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Two states,
same game plan

ND and Tennessee defend against abortion activists
North Dakota and Tennessee
are hoping to go where no
states have gone before—to the
constitution—to defend against
complete, unrestricted abortion.
Voters in both states will decide on
measures that would add words to
the state constitutions to thwart
what has become a successful ploy
for abortion activists: overturning
prolife legislation in court as
“unconstitutional.”
Tennessee’s measure is about
recovering what they have lost.
North Dakota’s measure is about
preventing the damage that
Tennessee and a dozen other
states have suffered by a judge
imposing a “right” to abortion
using their own state constitution.
According to Brian Harris,
director of Tennessee Right to Life,
their Amendment 1 would undo
the 2000 Supreme Court case of
Planned Parenthood of Middle
Tennessee v. Sundquist where
the judges struck down a number
of abortion regulations based
on a right to privacy, including:
informed consent provisions, a
48-hour waiting period, and a
requirement for hospitalization for
abortions after the first trimester.
“The court’s decision has
blocked the passing of any new
abortion regulations since then,”
Harris said. “It was an overreach

of what the constitution actually
says, so it made up a right that
didn’t exist rather than leaving
abortion regulation to the people
and the lawmakers.”
Harris explained that this
amendment would essentially
render their constitution silent
on laws relating to abortion so it
could not be used to overturn laws
created through elected officials.
North Dakota has no right
to privacy clause, yet the same
scenario where abortion groups
used the state constitution to
argue for an unrestricted right to
abortion played out here last year.
In fact, they tried a slightly new
tactic: using the right to liberty
and pursuit of happiness clause.
East Central District Judge
Wickham Corwin declared a North
Dakota law prohibiting off-label
use of a drug to induce chemical
abortions unconstitutional, citing
a women’s right to “liberty and
the pursuit of happiness.” Corwin
ruled, “Our state constitution has
always recognized liberty as one
of the foremost of the ‘inalienable
rights’ that must be zealously
protected.” The case was appealed
to the North Dakota Supreme
Court and awaits a decision.
Bishops David Kagan of
Bismarck and John Folda of
Fargo made a joint statement

regarding Corwin’s decision: “A
lone judge sitting in Fargo has
declared that the North Dakota
constitution makes abortion a
‘fundamental’ right subject to
practically no limitations,” they
said. “In fact, the right ‘found’ by
Judge Wickham Corwin is more
expansive than that used by the
U.S. Supreme Court.”
If the Supreme Court rules that
our constitution’s right to liberty
guarantees unrestricted abortion
rights, then stopping abortion
activists from annihilating all our
North Dakota abortion regulations
becomes next to impossible.
Passing Measure 1, however,
would render such a decision void.
And, according to Christopher
Dodson, executive director of the
North Dakota Catholic Conference,
even if the court rules that our
constitution does not guarantee
abortion, we still need Measure 1
to protect from future arguments.
After Roe v. Wade, the United
States Supreme Court tightened
up and tended to support state
regulations. Realizing this,
Continued on Page 3

Catholic scholars
gather at U-Mary
Dr. Don Briel honored,
named Chair of Liberal Arts
at special event
By Tom Ackerman
University of Mary
Over Labor Day weekend,
200 scholars and seven bishops
gathered at a conference at
the University of Mary in
Bismarck, N.D. to discuss the
renewal and revitalization of
Catholic Studies programs at
universities across the U.S.
U-Mary President
Monsignor James Shea also
announced that Dr. Don
Briel has been appointed the
Blessed John Henry Newman
Chair of Liberal Arts at the
university. In recognition of
his enduring legacy as the
pioneer of Catholic Studies
programs across America, the
University of Mary bestowed an
honorary doctorate upon Briel.
During a banquet following the
ceremony, Briel presented his
keynote entitled “Twenty Years
of Catholic Studies.”
Briel planted a seed in
1993 at the University of St.
Thomas in St. Paul, Minn.,
hoping it would grow—not only
through the love and care of
his students, but also in their
thirst for Catholic identity in
university life.
Twenty years later, after
plenty of watering and
pruning by fellow scholars
and inspiration from Popes St.
John Paul II, Benedict XVI and
Francis, Briel’s seed has grown
into a vibrant Catholic Studies
project that has now borne
fruit in nearly 100 programs at
colleges and universities across
America.
“The gold standard for
Catholic Studies programs
has already been established
— it was established by Don
Briel at St. Thomas,” said
George Weigel, internationally
acclaimed American Catholic
Continued on Page 3
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Bishop David D. Kagan

Take the 31-day
rosary challenge
FROM THE BISHOP

Bishop David D. Kagan

T

his month of October
brings with it a particular
devotion to the holy
rosary since we celebrate
the Feast of Our Lady of the
Rosary on October 7. Praying
the holy rosary has become not
only one of the most frequent
Catholic devotions, but it is one
of the most popular and widely
known Catholic devotions. This is
for very good reason since when
we pray the Joyful, Sorrowful,
Luminous and Glorious mysteries
of the rosary, we accompany our
Blessed Mother as she follows

Jesus throughout the course of His
earthly life, death, resurrection
and ascension. Mary is our first
and best teacher in how to be a
true and faithful and faith-filled
follower of Jesus in His Church.
A happy and important
coincidence in the month of
October is the fact that the first
Sunday is Respect Life Sunday and
the month itself is dedicated to
that essential respect for life from
the first moment of conception
to natural death. Who better to
intercede for us before Almighty
God, the author of all life, human
and divine, than the one who gave
birth to the Son of God, and spent
her entire earthly life caring for
Him and always leading others to
Him?
During this month of October, I
urge you to make a daily promise
of 31 days. Promise our Lady that
you will say one rosary each day
for the intention that all people
will truly respect every human
being as a child of God and as a
brother and sister so that every
person will be loved, protected
and defended from all evil. If each
of us makes this daily promise,
I am confident that the Lord
will hear our prayers and He
will answer them with abundant

BISHOP IN ACTION

BISHOP’S
SCHEDULE
OCTOBER 2014

Oct. 5

graces. This is a promise well
worth making and keeping for
our own spiritual and temporal
good—as well as that of every
other person.
Also during this month, the
Extra-Ordinary Synod of Bishops
will meet in Rome to discuss
what the Holy Father, Pope
Francis, has rightly called the
most important issue of the
sanctity of the family in the new
evangelization. Let us all pray for
the bishops who will gather with
Our Holy Father that the Holy
Spirit will guide them in their
discussions and conclusions.
Finally, it is my hope and prayer
that each of you will vote for
the passage of Measure 1 as an
amendment to our North Dakota
state constitution. As I have said
on more than one occasion, I
intend to vote YES, as this is our
best way as citizens to insure
that we will be able to make the
needed decisions about our lives
and health, rather than having
a special interest group use our
state courts to make decisions for
us. Please do vote on November 4
and I ask you to cast your vote for
life—your life and my life.

Oct. 12
Oct. 14
Oct. 16

Oct. 18
Oct. 19
Oct. 20
Oct. 21
Oct. 22

Oct. 23
Oct. 24-45
Oct. 26

Oct. 28
Oct. 30

• Respect Life Sunday Mass and
Celebration, Christ the King,
Mandan, 10 a.m.
• Confirmation at the Church of
St. Joseph, Williston, 1:30 p.m.
• Tax/Retirement Workshop for
Priests, Kelly Inn, Bismarck
• Kenrick-Glennon Seminary
Board of Trustees meeting,
Kenrick-Glennon Seminary,
St. Louis, Missouri
• Mass and dinner for 100th
anniversary of the Church of
St. Mel, Rhame, 4 p.m. MT
• Confirmation at the Church of
Spirit of Life, Mandan, 6 p.m.
• White Mass, Cathedral of the
Holy Spirit, Bismarck, 5:30 p.m.
• Real Presence Radio interview,
9 a.m.
• Confirmation for the Churches
of St. Lawrence, Flasher and
St. Theresa, Carson, at Flasher,
7 p.m.
• Diocesan Finance Council
meeting, Center for Pastoral
Ministry, Bismarck, 10 a.m.
• Lighthouse Catholic Media
Annual International
Conference, Illinois
• Confirmation at the Church of
St. John the Apostle, Minot,
10:30 a.m.
• Confirmation at the Church
of Our Lady of Grace, Minot,
2 p.m.
• Annual Tribunal meeting,
Center for Pastoral Ministry,
Bismarck, 12 p.m.
• Catholic Foundation Board
meeting, Center for Pastoral
Ministry, Bismarck 10 a.m.
• Catholic Committee on
Scouting 5th Annual Bishop’s
Dinner for Religious Award
Recipients, Cathedral of the
Holy Spirit, Bismarck, 6:30 p.m.

CLERGY APPOINTMENT
Bishop of Bismarck
David D. Kagan, D.D., P.A., J.C.L.

The following appointment, with the permission of Bishop David D.
Kagan, D.D., P.A., J.C.L., is effective September 15, 2014.
Deacon Jerome Volk
• Currently serving the Church of Spirit of Life
(Mandan), the Church of St. Anthony (St. Anthony)
and the Church of St. Martin (Huff )
• Will serve the Church of Saint Anne (Bismarck)

Deacon Jerome Volk

SOCIAL MEDIA
Submitted photo
Bishop Kagan traveled to Mandaree on August 17 to install Fr. Roger Synek (above) as
pastor of the Church of St. Anthony. Pastors are responsible for shepherding the faithful
in the name of Christ. Synek replaces Fr. Paul Eberle, who recently began serving as a
spiritual director at Kenrick-Glennon Seminary in St. Louis, Mo.
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Two states,
same game plan
Continued from Page 1
abortion groups began fighting
at the state level, according to
Dodson.
“They ran out of states with
privacy clauses and now they
are trying to make a right for
abortion using the right to
liberty clause,” he said. “Every
state constitution has a liberty
cause.”
Dodson warned that if the
abortion groups succeed in
using the liberty clause to
establish a right to abortion
in a conservative state like
North Dakota, it will become
a road map for the rest of the
country. He also warned that
Montana is an example of
where that can lead. Montana,
like Tennessee, had the right
to privacy argument used to
overturn abortion regulations.
(See “Balancing Church and
State,” page 14).
Regardless of how the
judge decides, Ron Fischer, a
Grand Forks defense attorney
who worked for five years
in the Justice Department
under President Reagan, said
Measure 1 would make no new
statutes but simply solidify
that our state constitution
does not provide a right for
abortion. It would add these
words to the constitution:
“The inalienable right to life
of every human being at any
stage of development must be
recognized and protected.”
Fisher said that the
opposition’s scare tactics
are trying to create a
misunderstanding of what
a state constitution does.
“Based upon my extensive
experience litigating countless
constitutional claims, I have
the utmost confidence the
language of Measure 1 would
withstand a challenge under
the federal constitution.”
Measure 1 has the
distinction of being supported
by every pro-life organization
in the state.
“I’ve been doing pro-life
work in North Dakota for 20
years and have never seen
the entire pro-life community
agree on something, but they
all agree on this measure.”
Dodson said. He added
that Cardinal Seán Patrick
O’Malley, chair of the USCCB
Prolife Activities Committee,
has also given his support to
Measure 1.
One final point Dodson
made was that people should
realize that the other side never
takes anything for granted and
will pour resources, especially
money, into North Dakota to
win.
“The truth is, we will win the
ultimate victory; we know that
from the cross,” he said. “But
when it comes to campaigns,
money makes a big difference.
We want prayer and hard work,
but the reality of politics is that
money makes a difference.”

