to say that I would be 
on a different path otherwise, 
because this call came from 
God,” Maus said. “God was very 
generous to me through all the 
people in my life and spiritually.”

Once Maus made his decision, 
he had to tell his parents he 
would be pursuing the priesthood 
instead of taking over the 
farm. He says his father was 
immediately supportive and 
proud, but his mother took a little 
extra time getting used to the 
idea. Shortly after, he went to a 
live-in weekend at the now-closed 
Cardinal Muench Seminary 
in Fargo to experience what 
he would be doing in order to 
become a priest.

“When I went to the live-in 

weekend at Cardinal Muench 
Seminary I didn’t have any 
doubts about the priesthood, only 
some anxiety about committing. 
After I went to confession on the 
fi rst night of the live-in weekend, 
I was totally put at ease and peace 
knowing that I was where I was 
supposed to be and this is what I 
was supposed to do,” Maus said. 
“That peace is unlike any other 
feeling one can have. I just knew, 
and said ‘Okay Lord, let’s do it.’”

Maus says his last months at 
home were beautiful; he spent 
them with his father, who was 
battling cancer. He passed away 
in 2007 before Maus left for 
Fargo to begin his studies.

The people that Maus has 
met in his years preparing for 
priesthood have undoubtedly left 
a lasting impact on him.

“It has been a blessing to have 
the kind of fraternity that I have 
experienced in each of the two 
seminaries that I attended. It 
is not true to say that all in the 
house are equally best friends, 
but we are all on the same track, 
experiencing similar things and 
being formed after the heart of 

Deacon Adam Maus, a native of Golva, N.D., will be ordained a priest on June 12 in Bismarck. After his ordination, he will serve as 
parochial vicar at the Church of St. Leo the Great (Minot) and part-time instructor at Bishop Ryan Catholic School (Minot). (Photo by 
Matthew Kurtz)

Continued on Page 4

Registration  
for THIRST 
2014 Men’s 
Conference 
now open
Space is limited

for free event

BISMARCK – Registration 
for the THIRST 2014 Men’s 
Conference has offi cially opened 
at www.bismarckdiocese.com. 

The one-day conference, 
which will feature Archbishop of 
Chicago Cardinal Francis George, 
OMI as the keynote presenter, 
will be held Saturday, Sept. 
27 at the University of Mary’s 
McDowell Activity Center.

The event is free and open to 
men of all faith denominations. 
Registration is required for a 
meal count and space limitations.

Other featured presenters 
at THIRST 2014 will include 
Tom Peterson, president of 
CatholicsComeHome.org and 
Fr. Russ Kovash, pastor of 
the Churches of St. Joseph 
(Williston), St. John the Baptist 
(Trenton) and St. Boniface 
(Grenora).

The THIRST 2014 Men’s 
Conference follows after the 
THIRST 2013 Eucharistic 
Conference held at the Bismarck 
Civic Center in October 2013 
attended by over 7,000 people 
from 20 different states.     

Register today!
bismarckdiocese.com
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What bishops do most:
Confirming young people in faith

Reviewing the meaning of confi rmation
  
 June 1 • Confi rmation at the Church of               

St. Joseph, Twin Buttes, 11 a.m.

June 1-6 • Annual Clergy Retreat, Assumption 
Abbey, Richardton 

June 7 • Pentecost Sunday Vigil Mass, 
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, Bismarck, 
5 p.m. 

June 8 • Pentecost Sunday Mass, Cathedral of 
the Holy Spirit, Bismarck 10 a.m.

June 12 • Priestly Ordination of Adam Maus, 
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, Bismarck, 
3 p.m. 

June 15 • Confi rmation at the Church of               
St. Michael, Ray, 11:30 a.m. 

 • Confi rmation and 100th Anniversary 
Celebration at the Church of St. 
Thomas the Apostle, Tioga, 3 p.m. 

June 17 • North Dakota Catholic Conference 
Meeting, Jamestown, 10 a.m.  

June 18 • Mass for High School Rome Pilgrims, 
University of Mary, Bismarck, 10 a.m. 

June 21 • Confi rmation at the Church of Christ 
the King, Mandan, 4:30 p.m. 

June 22 • Corpus Christi Mass and Procession, 
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, Bismarck, 
11:30 a.m.

 • North American College Fundraiser, 
University of Mary, Bismarck, 6 p.m. 

June 23 • Catholic United Financial Dinner for 
Priests’ Golf Outing, Bismarck, 5 p.m. 

June 24 • Real Presence Radio interview, 9 a.m. 

 • Home on the Range Annual Board 
Retreat and Strategic Planning 
Session, Center for Pastoral Ministry, 
Bismarck, 10 a.m. 

June 26 • Light of Christ Catholic Schools Board 
meeting, Center for Pastoral Ministry, 
Bismarck, 1:15 p.m.

June 29 • 40th Anniversary Mass and Picnic, 
Church of the Ascension, Bismarck,   
11 a.m. 

July 13 • Annual Town and Country Celebration, 
Stanley 

July 15 • Real Presence Radio interview, 9 a.m. 

July 22-23 • USCCB Native American Ministry 
Orientation Workshop for Bishops, 
Fargo

July 23-27 • 2014  National Tekakwitha Conference, 
Fargo 

July 31 • Light of Christ Catholic Schools Board 
meeting, Center for Pastoral Ministry, 
Bismarck, 1:15 p.m.

 • Bishop Ryan Annual Board Meeting, 
Minot, 5:15 p.m. 

BISHOP’S 
SCHEDULE 
JUNE - JULY 2014

FROM THE BISHOP

Bishop David D. Kagan

Bishop  David D. Kagan

SOCIAL MEDIA
Like us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/Bismarck Diocese 

Get status updates, photos, videos, and links and share them 
with your friends.

Visit our website at www.bismarckdiocese.com
Get news, photos, videos and more from around the diocese.

Follow the Diocese on Twitter @BisDiocese
or follow Bishop Kagan @VescovoDDK

After an Enclosure Mass April 26 in Hague, Bishop Kagan blesses the laundry area 
of the new monastery for the cloistered Carmelite sisters. See page 3 for more 
photos and information. (Photo by Matthew Kurtz)
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Holy Father’s Prayer Intentions

JUNE
• Unemployed. That the unemployed may receive support 

and fi nd the work they need to live in dignity.
• Faith in Europe. That Europe may rediscover its Christian 

roots through the witness of believers.

JULY
• Sports. That sports may always be occasions of human 

fraternity and growth.
• Lay missionaries. That the Holy Spirit may support the work 

of the laity who proclaim the Gospel in the poorest countries.

O
ne of the great 
privileges and 
responsibilities 
every bishop has is 

to administer the sacrament of 
confi rmation to our Catholic 
young women and men. In fact, 
this is one of the most often 
celebrated liturgies by any bishop. 
If you have been reading the 
Dakota Catholic Action, no doubt 
you have noticed that during each 
month, a signifi cant portion of 
my public schedule is traveling 
to parishes to celebrate this 
wonderful sacrament of initiation.

I would like to take this 
opportunity to share with you my 
impressions of the many young 
women and men who present 
themselves for confi rmation 
across our diocese. First, I can tell 

immediately that they are truly 
interested in being confi rmed 
because they have been well 
prepared. They do understand 
that they are taking on a greater 
responsibility for living our 
Catholic faith. Second, based on 
the patron saints they choose for 
themselves, it is clear to me that 
they have given their choices a 
good deal of prayer and thought. 
That is wonderful since our 
patron saints not only give us 
real-life examples of how to be 
holy and prove to us that we can 
be holy as well, they now pray for 
us to the Lord.

Finally, I am very 
encouraged not only by their 
active participation in the 
life of their parishes but, by 
the questions so many have asked 
me, it is evident that they 
want to know more about 
our Catholic faith and our 
Church. All of this bodes well 
for them, for their parishes and 
for our diocese—for the present 
and for the future. Let us offer 
a prayer every day for all of our 
young people, that they will 
continue to love the Lord and put 
that love into practice.

However, what our young 
women and men need from 
us who are already confi rmed 
Catholics is the example of faith 
lived well. In other words, we 
owe them that good example 
of our own lives. No matter 
when we adults received the 
sacrament of confi rmation, as I 

tell our young people, we all have 
received the same seven gifts 
from the same Holy Spirit Who 
descended upon the Apostles 
and fi rst disciples on the fi rst 
Pentecost. We receive them for 
the very same purpose, to bring 
the joy of our friendship with 
Jesus to others so that they, too, 
can come to know, love and serve 
Him with us in the Church.

Recall those seven gifts: 
wisdom, understanding, 
knowledge, fortitude, counsel, 
piety, and fear of the Lord. If 
we make the effort to use these 
gifts, then they always bear good 
fruit in our thoughts, words and 
actions. We give good example 
to our newly confi rmed young 
people and they see the fruits of 
the Holy Spirit in and through 
us. They should see in us charity, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, generosity, gentleness, 
fi delity, modesty, self-control and 
chastity.

As summer will soon be upon 
us it would be good if we did a 
spiritual inventory of how well 
we are using the Holy Spirit’s 
gifts. The way we can tell is by 
comparing our thoughts, words 
and actions with His twelve fruits. 
The best way to keep these gifts 
strong in our lives is frequent 
(if not daily) Mass and Holy 
Communion and very regular 
confession. Let us thank the Lord 
for His blessings of our faith, the 
Church and His sacraments.    

Search “Bismarck Diocese” on YouTube for videos from the 
Church in western N.D.

Bismarck Diocese 

May 10, 2014

Congrats to Fr. Jared Johnson, chaplain at 
SMCHS in Bismarck, for fi nishing the 2014 
Fargo Half Marathon in a time of 1 hour 39 
minutes, a pace of 7:35 per mile! With that 
pace, he fi nished in the top fi ve percent of all 
5,173 fi nishers!

171 Likes
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Are now locked away in prayer and 
sacrifi ce for the Bismarck Diocese
By Matthew Kurtz

On April 26, Bishop Kagan held an Enclosure 
Mass at Carmel of the Holy Face of Jesus 

monastery near Hague, the new home to a 
group of cloistered Carmelite nuns. After the 

Mass, Bishop Kagan blessed the monastery and 
offi  cially locked the sisters inside,

formally beginning their enclosure. 

The Carmelites hosted three days of
open house April 23-25, during which

time the DCA was able to take an exclusive
look inside the monastery.

The area where the sisters dine is called the refectory. 
It gets its name from the Latin word meaning 
“refreshing.” The refectory includes a skull, which 
serves as a reminder of how this brief life passes and of 
what little value one should place on passing joys.

Bishop Kagan locks the sisters inside the monastery, 
where they remain in prayer for the people of the 
Diocese of Bismarck.

The nuns drink from two-handled cups, which 
reminds them to be child-like (as children often 
drink with two hands) in their trust in the Lord.

Mother Mary Baptist demonstrates 
the clappers used to wake the nuns 
each day.

The sisters’ rooms are called cells. The 
beds consist of a slab of wood with a 
simple straw mattress. A cross hangs in 
each cell at the monastery. The crosses 
don’t contain the body of Jesus (the 
“corpus”) to remind the sisters that 
they should sacrifi ce their own lives to 
God just as Christ did.