Photos courtesy of the University of Mary
From left, Dr. Don Briel, Dr. Jonathan Reyes and University of Mary President Monsignor James Shea gather at U-Mary’s recent
conference honoring Briel and his work in Catholic studies. Hundreds attended the event, including seven bishops.

Catholic scholars gather at U-Mary
Continued from Page 1
author. “He and his colleagues
over the past 20 years have set a
model of excellence that everyone
else seriously committed to
Catholic Studies work in Catholic
institutions of higher education
does well to emulate.”
Briel has said that this idea
of reform emerged in the early
1990s “out of a concern that
undergraduates at Catholic
universities seemed to lack access
to a comprehensive study of a rich
and complex Catholic intellectual
tradition.”
That idea ignited a movement
across U.S. Catholic and public
colleges and universities 20 years
ago. The same groundswell of
excitement propelled the start of
the Bishop Paul A. Zipfel Catholic
Studies Program at the University
of Mary in 2010—one that, under
the guidance of one of Briel’s
mentees, Dr. Matthew Gerlach,
has now become the second
largest Catholic Studies program
in America.
“It is time that Don Briel
be honored for his visionary
and often heroic leadership in
the renewal of Catholic higher
education in America,” said
Gerlach, coordinator of Mary’s
program. “In these four short
years, I attribute much of our
success to the fact that we are
faithfully carrying on the best and
most vital elements.”
Gerlach continued to explain
the comprehensive institutional
support that U-Mary’s Catholic
Studies program has received—
beginning with Shea’s initial
proposal of the program. The
support has echoed through all
levels of administration, which
has given the program a “distinct
advantage” compared to programs
at other institutions, Gerlach said.
The three-day celebration
included nearly 20 presentations
by honored guests, including:
Father Paul Murray, O.P.,
“Naming the New Lions:
Challenges of Contemporary
Culture to Christian Faith;” Father
William Baer, “The Recovery of
Honor in an Age of Dishonor;”

and Dr. Jonathan Reyes, “Catholic
Culture and Formation of Life.”
Murray, an Irish Dominican,
lives and works in Rome, where
he is president of the Spirituality
Faculty at the Pontifical University
of St. Thomas Aquinas (the
Angelicum). With his presentation,
Murray compared today’s “culture
of death” with the powerful
Biblical image of Daniel in the
lions’ den and raised this question:
What are the lions of today that
threaten us and would devour the
body of our faith?
“The trio I have in mind
are these: First, the lion of
relativism; second, the lion of
fundamentalism; and third, the
lion of pessimism,” said Murray.
He continued by stressing the
need to confront these lions head
on through faith, love and hope,
respectively.
Baer, pastor of Transfiguration
Catholic Church in Oakdale,
Minn., and former rector of St.
John Vianney College Seminary in
St. Paul, Minn., declared honor as
an act of justice in his keynote.
“In honoring Dr. Don Briel,
we are not only doing something
that is right to do, but it is one
small step at the recovery of the
very richness of the Catholic life
and vision that has been eroded
in our day,” said Baer. “I would
argue that there is something

most important in honoring him.
Why? Because he has honored the
Catholic faith and vision.”
Reyes, the executive director
of the Department of Justice,
Peace and Human Development
for the United States Conference
of Catholic Bishops, provided an
account of the gradual separation
of moral and intellectual education
in Catholic Higher Education and
offered practical recommendations
for the way forward.
One of Reyes’ recommendations
was that “effectively educating
students morally should include
the opportunity for regular
encounters with the poor.” Reyes
elaborated further saying that, “in
order to be effective, encounters
with the poor should be personal.”
Reyes cited Pope Francis’
recent comments in Buenos Aires,
Argentina, as an example: “If you
have not touched them, you have
not reached out to them…We
must build, create and construct a
culture of encounter.”
Reyes added to Francis’
remarks, saying this kind of
encounter should focus on
reforming the person who is
offering help—not the person
receiving it.
For more information and
videos of the conference speakers,
visit www.donbriel.org.

University of Mary Chaplain Fr. Benedict Fischer, left, chats with Fr. Paul Murray, O.P. at an
evening gathering during the conference.
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CDA Q&A:
Compiled by Monique Kraemer,
Dolores Friedt and Kathy Kennedy
Who are the Catholic
Daughters of the Americas
(CDA)?
The Catholic Daughters of the
Americas (CDA) was founded in
Utica, N.Y. in 1903 by John E.
Carberry and several other Knights
of Columbus as a charitable,
benevolent and patriotic sorority
for Catholic ladies. The Knights
established the CDA standards of
Unity and Charity.
Deeply spiritual, together we
share faith, love of God and a
distinctly feminine spirituality
alluded to by Pope John Paul II
when he spoke of the necessity of
“feminine genius” in today’s world.
What is the mission of CDA?
The purpose of the organization
is to participate in the religious,
charitable and educational
apostolates of the Church. CDA
engages in creative and spiritual
programs which provide its
members the opportunity to
develop their God-given talents in
meaningful ways that positively
influence the welfare of the Church
and all people throughout the
world.
Who can join?
Any women 18 years of age
and older are welcome to become
Catholic Daughters. In some
parishes there are Junior CDA
groups for ages 6-18. There are
also many college campuses across
the country that have courts right
on their campus.
How many courts are in
North Dakota?
There are currently 23 courts in
North Dakota, 12 of which reside
in the Bismarck Diocese. There
are courts in: Beach, Wilton, Mott,
Richardton, Belfield, Linton,
Bowman, Minot, Williston,
Dickinson, Mandan and Bismarck.
Who do I contact if I would
like more information?
First, ask your parish priest
or secretary if they know of any
CDA chapters in your area. If
they can’t get you in contact with
an officer, please email our State

Regent, Kathy Kennedy
at kennedycda@hotmail.
com. She will answer
your questions and get
you in contact with your
local court.

An interview with
CDA members
Elvira Rogstad and
Marianna Dosch
Elvira Rogstad was
born on a farm south
of Napoleon, N.D. She
grew up in the Menoken
area as the oldest of 10
children. She married
her husband in June
of 1949 and has been a
CDA member for over 60
years.
Marianna Dosch was
raised on a farm near
Strasburg, N.D. She
got married and raised
five children with her
husband in Bismarck.
She has been a CDA
member for 50 years.

Submitted photos
Members of Court Immaculate Conception #322 visit a 46-year CDA member who turns 103 this month.

monthly birthday celebration at
the nursing home.

When did you first learn
about Catholic Daughters?
Elvira: Two good friends told
me about CDA and invited me to
join, which I did.
Marianna: My mother-in-law
invited me to join and I have been
a member ever since!
Why did you join Catholic
Daughters?
Elvira: I joined because it was
a way for me, living in the country,
to get to know people in town and
get to know other Catholic women.
What is the role of the
Catholic Daughters in the
community and diocese?
Elvira: To entertain the priests
at least once a year and to exercise
the charitable works of mercy by
giving rides to older members so
they can attend the meeting and
providing angel food cakes for the

What do you enjoy most
about being a Catholic
Daughter member?
Marianna: I have welcomed
the many new and lasting
friendships I have made with
other Catholic women by
working alongside them in many
court, diocesan and community
activities.
What has kept you a member
of the Catholic Daughters for
so long?
Elvira: The spiritual benefits.
Every month, Mass is said for
the CDA members, living and
deceased. When a CDA member
dies, the fellow CDA women get
together to pray a rosary for the
deceased and are also present as
an honor guard for their funeral.
Marianna: The reasons why I
continue to be an active member
center on helping to promote the

Catholic faith, to grow stronger
spiritually and to fulfill the
standards of CDA, which are unity
and charity.
What would you say to other
women about why they
should join CDA?
Elvira: Women should join
CDA because of the spiritual
benefits and the opportunity to
meet other Catholic women who
will support them.
Marianna: As the membership
chairperson for our court, I tell
women that CDA is a strong,
secure body of Catholic women
that promotes the Catholic faith,
the love of God and service to
others through kindness and
charity. I believe that anything
worthwhile (such as being a
member of CDA) will take time
and effort, but over the years, I
have realized that I have received
much more than I feel I have
given.

Catholic Daughters of the Americas will
celebrate Proclamation Sunday this year
on October 19. The Bismarck court, Court
Immaculate Conception, will pray a rosary
before Mass and will be in attendance at
the 9:30 a.m. Mass at the Church of St.
Anne. They hope to meet many interested
women and encourage them to come and
ask questions!

The Catholic Daughters of the Americas promote the standards
of unity and charity as a sorority of Catholic ladies. In their work,
they seek to remain close to Mary, as she “teaches us how to live
holy lives as women.”

The next meeting will be held on October 14, 2014. The Bismarck court
meets in the basement of Cathedral of the Holy Spirit. Please join them
at 6 p.m. for a potluck supper followed by the meeting at 7 pm.
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Schuster takes the shave
By Arlene Abraham
and Matthew Kurtz
“Even the very hairs of your
head are numbered.” (Matthew
10:30)
Does that pertain to beards,
too?
Fr. Frank Schuster, pastor of the
Church of St.
Hildegard in
Menoken, can
start counting,
as his sixyear-old beard
was shaved
away by eager
parishioners
during the
church’s
A clean-shaven
annual fall
Fr. Schuster poses
dinner on Sept. for the camera after
7.
parting with his
$1,700 beard.
“I’ve been
trying to see how
thick of a beard I can grow, and
it became a great consternation
to some of my parishioners…
especially the women” Schuster
explained.
Since 1992, Schuster has
consistently sported a thick
display of facial hair (his last clean
shave six years ago was mandated

because of a surgical procedure
on his neck), but after reportedly
“letting it go” since April 2013,
some ladies kindly expressed
concern for his appearance.
The priest told the nagging
women that if they wanted his
beard (which, on its best days,
covered his Roman collar) to
disappear, they’d have to pay for it.
(Matthew 10:30)
And they did.
After all 1,000 attendees had
been fed at the fall dinner, an
auctioneer was called in to start
the bidding. The men of the parish
spearheaded the effort to keep the
beard…sort of.
“I was hoping I could keep it,”
Schuster admitted. “But the ladies
were getting a lot of cash from
their husbands.”
In all, the worth of Schuster’s
beard totaled $1,747 for the parish.
“It was a good way for the
parish to have some fun at my
expense. I was told that the little
kids thought it was fascinating
to sit there and watch my beard
disappear.”
Luckily for a now very cold
Schuster, his overgrown whiskers
Photos by Megan Milbradt, Everyday Art Photography
can still return.
Fr. Frank Schuster laughs as an auctioneer collects bids either in favor of shaving the priest’s
beard or keeping it.
“Oh, it’ll be back,” he said.

“Even the
very hairs of
your head are
numbered.”

“What the world needs most is prayer”
French priest’s advice on God and prayer spreads across ND
By Patti Armstrong
“Prayer is coming in contact
with the presence of God,” Fr.
Jacques Philippe stated to an
audience in the Bismarck Diocese
last December. “It is a humility of
God to hide, but he reveals himself
to us through prayer.”
Fr. Philippe, a Frenchman,
has made an impression in
western N.D. His books on
prayer and spirituality are often
recommended by spiritual
directors, available for sale at
many churches, and used in book
studies. Last year, he conducted
missions at the Cathedral of the
Holy Spirit in Bismarck and the
Church of Spirit of Life in Mandan,
speaking on his favorite
topics: God and
prayer.
Philippe’s books
have been printed
in 18 languages
and have sold over
500,000 copies. In
1976, he joined the
Community of the
Beatitudes (founded
in 1973) in Southern
France—a group
modeled after the early
Christian community
that is now spread
across 30 countries and
all continents.
PATH TO FREEDOM
“What the world most needs
today is prayer,” according to Fr.
Philippe. “Faithfulness to prayer
is a path of freedom,” he writes
in his newest book, “Thirsting for
Prayer.” He explains that he wrote
the book because he was impelled
by the hunger and need for

prayer in our world. “I often go to
preach retreats in many different
countries and I am struck by the
thirst for prayer that is apparent
today among so many people…but
also by the need that exists for
definite signposts to ensure their
perseverance.”
Praying well, according to him,
begins by making time for it.
“Without faithfulness to our
appointments with prayer, by
contrast, there is a serious risk
that our lives may never acquire
any coherent meaning.”
He states that prayer will give
birth to all the renewals, healings
and transformations we all want
for
society today. “This
world of ours is
very sick, and only
contact with heaven
will be able to cure
it.”
Philippe
recognizes that in
terms of prayer,
we are all not the
same and should
do whatever we
can.
“I know lay
people fully
taken up by
their family
and work
commitments who in twenty
minutes of daily prayer receive as
many graces as monks who pray
for five hours a day.”
PRAYER ABOUT GOD, NOT SELF
God himself is inviting us to
prayer, says Philippe, but he
points out that while man searches
for God, God seeks out man even
more actively. With that in mind,

Fr. Jacques Philippe is a member of the Community of the Beatitudes, which is modeled
after the early Christian community as it appears in the Acts of the Apostles—dedicated
to prayer, sharing goods, charity and testimony while fervently waiting for the Kingdom to
come.

he warns that we risk becoming
discouraged at some stage if
we just pray for the sake of the
benefits, because the spiritual
benefits are neither instantaneous
nor measurable.
“God knows what is good for
us, and that should be enough,”
he says. “We ought not to take a
utilitarian view of prayer, reducing
it to results and profits; that would
distort it completely. God invites
us, so to speak, to ‘waste time’ on
him, and that is enough.”
Yet, paradoxically, Philippe says
that the more our prayer is done
freely—not to get something out of
it—the more it bears fruit.
Prayer teaches us to put down
our roots in God, to “abide in
his love.” Philippe acknowledges
we will experience trials and
weariness since prayer encourages

us to experience our weaknesses
and realize that we are poor and
small. Nevertheless, he says it is
still true that in prayer, God is
able to give us the energy (mental
or physical) that we need to serve
him and love him.
In the end, Fr. Philippe says
that prayer gives us a glimpse of
happiness that is not of this world,
that nothing here below can give
us: the happiness in God for which
we were created.
According to him, it is a
spiritual emptiness that drives
people into a frenzied search for
satisfaction because a thousand
satisfactions do not add up to
happiness. Prayer, he says, causes
us, little by little, to experience the
real treasure within us.
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far more

“We gained
than we have given up”

Photos by Mother Mary Baptist
The sisters sew their own religious garb
and household items like aprons, refectory
napkins and pillow cases. Eventually, they
hope to sew vestments for the clergy
and supply catechumen capes for those
seeking baptism at Easter. They also sew
brown scapulars of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
and make chaplets of the Holy Face, both
of which are available upon request.

A glimpse into the heart of contemplative life
By Terri Lang,
Emmons County Record

As the heart is an essential
member of the body yet remains
unseen, the Carmelite nuns
in Hague, though hidden, have
a vital function to play in the
mystical body of Christ.
“Through our prayers inspired
by love, we call down grace which
is the life-blood of the Church,”
Mother Mary Baptist said. “Just
think what the blood does for the
body. This is what grace does in
the Church.”
The Carmelite nuns believe
there is a spiritual dimension to
everyone’s life that needs to be
acknowledged and nourished, and
that it is easy to forget, in today’s
world, that everything is passing
away; the one great and lasting
reality is God.
“Prayer is simply making
contact with God. Our witness
here in Emmons County should
encourage others to also have a
relationship with the One who
made them and loves them,” she
said.
Mother Mary Baptist said
people could be poor and not have
the goods of this world, yet still be
happy because they have spiritual
blessings.
“Those blessings keep us united
as family, and that benefits the
whole world,” she added.
The Carmelites fulfill the

spiritual needs of the world
through their prayers, and because
they live a life of solitude and
silence, many people may not
understand the purpose of their
being enclosed.
Mother Mary Baptist said the
enclosure creates an oasis of
prayer, along with fraternal love,
spiritual striving and liberty of
spirit by which the nuns can attain
the fullness of divine intimacy and
bear fruit for the whole Church.
Bishop David Kagan of the
Diocese of Bismarck inaugurated
the beginning of the enclosure
when he processed through the
monastery, blessing the rooms and
“locking the nuns in.”
“Some people might think this
is an inhuman or cruel thing to
do, but that is because they do not
know the joy that we have in freely
choosing to seek God by living
apart from society, and how this
in turn, benefits the whole world,”
Mother Mary Baptist said.
She added that no one is
forced into that life and that it is
undertaken freely, and there is
ample time for discernment.
“A vocation to Carmel is rare,
and the majority of those who
try this life do not end up staying
to make solemn vows,” she said.
“Once solemn vows are made, they
are binding until death.”
The rules for enclosure provide
for the nuns to visit with their

families. Though they don’t
interact with their families in the
same way as they formerly did,
they are willing to forfeit that
intimacy in order to grow closer to
God.
“The Constitutions encourage
the visits to be brief and infrequent
because we are living the life of a
hermit, and much conversation
can disquiet the soul,” Mother
Mary Baptist said.
The sisters do not even talk
among themselves during the day
unless it is necessary.
“There are two periods of
recreation in which we all unite to
enjoy each other’s company,” she
said.
The time of recreation is a time
of joy and mutual encouragement,
during which they always
engage in some kind of work. It
reanimates the sisters so they can
embrace the austerity of their life
more fully.
“Family and friendships
are beautiful, but nothing can
compare with the All of God,”
Mother Mary Baptist said. “God
is our spouse. It is He whom
we chose to marry, and He is
everything to us. We feel we
gained far more than we have
given up.”
The Catholic Church has
religious orders which function in
different areas, such as teaching
and nursing. The contemplative

The word “Carmel” means “garden”—a paradise of delights and a place for the Lord to take His rest and recreation. The Carmelites’ garden
covers an area of about 100 x 50 feet.

orders value and appreciate those
in the active apostolate and pray
for them constantly. However, as
good as these works are, Mother
Mary Baptist said the Church
greatly values the contemplative
life and desires to safeguard it.
“And that is to the extent of
forbidding Carmelites from being
called upon to engage in the active
apostolate, even though the need
may be urgent,” she said.
Do the Carmelites feel isolated?
“No,” Mother Mary Baptist
said. “We have the whole court
of Heaven and God, and He is
Everything. We possess all things
in Him.”
She said they do not expect
everybody to understand at first,
but she hopes people will come to
understand.
“Because our communication
with the outside world is limited,
it is easy for misunderstandings
to arise about our life,” she said.
“It is only by understanding the
immortality of the soul and the
promise of future happiness with
God that this life can make sense.”
Sister Mary Joseph agreed,
adding, “If people do not
understand the value of prayer,
they will not understand our way
of life. Those people who pray will
better understand it.”
*Reprinted with permission

The Carmelites have two sheep dogs—Lac
(meaning milk) and Mel (meaning honey)
– a land filled with milk and honey – like
the land of promise in the Scriptures. They
also have two Siamese/Manx cats named
Liddy and Philly.
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2014 God’s Share Appeal
“Give alms from your possessions...Almsgiving is a worthy offering in the
sight of the Most High for all who practice it.”
- Tobit 4: 7, 11

“Thank You for your
generous support of the
2014 God’s Share Appeal.”

2014 God’s Share Appeal Goal:...... $3,200,000.00
2014 Total Commitments: ............. $3,298,066.28
Total Number of Donors: ........................... 11,352
Figures as of September 4, 2014

DEANERY 3 - DICKINSON AREA
PARISH

A Special Thank You to our Parish Leadership
Priests, chairpersons, secretaries, and all the individual
campaign volunteers who gave so freely of their time and
talent to make the annual God’s Share Appeal a huge success.
If you have not yet made your donation to the
2014 God’s Share Appeal but would still like to support
Bishop Kagan’s ministry, you may do so by sending
your donation to:
God’s Share Appeal, PO Box 1137,
Bismarck, ND 58502-1137
or by clicking on the “Gifting Opportunities” tab
at bismarckdiocese.com.