(From left) Sister Mary John, Sister Mary Angela, Fr. Leonard 
Eckroth, Bishop David Kagan, Mother Mary Baptist, Sister 
Raphael Mary, Sister Mary Joseph

Individuals are welcome to write to the 
Carmelite sisters. Letters should be mailed to: 

Carmel of the Holy Face of Jesus Monastery
2051 91st St. SE
Hague, ND 58542

The sisters’ daily schedule includes prayer, Mass, 
manual labor, spiritual reading and recreation.
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Formed after the 
heart of Christ

Continued from Page 1

Christ,” Maus said. “It is a unique 
and positive fraternity through 
experience, making us close.”

Maus is both ready and excited 
to become an ordained priest. He 
says he is most looking forward 
to bringing people to Christ, and 
Christ to people.

“It has been a great ride. The 
seven years spent in the seminary 
have been a tremendous blessing,” 
Maus said. “The formation and 
education has been top notch and 
will serve me well in the future.”

Maus’s fi rst Mass as an 
ordained priest will be in his 
hometown.

“This means a great deal to 
me. Not only because everyone at 
home has been so supportive, but 
also because each of the people 
I know, in their own way, have 
helped form me as a man and 
have aided my formation to the 
sacred priesthood,” Maus said. “I 
also have a great devotion to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, who is the 
patron saint of my home church 
in Golva. I attribute this call to 
the priesthood and the generous 
outpouring of God’s love upon 
myself and home community to 
her intercession.”

Priesthood wasn’t his original 
plan, but Maus is ready for the 
unknown. He knows God will lead 
him in the right direction as He 
always has.

“I have never regretted the 
decision, nor have I wanted to 
pursue anything else,” Maus said. 
“That has been a great blessing, 
to not struggle with discerning 
whether or not I was called to the 
priesthood throughout my time in 
the seminary.”

■ Maus’ ordination Mass will be 
held Thursday, June 12 at 3 p.m. 
at Cathedral of the Holy Spirit 
in Bismarck. All are welcome to 
attend.

The devil you don’t know
Fr. Louis J. Cameli, a priest of the 
Archdiocese of Chicago, presents “The 
Devil You Don’t Know: Recognizing 
and Resisting Evil in Every Day Life” on 
April 29, 2014 at the Church of St. Mary 
in Bismarck. “On a daily basis, we are 
praying [in the Our Father prayer], ‘Lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.’ Those are momentous words 
that really need to come from the 
heart,” Cameli said. He discussed what 
he calls the “four major works of the 
devil: deception, division, diversion and 
discouragement.” He also off ered private presentations for the priests and deacons 
of the diocese at the 2014 Spring Clergy Conference April 28-May 1 in Bismarck. 
An audio recording of his public presentation is available at bismarckdiocese.com. 
(Photos by Deacon Joe Krupinsky)

Obituary
Father Francis
dos Remedios

Father Francis (Cloud) dos 
Remedios, OSB, 85, died April 29, 
2014, in the Richardton Health 
Center, Richardton, N.D.  

Fr. Francis was 
born in Mumbai 
(Bombay), India, 
on October 10, 
1928, to Lazarus 
and Agnes Rose 
(Gonsalves) 
dos Remedios, 
the third of 
fi ve children 
and the only 
son. He received his early 
education in Mumbai. While still 
in Mumbai, Fr. Francis earned a 
BA in economics, a BA in English 
jurisprudence and a MA in Ancient 

Indian Culture. He held several 
accounting jobs after graduation.

In 1959, Fr. Francis made 
a dramatic change in his life 
by immigrating to the United 
States. He received a number 
of academic degrees and was 
employed by a barge freighting 
company in Nenana, Alaska 
as chief accountant for 15 
years. Winters were spent in 
Seattle, Wash. He did well 
economically and traveled all over 
the world.

In 1976, Fr. Francis began 
to respond to a call to religious 
life. For two years he was a 
member of the Carmelite Brothers 
of the Holy Eucharist, Fort Wayne, 
Ind. He later decided to join the 
Benedictines at St. Mark’s Priory, 
South Union, Ky. He entered the 
novitiate in 1978 and professed his 
vows in 1979. Fr. Francis attended 
the seminary at St. Mark’s and 

was ordained to the priesthood on 
December 8, 1982.  

As St. Mark’s Priory began 
closure proceedings in the mid-
1980s, Fr. Francis arrived at 
Assumption Abbey along with two 
of his confreres from St. Mark’s 
in 1988. Fr. Francis began doing 
pastoral work in the Diocese 
of Bismarck by accepting short 
appointments as administrator 
to various parishes—Regent, 
Glenburn, Lansford, Flasher, 
Carson, Raleigh, Stanley, Powers 
Lake and Max. He was named 
pastor of the Church of St. Ann in 
Hebron, including its mission of 
St. Clement, Haymarsh, in 1995, a 
position he held until he retired to 
the Abbey in 2003.

Fr. Francis was a peaceful and 
devout man. He was faithful to 
his vocation and work. The good 
environment of his family home is 
something he was proud of. 

Fr. Francis dos Remedios

  
 

The following appointments, with the 
permission of Bishop David D. Kagan, D.D., 
P.A., J.C.L., are eff ective July 1, 2014.

Rev. Mr. Adam Maus

• Currently a 
seminarian for the 
Diocese of Bismarck
• Will be parochial vicar 
for the Church of St. 
Leo the Great (Minot) 
and part-time religion 
instructor for Bishop 
Ryan High School 
(Minot)

The Rev. Johnson 

Kuriappilly

• Until now has been 
the pastor of the 
Church of Christ the 
King (Mandan)
• Will begin a planned 
sabbatical, after 
which he will pursue 
advanced studies

The Rev. Nick L. 

Schneider

• Currently parochial 
vicar at Cathedral 
of the Holy Spirit 
(Bismarck) and 
director of the offi  ce 
of divine worship 
for the Diocese of 
Bismarck
• Will also be parochial 
administrator for the Church of Christ the 
King (Mandan)

CLERGY 
APPOINTMENTS 

Bishop of Bismarck

David D. Kagan,

D.D., P.A., J.C.L.

Rev. Johnson 
Kuriappilly

Rev. Mr.
Adam Maus

Rev. Nick
Schneider

Law enforcement honored
The third annual Blue Mass was held May 13 at Cathedral of the Holy Spirit 
in Bismarck. The event, which honors all active, retired and deceased law 
enforcement offi  cers, fi refi ghters and emergency medical personnel, included 
the reading of the names of the fallen, presentation of the colors by the N.D. 
Peace Offi  cers Association Honor Guard, and the playing of taps. The liturgy 
derives its name from the color of the uniforms worn by law enforcement 
personnel and other emergency responders across the country. (Photos by 
Matthew Kurtz)

Ordination 
class of 2014 

by the
numbers

Median age of new 
priests

Age at which 
most ordinands 
report having fi rst 
considered a vocation 
to the priesthood

Percent of new priests 
who completed 
college before 
entering the seminary

Ordinands who 
report they regularly 
prayed the rosary 
and participated in 
eucharistic adoration 
before entering the 
seminary

32
17

7out 

of 10

54
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By Barbara Stuart

“Dads, it’s your responsibility.” 
Michael Bichler felt as if Monsignor 

Tom Richter was looking directly at him. 
“It was the fi rst time it really hit me 

that I’ve been a ‘loser’ up until now.”
Sitting in the pews of St. Anne’s 

Church in Bismarck a few years ago, 
Mike knew, as he listened to the homily, 
that this was a turning point in his life 
as a father. He wanted his four children, 
now ranging from ages four to 15, to 
experience holiness.  

“We need to lead,” Mike now 
acknowledges. “We need to lead our 
family to Christ. St. Joseph should be 
our model – the kind of humility he had, 
he was always in the background. He 
knew his role and accepted it.” 

Monsignor Richter speaks often on 
what it means to be a father: “It would 
be easy to say, ‘I’m not holy enough, 
I’m not spiritual enough, I don’t pray 
enough to do this,’” he said, speaking 
from his experience as a pastor and, 
consequently, a spiritual father to 
hundreds. He often advises men to look 
to St. Joseph as a model of true, virtuous 
fatherhood.

“Dads could say, ‘I’m not qualifi ed to 
lead this family to God.’ But the truth is 
we have no business asking the question 
‘Am I qualifi ed to do this?’ or ‘Do I have 
what it takes to be a Joseph?’” Richter 
said. After all, when stacked up against 
his wife (the Virgin Mary, who was 
conceived without original sin) and his 
son (who was literally God in the fl esh), 
St. Joseph was easily the least holy 
person in his household. Yet, God chose 
him.

In fact, God chooses each man to be 
a father—with a clear mission: to be a 
spiritual leader of a family.  

But what does it take to do this? For 
Mike, the fi rst step in the road to 
becoming a stronger 
leader for his family 
was to change his 
prayer life. “I didn’t 
know how to pray…
other than Hail 
Mary’s 

and Our Father’s. I mean really having a 
conversation with God.” 

His primary inspiration to go deeper 
into his prayer life was close to home: 
“The most important thing for me was 
seeing my wife, Nicole, pray. Her prayer 
life was intense and she prayed often. 
The kids noticed,” he said. 

Seeing the effect his wife’s spirituality 
had on the family made Mike want 
to lead and do the same. “Women 
‘lead’ or help their husbands be a 
leader by offering the opportunity 
to lead. Husbands have to take that 
opportunity. It was Nicole’s nice, gentle 
encouragement that made it work.” 

Mike and Nicole made it a priority 
in their own lives to seek out the 
sacraments in Sunday Mass, confession 
and eucharistic adoration. These fueled 
their desire to pray as a family. Mike 
would often lead the rosary with the kids 
participating. “They’d get to each lead a 
decade, and they loved it.” 

Prayer became a part of who they 
were as a family. “Even when I was 
away, I’d call home in the evening and 
Nicole would put me on speaker phone 
so we could pray as a family. As dads, 
our kids need to see us pray.” 

His wife’s infl uence was paramount, 
but Mike also sought to surround 
himself with other good men he 
admired. He joined a book study led 
by Monsignor Richter that included 
men from the parishes around town. 
He sought the advice and example of 
the men in it to teach him more about 
prayer. “I was the youngest guy there. 
I’d see the struggle of these other men 
that I knew and looked up to. Visiting 
with these men and being around them, 
and around my good friends who were 
young dads too, inspired me. I was 
inspired by their prayer lives.” 

Mike acknowledged one of his 
greatest struggles is worrying how to 
provide for his family. 

“What clouds my 
mind the 

most is dollar signs. Questions like, 
‘How am I going to make this work?’” 
He admitted that these thoughts 
distracted him from being open to 
accepting new life or being open to his 
wife staying home with the kids. It took 
prayer and radical trust in God to face 
these struggles, he said. 

By getting out of his own way, he 
turned to God and trusted He would 
take care of it. Because of that, Mike 
could spend more time focusing on how 
he could be a dad. “I can’t be a dad when 
all I’m consumed with is supporting a 
family.”  

He knew he wasn’t alone in this 
specifi c anxiety. “There was a common 
thread among all of us. You have to 
recognize that you have to turn to God, 
you can’t do it on your own. You have to 
let your Father worry about it.” 

Mike found relief when he trusted in 
God, as a child would trust his father. 
It was then that God provided the love 
Mike needed to make it work. Even 
more than that, God brought him 
deeper into his own spiritual life. After 
trusting God and making changes which 
included selling the family home they 
had built, Nicole could stay home with 
their boys in their new home. Mike 
had more time in the mornings, and 
was challenged by a friend to begin 
attending daily Mass. 

“It’s been huge…for me and for my 
family. It makes getting through the 
day easier because the focus is on Jesus 
Christ from the start. My wife tells me 
I’m a different person when I make it to 
daily Mass.”

Staying close to the sacraments, 
taking the opportunities to lead and 
trusting in God have all helped Mike 
become a strong spiritual leader. 

“My dad was a great example for me. 
He was the center of the family when it 
came to faith. But I want to do a better 
job. And I want my sons to do an even 
better job than me. We can always get 
better, right?”

Being a “Joseph”
After worrying to provide, father fi nds renewed trust in God

HAPPY
FATHER’S 

DAY
�

June 15, 2014
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By Kelli R. Schneider

Whether it’s a pilgrimage 
to Rome, a service trip to the 
Catholic Indian Mission in Fort 
Yates, or a trip to Fargo to pray 
at the state’s only abortion clinic, 
students at each of the Bismarck 
Diocese’s three Catholic high 
schools encounter many activities 
that encourage them to grow in 
virtue and holiness and serve 
others.

Yet there’s another way 
seniors in high school have the 
opportunity to give of themselves 
in service to their school and to the 
world around them: the assistant 
chaplains program. 

Founded by Monsignor James 
Shea when he was the chaplain 
at St. Mary’s Central High School 
in the early 2000’s, the assistant 
chaplains program gives seniors 
the chance to work closely with the 
high school chaplain in forming 
a culture of faith within the high 
school. 

“This includes things like 
setting up for school liturgies, 
helping with Catholic Schools’ 
Week, bringing in speakers for the 
ROCK (Reaching Out for Christ’s 
Kingdom) events, leading daily 
prayer for the school and the 
work of a sacristan,” explained Fr. 
Jadyn Nelson, current chaplain at 
Bishop Ryan Catholic School.  

Fr. Jared Johnson and Fr. 
Kregg Hochhalter, chaplains and 
instructors at St. Mary’s Central 
High School (SMCHS) 
and Trinity High School, 
respectively, and Nelson 
all agreed, 

however, that being an assistant 
chaplain goes deeper. 

“Through active apostolic 
works, including liturgical and 
sacramental formation, human 
formation, and a stronger call to 
witness in the walls of their high 
school, the assistant chaplain is 
awakened with a deeper sense 
of living the Catholic faith,” said 
Hochhalter. 

“As an assistant chaplain grows 
in their own relationship with 
Christ, they also grow in their 
desire to share the Gospel with 
others,” explained Johnson. “Of 
course, this is our hope for all 
of the students in our Catholic 
schools. But the assistant 
chaplains program provides a 
unique and tangible opportunity 
for them to grow in virtue and 
holiness.”

All the priest chaplains echo 
that the assistant chaplain is, 
fi rst and foremost, a witness 
to the Gospel, allowing the 
entire school—its students, 
administration, faculty and staff—
to see what it means to live an 
authentic Catholic way of life. 

“The whole year really taught 
me the importance of having a 
willingness to give of time and 
to celebrate the Catholic faith 
we have been given. It is such a 
gift!” said Kayla Miller, a 2014 
graduate of SMCHS who, as an 
assistant chaplain the past school 
year, helped plan a Catholic 
Schools Week lineup of events that 
included opportunities for prayer, 
discussions about the faith, and an 
infl atable obstacle course. 

Briana Dolechek, a 2014 
graduate of Trinity High School 
and a 2013-14 assistant chaplain 
added, “We had the opportunity 

to give a retreat with Fr. 
Hochhalter to the junior 

high students at Trinity 
and that was a great 
experience for all of us 
in leading by example 

and encouraging 
younger students 
to stay strong 
in their faith 
through high 
school. In 
encouraging 

others in their 

faith, I grew in my own love of the 
Catholic faith.”

Bishop Ryan High School 2014 
graduate and assistant chaplain 
Hannah Thom spoke of her 
experience in the program as one 
of spiritual growth. 

“Looking back on this year, I 
have developed a deep desire to 
continue to grow in the faith and 
to express the faith everyday,” she 
said. “To be close to Jesus in the 
Blessed Sacrament on a regular 
basis as an assistant chaplain 
really instilled in me a deep 
reverence for the real presence 
[of Jesus in the Eucharist] and a 
desire to keep learning about the 
Catholic faith.” 

In addition to the spiritual 
fruits, the assistant chaplains 
program provides students with 
valuable tools moving forward 
after high 
school. 
Grant 
Dvorak, 
a recent 
graduate of 
SMCHS and 
an assistant 
chaplain, 
spoke of the 
leadership 
qualities he 
garnered 
amidst the 
spiritual growth. 

“The whole experience of 
planning a full year’s worth of 
events and taking ownership in 
them has really been invaluable 
to me,” Dvorak said. “As assistant 
chaplains, we needed to learn 
how to balance the duties we 
were given with the school and 
co-curricular work load we each 
carried and that became a great 
lesson in self-discipline.” 

St. John Paul II, at one of his 
addresses at World Youth Day in 
2002 said, “Dear young people, 
let yourselves be taken over by the 
light of Christ, and spread that 
light wherever you are.” Truly, our 
Catholic high schools are forming 
the next generation of leaders in 
the Catholic faith—leaders who 
have been captivated by the light 
of Christ and who will be a light 
to the world in whatever vocation 
God calls them.

Taking

(From left) Ryan Martire, Hunter Volk and Benjamin Mahrer in Whitefi sh, Montana on the 
SMCHS assistant chaplains ski trip (Submitted photos)

ownership

SMCHS assistant chaplains (from left) Ben Weisbeck, Jacob Brucker and Dan Neff  enjoy 
“Western Day” during Catholic Schools Week, an event they helped plan and coordinate.

(From left) Fr. Jadyn Nelson visits with Bishop Ryan assistant chaplains 
Isaac Massey, Alex Smith, McKenzie Ebert, Brittany Heidrich and Anika 
Rovig during one of this year’s ROCK events, which the assistant 
chaplains organize.

Assistant chaplains program helps students shape

the culture of their Catholic high school

Briana Dolechek
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Pizza party with Bishop Zipfel
Residents of St. Joseph’s Residence Hall at the University of Mary, including Bismarck Diocese Director of Vocations Fr. Josh Waltz, visited 
Bishop Emeritus Paul Zipfel April 24 for a pizza party. St. Joe’s is a men’s residence hall on the U-Mary campus for men desiring to grow in 
faith, character and holiness. Zipfel lived in the residence hall from August 2011 until this past spring, when he moved into an apartment 
at Emmaus Place in Bismarck, the diocese’s residence for retired priests. (Submitted photo)

BOWMAN – Senior and junior  
high school volunteers at the 
Church of St. Charles in Bowman 
hosted an evening of fi ne food and 
entertainment for the widows of 
the parish.  

The 23 widows who attended 
were provided with transportation 
to the event (if needed) and 
escorted by young men in suits as 
they were handed a carnation and 
led to their table. Escorts included 
Tanner Fischer, Levi Holzer and 
Kadyn Limesand. Ann-Marie 
Grob, Kaitlyn Dix and Kendra 

Wokal served the tables, while a 
fabulous meal of salad, asparagus, 
chicken and dessert was prepared 
by the chef, Greg Wolf and his 
wife, Janie. 

Wokal provided entertainment 
and, to end the evening, the 
widows were invited to share “wise 
words of wisdom” with the youth. 
Many of the women spoke up and 
one woman said, “Ever since my 
husband died it is hard to eat by 
myself, so whenever I have a meal, 
I set another plate and that plate is 
for Jesus.”   

Lennie Fischer and his son 
Tanner delivered carnations to 
some of the women who couldn’t 
attend the event as a reminder 
that the parish is thinking of and 
praying for them. 

This year marked the second 
time the event has been held 
and proved to be uplifting for all 
involved.

“My escort even pulled my chair 
out for me! I haven’t been treated 
like this for so long, it almost 
made me giggle,” one widow 
commented.  

“When I was telling everyone 
goodbye, one of the ladies said, 
‘Can you stop and visit me again?’” 
said Barbi Narum, who serves as 
coordinator of religious education 
at St. Charles and helped organize 
the event. “In my heart I know 
what these ladies really need is a 
visit, a friendly knock on the door 
that says, ‘Hi, I am thinking of you 
because you are loved not only 
by God, but by the people in your 
parish and in your community.’”

High schoolers treat widows to special evening
Tanner Fischer escorts Roberta Swanke at this year’s Widow Supper at the Church of St. 
Charles in Bowman.

Levi Holzer escorts Rita Andrews (Submitted photos)

  
 

UPCOMING EVENTS
■ Mass at Lake Tschida

Beginning, Sunday, May 25, Mass 
will be off ered at Lake Tschida at 
11:45 a.m. CDT. Mass will be at a new 
location: The mass will take place at 
the information kiosk and shelter at 
north Crappie Creek. Mass will be 
held at this location from Memorial 
Day through Labor Day. For more 
information, contact the Church of 
Sacred Heart, Glen Ullin: 701-348-
3527. 

■ 2014 priestly ordination

The priestly ordination of Deacon 
Adam Maus will be held at 3 p.m. on 
Thursday, June 12 at Cathedral of the 
Holy Spirit in Bismarck. Tickets are not 
required for this year’s ordination.

■ Town & Country Celebration          

in Stanley

The 2014 Town & Country Celebration 
will be held July 13, 2014 in Stanley, 
N.D. hosted at the Nichols family 
farm along with Fr. Gary Benz and the 
parishioners of the Churches of Queen 
of the Most Holy Rosary (Stanley) and 
St. Ann (Berthold). See ad on the back 
page for more info and directions.

EVENT SUBMISSIONS
DEADLINE: The Dakota Catholic Action 
is published monthly except for July.  
Material deadline is noon the fi rst Friday 
of the month for the following months’ 
publication (ex:  fi rst Friday in January for 
the February issue of the DCA).  Recur-
ring or ongoing events must be submit-
ted each time they occur to be included.
ACCEPTED MATERIAL:  Brief notices of 
upcoming events hosted by diocesan 
parishes and institutions.  Items are pub-
lished on a space available basis.
SUBMITTED ITEMS MUST INCLUDE:
For consideration each event must be 
listed individually and include:
• Time and date of event
• Full event description including related 

times
• Complete address of event venue 
• Contact information of individual 

responsible for submitted material
E-MAIL: mkurtz@bismarckdiocese.com
MAIL:  DCA Calendar, PO Box 1137, 
 Bismarck, ND 58502-1137
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Popes John XXIII and John Paul II
canonized in Rome

By Jordan Dosch
The historic canonization 

on April 27 in Rome was 
unique for a couple of 
reasons. The fi rst was that 
it involved four popes: Pope 
St. John Paul II and Pope 
St. John XXIII (who were 
canonized)—not to mention 
Pope Emeritus 
Benedict XVI and 
Pope Francis!