DEANERY 1 - BISMARCK AREA
PARISH
Ascension, Bismarck
Cathedral, Bismarck
Corpus Christi, Bismarck
St. Anne, Bismarck
St. Mary, Bismarck
St. Hildegard, Menoken
St. Bonaventure, Underwood
Sacred Heart, Wilton
St. Catherine, Turtle Lake
St. Edwin, Washburn
St. Mary, Hague
St. Paul, Hazelton
St. Anthony, Linton
St. Michael, Linton
Sts. Peter & Paul, Strasburg
St. Katherine, Braddock

GOAL

TOTAL
GIFTS

$116,471
239,264
269,646
152,512
132,605
20,270
10,902
11,001
7,795
12,959
11,066
7,433
34,955
5,402
21,278
6,079

$134,074
364,636
248,445
159,574
91,984
27,415
9,925
11,337
6,435
12,926
8,684
11,670
32,517
9,511
23,839
3,478

RESPONSE
RATE
47%
49
49
48
44
68
74
67
65
54
63
65
55
100
80
67

PARTICIPATION
RATE
47%
49
48
47
44
66
74
66
65
54
63
65
55
100
77
67

DEANERY 2 - MANDAN AREA
PARISH

GOAL

TOTAL
GIFTS

St. Joseph, Beulah
St. Theresa, Carson
St. Martin, Center
St. Vincent, Crown Butte
St. Lawrence, Flasher
St. Peter, Fort Yates
Sacred Heart, Glen Ullin
St. Martin, Hazen
St. Martin, Huff
Christ the King, Mandan
St. Joseph, Mandan
Spirit of Life, Mandan
St. Pius, New Salem
St. Gertrude, Raleigh
St. Anthony, St. Anthony
St. Philomena, Selfridge
St. Elizabeth, Cannon Ball
St. James, Porcupine
St. Joseph, Grant County
St. Mary, Almont
Sacred Heart, Solen
St. Ann, Hebron

$39,140
10,416
10,903
7,398
14,825
6,348
29,925
26,770
4,790
96,584
116,208
128,550
16,010
4,846
6,953
2,435
340
795
2,035
3,084
1,248
12,789

$37,337
3,935
8,165
8,335
19,626
2,475
30,290
27,410
9,185
70,062
96,882
185,255
15,455
6,860
5,860
1,025
0
25
5,015
4,210
650
15,253

RESPONSE
RATE
43%
46
45
69
62
26
100
44
70
54
47
39
45
77
40
53
0
13
100
71
56
100

PARTICIPATION
RATE
43%
43
45
69
62
26
87
43
70
53
47
37
45
77
39
53
0
13
100
71
56
68

St. John, Beach
St. Bernard, Belfield
Queen of Peace, Dickinson
St. Joseph, Dickinson
St. Patrick, Dickinson
St. Wenceslaus, Dickinson
St. Thomas, Gladstone
St. Mary, Golva
St. Paul, Halliday
St. Joseph, Killdeer
St. Elizabeth, Lefor
Sts. Peter & Paul, New Hradec
St. Mary, Richardton
St. Mary, South Heart
St. Mary, Medora
St. Stephen, Stark County
St. Charles, Bowman
Holy Trinity, Hettinger
St. Vincent, Mott
St. Mary, New England
St. Henry, Regent
St. John, New Leipzig
St. Mary, Marmarth
St. Mel, Rhame
Sacred Heart, Reeder
Sacred Heart, Scranton
* Not available

GOAL

TOTAL
GIFTS

$45,996
46,063
128,633
90,939
100,848
94,186
5,110
20,096
8,057
23,667
7,449
5,104
24,750
15,932
9,357
2,631
26,547
18,742
25,965
32,347
11,346
2,994
6,780
3,507
4,217
10,650

$45,996
42,095
112,434
80,451
100,848
95,266
7,720
20,096
10,427
57,965
4,840
6,815
25,098
20,030
9,357
4,787
41,093
16,405
19,117
27,097
12,260
3,125
13,460
11,205
8,400
7,600

RESPONSE
RATE
91%
70
54
100
57
52
70
97
95
69
74
74
51
70
100
78
80
53
54
65
87
44
*
80
88
52

PARTICIPATION
RATE
90%
67
53
54
56
51
70
96
93
69
74
74
50
65
100
78
65
53
54
65
85
44
*
80
88
51

DEANERY 4 - MINOT AREA
PARISH
St. Nicholas, Garrison
St. Mary, Foxholm
St. Philomena, Glenburn
St. Agnes, Kenmare
Immaculate Conception, Max
Little Flower, Minot
Our Lady of Grace, Minot
St. John, Minot
St. Leo, Minot
St. Jerome, Mohall
St. Ann, Berthold
St. John, Lansford
St. Anthony, Donnybrook
St. James, Sherwood
St. Joseph, Bowbells
Sacred Heart, White Shield

GOAL

TOTAL
GIFTS

$27,915
14,568
9,299
15,997
5,174
65,396
157,240
99,114
112,937
10,362
9,945
7,244
4,982
10,965
6,295
806

$38,758
7,361
8,983
11,239
6,190
57,904
142,094
62,337
101,053
7,040
7,835
5,750
2,210
4,921
5,765
668

RESPONSE
RATE
65%
58
69
59
57
57
48
47
41
40
64
63
35
41
78
21

PARTICIPATION
RATE
63%
56
69
58
52
57
47
47
40
40
61
60
35
39
74
21

DEANERY 5 - WILLISTON AREA
PARISH
St. Patrick, Crosby
St. Anthony, Mandaree
St. Anthony, New Town
St. Bridget, Parshall
Holy Rosary, Stanley
St. Thomas, Tioga
Epiphany, Watford City
St. Joseph, Williston
St. John, Portal
St. Luke, Noonan
St. Boniface, Grenora
St. Joseph, Twin Buttes
St. Elizabeth, Makoti
Sacred Heart, Plaza
St. James, Powers Lake
St. Michael, Ray
Our Lady, Alexander
St. John, Trenton

GOAL

TOTAL
GIFTS

$12,293
4,990
7,124
5,368
28,616
13,041
18,743
112,372
5,339
6,583
9,209
884
4,547
2,980
6,293
8,879
1,605
2,545

$11,570
1,825
25,625
8,435
44,180
10,562
20,450
174,396
2,950
7,240
20,970
2,900
3,050
2,385
10,295
8,474
13,850
3,265

RESPONSE
RATE
54%
25
47
60
64
59
45
50
75
87
100
36
80
78
59
73
47
35

PARTICIPATION
RATE
54%
25
47
57
64
59
45
50
75
87
78
29
80
78
59
73
47
35
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Update from Sacred Heart Monastery

By Sister Renée Branigan, OSB
For a relatively small monastic
community (22 members) we
have had much to celebrate
this summer! We rejoiced with
six jubilarians: Sisters Monica
Thome, Perpetua Steiner, Brigid
McLean and Annella Gardner for
their 75th anniversary of their
monastic profession; Sister Ruth
Fox for her 60th; and Sister Paula
Larson, prioress, her 50th jubilee.
The total 410 years of monastic
profession is a record year for
us! To add to the summer’s joy,
Sister Maryann Nowakowski made
her first monastic profession at
Vespers on July 19.
Sister Monica was born near
Grenora and reared on her
parents’ farm. After entering
community she was trained
and served as a nurse, nursing
supervisor and in-service director
for most of her years of service,
especially at St. Vincent’s Care
Center in Bismarck and St. Luke’s
Hospital in Crosby, and later as
the hospitality and spirituality
coordinator at Marillac Manor in
Bismarck. Presently Sister Monica
is a resident at St. Benedict’s
Health Center in Dickinson.
Sister Perpetua comes from the
Mott area. She served for many
years on our various missions as
cook and housekeeper and created
countless lovely things with her
crochet needle. At ninety-nine
years old she is still sharp and
going strong, ever-faithful to our
Office and Eucharist as well as
hours of her own personal prayer.
She is our go-to person when we
have a question about something
in our history and we very seldom
hear “I don’t know” as an answer—
her memory is remarkable!
Sister Brigid came to us from
a farm near Outlook, Mont.,
and became one of our best
teachers in grade and high school
throughout North Dakota and at
our academy in Bogotá, Colombia.

Besides teaching, she served
the community in a variety of
capacities: subprioress, formation
director, treasurer, etc. Her high
energy, ability to organize and toss
what needed tossing, and gentle
willingness to help out in any way
she could helped make her a mostloved community member. When
she felt she needed more care
with the daily things, she chose to
go to St. Vincent’s Care Center in
Bismarck and frequently expresses
her gratitude for the loving care
she receives there.
Sister Annella is a native of
Sanish, a town that was lost with
the building of the Garrison Dam.
She, too, served as teacher as well
as principal and administrator
in various Catholic schools.
After serving as the community
subprioress and principal of our
Sacred Heart Academy in Minot,
she became a founding member
of our mission in Bogotá. Upon
her return, she served as assistant
administrator at St. Vincent’s
Care Center before moving home
to the monastery for various
responsibilities. When she needed
more care than we could provide,
she chose to live at the Richardton
Health Center.
Sister Ruth, originally from
a farm near Stanley, was first
election as prioress in 1973, an
office she held until 1981. She
was reelected in 2005 and served
another six years. She has spent
much of her time in some form
of leadership, either as prioress
for a total of fourteen years, or as
the president of our Federation
of St. Gertrude for nine years, or
as formation director, or as the
director of our Spirituality Center.
She continued her education
in Scripture, monasticism and
Women’s Studies and, as a result,
was a popular writer, retreat
director and presenter at various
conventions and symposiums.
Presently she is formation
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The Benedictine sisters at Sacred Heart Monastery in Richardton have had an eventful
summer celebrating a total of 410 years of monastic profession and the first monastic
profession of Sister Maryann Nowakowski. Pictured above, standing left to right are Sister
Brigid McLean, Sister Ruth Fox, Sister Perpetua Steiner and Sister Paula Larson, prioress.
Sitting left to right are Sister Monica Thome and Sister Annella Gardner. (Submitted
photo)

director and organist here at the
monastery.
Last, but first (she’s the
prioress), Sister Paula celebrated
her golden jubilee of monastic
profession on her birthday, July
5. A native of Peerless, Mont.,
she earned Master’s degrees in
psychiatric nursing and Christian
Spirituality which prepared her
well for her work at St. Luke’s
Hospital in Crosby, St. Vincent’s
Nursing Home and Marillac
Manor in Bismarck, the Badlands
Human Service Center in
Dickinson, and the Sacred Heart
Benedictine Foundation. One
could also say her background
prepared her well for serving as
our prioress for more than fifteen
years and counting! She gracefully
possesses the interpersonal
skills to navigate the monastic
community and each individual
sister, as well as her warm ability
to deal with the public.

Sister Maryann, reared in a
Polish Catholic family in Cranford,
N.J., came to the monastery in
November 2012 to begin her
monastic formation. Besides
classes that relate primarily to
our community (our history and
Constitutions), she continues
the joint classes with the Abbey
monks in formation (Monastic
Spirituality, Christian Spirituality,
Praying the Psalms, etc.). She
works in the kitchen, garden,
portress office and with the llamas,
while in her leisure time she spins,
crochets, knits and cultivates
exquisitely lovely flowering plants.
What really gives us joy when it
comes to jubilees and the making
of monastic profession is the lives
of these individual women whose
search for God reveals how clearly
they have been found by God.
These lives, given to the Lord,
enrich us and the whole world.