The second very 
unique aspect was 
that the two men 
being canonized 
were very close to 
our generation. It 
is very rare that 
one will see an 
individual from his 
own time be declared a saint, 
and on this day it happened 
twice. 

In the days leading up to 
the canonization, it was easy 
to be carried away with the 
excitement and the intensity 
one could feel building in 
the streets of Rome. For 
example, one week before 
the canonization, I was in 
St. Peter’s square for Easter 
Sunday Mass with Pope 
Francis. On that day there 
were 150,000 people in 
the square, and it looked 
packed. On the day of the 
canonization, there were close 
to a million people! 

According to the Vatican, 
there were around 150 
cardinals, 1,000 bishops 
and 6,000 priests at the 
event. Along with the 
clergy, there were 93 offi cial 

delegations from various 
countries and 24 heads of 
state. Representatives from 
other major religions also 
attended; many Orthodox, 
Anglican, Jewish and 
Muslim offi cials. Seeing the 
hundreds of thousands of 
pilgrims that traveled great 

distances to come 
for the canonization 
was truly inspiring. 
The Church is alive, 
active and growing, 
and ceremonies like 
this stand as a good 
reminder for all of us. 

On the day of the 
canonization, there 
was ecstatic energy in 
the air. The pilgrims 

were ready for this day, and 
they were excited. Some of 
them spent the last couple 
nights sleeping on the streets, 
and most of them stayed 
awake all night waiting in 
line for over twelve hours. 
They were going to do 
whatever it took in order to 
share in the great joy of this 
celebration. The climax of the 
canonization came when Pope 
Francis read the proclamation 
of sainthood, which offi cially 
declares the two former popes 
as saints. Let me repeat it 
for you, the words are very 
beautiful: 

“For the honor of 
the Blessed Trinity, the 
exaltation of the Catholic 
faith and the increase of 
the Christian life, by the 
authority of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and of the holy 

Apostles Peter and Paul, 
and our own, after due 
deliberation and frequent 
prayer for divine assistance, 
and having sought the 
counsel of many of our 
brother bishops, we declare 
and defi ne Blessed John 
XXIII and John Paul II be 
saints and we enroll them 
among the saints, decreeing 
that they are to be venerated 
as such by the whole church. 
In the name of the Holy 
Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit.” 

At the end of this 
declaration, the crowds 
roared with applause. There 
was so much excitement and 
emotion among the people 
they could hardly contain 
themselves… and why not? 
It is only appropriate that 
we are excited about this, 
because we know that these 
great popes are now in 
heaven watching over us. 

As suggested by Pope 
Francis, may we “turn in 
prayer to the Virgin Mary, 
who St. John XXIII and St. 
John Paul II had loved as her 
true sons.” And through their 
example, may the Church 
always spread the Good News 
of the Gospel and never be 
afraid to be strong witnesses 
to the love and mercy that 
comes from our Lord Jesus 
Christ.
■  Dosch, a seminarian from 
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit in 
Bismarck, will begin his second year 
of theological studies this fall at the 
Ponti� cal North American College in 
Rome.

Jordan Dosch: Pope St. 
John Paul II is the man of 
the century, and that is no 
small title. Even though I 
was only alive for the end of 
his pontifi cate, he has still 
had a tremendous impact on 
my life. His words “Be not 
afraid!” still echo in homilies 
and Catholic conversations 
around the world. He showed 
us love, gave us hope, and 
taught us how to be not 
afraid, because whatever we 
give unto God, we know that 
He will return a hundredfold 
(Mark 10:28-31). Every 
time I go down to St. Peter’s 
Basilica, there is almost 
always someone crying in 
front of his tomb. What he 
meant for so many people 
is inexpressible in words. I 
believe the greatest credit 
to his name can be seen in 
nothing other than the fact 
that it took only nine years for 
him to be canonized. 

Fr. Joshua Waltz: To meet 
a saint is more common than 
people think. Most of the 
saints we meet in our lives are 
not canonized by the Church. 
They are men and women 
among us who seem to be 
living in this world as pilgrims 
passing through. They are 
joyful people without a care 
in the world but concerned 
about all, and when you 
meet one you know it. There 
is something that seems to 
radiate from them: a light, a 
love that is so powerful that 
it moves a person to desire to 
be great, to change their life, 

to live for something greater 
than their own pursuits and 
desires.

This is what happened to 
me the fi rst time I met St. 
John Paul II. As I knelt and 
kissed his ring, something 
seemed to fl ow through me, 
a new type of life that I had 
never felt before. His piercing 
look penetrated deep into 
my teenage heart and it was 
almost as if he was saying to 
me, “Do not be afraid to do 
something great for Jesus!” 
This was the beginning of 
my conversion that would 
eventually lead me to become 
a Catholic priest.

He was a gentle soul and 
small in stature, but he had 
the heart of lion and his 
presence in a room was one of 
power—not a power that you 

were afraid of, but a power 
that made you feel safe and 
protected. This was a man 
not out for his own glory but 
for the salvation of souls! 
When you spoke to him, you 
felt like you were speaking to 
a loving grandfather and for 
that short moment you were 
his grandson! As a columnist 
once wrote about him upon 
his election, “This is not a 
pope from Poland, this is a 
pope from Galilee.” He truly 
was another Christ for this 
world and that is what made 
him so powerful.

We priests who were raised 
by him and formed under his 
watchful care often proudly 
refer to ourselves as “John 
Paul’s soldiers.” I only hope 
that we can live up to that title 
by living and dying as he did.

Excitement in the streets of Rome
Bismarck seminarian witnesses historic canonization fi rsthand

TWO NEW SAINTS

By Fr. Joshua Ehli
The days surrounding the canonization of 

Saints Pope John XXIII and Pope John Paul II 
brought an estimated 1.5 million people to 
the Eternal City. However, the numbers do 
not adequately represent the tangible joy that 
was felt throughout the city, as the hearts of 
the faithful here seemed to overfl ow with joy. 

It was a very different experience than 
when hundreds of thousands descend 
upon the city during high tourist season. 
We all were part of one singular event: 
a canonization that, at its core, is an 
expression of deep gratitude to God for the 
gift of His Church and her holy ones. 

I had the pleasure of being stopped 
numerous times during those holy days by 
people who just wanted to talk about their 
faith in addition to their love of the popes. 
So, when the time came for the canonization, 
I found myself in a beautiful place of peace, 
my heart having been well prepared by the 
witness of the many faithful who fi lled Rome’s 
streets. It was no surprise that the Mass itself 
brought much excitement as the names of the 
newly canonized were read for the fi rst time. 

I was deeply privileged to be able to 
distribute Holy Communion and, to my 
delight, the usher assisting the priests led 
me to the section where the sick and infi rm 
had gathered. I could not help but see St. 
John Paul II smiling from heaven upon those 
beautiful suffering souls who daily live the 
Gospel of Life St. John Paul II so ardently 
preached as they received Our Lord through 
my hands. Additionally, I could not help but 
see his intercession in holding off the rains 
that were expected all day (80 percent 
chance), which only came after the square 
had been emptied. 

Thank you, Saints John XXIII and John Paul 
II for your witness to God’s Love. Thank you, 
Heavenly Father for such inspiring witnesses. 
May we all daily pray to receive the grace 
God has already prepared for us, an 
abundance of grace so powerful that it will 
make us saints as well, for that is His Divine 
Will for us!

■ Ehli is currently studying to receive a 
degree in canon law from the Pontifi cal 
University of St. Thomas in Rome.

“Be not afraid!”
Refl ections on St. John Paul II

Jordan Dosch

(From left) Frs. Robert Shea, Joshua Ehli and Austin Vetter pose at the
canonization Mass of Popes John XXIII and John Paul II.

Fr. Joshua Waltz, now director of vocations for the Bismarck Diocese, meets 
St. John Paul II as an 18-year-old  in 1998.

A front row seat
Three Bismarck Diocese priests distribute Holy Communion at canonization Mass
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Father John O’Leary

Monsignor James Braaten

Father Dennis Schafer

The Diocese of Bismarck offers sincere thanks and
congratulations to those celebrating signifi cant

anniversaries of their faithful ministry

Father Phillip Brown

Father David Morman

Monsignor Joseph Senger

Gratitude for faithful serviceGratitude for faithful service

Monsignor James Braaten
25 years
■ Church of the Ascension, Bismarck

Born in Valdosta, Ga., Msgr. Braaten attend-
ed Bishop Ryan High School (Minot) and the 

University of North 
Dakota (Grand Forks) 
before entering semi-
nary in 1984. He was 
ordained a priest for 
the Bismarck Diocese 
by Bishop John Kin-
ney in 1989. Braaten 
served two 10-year pe-
riods at the Churches 
of St. Jerome (Mohall, 
1991-2001) and St. 
Wenceslaus (Dickin-
son, 2001-2011) before 

his current assignment as pastor at the Church 
of the Ascension (Bismarck). He has also 
served as vicar for presbyters in the Bismarck 
Diocese since 2011 and was given the honorary 
title of Monsignor (Chaplain of His Holiness) 
by Pope Benedict XVI in 2012.

“It has been, and continues to be for me, a 
marvelous joy and privilege to serve the people 
of God. How quickly these past 25 years have 
gone. Amidst the tears shed, the crosses car-
ried, and the sacrifi ces made as a priest, God 
has offered me many blessings, for which I am 
most grateful. I have witnessed fi rst-hand the 
God of faithfulness and surprises. Continue 
to remember me in your prayers. Blessings to 
you!”

Fr. Phillip Brown
25 years
■ Catholic University of America
Theological College, Washington, D.C.

Fr. Brown, a member of the Society of St. 
Sulpice, was born and raised in Bismarck and 
served as both a parochial vicar and pastor of 

several parishes fol-
lowing his ordination 
in 1989 and before 
being released for 
work at St. Mary’s 
Seminary in Baltimore 
in 2001. He is both a 
civil and canon law-
yer—he practiced law 
in Bismarck for six 
years before entering 
seminary—and was 
appointed rector of 
Theological College, 

the national seminary of Catholic University of 
America, in 2011.

“Twenty fi ve years of priesthood have shown 
me how much people need priests: to educate 
them in the faith, certainly, but not to tell them 
what to do; to walk with them, rather; to pro-
vide the sacraments for them; to celebrate the 
important moments of their lives with them; 
to grieve their losses with them; to share their 
sorrows; to rejoice with them, to give them 

hope, to assure them of God’s love. It all began 
for me as a pastor and high school chaplain in 
the Diocese of Bismarck, where I learned what 
it means to be a priest, and I will be forever 
grateful for all that I have been able to bring 
with me from my days there.”
 