Holy Father’s Prayer Intentions
for October
• Peace. That the Lord may grant peace to those parts
of the world most battered by war and violence.
• World Mission Day. That World Mission Day may
rekindle in every believer zeal for carrying the Gospel
into all the world.

PROTECTING OUR CHILDREN
The Diocese of Bismarck is firmly committed to the health and protection
of our children, young people and vulnerable adults. With the hope of
healing the pain and suffering from sexual abuse in the Catholic Church, we
encourage anyone who has suffered from this abuse to please come forward
and let us know. To report allegations of sexual abuse, please contact:
Dale Eberle, Chancellor, Diocese of Bismarck, PO Box 1575, Bismarck,
ND 58502-1575. Phone: 701.223.1347 or 1.877.405.7435. The complaint
form and policies can be found on the diocesan web site at http://www.
bismarckdiocese.com.

CODE OF PASTORAL CONDUCT
The Catholic Church must be exemplary: Clergy, staff, whether diocesan
or parish, and volunteers are held accountable for their behavior. To enable
the highest level of accountability, there must be a clear and unambiguous
definition of appropriate behavior. To this end, this Code of Pastoral Conduct
is defined for the Diocese of Bismarck and it provides a foundation for
implementing effective and enforceable standards for all personnel. View
the Code of Pastoral Conduct at http://www.bismarckdiocese.com.
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to the THIRST 2014
sponsors
and all who attended
the conference!
Listen to the speakers talks to be posted soon on bismarckdiocese.com.
Click on “Audio downloads” under the News tab.
Mylo Kramer
Operations Manager

Al Fitterer Architect PC

243 S. Paul Ave., Linton, ND
Office: 701-254-4689
Cell: 605-216-0416
khbek@bektel.com

200 Third Avenue NW / PO Box 129
Mandan, ND 58554
Phone (701)663-7543 • Fax (701)663-7544

Anthony Loyola
St. Joseph’s Builders

Charles and Joan
Schaefbauer

The
“STUD”
Guys

Beach
1-800-404-4212
Golva
1-701-872-3696

HOMES
Chad Glasser • 701-290-2332

Appert Farms, Inc.
Mike and Linda Appert
Hazelton, ND
Parker Pladson • 701-290-6734

Deacon Jim and Peggy
Wosepka
St. Joseph Roman
Catholic Church
St. Joseph’s Council, Golva

Mandan, ND

Affordable | Serious | Catholic
Honored sponsor and host of
the THIRST 2014 Men’s Conference.

St. Bernard’s
Catholic Church
Belﬁeld, ND
Fr. Bill Ruelle, Pastor

Daily adoration
since 1939
Mass times:
Saturday, 4 p.m.
Sunday, 8:30 a.m.
Parish Website:
saintbernardbelﬁeld.com
Minot:
10 South Broadway
Bismarck: Kirkwood Mall

Dickinson: 2234 I-94 Bus. Loop E.
Williston: 1602 2nd Ave West

www.ikeatingfurniture.com

Fr. Bill’s Sermons:
theprairiepreacher.com

it us!

Stop and vis
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You are invited to attend the

Annual Diocesan
White Mass
which will be held on

Monday, October 20, 2014
at 5:30 p.m.
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit
520 Raymond Street
Bismarck, North Dakota

Introducing
YourFaithYourVote.org
BISMARCK – The North
Dakota Catholic Conference has
launched a new website that will
serve as an educational resource
for N.D. voters as the 2014 general
election approaches.
YourFaithYourVote.org
contains directions on how to
obtain and submit an absentee
ballot, lists of questions that
can be posed to candidates, and
info on important issues that the
bishops of North Dakota have
identified.
“The website guides Catholics
so that they can cast a vote
informed by faith and reason,”
explained Christopher Dodson,
executive director of the N.D.
Catholic Conference, the official
liaison for the dioceses of Fargo
and Bismarck in matters of public
policy. “Nothing in our lives
should be separated from our
faith. To hold back our faith when
we cast a vote is holding back part

of ourselves from God.”
The site has been used during
previous elections, but it is
revamped and re-launched each
election year, Dodson said, with a
renewed focus on timely issues.
“North Dakota is still a
state where you can meet your
candidates. For that reason,
the issues are presented on the
website as questions that people
can print off and bring to a
candidate forum, put in a purse,
or post on the refrigerator so it is
ready when the candidate knocks
on your door.”
The list of questions addresses
topics such as the economy, care
for the poor, family life and more.
Links to identify a voter’s district
are available on the site, as well
as email addresses for all state
representatives.
The 2014 general election date
is Tuesday, Nov. 4.

The special Mass honors
physicians and
those involved in the
medical field.

The ND Worldwide Marriage Encounter team would like to thank

Mark and Mary Jantzer
for their many years as registration couple for weekends held throughout
the state. This Minot couple has devoted MANY volunteer hours to get
couples to what many say was “the best weekend of our lives”.
Many blessings, Mark & Mary!
The new number to call, for those who want to register for a weekend,
is: 701-347-1998 or go to: www.wwme.org
John and Tena Weinand
ND Worldwide Marriage Encounter Team

OCTOBER 2014

Dakota Catholic Action | 11

Diocesan Roundup

St. Alexius signs agreement with Catholic Health Initiatives
BISMARCK – Catholic Health
Initiatives (CHI) and St. Alexius
Medical Center have signed
a definitive agreement for St.
Alexius to become a direct affiliate
of the CHI system. The two
organizations also have agreed
to the formation of a regional
coordinated health system with
their combined hospitals, clinics
and other care providers in central
and western North Dakota over
the next few years.
Pending review and approval
by state regulatory agencies,
the agreement for St. Alexius to
become a CHI affiliate should
close by the end of the calendar
year.
“Working together, we can
build on our strengths of rural and
faith-based care; and do it more
efficiently in light of healthcare
reform,” said Kevin Lofton, chief
executive officer of CHI.

“Since 1885, the Benedictine
Sisters of Annunciation Monastery
have been committed to providing
quality health care in North
Dakota through St. Alexius
Medical Center,” stated Sister

Nancy Miller, OSB, St. Alexius’
board president. “Working
together with CHI through this
agreement provides an exciting
opportunity to strengthen that
commitment. We sisters, along
with St. Alexius and CHI, will
continue to work in fulfilling the
mission, ‘Let all be received as
Christ.’”
St. Alexius President and CEO
Gary P. Miller said, “Health care
delivery is in a state of transition
and change. Our new affiliation

with CHI will continue our
sponsorship and mission while
providing the opportunity to
deal with the new challenges in a
collaborative and coordinated way
with a system that shares the same
values. Together with CHI, we will
continue to do great things!”
The definitive agreement
concludes several months of
discussion and research. St Alexius
will remain under the sponsorship
of the Benedictine Sisters of
Annunciation Monastery and
retain its local Board of Directors.
The regional health system
would include, but not be limited
to: CHI Carrington Health
(Carrington); CHI Mercy Medical
Center (Williston); CHI St.
Joseph’s Health (Dickinson);
CHI Mercy Hospital (Devils
Lake); St. Alexius Medical Center
(Bismarck); St. Alexius Garrison
Memorial Hospital (Garrison);

Community Memorial Hospital
(Turtle Lake); St. Alexius Garrison
Clinic (Garrison); St. Alexius
Mandan Clinic North (Mandan);
St. Alexius Minot Medical Plaza
(Minot); St. Alexius Washburn
Clinic (Washburn); St. Alexius
Regional Asthma Clinic (Lincoln).
Catholic Health Initiatives,
a nonprofit, faith-based health
system formed in 1996 through
the consolidation of four Catholic
health systems. The Englewood,
Colo. based CHI operates in
18 states and comprises 87
hospitals. In fiscal year 2013,
CHI provided $762 million in
charity care and community
benefit, including services for the
poor, free clinics, education and
research. Learn more at www.
catholichealthinitiatives.com.

UPCOMING EVENTS
■ Fall Gala for Dickinson schools
Dickinson Catholic Schools will hold its
14th annual Fall Gala Oct. 12. The event
begins at 4:30 p.m. with a social and
silent auction. Dinner will be served at
5:30 p.m. with a live auction to follow.
Tickets are $60 and can be purchased at
dickinsoncatholicschools.com by clicking
on “Fall Gala.”
■ St. Ann parish mission
The Church of St. Ann in Hebron will be
holding a parish mission led by Fr. Ken
Geraci of the Fathers of Mercy on Oct. 5-9
titled “Renewal in Christ.” Geraci established
a $4.5 million software company and
focused on money, fitness and success
before finding his way back to the Catholic
Church. Those of all levels of faith are
invited, from those who “are madly in love
with Jesus” to those who “hate religion.”
Contact the church for more information:
stanns@westriv.com, stannshebron.
sharepoint.com.
■ White Mass for physicians
The public is invited to attend the Bismarck
Diocese’s annual White Mass, which will
beheld on Oct. 20 at 5:30 p.m at Cathedral
of the Holy Spirit in Bismarck. The special
Mass honors physicians and those involved
in the medical field.
EVENT SUBMISSIONS
DEADLINE: The Dakota Catholic Action is
published monthly except for July. Material
deadline is noon the first Friday of the month
for the following months’ publication (ex: first
Friday in January for the February issue of
the DCA). Recurring or ongoing events must
be submitted each time they occur to be
included.
ACCEPTED MATERIAL: Brief notices of upcoming events hosted by diocesan parishes
and institutions. Items are published on a
space available basis.
SUBMITTED ITEMS MUST INCLUDE:
For consideration each event must be listed
individually and include:
• Time and date of event
• Full event description including related
times
• Complete address of event venue
• Contact information of individual
responsible for submitted material
E-MAIL: info@bismarckdiocese.com
MAIL: DCA Calendar, PO Box 1137,
Bismarck, ND 58502-1137

Fall festivals in the Bismarck Diocese
Church of Sts. Peter & Paul
Location: 505 N. 2nd St., Strasburg
Date/Time: Oct. 5, 4:30 p.m.
Menu: Fried chicken, country style sausage, rice
dressing, homemade pies & desserts
Price: Adults $10, children grades K-6 $6,
preschool $2
*Includes bingo after supper & raffle drawings at
9 p.m.