Fr. David Morman
25 years
■ Churches of St. Charles (Bowman), St. Mel (Rhame),   
St. Mary (Marmarth)

Fr. Morman was born in Honolulu, Hawaii, yet 
considers the Church of Sacred Heart in Glen 

Ullin his home par-
ish. After his ordina-
tion to the priesthood 
in 1989, he served 
as parochial vicar 
at several parishes 
before being named 
pastor of the Church 
of St. John the Baptist 
(Beach) in 1995. From 
1995-2002, he also 
served as chaplain at 
Home on the Range in 
Sentinel Butte. He has 

been pastor of the Church of St. Charles (Bow-
man) since 2004.

“Service as a priest in the Diocese of Bis-
marck has been a privilege because of the good-
ness, faith, and love of the people. As a pastor, 
I am among the people, sometimes leading, 
sometimes in the middle giving encouragement 
and consolation, and sometimes at the rear and 
off to the sides seeking to gather people to keep 
them close to the parish. Despite my own fl aws 
and failings, my own weaknesses and limita-
tions, I stand with the people, leading them 
on the pilgrim journey through this life to the 
destiny given us in baptism.”

Fr. Dennis R. Schafer
25 years
■ Churches of St. Lawrence (Flasher), 
St. Theresa (Carson), St. Gertrude (Raleigh)

Fr. Dennis Schafer was ordained a priest in 
1989 by Bishop John 
Kinney and has ren-
dered his service in all 
corners of the Dio-
cese of Bismarck. He 
spent eight years as 
pastor of the Church 
of St. Vincent (Mott) 
from 1990-1998 and 
worked as director of 
the offi ce of vocations 
for the diocese from 
2000-2002. He was 
chaplain of Trinity 

High School (Dickinson) from 2006-2008 and 
has also led the parishes of St. Joseph (Dickin-
son), St. Anthony (St. Anthony) and St. Jo-
seph (Williston). He is currently pastor of the 
Church of St. Lawrence (Flasher), a position he 
has held since 2012.

“God has been very generous with His love 
and mercy. To have the privilege of sharing so 
intimately in the lives of His people has been 
a blessing and a very humbling experience. 
Ministry has been an on-going opportunity to 

recognize the presence of God and to grow in 
faith. He has used me in ways I would never 
have imagined and perhaps not even attempt-
ed. But through it all, God has provided abun-
dantly. There are some golden moments and 
some times of struggle, but He is consistent in 
His love and growth happens when we least 
expect it.”

Fr. John O’Leary
60 years
■ Retired, Bismarck

Bishop Lambert Hoch ordained Fr. O’Leary 
a priest in 1954. He spent his fi rst three 
years of priesthood at the Church of St. Mary 
(New England) and worked at many parishes 

throughout his years 
of service, including: 
Sts. Peter and Paul 
(Amidon), St. Patrick 
(Dickinson), St. Mary 
(Foxholm) and St. An-
thony (New Town). He 
also served as chaplain 
of Trinity High School 
from 1978-1987. He 
retired in July 1998 
and now resides at 
Emmaus Place in 

Bismarck.
“Looking back on these 60 years of priestly 

ministry, I am fi lled with gratitude toward God 
for his love, care and blessings. I am amazed; 
the time has gone by so fast. I never thought I 
would experience this many years serving as an 
instrument of the Lord.”

Monsignor Joseph Senger
60 years
■ Retired, Minot

Msgr. Senger is a priest of the Diocese of 
Fargo who now resides in the Bismarck Dio-
cese—in Minot. He grew up 100 miles east of 
Minot and served as pastor of the Church of 

St. Cecilia (Velva) 
from 1985-2000. (The 
Bismarck Diocese 
and its priests have, 
at times, served St. 
Cecilia because of 
its proximity to the 
diocese). He was given 
the title of Monsignor 
(Prelate of Honor to 
His Holiness) in 1999 
and retired from ac-
tive ministry in 2000. 
Desiring to be near 

family and friends, he made his retirement 
home in Minot, where he currently lives. 

“I fi nd it exciting to be a priest in our cur-
rent age—I wish I were a newly ordained priest 
today! I enjoyed the pastoral work, the people, 
Marriage Encounter, Search, Cursillo and par-
ish work. I am fi lled with gratitude and hope-
fulness for the future of the Church.”

Editor’s note: Benedictine priests and sis-
ters who are celebrating anniversaries of their 
ministry will be recognized in the August issue 
of the DCA.
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The Expansion Fund of the Diocese 
of Bismarck is a nonprofi t organization 
that provides a centralized depository 
and lending program for the benefi t of 
the parishes and related entities of the 
Diocese of Bismarck. The Expansion Fund is 
separately incorporated under the laws of 
the state of North Dakota.  

Under diocesan policy, the parishes are 
required to deposit all funds in excess of 
normal operating needs in the fund. The 
fund provides an instrument for the excess 
parish funds to be pooled and safely and 
professionally invested while aff ording the 
resources for loans to parishes for capital 
projects at competitive rates and terms. 
The fund provides several options for the 
parishes’ investment in fi xed term CD’s along 

with 
an 
option 
to redirect 
the funds back 
to the respective 
parishes’ community 
fi nancial institutions.

The following annual report provides 
a glimpse of ways the Expansion Fund 
continues to benefi t parishes in the Diocese 
of Bismarck.

Statements of fi nancial position

and activities

As of June 30, 2013, the Expansion Fund 
had net assets of $850,229, which was an 
increase of $12,985 from the same period 

ended 
the 

previous 
year. The 

slight increase 
is attributable to 

increased investments 
off set by increased notes payable and 

decreased notes receivable.
• Increased investments – Since the 

deposits made by the parishes represent 
parish excess operating funds, the security 
of the principal is critical; therefore, funds 
are primarily invested in fi xed securities. 
Investments are reported at the market 
value at the date of the fi nancial statements. 
Approximately $718,000 of the deposits 
represent parish redirected CD’s to local 

fi nancial institutions.
• Increased notes payable – Notes 

payable represents the amount the parishes 
have deposited with the fund. The increase 
of $1.9 million is attributable to additional 
deposits made by the parishes.

• Decreased notes receivable – Notes 
receivable represents the amounts loaned 
to the parishes for capital improvements. 
Five loans were outstanding at the 
beginning of the fi scal year with a balance of 
approximately $2.3 million. At the end of the 
fi scal year, two of those loans were paid in 
full, leaving a balance of $1.5 million on the 
remaining three loans. As of June 30, 2013, 
three additional loan requests totaling $1.6 
million had been approved by the board, 
however, they had not yet been funded.

Expansion Fund

Board of Directors
The Expansion Fund board members serve in 
their respective areas of expertise to assist the 
diocese in providing a valuable service to the 
parishes of western North Dakota. They are 
committed to the fi nancial benefi t of each parish 
and institution in the Bismarck Diocese.

• Most Rev. David Kagan, D.D., P.A., 
J.C.L. (diocesan bishop), president

• Rev. Msgr. Gene Lindemann, J.C.L. (diocesan 
vicar general), vice president

• Dale Eberle (diocesan chancellor), secretary
• Laura Huber, CPA (diocesan fi nance offi  cer), 

treasurer
• Tim Hennessy (regional president, U.S. Bank)
• Peter G. Jahner (president, Kirkwood Bank and 

Trust)
• Deacon James J. Wosepka, CPA (James J. 

Wosepka, P.C.)
• Molly M. M. Barnes (vice president/equipment 

manager, Northern Improvement Co.)
• Belinda Vollmer (offi  ce manager, Preferred 

Restaurant Group, Inc.)
• Gail Rowan (recording secretary)

Other recent projects assisted 

by Expansion Fund loans

• Church of St. Joseph (Dickinson) - Pine 
Room Parish Hall*

• Church of St. Patrick (Dickinson) - Garvin 
Parish Hall*

• Church of St. Joseph (Killdeer) - Gathering 
Space addition

• Church of St. Leo (Minot) - Exterior 
renovation

* These spaces are now providing temporary classrooms 
for the students displaced by the Dickinson Trinity High 
School fi re.

Helping parishes

Expansion Fund serves as catalyst 

for investment, construction and 

renovation across the diocese 

St. Anthony, Mandaree
With the assistance of support from the Bismarck Diocese Expansion Fund, 
Construction is currently underway in Mandaree to build four housing units (with 10-14 
beds per unit) for the Christian Life Youth Camp held at the parish in addition to a new 
fellowship hall. This planned facility will replace their aged camp facility and provide 
the parish (and the camp) with a hall for parish and camp activities. The project is 
estimated to be complete later this year. 

“The Expansion Fund has been a tremendous blessing. We were able to receive a loan 
through the Expansion Fund at a low interest rate, which has enabled us to build a 
much-needed fellowship hall as well as new buildings for our summertime Christian 
Life Youth Camp. Without the loan through the Expansion Fund, we would have been 
unable to proceed with our plans.”

-Fr. Paul Eberle, Pastor
 Churches of St. Anthony (Mandaree) and St. Joseph (Twin Buttes)

St. Joseph, Mandan
In 2011, the Church of St. Joseph in Mandan completed a renovation of the church interior. The new space was 
designed to inspire and guide visitors and worshippers to more fully experience the Catholic faith and deepen their 
relationship with Christ. The proscenium arch inscription proclaims: “Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam,” which translates into 
“For the Greater Glory of God.” The Expansion Fund was used as a source to help complete the project.

St. John the Baptist, Beach
In 2010 the Church of St. John the Baptist broke ground on a project that now 
features a new entrance and gathering space, a new adoration chapel, and an 
enhanced sanctuary, all complete with full handicap accessibility, including new 
bathrooms. These improvements became possible with the assistance of their 
parishioners and low-cost funds from the Diocese of Bismarck Expansion Fund. 

“The use of the Expansion Fund has greatly benefi ted our parish through the 
building of our gathering space! This is a win-win for everyone; we gain interest 
on what we have invested and other parishes can use our money at a low interest 
rate for their projects. It is always our money, but we can continue to help others 
also!”
 -Wendy Ekre, Business Manager
 Church of St. John the Baptist (Beach) 

EXPANSION FUND OF THE DIOCESE OF BISMARCK
STATEMENTS OF FINANCIAL POSITION

JUNE 30, 2013 AND 2012
 2013 2012

ASSETS

Cash and cash equivalents $249,439 $248,592
Notes receivable, net of allowance for
doubtful accounts 1,544,382 2,311,846
Interest receivable 39,775 37,700
Investments 7,576,240 4,876,530
Total assets $9,409,836  $7,474,668

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

LIABILITIES
Due to related party $100,000  $100,000
Interest payable 56,316 60,969
Notes payable 8,403,291 6,476,455
Total liabilities 8,559,607 6,637,424

NET ASSETS
Unrestricted 850,229 837,244
Total liabilities and net assets $9,409,836 $7,474,668

EXPANSION FUND OF THE DIOCESE OF BISMARCK

STATEMENTS OF ACTIVITIES
FOR THE YEARS ENDED JUNE 30, 2013 AND 2012

 2013 2012

SUPPORT AND REVENUE

Investment and interest income $350,860 $303,418
Realized and unrealized gain (loss)
on investments (184,981) 24,318
Total support and revenue 165,879 327,736

EXPENSES

Interest expense 93,731 100,001
Other 59,163 56,343
Total expenses 152,894 156,344
INCREASE IN NET ASSETS 12,985 171,392
UNRESTRICTED NET ASSETS,

BEGINNING OF YEAR 837,244 665,852
UNRESTRICTED NET ASSETS,

END OF YEAR $850,229 $837,244
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BISMARCK – U.S. District 
Court Judge Daniel Hovland 
struck down North Dakota’s 
prohibition on abortions after 
the detection of a fetal heartbeat 
with an April 16 ruling.

In response, Christopher 
Dodson, executive director 
of the North Dakota Catholic 
Conference, issued the following 
statement:

“Though unfortunate, the 
ruling was expected. The 
current holdings of the U.S. 
Supreme Court make it diffi cult 
to protect human life before the 
vague and subjective “viability” 
stage. No matter what reason 
abortion advocates conjure up, 
viability, unlike a heartbeat, tells 
us nothing about the humanity 
of the unborn child and should 
not be used to determine 
whether a child can live or die.

“As frustrating as the U.S. 
Supreme Court holdings can 
be, North Dakotans should 
know that out-of-state abortion 
rights groups are trying to get 
state courts to grant a right to 
abortion that is even greater 
than the right found by the 

U.S. Supreme Court. In fact, 
they have already convinced a 
judge in Fargo to help with their 
agenda.

“The only way to stop this 
radical agenda to strike down 
North Dakota’s common sense 
laws is to pass the Human Life 
Amendment in November. The 
amendment was placed on the 
ballot by a bipartisan vote of the 
state legislature to protect our 
existing common sense laws, 
provide a foundation for future 
laws based on North Dakota 
values, and stop judges from 
fabricating an unfettered right to 
abortion.  To fi nd out more, visit 
www.ndchooselife.org.”

Editor’s note: As the DCA 
went to press, N.D. Attorney 
General Wayne Stenehjem 
announced that the state is 
appealing Hovland’s ruling. 
“It seems prudent than an 
appellate court should have 
an opportunity to consider 
the issue rather than have one 
judge overturn the judgment 
of the Legislative Assembly,” 
Stenehjem said in a statement.

Fetal heartbeat ban 
struck down

Balancing Church
& State

Beware of fear mongering
Opponents of Measure 1 are incorrect about

amendment’s eff ect on end-of-life decisions

Most families will eventually 
have to make health care decisions 
for a loved one at the end of that 
person’s life. It can be a heart-
wrenching time. The natural de-
sire to see suffering end, to attend 
to “unfi nished business,” and not 
“let go” can affect decision-mak-
ing. Emotions can cloud judgment.

For that reason, everyone can 
benefi t by becoming familiar with 
some Christian principles about 
life and dying, advance care op-
tions, and relevant factual infor-
mation.

Let’s start with some principles: 
• Human life is a precious gift 

from God. Every person has a duty 
to preserve his or her life and to 
use it for God’s glory.

• We have the right to direct our 
own care and the responsibility to 
act according to the principles of 
Catholic moral teaching.

• Suicide, euthanasia, and acts 
that would intentionally and 
directly cause death by deed or 
omission are never morally ac-
ceptable.

• A person may refuse medical 
treatment that is extraordinary 
because it offers little or no hope 
of benefi t or cannot be provided 
without undue burden, expense or 
pain.

• There should be a strong 
presumption in favor of providing 
a person with nutrition (food) and 
hydration (water), even if medi-
cally assisted.

• We have the right to comfort 
and to seek relief from pain, even 
if the method or treatment indi-
rectly and unintentionally short-
ens life.

I have recently heard people say 
that removing or refusing non-
benefi cial extraordinary care is a 

form of killing. Surprisingly, these 
people also thought that this kill-
ing was “okay” because the treat-
ment was without benefi t. This is 
very confused thinking.  Inten-
tional and direct killing is never 
morally acceptable, but the re-
moval of extraordinary treatment 
is not killing. It is letting a person 
die naturally.

In November, North Dakotans 
will have a chance to vote on the 
Human Life Amendment. The 
amendment states: “The inalien-
able right to life of every human 
being at any stage of development 
must be recognized and pro-
tected.” The amendment was put 

on the ballot by the legislature to 
make clear that the North Dakota 
Constitution does not contain an 
unfettered right to abortion.

Opponents of the measure, 
however, are claiming that the 
amendment would prevent the use 
of advance directives and the re-
moval of unnecessary burdensome 
treatments from a dying a person. 
The claim is completely false. 
For one thing, the amendment 
does not—and cannot—change 
laws about the care of persons at 
the end of life. Only the legislature 
can enact such laws. Secondly, 
these laws, like the prohibition 
against assisted suicide, prevent 
killing. Removing extraordinary 
care and the use of advance direc-
tives is not killing.

The North Dakota Catholic 
Conference strongly supports the 
Human Life Amendment and also 
encourages the use of advance 
directives, especially those that 
appoint a loved one to make deci-
sions for the patient if he or she 
cannot speak for themselves.  The 
amendment, which will be Mea-
sure 1 on the November ballot, 
does not confl ict with the use of 
advance directives.

Agents of the culture of death 
play upon the fears and emo-
tions that come with the end of 
life. First they argued that as-
sisted suicide and euthanasia were 
necessary because people could 
not guarantee that they would not 
be kept artifi cially alive against 
their wishes. But then several 
court cases, legislation, and the 
use of advance directives showed 
that the fear was unfounded. 
Then the death advocates started 
a misinformation campaign to 
convince people that, despite the 
law, advance directives and family 
instructions will not be followed. 
Now they want us to believe that 
an amendment to clarify that the 
state constitution does not give a 
right to abortion will nullify ad-
vance directives.  

One way to fi ght the fear mon-
gering is to make sure you, your 
family, and your friends discuss 
what you want done if are inca-
pacitated and facing death. Make 
use of the North Dakota Catholic 
Conference Health Care Direc-
tives. They are straightforward, 
short, and come with a guide to 
answer frequently asked questions 
about the process, the law and 
Catholic ethics.

The North Dakota Catholic 
Conference will send you as many 
copies as you’d like at no charge. 
You can also download them from 
our website: http://ndcatholic.
org/chd.

■ Dodson is executive director of the N.D. 
Catholic Conference.

CHRISTOPHER DODSON

“Agents of the culture
of death play upon

the fears and emotions 

that come with the

end of life.” 
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I was one week away from 
fi nishing up my fi rst year of college 
and I had just gotten back together 
with my boyfriend of one year. 
Then I found out I was pregnant. 
We were both scared out of our 
minds and had no idea what we 
were going to do; two nineteen 
year olds, nowhere near ready to 
become parents.

After I told both my parents 
(and they recovered from the 
shock), they, myself and my 
boyfriend began to look at our 
options.

One afternoon my mom was 
searching the internet and came 
across a place called FirstChoice 
Clinic in Bismarck. It said they 
had counselors to help and share 
information with unplanned 
pregnancies. She called and made 
an appointment with a nurse 
named Wendy. The following 
week my parents, boyfriend, 
his mom, and I all attended 
the appointment. The nurse 
brought me back fi rst by myself 
and Wendy talked to me one-
on-one. We talked about how 
I became pregnant, confi rmed 
the pregnancy, and then about 
how this little person on the way 
would change my life. She also 
discussed with me the options of 
parenting and adoption. Later 
she brought everyone else into 
the room and went through 
different information and 
learned everyone’s feelings of the 
situation. Before we all left she 
gave me a card for an adoption 
counselor at Catholic Charities in 
case we wanted to look more into 

the option of adoption.
Never did I feel judged, forced, 

or persuaded into making a 
decision I didn’t feel comfortable 
with. Wendy helped me put things 
into perspective of what was 
actually going on and who all this 
was truly about: my unborn child. 

After long months of 
deliberating, my boyfriend and I 
decided to give a very deserving 
couple the gift of our child to 
become their own. It’s now been 
six months since her birth and I 
still stay in touch with Wendy at 
First Choice. I make visits to the 
adoptive’s parent’s house as often 
as I can. Even though her birth 
father and I are no longer together 
we still stay in touch and continue 
to be a support system for one 
another. 

I never thought I’d be a mother 
at the young age of twenty and 
never once had I imagined gifting 
a child to another couple through 
adoption. Thanks to FirstChoice 
Clinic with all of their help and 
support through my unexpected 
journey, I’ve been able to look at it 
all in a positive light and continue 
down the path of accomplishing 
my goals. 

This testimony was written 
by a client at FirstChoice Clinic 
West in Bismarck, a pregnancy 
resource center that reaches 
clients with life-affi rming 
messages during unplanned 
pregnancies. The clinic also offers 
compassion and non-judgmental 
support for those who have 
experienced abortion.

19 and pregnant
An unexpected outcome to a surprise situation

ANONYMOUS

Guest Column
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Who has the authority?
As I was recently preparing a 

talk for 7-12 grade students on 
the topic of holiness and how 
each of us is called and made 
to be saints, a rage began to 
swell in my heart as I thought 
of how readily we accept 
what the world tells us about 
holiness or even moral living 
for that matter: it’s a futile and 
impossible pursuit, it’s boring, 
it’s lonely, very unattractive, 
leads to disappointment…blah, 
blah, blah.

A fi ery passion arose within 
me to want to put my boxing 
gloves on and duke it out.  I 
am sick and tired of the pop 
culture thinking they can tell us 
whether or not living according 
to the Church’s teachings is 
fulfi lling. They have absolutely 
no credibility here! 

When I was a missionary 
with the Fellowship of Catholic 
University Students (FOCUS) 
serving at a campus in South 
Dakota, one of the fi rst events 
the college freshmen were 
enthusiastically encouraged 
to go to—really, it was a 
requirement, otherwise there 
would be negative repercussions 
in their dorms—was on date 
rape. Now, I know that sounds 
like a good thing, but let me 
continue. They had the men 
and women go to separate talks. 
The women were advised to lie 
their way out of situations while 
the men were told that being 
they were college age men, they 
should face the fact that they’re 
going to have sex (outside of 
marriage) so they should at least 
get consent from the women 
they were sleeping with. 

This degrading mentality that 
spreads the message of “Oh, 
the poor babies! There’s no way 
they can be expected be pure 
and treat others with dignity 
and respect. The only solution is 
to give them more condoms and 
birth control.” I was enraged! 
How can society expect so 
little from adults?! Why is the 
culture silent when it comes 
to encouraging the pursuit of 

virtue and self-control? 
Contemporary society has no 

moral authority when speaking 
about these things for it knows 
nothing of the practicality, joy 
and freedom that come from 
living a moral life and following 
the Church’s teachings. The 
Church speaks with Christ’s 
voice in an effort to spare 
humanity from getting bruised, 
cut, broken bones or even limbs 
amputated; she lovingly tries 
to protect us as a parent guards 
his or her child. G.K. Chesterton 
compared the Church’s 
teachings to walls around a 
playground. All the fun is to be 
had inside; the walls protect 
us from the cliff outside of the 
playground or the kidnapper 
that lurks in the shadows.