Church of St. Theresa
Location: Grant County Fair building; 261 Main St.
S., Carson
Date/Time: Oct. 19, begins at 11 a.m. MT
Menu: Fleischkeuchle, strudel, German sausage &
knoephla soup
Price: Adults $8, children ages 6-12 $4, ages 3-5 $3
*Includes bingo, raffle, midway, silent auction,
children’s carnival & Chinese auction

Church of St. Anthony
Location: 2362 County Rd. 136, St. Anthony
Date/Time: Oct. 5, 12-4 p.m.
Menu: Fried chicken, roast beef, potatoes, kuchen
& trimmings
Price: Adults $8, children ages 3-12 $4, under 3
free
*Includes bingo, silent auction, games and raffle.
The church is now handicap accessible.

Church of St. Joseph
Location: 240 E. Broadway St., Dickinson
Date/Time: October 25, 4:30 p.m.
Menu: Borscht soup, pigs in the blanket, cheesy
potatoes, apple salad, sugar kuchen and
beverages
Price: Adults $12, ages 4-18 $8, under 3 free
*Includes Mass at 5 p.m.; silent auction and bake
sale will be held

Church of St. Pius V
Location: 202 N. 3rd St., New Salem
Date/Time: Oct. 5, 10 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Menu: Chicken, roast beef, fresh mashed potatoes,
gravy, buns & pies
Price: Adults $8, children ages 4-12 $4, under 4 $1
*Includes children’s carnival, cake walk, raffle,
bake sale, silent auction & gift shop

Church of St. Anne
Location: 1321 Braman Ave., Bismarck
Date/Time: Oct. 26, 9 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
Menu: Brunch includes egg bake, sausage, fruit &
muffin
Price: Free will offering
*Includes blind silent auction of 20 beautiful
baskets, a market of fresh canned produce from
parishioners’ gardens and $3,000 in raffle prizes

Church of St. Katherine
Location: 200 1st Ave. N., Braddock
Date/Time: Oct. 12, 4:30-6:30 p.m.
Menu: Chipped beef, mashed potatoes, gravy,
hamburger rice, homemade buns & pie
Price: Adults $12, children grades 1-8 $6, under 6
free
*Includes bingo at 6 p.m. in the community hall
Church of St. Mary
Location: 800 E. Broadway Ave., Bismarck
Date/Time: Oct. 12, 4-6 p.m.
Menu: Turkey, mashed potatoes/gravy, dressing,
green bean casserole, pie, cake & beverage
Price: Adults $7, children ages 4-12 $3
*Silent auction will be held during dinner

Church of St. Mary
Location: 437 Main St., New England
Date/Time: Nov. 1-2—begins at 5 p.m. Saturday
and 11 a.m. Sunday
Menu: Serving turkey and trimmings on Saturday;
fried chicken and roast beef on Sunday
Price: Adults $12, children ages 6-12 $6, under 5
free
*Includes bingo, midway & silent auction
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Run to Win

1 Cor. 9:24

MICHELLE DUPPONG
MONSIGNOR TOM RICHTER

Hidden from the learned
Life with a brother who has Down’s Syndrome

His name is Andy. He’s my
brother. He has Down’s Syndrome.
He is not Down’s Syndrome, as
it is often said; rather, he has
Down’s Syndrome. In the same
way that people are not cancer,
they have cancer, Andy has Down’s
Syndrome.
Andy is a man of innocent
obsessions. For example, for
years every
day he would
eat ketchup
sandwiches.
(Yes, it is exactly
what you think.)
We grew up on
a farm and for
years, Andy had
Andy Richter
a seemingly
personal
relationship with our John Deere
tractor. He would talk to it; he
would hug the tires; he would show
it pictures; he would sleep in it.
Walker Texas Ranger was his
longest and strongest obsession.
He dressed like him (he will
still wear a sheriff’s badge and
cowboy hat for special occasions
in imitation of him) and would
talk about him all the time and to
everyone; classmates, teachers,
the person at the checkout counter
at the local grocery store, etc. My
mother had to regularly give Andy
directives to tone down the heroworship of Walker. She did this
because it could become annoying
to others and because, due to
impaired speech, when Andy said
the word “Texas” it sounded closer
to “Sexas” and when he said the
word “Ranger” it sounded more
like “Changer.” Having her son
speak to the whole world about
“Walker Sexas Changer” caused my
humble mother to blush on several
occasions.
The present obsession
that brings him the most
discouragement and sadness is the
Minnesota Vikings. That needs no
further explanation. They have that
effect on every one of their fans.
Andy is special in many ways.
He attended the special education
program of the large local public
high school. The special education
students received their “diplomas”
at the same ceremony with all of
the other students. There were
more than 400 students who
graduated that day, but there
was only one for whom the entire
student body stood in ovation. It
was not the quarterback, it was
not a cute cheerleader, it was not
the student body president. It was
Andy.
I was ordained a priest in 1996.
My first assignment was being the
parochial vicar at the Cathedral
of the Holy Spirit in Bismarck.
As part of my duties, the rector
of the Cathedral had me start a
Wednesday evening catechism
class for the parishioners who

attended the public high schools.
After I introduced myself at the
first class, one of the kids—sitting
way in the back of the room—
raised his hand and said, “Can you
say your name again?”
I said again, “Father Richter.”
He then asked, “Are you Andy’s
brother?”
I smiled. It was humbling and
heartwarming to know that in that
young man’s eyes I was known as
Andy’s brother, not the other way
around. It may be the same way in
God’s eyes, and I would not mind
that.
Some years ago my mother and
I were having a conversation about
the spiritual life. At one point in
the conversation, I asked her where
she most commonly experienced
the consoling presence of God.
Without a pause, she said, “Each
morning when I give Andy a hug.”
Andy is truly special.
Andy was born November 28,
1978, two days before the feast
day of his namesake St. Andrew
the Apostle. He was fragile, like all
babies, but even more so. He was
helpless like all babies, but more.
He did not walk for years and did
not talk for even longer. He needed
us; he really needed us. That’s the
truth. We knew that.
There is another truth that I
kind of, sort of, knew in 1978, but
not really; however, after having
Andy in our family for 35 years, I
have come to learn it and embrace
it with great conviction. It’s a
truth that is not easily embraced
in a culture that does not respect
the dignity of human life in all its
stages, not because this truth is not
known, but because it is feared. I
think it is feared because it exposes
us; it exposes the powerlessness
of the powerful; it exposes the
dependence of the independent;
it exposes the lack of freedom in
those who want freedom of choice
for ignoble reasons; it exposes
what is hidden from the clever and
the learned. It is feared in the ways
Jesus is feared. It is resisted in the
ways we resist the good news of the
Gospel.
The simple truth is this: my
family needed Andy. Yes, he
needed us. But we needed him
more. He needed us for the needs
of the body; we needed him for the
needs of the soul. He needed us for
life on earth; we needed him for
life in heaven. More than 2,000
years ago, our precious and good
God sent to us our gift of salvation
in the life of a baby. The Father
saved us by giving us a baby. He
still does. And to my family’s sweet
surprise and great joy, He did that
in a special way, by giving us a
baby with Down’s Syndrome.
■ Richter currently serves as rector of
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit in Bismarck.

Where healing
begins
Confession. Why do we find it
so hard to run to Christ’s mercy
in this sacrament when we fall?
A few years back I was struck
by a video by the Christian
band Tenth Avenue North and
their song “Healing Begins.”
The lead singer explained how
when we think of our sins as
“just between us and God,” we
become comfortable with our
sins. However, if we confess
our sins to another person, we
realize we need a savior—that
we cannot save ourselves.
Unbeknown to him, he (as a
non-Catholic) was advocating
and validating our human
need for the sacrament of
reconciliation.
While I was a missionary
at the University of NebraskaLincoln, I came across a similar
experience. As part of a prayer
week on campus, some nonCatholic ministries had a
“Confession Box” in the middle
of campus where you could go in
and anonymously confess your
sins to another person. This
blew my mind! God was stirring
a desire for confession in their
hearts.
However, as Catholics, we
don’t just go around confessing
our sins to anybody; we confess
our sins to a priest—Jesus Christ
Himself acts through the priest
in dispensing the grace of the
sacraments—and priests are
bound by the seal of confession
to never reveal a single sin a
particular person has confessed.
Christ instituted this
sacrament after His resurrection
when He appeared to the
apostles and said, “‘Peace be
with you. As the Father has
sent me, even so I send you.’
And when he had said this, he
breathed on them, and said to
them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If
you forgive the sins of any, they
are forgiven; if you retain the
sins of any, they are retained’”
(Jn. 20:21-23). Christ won’t

forgive and heal you if you don’t
ask Him to—He respects your
free will that much!
Even if you haven’t
committed any mortal sins
(which cut us off from God’s
life in our souls), it is good to
regularly (once a month) confess
our sins. Here are some of the
benefits of regularly confessing
our venial sins:
• We receive the mercy of
God—He forgives us and we
are reconciled to God and the
Church (sin is never private;
our sins hurt the whole Body of
Christ)
• We form our consciences—
Unfortunately, there’s no
surplus of well-formed
consciences these days!
• We’re given the grace to
fight future temptations
• Allows us to be healed of our
wounds by Christ
• We are able to progress in
the life of the Spirit—become
holier
• By receiving the Father’s
mercy through the sacrament
frequently, we realize our own
weakness and are spurred on to
be more merciful to others.
Confession is an
embarrassing act. We’re
naturally repulsed by it. Why?
Well, there are many reasons
including pride, shame and
apathy. What’s holding you
back? Is it fear that the priest
will think differently of you? Or
do you think you should have
conquered this sin by now? Or
is it that you look around and
think you’re not as bad as a lot
of other people?
Whatever is preventing you
from running to confession,
now is the time to remove this
obstacle and let the healing
begin.
■ Duppong, a native of Haymarsh, N.D.,
has served as director of faith formation
for the Bismarck Diocese since July 2012.