Who can speak into what 
the Church’s teachings have to 
offer? The saints. They are real 

people who had real struggles, 
temptations, and trials like you 
and me, but they surrendered 
these things to Christ and were 
united with Him till the end. I 
think they have a thing or two 
to teach us. Stop turning toward 
pop media in your pursuit of 
happiness, and read about the 
lives of the saints and make 
some new friends. They’d love 
to help you get to paradise! Ask 
them for their prayers. Why not 
start with the two newest saints: 
Pope John XXIII and Pope John 
Paul II?

■ Duppong, a native of Haymarsh, N.D., 
has served as director of faith formation 
for the Bismarck Diocese since July 2012.

1 Cor. 9:24 

MICHELLE DUPPONG

Run to Win

PROTECTING OUR CHILDREN
The Diocese of Bismarck is fi rmly committed to the health and protection of our 

children, young people and vulnerable adults. With the hope of healing the pain and 
suff ering from sexual abuse in the Catholic Church, we encourage anyone who has suff ered 
from this abuse to please come forward and let us know. To report allegations of sexual 
abuse, please contact: Dale Eberle, Chancellor, Diocese of Bismarck, PO Box 1575, Bismarck, 
ND  58502-1575.  Phone: 701.223.1347 or 1.877.405.7435. The complaint form and policies 
can be found on the diocesan web site at http://www.bismarckdiocese.com.

CODE OF PASTORAL CONDUCT
The Catholic Church must be exemplary: Clergy, staff , whether diocesan or parish, 

and volunteers are held accountable for their behavior.  To enable the highest level of 
accountability, there must be a clear and unambiguous defi nition of appropriate behavior. 
To this end, this Code of Pastoral Conduct is defi ned for the Diocese of Bismarck and 
it provides a foundation for implementing eff ective and enforceable standards for all 
personnel. View the Code of Pastoral Conduct at http://www.bismarckdiocese.com.

The most important questions 
we can ask are the ones that 
inquire into the nature of God, 
reality and ourselves. Of these, 
there are a few that fi nd their 
answers in all three. I found 
myself refl ecting on one of these 
questions recently, and was 
compelled to fi nd a suitable 
answer.

So, then, I asked myself: What 
is a person?

To answer this question, I 
turned fi rst to a dictionary, which 
offered a possible solution. It 
defi ned the word “person” as 
“an individual, physical being, 
distinct from 
other creatures 
by virtue of 
humanity.” How 
ambiguous, 
I thought. I 
decided to 
broaden my 
search.

I tried again, 
asking my 
question of 
several college 
students. One 
student, in reply 
to my question, 
said that a 
person is “a 
living creature 
with a mind and 
a soul.” Another simply responded 
with, “A human being.” Thinking 
that perhaps undergrads were 
not the most ideal source from 
which to draw a defi nitive answer, 
I climbed a bit higher up the 
academic ladder, hoping for the 
best.

I asked a philosophy professor 
my question, and he defi ned a 
person as “an individual substance 
with a rational nature.” Soon 
after, a biology professor told me 
that she could only answer me “in 
terms of man’s relation to other 
species.” These answers, of course, 
confused me even more.

The reality is, there exist 
many different ideas about what 
a person is, and the majority of 
these ideas, although certainly 
true, are often vague, incomplete, 
and shallow. As Catholics, we 
know that a person is much 
more than can be captured in the 
few abstract nuts and bolts of a 
dictionary or in the lofty language 
of philosophy, and we realize that 
a better, more thorough defi nition 
is needed.

This question of personhood 
is raised in Bishop Kagan’s 
second pastoral letter, a thought-
provoking message entitled “...and 
so man became a living being.” 
Among several other intriguing 
topics, he discusses the Church’s 

understanding of the human 
person and attempts to answer 
the question of what a person is by 
illustrating where we, as persons, 
come from, and where we are 
going.

The bishop states two objective 
truths that elegantly summarize 
the Church’s teachings on the 
dignity of the human person. 
The fi rst, he tells us, is this: 
As individual persons, we are 
distinct from all other created 
things because we are formed in 
the image and likeness of God; 
our dignity is given to us by God 
and God alone. Our dignity can, 

therefore, never 
be destroyed, 
undermined, or 
taken away. 

Second, 
through Christ, 
persons have 
an eternal end 
as well. When 
God became 
man, born to 
live alongside us 
and eventually 
die for us, he 
confi rmed our 
salvation and 
invited us all to 
be with Him in 
paradise. The 

mystery of the 
Incarnation calls us to participate 
in the life of God forever in 
heaven, and that calling is at the 
core of our humanity.

To realize one’s unique purpose, 
then—both as a member of the 
human race and an individual 
person—is to discover a truly 
staggering reality: to paraphrase 
Benedict XVI, every one of us is 
consciously willed by God, loved 
overwhelmingly by Him, and 
entirely necessary to His plan for 
His creation. 

Somehow, this profound truth 
seems to inevitably escape us, but 
it’s not something we can afford to 
forget about for very long. We are 
meant to be stunned by the depth 
of divine love that springs from 
this reality—knowing that we were 
each created out of love by God to 
share in His own life – and we are 
meant to live as if we truly believe 
it.

This answer, I think, is more 
than enough for me.

■ Charley is a student at the University of 
Mary in Bismarck and a freelance writer for 
the DCA. This column is the fi rst in a series 
discussing Bishop Kagan’s latest pastoral 
letter, “…and so man became a living 
being.” The original pastoral letter can 
be found at www.bismarckdiocese.com. 
Enter “pastoral letter” into the homepage 
search box. Hard copies can be requested by 
emailing info@bismarckdiocese.com.

The dictionary isn’t enough
MAT CHARLEY

Guest Column

“I am sick and tired 
of the pop culture 

thinking they can tell 

us whether or not 

living according to 

the Church’s teaching 

is fulfi lling.”

NOTICE
There will be no issue of the

Dakota Catholic Action published in July 2014.

Watch for the next issue in August.
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A number of serious diseases are 
known to occur because of defects 
or mutations in our DNA. Curing 
such diseases could, in principle, be 
carried out by rewriting the DNA to 
fi x the mutated base pairs. Yet until 
recently scientists have remained 
largely stymied in their attempts 
to directly modify genes in a living 
animal. 

Findings described in the 
March 30, 2014 issue of Nature 
Biotechnology, however, reveal 
that a novel gene-editing technique, 
known as CRISPR  (Clustered 
Regularly Interspaced Short 
Palindromic Repeats), can be used 
successfully in mice to reverse 
disease symptoms for a liver defect 
known as type I tyrosinemia. In 
humans, this potentially fatal 
ailment affects about one in 100,000 
people. CRISPR, which enables 
researchers to snip out the mutated 
piece of DNA and replace it with the 
correct sequence, holds the potential 
for treating other genetic disorders 
as well. As the MIT Technology 
Review explains, the recently-
developed CRISPR technique is 
proving to be remarkably versatile in 
the hands of biomedical researchers:

“This technology could 
allow researchers to perform 
microsurgery on genes, precisely 
and easily changing a DNA 
sequence at exact locations on 
a chromosome. ...CRISPR could 
make gene therapies more broadly 
applicable, providing remedies for 
simple genetic disorders like sickle-
cell anemia and eventually even 
leading to cures for more complex 
diseases involving multiple genes. 
Most conventional gene therapies 
crudely place new genetic material 
at a random location in the cell and 
can only add a gene. In contrast, 
CRISPR and the other new tools 
also give scientists a precise way to 
delete and edit specifi c bits of DNA—
even by changing a single base pair. 
This means they can rewrite the 
human genome at will.”

Correcting mutations in the 
DNA to remedy a serious medical 
defect would certainly be desirable 
and permissible. In 2008, in a 
document called Dignitas Personae, 
the Vatican’s Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith (CDF) agreed 
that trying to restore “the normal 
genetic confi guration of the patient 
or to counter damage caused by 
genetic anomalies” would be morally 
acceptable as long as the person 
being treated will not “be exposed 
to risks to his health or physical 
integrity which are excessive...”

Our ability to rewrite the human 
genome at will through precise 
DNA editing techniques, however, 
does raise substantial concerns 
about misusing the technology. 
In fact, researchers are already 
discussing the possibility of going 
beyond therapies and treatments, 
and instead, using CRISPR and 
other gene-alteration technologies 
to enhance human characteristics. 

For example, one possible direction 
would be to engineer changes in the 
genes of human muscles so that they 
could be worked harder and longer, 
thereby enhancing the performance 
of athletes and soldiers.

This kind of human re-
engineering would cross an 
important line: instead of helping 
human beings who are struggling 
against serious diseases, scientists 
would now begin manipulating 
human beings for ulterior motives. 
As Dignitas Personae puts it, “such 
manipulation would promote a 
eugenic mentality and would lead 
to indirect social stigma with regard 
to people who lack certain qualities, 
while privileging [others].” The 
document also notes how attempting 
to create a new type of human being 
could unmask a dark and troubling 
ideology “in which man tries to take 
the place of his Creator,” resulting in 
an “unjust domination of man over 
man.”

Yet the line separating a therapy 
from an enhancement is not always 
an obvious one. Some researchers 
have claimed that the most common 
versions of genes that many people 
carry are not necessarily the ideal 
versions from the standpoint of 
health. Thus researchers might be 
able subtly to improve matters, for 
example, by rewriting normal genes 
so that people could better fi ght off 
infectious diseases. Would such a 
step be enhancement or therapy? 

Even as scientists move forward 
with the project of rewriting our own 
genes to cure grave diseases, some 
will be tempted to go further and use 
techniques like CRISPR to engineer 
designer human embryos during 
in vitro fertilization; genetically 
modifi ed monkeys have already 
been produced using this method 
in China. A prior CDF document 
called Donum Vitae unequivocally 
describes the grave problems with 
subjugating embryonic human 
beings for research purposes: “To 
use human embryos or fetuses 
as the object or instrument of 
experimentation constitutes a crime 
against their dignity as human 
beings having a right to the same 
respect that is due to the child 
already born and to every human 
person.” 

The remarkable tools becoming 
available not only for genetic 
therapies but also for human 
enhancement projects and 
embryonic manipulation raise 
daunting ethical concerns about 
the subjugation of man to his own 
technology, and call for thoughtful 
measures and vigilance to ensure the 
proper use of these techniques now 
and in the future.

■ Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. earned his 
doctorate in neuroscience from Yale and did 
post-doctoral work at Harvard. He is a priest of 
the diocese of Fall River, MA, and serves as the 
Director of Education at The National Catholic 
Bioethics Center in Philadelphia. See www.
ncbcenter.org.
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Editing our own genes?

FR. TAD PACHOLCZYK

Making Sense out 
of BioethicsQuestions

I was afraid to ask

Q:

A:

FR. JARED JOHNSON

Test yourself! 
1: What are the four marks of the Church as professed 

each Sunday in our Creed?

2: What are the eff ects of Original Sin?