What’s holding
you back?
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Making Sense out of Bioethics
FR. TAD PACHOLCZYK

Of proxies and POLSTs
The good and the bad in end of life planning
Planning for end of life
situations is important. We should
put in place an advance directive
before our health takes a serious
turn for the worse and we are no
longer able to indicate our own
wishes or make our own decisions.
Advance directives can be of two
types: living wills and health care
agents.
The best approach is to choose a
health care agent (a.k.a. a “proxy”
or a “durable power of attorney
for health care”). Our agent then
makes decisions on our behalf
when we become incapacitated.
We should designate in writing
who our health care proxy will be.
The National Catholic Bioethics
Center (http://www.ncbcenter.
org) and many individual state
Catholic Conferences offer
helpful forms that can be used
to designate our proxy. Copies
of our completed health care
proxy designation forms should
be shared with our proxy, our
doctors, nurse practitioners,
hospice personnel, family
members and other relevant
parties.
In addition to choosing a health
care proxy, some individuals may
also decide to write up a living will
in which they state their wishes
regarding end of life care. Living
wills raise concerns, however,
because these documents attempt
to describe our wishes about
various medical situations before
those situations actually arise,
and may end up limiting choices
in unreasonable ways. Given the
breathtaking pace of medical
advances, a person’s decisions

today about what care to receive
or refuse may not make sense at
a later point in time. In the final
analysis, it is impossible and
unrealistic to try to cover every
medical situation in a living will,
and it is preferable to have a
proxy, a person we trust, who can
interact with the hospital and the
health care team, weigh options in
real time, and make appropriate
decisions for us as we need it.
A new type of living will known
as a “POLST” form — a tool for
advance planning — also raises
concerns. The POLST form (which
stands for Physician Orders
for Life Sustaining Treatment)
is a document that establishes
actionable medical orders for a
patient’s healthcare. The form is
typically filled out with the help of
trained “facilitators” — usually not
physicians — who ask questions
about patients’ health care wishes,
and check boxes on the form that
correspond to their answers. The
facilitators receive training that
can lead them to paint a rather
biased picture of treatment
options for patients, emphasizing
potential negative side effects
while side-stepping potential
benefits or positive outcomes.
POLST forms thus raise several
significant moral concerns:
1. The approach encouraged
by the use of POLST forms may
end up skewed toward options
of non-treatment and may
encourage premature withdrawal
of treatments from patients who
can still benefit from them.
2. Filling out a POLST form may
preclude a proxy from exercising

his or her power to protect the
rights of the patient, since the
form sets in motion actual medical
orders that a medical professional
must follow. As a set of standing
medical orders, the POLST
approach is inflexible. Many

“The implementation
of a POLST form can
lead to mandated
orders for
nontreatment in a
way that constitutes
euthanasia.”
POLST forms begin with language
like this: “First follow these orders,
then contact physician or health
care provider.” Straightforwardly
following orders created outside
of a particular situation may be
ill-advised, improper and even
harmful to the patient.
3. In some states, the signature
of the patient (or his or her proxy)
is not required on the POLST.
After the form has been filled
out, it is typically forwarded to a
physician (or in some states to a
nurse practitioner or a physician’s
assistant) who is expected to sign
the form. Thus, in some states, a
POLST form could conceivably
be placed into a patient’s medical
record without the patient’s
knowledge or informed consent.
In a recent article about POLST

forms in the “Journal of Palliative
Medicine,” approximately 95
percent of the POLST forms
sampled from Wisconsin were
not signed by patients or by their
surrogates. Fortunately, in some
other states like Louisiana, the
patient’s signature or the signature
of the proxy is mandatory for the
form to go into effect.
The implementation of a
POLST form can thus be used to
manipulate patients when they are
sick and vulnerable, and can even
lead to mandated orders for nontreatment in a way that constitutes
euthanasia. The POLST template
represents a fundamentally flawed
approach to end of life planning,
relying at its core on potentially
inappropriate medical orders and
dubious approaches to obtaining
patient consent.
Notwithstanding the pressure
that may be brought to bear on a
patient, no one is required to agree
to the implementation of a POLST
form. Patients are free to decline
to answer POLST questions from a
facilitator, and should not hesitate
to let it be known that they instead
plan to rely on their proxy for end
of life decision making, and intend
to discuss their healthcare options
uniquely with their attending
physician.
■ Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. earned his
doctorate in neuroscience from Yale and did
post-doctoral work at Harvard. He is a priest
of the diocese of Fall River, MA, and serves
as the Director of Education at The National
Catholic Bioethics Center in Philadelphia. See
www.ncbcenter.org.

Ag Attitudes
JAMES ODERMANN

Living and dying, inch by inch
“I am dying inch by inch.”
Those words hit me like a
sledgehammer. I recalled the vitality, effusiveness and energy of the
woman bemoaning the fact that it
was taking so long to die.
In the world of agriculture, I
witness life and death on a daily
basis, whether it is plants, animals
or even machinery. The concept is
not foreign to me, but this revelation was an approach that I had
never heard—an honest, stark,
succinct self-assessment and acceptance of the inevitable.
As I walked away from the visit,
I had more questions about my
own mortality. At present, as far as
I know, I am not afflicted with any
type of disease or fatal diagnosis
but I also know death is inevitable.
Am I ready for my pending
death, whenever that will be? Am

I ready to meet God face to face, to biogerontology.
As a witness to the wonders of
give an accounting of my thoughts,
words and deeds—or lack or them? life on the prairie, I have a front
row seat to the changing of the seaWhat can I do to make sure that
sons, how God offers me opportuI get over the fence into eternity
nities to care for the
with God?
resources of the air,
Life is
water and land. It
lived inch by
is my duty to make
inch, second
“...my
life
is
supposed
sure God’s creations
by second,
are properly cared
and to hear
to be
for and respected.
this comIn the same way
ment in the
as a member of the
fall of the
church commuyear was so
nity in the Bismarck
appropriDiocese, God calls
ate. In the
me to live accordBismarck
Diocese in this part of the northern ing to the code “love one another
as you love yourself.” I am called to
hemisphere, senescence abounds
remember that my life is supposed
in plants and animals. Senescence
is defined as a biological aging and to be a reflection of the endless
love God lavishly pours out.
the science of biological aging is

a reflection
of the endless
love God lavishly
pours out ”

God doesn’t ask for anything.
God wants me to figure out that
living second by second also may
mean dying inch by inch. God, in a
sense, is cheering for me, hoping I
see the good in his creation.
I must live—and die—inch by
inch. In the end, there is nothing
that I can do that really comes
close to the infinite mercy and love
of God, but I have the free will to
do the best I can and then ask for
God’s mercy.
I pray I can make the right
choices.
Care to join me?
■ Odermann lives with his wife Leona on
the family farm in Billings County. They are
members of the Church of St. Patrick in Dickinson and assist with eucharistic celebrations
there as well as at the Churches of St. Bernard
(Belfield) and St. Mary (Medora).
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I was afraid to ask
FR. JARED JOHNSON

“Father, what kind of clothes do
you wear on your day off?”

“What do you eat for breakfast?”
“Did you ever have a girlfriend?”
Welcome to my life.
In spending most of my time as a priest in
a high school setting, I greatly enjoy both
the variety and the authenticity of the
questions that many of my students have.
I also enjoy the honest questions they
have about the priesthood. I have noticed,
however, that in addition to the often
“surface level” questions they have about
the life of a priest, there is an additional
question that seems to be continuously
entering their young hearts: Is it lonely to
be a priest?
This question seems to be a very common
fear for those who are considering
responding to the Lord’s invitation to be a
priest. I believe that many young men say
to themselves, “I’d love to be a priest, but I
don’t want to be lonely.”
This legitimate concern simply is not the
case for the many happy and healthy
priests I know and here’s why.
In asking the question, “Is it lonely being a
priest?” a more fundamental question to
ask would be, “Is a priest a human being?”
Why? Because if a priest experiences
loneliness, I can honestly say it is not due
to a faithful commitment to his celibate
vocation. Rather, the reason for a priest’s
potential loneliness is very similar to
the reason that any person experiences
loneliness.
Some may think that in order to avoid
loneliness, a person must have a spouse,
sexual relationships and children. But
this is in no way accurate. It is safe to say
that every human being experiences
moments of loneliness in varying degrees,
whether it is from the death of a loved
one, discouragement at work, depression,
sin, or you name it.
However, I have had enough
conversations with men and women
who are happily married with beautiful
children and successful careers…yet they
still experience a longing in their hearts
for something more. This longing for
something more that we all experience
is meant to serve a distinct purpose—
namely, to remind us that only in a
relationship with God do we find ultimate
peace and fulfillment.

CATHOLIC TRIVIA

It can be disheartening for a priest to be
constantly pegged as some kind of “lonely

bachelor” because he does not have a
wife and children of his own. At the same
time, it is important to acknowledge that
moments of loneliness are possible—and
in many cases inevitable. But loneliness
need not be the overriding emotion in
the life of a priest, nor should it.
Any man who has been ordained
is certainly not surprised by the
commitment he made on the day of his
ordination to remain celibate for the
rest of his life for the sake of Christ and
His Church. If, however, a priest begins
to experience some type of loneliness
that is negatively impacting his priestly
ministry, oftentimes it is because of a
failure in responding to the basic needs
of every human person: the need for
knowing we are loved, the need for
healthy relationships with others, and
most importantly the need for a real and
life-giving relationship with Christ.
If a heavy sense of loneliness begins
to set in for a priest, it is essential for
him to quickly and firmly turn all of
his energy towards getting back to
the basics. And what are those things
that are foundational for a priest? Most
priests would highlight the importance
of daily Mass and prayer, nurturing and
maintaining healthy friendships and
finally, taking care of his physical needs
(i.e., getting enough sleep, healthy eating
and some level of physical exercise).
Am I happy to be a priest? Most certainly.
Are there moments of loneliness? Sure—
but then again, welcome to the human
race!
Does the faithful living of a celibate
vocation automatically equal loneliness?
Nothing could be further from the truth.
The celibate vocation of a priest allows
us to live a kind of radical abandonment
to Christ and His Church. Just as Christ
laid down His life for the entire human
race, we priests are called every day to lay
down our lives for the people entrusted
to our care. This is not something that we
just say; it is something that we live.
And in talking to any happy and joyful
priest that you know, you will soon
discover that the life of a priest is anything
but lonely—it is a life that is real, it is a life
that is deeply connected to others, and
most importantly, it is a life of sacrificial
love for Christ and His people.
■ Fr. Johnson is the chaplain at St. Mary’s
Central High School and parochial vicar
at Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, both in
Bismarck. He can be followed on Twitter
@frjaredjohnson. If you have a question
you were afraid to ask, now is the time to
ask it! Simply email your question to info@
bismarckdiocese.com. Enter “Questions I
was afraid to ask” into the subject line.