3: In addition to all Sundays, what are the fi ve Holy 
Days of obligation in the United States? (in most 
dioceses of the United States)

Featured Columnists
1: One, Holy, Catholic, Apostolic
2: Loss of Original Justice and Holiness, Bodily death, Suff ering, Ignorance, 
Concupiscence
3: Mary Mother of God (January 1), Assumption of Mary (August 15), All Saints 
Day (November 1), Immaculate Conception (December 8), Nativity of our Lord 
(December 25) *(The Solemnity of the Ascension is transferred to the 7th Sunday of 
Easter in most dioceses of the United States)

What personal 

qualities should 

be considered when 

selecting a Godparent 

for a child?

(Editor’s note: In the Catholic Church’s 
Code of Canon Law, the term “sponsor” 
is used to defi ne what many traditionally 
understand to be the “Godparent.”  For 
the sake of consistency, however, the term 
“Godparent” will be used throughout this 
article.)

Recently during one 
of my classes at the 
high school, a student 

raised his hand and asked me, 
“Father, what’s your goal in life?” I 
immediately had a sense of what 
kind of answer he expected to 
his honest question—I decided 
to answer it a little diff erently.  

I’m guessing he was expecting 
me to say that my goal in life 
was to be assigned to such and 
such parish someday or to be the 
fi rst pope from the Diocese of 
Bismarck. Instead, I told him that 
my goal in life was to be a saint. 
His eyes immediately turned to 
the size of a beach ball and he 
asked, “Do you think you have a 
chance?” 

I responded, “Well, I sure hope so, 
because the alternative does not 
sound too appealing.”

When most of us think of saints, 
we of course immediately think 
of those men and women of 
heroic virtue who have been 
canonized and named as saints. 
However, this call to holiness 
(which is clearly and inspiringly 
modeled by our saints) also 
extends to all of us. 

I don’t mean to be trite or 
even unrealistic, but when 
a mother and father make 
that ever-important decision 
regarding who will be their 
child’s Godparent(s), one of the 
most important questions they 
should ask is, “Does this person 
model a living faith which is an 
example of hope and love for my 
child?” Or in other words, “Does 
this person truly desire to be a 
saint and will they invoke that 
same desire in my child?”  

It seems that for some parents, 
this decision is often approached 
from the perspective that 
asks, “Who do we know that 
would feel honored to be the 

Godparent of our child?” Yes, 
the gift to be a Godparent is a 
tremendous honor. However, 
in all honesty, the primary focus 
in selecting a Godparent should 
not be about bestowing an 
honor on someone, but rather 
it should be about choosing 
someone who is exemplary in 
living an authentic and joyful 
life as a disciple of Christ. When 
the child grows and begins to 
develop their own appreciation 
of what it means to be a faithful 
Catholic, they need to be able to 
look to key individuals to learn 
what such a life looks like.

Additionally, our young people 
are in great need of being 
able to see someone who 
clearly demonstrates that a 
tremendous amount of joy is 
received through living a life fully 
committed to the Catholic faith. 
In joyfully witnessing to a life of 
fi delity to Christ and His Church, 
others are then drawn to that 
same life of commitment and 
faithfulness. As our Holy Father, 
Pope Francis, recently wrote, “A 
person who is not convinced, 
enthusiastic, certain and in love, 
will convince nobody” (Evangelii 
Gaudium, 266).

Most of us know that parents 
ultimately have the responsibility 
of educating and forming their 
children in the faith, but such 
a responsibility also extends 
very directly to their Godparent. 
Therefore, it is of paramount 
importance that the life of the 
selected Godparent is a life that 
is primarily focused on growth in 
virtue and holiness. 

The person that parents select 
to be the Godparent of their 
child might never be canonized 
as a saint. But at the same time, 
we should truly expect similar 
examples of holiness from the 
individuals we ask to take on 
this tremendous responsibility. A 
Godparent who has an authentic 
desire for a real and living 
relationship with Christ is not 
merely optional—it’s a necessity.

■ Fr. Johnson is the chaplain at 
St. Mary’s Central High School and 
parochial vicar at Cathedral of the 
Holy Spirit, both in Bismarck. He can be 
followed on Twitter @frjaredjohnson.  
If you have a question you were 
afraid to ask, now is the time to ask 
it! Simply email your question to 
info@bismarckdiocese.com. Enter 
“Questions I was afraid to ask” into the 
subject line.
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Final Thoughts

Featured Columnists

I 
wish you could have seen it.

It was a few minutes before this year’s Chrism Mass. I had 
stationed myself near the front of the Cathedral, ready to 

capture the opening procession with my video camera.
Then, to my surprise (and to the surprise of the hundreds in 

attendance), an unexpected group of visitors made their way down 
the church’s center aisle. 

Heads turned. Eyes widened. Neighbors were nudged. Smiles 
spread across faces. For the fi rst time, the cloistered Carmelite nuns 
were in the house.

AN EXTREME CALLING

It’s been fascinating to watch how the Carmelites have been 
received in our diocese since their arrival March 19. Most 
conversations go something like this:

Me: “I took pictures of the bishop locking the Carmelite nuns in 
their new monastery today.”

Friend: “Locking them in?”
Me: “Yup”
Friend: “For how long?”
Me: “Forever.”
Friend: “Wha…? Forever? No.”
Me: “Yeah. It’s pretty cool, isn’t it?”
Friend: “What do they do in there?”
Me: “They pray, mostly.”
Friend: “Right. But what do they do?” 
Me: “I mean, they do manual labor and stuff, but they mainly 

pray for the diocese.”
You see, my generation isn’t accustomed to seeing (or knowing) 

a fully habited nun, let alone a cloistered nun who is fully habited. 
Disbelief, shock, discomfort and confusion are common responses 
when someone learns of the Carmelites’ radical lifestyle for the fi rst 
time.

But instead of recoiling in uneasiness and judgment, perhaps 
the best way to approach this new, unconventional model of 
the religious life in our diocese is an attitude of openness and 
wonderment.

There are many things about the cloistered life that 99 percent 
of us will never fully understand. The skull on the table? The straw 
mattress? The wooden clappers in lieu of an alarm clock?

All these secondary things cloud our ability to appreciate the 
vocation of these women for what it truly is: a unique and extreme 
call to holiness, humility and obedience. It’s their path to strive to 
become saints, to get to heaven, as all of us are called to do. 

How do the Carmelites affect you and me? The example of their 
simple lives is meant to inspire us. Their intense prayer is meant to 
sustain us. Their joyful presence is meant to encourage us.

It’s okay to call their way of life extreme. Because it is extreme—in 
the true sense of the word. Their life is far from ordinary, yet 
exceedingly great. But can’t something extreme also be beautiful and 
attractive?

 
HONEST QUESTIONS ANSWERED

I recently had a conversation with a friend who has been involved 
in organizing the Carmelites’ arrival in our diocese. 

“I was a doubter,” he admitted.
Why invest the time, effort and resources to bring in a group 

of nuns who never get to physically interact with anybody? They 
can’t do service projects. Will they become a burden to the local 
community? 

Those who have met the nuns are starting to realize that, 
regardless of their unique lifestyle, the nuns are people—with 
personalities, hopes, fears and families…and an intense confi dence 
in God’s love and care. 

“They want to do something for you,” he said. “Share your prayer 
needs with them. Whatever you put in that turn doesn’t just sit 
there. It’s dealt with that day.”

He leaned in, a tear streaming down his face. 
“I was skeptical. But I was wrong. We are so blessed to have 

them.” 
He was speaking from experience. Now, he’s a believer.
“I’ve been told that God answers the prayers of a Carmelite nun 

fi rst. It’s true. I’ve seen it.”
I wish you could have seen it.

■ Kurtz has been director of communications for the Bismarck Diocese and editor of the 
DCA since 2012. He resides in Bismarck with his wife, Stephanie, and one-year-old son, 
Elijah. Follow him on Twitter: @CathVideoDad.

Locked in...forever?
The mystery of our new Carmelite nuns

“It’s okay to call their 
way of life extreme.

Their life is far from 
ordinary, yet 
exceedingly great.”
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Advertise your 
business here!

Contact us at 701-204-7190
to fi nd out how advertising in the 
DCA can work for you!

Reach nearly 23,000 homes in western North Dakota by advertising in the Dakota Catholic Action newspaper!

Saturday, Sept. 27, 2014
at the University of Mary

8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

The event is FREE!

Save the Date

Register online at bismarckdiocese.com
Registration required for accurate meal count.

Trips to Scotland, France, Ireland, Shrines of Europe and much more..  
ranging from  $3,599—$4,899 for 2014. 

Prices are ALL-INCLUSIVE w/airfare from anywhere in the continental USA  

www.proximotravel.com     Call us 24/7    508-340-9370 | 855-842-8001 
email: anthony@proximotravel.com          Carmela Manago-Executive Director 

Italy/Switzerland: Jul 5-17, Aug 28-Sep 9, Sep 6-18, Sep 11-23, Sep 18-30… 
Italy Regular: Jul 5-13, Aug 30-Sep 7, Sep 6-14, Sep 13-21, Sep 20-28, Sep 27-Oct 5, 
Oct 4-12, Oct 11-19, Oct 18-26, Oct 25-Nov 2, Nov 1-9, Nov 8-16, Dec 21-29... 
Holy Land/Italy: Jun 30-Jul 13, Aug 25-Sep 7, Sep 1-14, Sep 8-21, Sep 15-28, Sep 
22-Oct 5, Sep 29-Oct 12, Oct 6-19, Oct 13-26, Oct 20-Nov 2, Oct 27-Nov 9, Nov 3-16... 
Holy Land: Jun 30-Jul 10, Aug 25-Sep 4, Sep 1-11, Sep 10-20, Sep 15-25...  
Ireland/Scotland: Jun 28-Jul 10, Jul 19-31, Sep 6-18, Sep 13-25, Sep 20-Oct 2… 
France: Jun 28-Jul 10, Sep 6-18, Sep 13-25, Sep 20-Oct 2 
Poland: Jun 28-Jul 9, Jul 5-16, Aug 30-Sep 10, Sep 6-17, Sep 13-24, Sep 20-Oct 1… 
Spain: Jun 28-Jul 10, Jul 5-17, Aug 30-Sep 11, Sep 6-18, Sep 13-25, Sep 20-Oct 2… 

VVisit our website or call for more destinations and dates!  

Town and Country Celebration
July 13, 2014 Stanley, N.D.

Hosted at the Jerry and Debbie Nichols and Wyatt Nichols family farm along with Fr. Gary Benz
and the parishioners of the Churches of Queen of the Most Holy Rosary, Stanley and St. Ann, Berthold.

* Bring your lawn chairs, blankets and umbrellas *

You are invited!
Come enjoy a day of family fun on the farm and Mass with Bishop Kagan at the

Register at bismarckdiocese.com under the events tab.
Registration required for an accurate meal count.

702 Horseshoe Dr., Stanley N.D.
From the west: Take Highway 2 for 43 miles west of Minot,

     turn south at the intersection of Highway 2 and 74 Ave. NW.
Travel ¾ mile on 74th Ave.

From the east: Take Highway 2 for 7 miles east of Stanley,
     turn South at the intersection of Highway 2 and 74th Ave. NW.

Travel ¾ mile on 74th Ave.
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