Test yourself!
1. Whom of the following is NOT considered a Doctor of
the Church?
A. St. Jerome
B. St. Hilary of Poitiers
C. St. Anthony of Padua
D. St. Thomas More
2. Which mysteries of the Rosary are especially reserved
for Mondays?
A. Luminous
B. Glorious
C. Sorrowful
D. Joyful
3. Where is the Garden of Eden thought to be located?
A. Iran
B. Iraq
C. Saudi Arabia
D. Israel
1. (D) St. Thomas More 2. (D) Joyful 3. (B) Iraq

Q:
A:

Is it lonely being a
priest?
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Balancing Church
& State
CHRISTOPHER DODSON

The Montana lesson

Examining what happens when courts create abortion rights
Gallup recently concluded a
comprehensive survey of all 50
states on a variety of indicators including economics, public affairs,
education, the environment and
well-being. The result: North Dakota ranks first among the states
on almost every measurement.
The findings come as no surprise.
Other surveys show North Dakotans giving high ranks to the North
Dakota legislature and other
elected officials.
Democrat or Republican, this
is mostly good news for the state’s
incumbents. With approval ratings that high, voters are unlikely
to remove sitting lawmakers. A
consistent rule in politics is that
people don’t like to rock the boat
when the boat appears to be on the
right course.
Despite the will of the people,
however, the “boat” can be rocked,
forced to change direction, or even
capsized by the courts. Recognition of this real threat to North
Dakota’s success and way of life is
why a bipartisan majority of the
North Dakota Legislative Assembly put Measure 1 on the ballot.
Measure 1 is an amendment to
the state constitution. It states:
“The inalienable right to life of
every human being at any stage of
development must be recognized
and protected.”
The state’s elected lawmakers
put Measure 1 on the ballot in
response to a court decision by a
local judge in Fargo. That judge
struck down a reasonable safety
regulation regarding the use of
abortion-inducing drugs on the
grounds that the North Dakota
Constitution contains a “right to
abortion” that is so broad that
even laws upheld by the U.S.
Supreme Court would be found

“Despite the will of
the people, however,
the “boat” can be
rocked, forced to
change direction,
or even capsized
by the courts.”
unconstitutional under the state
constitution.
The judge’s “reasoning” is that
the “liberty clause” of the state
constitution means that a woman
can abort her child without any
meaningful oversight by the state
to protect her health and safety
or, where possible, the life of the
unborn child. That portion of the
North Dakota Constitution states:
“All individuals are by nature
equally free and independent and

have certain inalienable rights,
among which are those of enjoying
and defending life and liberty . . .”
Most people reading this may
ask why the right to life in the
same sentence does not prevent
this kind of ruling. Apparently, the
judge did not think that the right
to life applied to every life. For
that reason, legislators responded
with Measure 1, which would
document what we had always
thought: that the existing right to
life applies to every human being
at any stage of development.
The defeat of Measure 1 would
have devastating consequences
for our state. It would mean that
courts could decide that this expansive “liberty” right trumps the
right to life, especially for the unborn, disabled and depressed. For
abortion advocates from places
like New York and California, this
is exactly what they want. They
have already established expansive rights to abortions in about a
dozen states, but never one based
on a liberty clause—something
every state constitution possesses.
For them, what the judge in Fargo
provided was the ultimate prize: a
road map for securing an almost
unlimited right to abortion in
every state.
Montana illustrates what happens when state courts are given
free reign to create abortion rights.
The courts in Montana have
struck down popular laws limiting
taxpayer funding for abortions,
requiring parental notice prior to
a minor undergoing an abortion,
requiring a 24-hour reflection period prior to an abortion, informed
consent requirements, and even a
law requiring that only a licensed
physician perform an abortion.
But it does not stop there. A judge
in Montana has concluded that the
“right to abortion” found in the
state constitution also provides a
right to assisted suicide.
Surveys show that a majority of
North Dakotans is pro-life. Perhaps most Montanans are as well.
The difference between North
Dakota and Montana is that abortion advocates were allowed to use
the courts to block common-sense
pro-life laws to protect unborn
children, the sick and dying, and
women’s health and safety.
These laws are part of the social
fabric that built the culture of life
in North Dakota. They are part of
what makes North Dakota such
a great place to live. Let’s stop
outside interests groups from
destroying what North Dakotans
have created. Let’s pass Measure 1
this November.
■ Dodson serves as executive director of the
N.D. Catholic Conference, the official liaison
for the dioceses of Fargo and Bismarck in
matters of public policy.
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Healing after abortion
through Rachel’s Vineyard
I attended a Rachel’s
Vineyard retreat after hearing
about it for many years, but
being too afraid to have to
deal with what it might entail.
It turned out to be the most
wonderful, comforting and
healing experience I have ever
known, and I wish that I had
done it a long time ago.
I had spent over half of my
life hiding this secret of having
had an abortion from my loved
ones, but in doing so, it was
also ruining my life. There was
so much grief , sorrow and
guilt that was never allowed to
surface. Instead I would just
stuff it away, but this was a
tremendous weight to bear for
all those years, and it resulted in
deep depression.
Little did I know that there
were people like myself who
have had the same experience,
and who wanted to share their
stories in order to help me find
peace and healing. This retreat

enabled me to vent all of my
feelings—good and bad—in a
loving, non-judgmental and
confidential environment. I was
able to unload everything I had
been holding in for so many
years, and actually acknowledge
and honor my baby for the first
time!
It brought me closer to
God than ever before, with
the most sacred and profound
feelings of love that I have
ever experienced. I learned
how to accept God’s love and
forgiveness, which in turn
helped me to love and forgive
myself.
I will be forever grateful
to the wonderful people who
continue to provide this
amazing opportunity of hope
and healing for anyone who has
been affected by an abortion.
I highly recommend this
retreat—it is truly a lifesaver!
-Anonymous Rachel’s
Vineyard retreat participant

A Rachel’s Vineyard retreat weekend
for spiritual and emotional healing after abortion
will be held in the Bismarck area

Nov. 14-16
Participation is strictly confidential.

If you are suffering from an abortion,
please contact the local Rachel’s Vineyard retreat coordinator,
Carol Kling: 605-374-5639 or ckling@sdplains.com.
You can also visit rachelsvineyard.org
or register online at bismarckdiocese.com.

Consider making a donation to the

Diocese of Bismarck Seminarian
Scholarship Fund

Pope Frank
ABBEY NAGEL

Rebels in
marriage
I recently saw a headline about
Pope Frank celebrating a wedding
Mass at St. Peter’s for 20 couples.
I thought this interesting: why did
Pope Francis choose to celebrate
a wedding Mass? It might
have something to do with the
extraordinary bishops’ synod on
the family coming up in October.
It might have something to do
with the fact that a pope hasn’t
presided at a wedding Mass in 14
years. Or, it might just be the fact
that Pope Frank wants to show us
that he believes in marriage- in my
marriage and yours.
Back in 2013 when he was at
World Youth Day, Pope Frank
talked about growing in holiness
through the vocation of marriage,
and the challenges that society
presents. “They say that it
is not worth making a lifelong commitment, making a
definitive decision, ‘forever’,
because we do not know
what tomorrow will bring.
I ask you, instead, to be
revolutionaries, I ask you to
swim against the tide; yes, I am
asking you to rebel against this
culture that sees everything as
temporary and that ultimately
believes you are incapable of
responsibility, that believes you
are incapable of true love.”
So we are encouraged to be
rebels…and according to Pope
Frank to be a rebel means to
show that we are capable of true
love. That’s real food for thought.
Rebelling by showing true love. It
doesn’t sound very rebellious…
But look again at the Pope’s
words: “because we do not know
what tomorrow will bring.”
Making a commitment to be
faithful to something forever, with
the future unknown, is a kind of
risk. Hence the rebellion.
But the rebellion doesn’t stop
once we’ve said “I Do.” The act
of true love isn’t a one-time deal.
It happens 100 times a day. In

his address to these 20 couples
who were married in St. Peter’s
in September, Pope Francis
explained that families are the
bricks of society.
“This is what marriage is all
about: man and woman walking
together, wherein the husband
helps his wife to become ever
more a woman, and wherein the
woman has the task of helping her
husband to become ever more a
man. This is the task that you both
share.”
Wow, talk about a task! Helping
your spouse become more of
who they were meant to be. No
pressure, right? But think about
how different things would be if
more couples kept this in the front
of their minds- amidst arguments
and simple everyday life.
Think of how much easier it
would be to not be a rebel, as far
as love and marriage go. There
would be no commitments, no
important tasks of helping each
other grow. And also not a whole
lot of happiness. Because, to be
frank, without these important
commitments and tasks, there can
be no true love.
Pope Frank’s constant support
of marriage should inspire us to
step up our own game within our
marriages. It’s time to stop taking
the easy way out, even within
our marriage commitments. It’s
time to stop tearing each other
down and instead, start building
each other up to be better men
and women. Sure, it’s easier
to get angry about it and point
fingers. But it’s certainly not more
rebellious…it’s actually cowardly.
Though we’d never admit that…
And we are pretty lucky to be
the kind of rebels that have the
Pope’s support, wouldn’t you say?
■ Nagel is the executive assistant to the
bishop at the Diocese of Bismarck. Her
column on the words and actions of Pope
Francis appears bi-monthly in the DCA.

❑ Yes, I/we wish to make the following gift to this challenge.
❑ $1,000
Name

❑ $5,000

❑ $10,000

❑ Other ________

______________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
Phone ______________________________________________________
Email

______________________________________________________

Please make check payable to:
Catholic Foundation for the People of the Diocese of Bismarck
Mail to: Center for Pastoral Ministry,
P.O. Box 1137, Bismarck, ND 58502-1137
The donors will match gifts in the range of $1,000 to $10,000 up to December 31,
2014. Gifts of all sizes are appreciated. The ND Tax Credit of 40% will apply for gifts
between $5,000 and $50,000. For more information, please contact Kim Dvorak,
701-204-7206 or kdvorak@bismarckdiocese.com; or Mike Kiedrowski, 701-204-7201,
or mike@bismarckdiocese.com.

Note from the Diocese:
Upon his resignation, the Diocese of Bismarck would
like to extend a special thank you to Matthew Kurtz, who
has served in the Office of Communications over the past
two years. Thank you, Matthew, for your great service and
for your dedication to spreading the Gospel to as many
people and in as many ways as possible!
We would like our readers to know that with the
resignation of Mr. Kurtz, the publication of the DCA may
be affected for the next month or two. Know that we are
diligently searching for a new director of communications
and editor of the Dakota Catholic Action. In the
meantime, we invite you to follow current events in the
Diocese on our website: www.bismarckdiocese.com.
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Reach nearly 23,000 homes in western North Dakota by advertising in the Dakota Catholic Action newspaper!
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Giving
Made Easy
Go to catholicfoundationdob.com to create your own
online giving account and donate to your favorite endowment.
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Advertise your
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Contact us at 701-204-7190
to find out how advertising in the
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SPONSORED BY SPIRIT OF LIFE

myspiritoflife.com

AT THE

BELLE MEHUS AUDITORIUM
201 N 6TH STREET BISMARCK, ND 58501

OCTOBER 9TH, 2014
7-9 PM
Tickets are $35 (no reserved seating) and may be purchased at
myspiritoflife.com.
Funds raised will go to the Spirit of Life Food Pantry.
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Craftsmanship is the Standard
701-663-7691
hopfaufcustomhomes.com

