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Opening the door to mercy
THIRST conference provides special opportunity
Mercy is the theme of the
upcoming THIRST conference
coinciding with Pope Francis’
proclamation of an Extraordinary
Jubilee Year of Mercy. Not only
will attendees be treated to
world-class speakers and spiritual
enrichment, there’s a chance for a
life-changing pilgrimage to a Holy
Door of Mercy.

To pass through
the Holy Door is to
follow Jesus in and
through this life
to eternal life with
God in heaven.
– Bishop Kagan

Bishop Kagan notes that the
pilgrimage is a holy journey.
“The Holy Door itself represents
Jesus Christ, the Way, the Truth
and the Life through Whom we
have access to the Father. To pass
through the Holy Door is to follow
Jesus in and through this life to
eternal life with God in heaven.”
Those attending the conference
in Bismarck Oct. 28-30 will have a
special opportunity to visit one of
the four Holy Doors designated in
the diocese—the Cathedral of the
Holy Spirit.
Four churches in the diocese
have been designated as places of
pilgrimage including St. Joseph,
Williston; St. Leo the Great,
Minot; and St. Mary’s, Richardton
at Assumption Abbey.
24 Hours of Mercy
New this year to the THIRST
event will be 24 Hours of Mercy
during which time the sacrament
of reconciliation will be offered
continuously—from 10 p.m.
on Friday, Oct. 28 to 10 p.m.
on Saturday. Priests will hear
confessions during this entire
period, in addition to other
designated times during the
conference.
“The graces received during the
24 hours of mercy during THIRST

2016 are both sanctifying and
actual graces,” said Bishop Kagan.
“Going to confession, of course,
one receives the sanctifying grace
of absolution; however, we also
receive the actual grace of the
sacrament which helps us to
recognize temptations to sin and
reject them.”
Receiving a plenary indulgence
With the Jubilee centered on
the mercy of God, the pope wishes
to open the door especially to the
excluded—sinners and saints alike.
That door may serve, he hopes,
as their path to their liberation in
more ways than one. By making
a pilgrimage to one of the holy
door sites, the faithful may receive
a plenary Jubilee Indulgence
available during the Extraordinary
Jubilee of Mercy.
Indulgences are two kinds:
partial and plenary. A partial
indulgence removes part of the
temporal punishment due for sins.
A plenary indulgence removes all
of it. This punishment may come
either in this life, in the form of
various sufferings, or in the next
life, in purgatory. What we don’t
get rid of here we suffer there.
Bishop Kagan explains,
“The key to understanding
this indulgence is to rightly
understand the worthy reception
of the sacrament of penance.
Continued on page 3
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Mural transforms church

An image of the Blessed Virgin Mary
welcomes those who approach St. Mary’s
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Town & Country Celebration
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Bishop David D. Kagan

Remain committed to knowing your faith
FROM THE BISHOP

Bishop David D. Kagan

B

y the time you receive
this issue of our Diocesan
newspaper our Catholic
Schools will have opened for
another year and, soon enough,
our Parish Religious Education
programs will begin again.
I want to take this opportunity
to thank all of you parents for
entrusting your children to the
care of our Church to assist you in
the teaching of our Catholic Faith
to them. To all of our dedicated
teachers of Religion in our schools
and parishes, I say thank you for
not only your good work but for
the examples of your lives which
teach the Faith as much as any
words you may use.

We all know that our children
need to learn and retain the
objectively true and accurate
knowledge which they receive by
taking classes in those necessary
natural and secular courses so that
they will be able to be productive
and competent adults. What is
of even greater importance to
you parents and your children is
that both you and they know our
Catholic Faith. What do I mean by
“knowing” our Catholic Faith?
As Catholics, we profess our
Faith in the Creed. This is what we
believe; however, there is much
more to our belief. We must know
what we believe; why we believe it
and then why and how we practice
what we believe.
All of this begins with you, the
parents of our children. It is your
solemn and binding right and duty
to educate your children in our
Faith. This is done much more by
the example you give them from
day to day than anything else.
If you do not go to Mass each
Sunday and Holy Day, if you do
not pray every day at home, if you
do not practice any good works
and penances for your children
to see and, in time to join in with
you, they will not know our Faith.
Our Catholic schools and Parish
Religious Education programs can
help you do this for yourselves and
your children. Our schools and
parish programs can never take
your place.

BISHOP IN ACTION

The very same holds true for
our parents who have made that
great commitment to home school
their children. Just as for the
children in our Catholic schools
or Parish Religious Education
programs, so for home schooled
children when it comes to the
knowing and practicing of our
Faith, the obligation is always that
of the parents first.
Our Catholic schools in
the Diocese of Bismarck are
recognized for the excellence of
the education which our dedicated
teachers and administrators
provide our children. Because
of the presence and dedication
and zeal of our parish priests and
all the more that of the priests
assigned to teach in our Catholic
School systems, the religious
education of our children is
excellent. I have witnessed the
real impact our priests have had
and continue to have on your
young people and I am edified
and I would hope you are as well.
I intend to keep our commitment
to this essential apostolate of our
Holy Church, to teach the Faith
in season and out of season in all
circumstances and in every place,
and always with love for God and
His holy people.
Please continue to pray for and
support all of our efforts to teach
the truths of our Faith and to help
all to come to know, love and serve
our good God better each day.

•

BISHOP’S
SCHEDULE
•
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Sept. 5-8

• Fall Clergy Conference,
Rough Rider Hotel, Medora
Sept. 9
• Mass for Catholic
Homeschool Group,
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit,
Bismarck, 11:30 a.m.
Sept. 10
• Light of Christ Catholic
Schools celebration at new
St. Mary’s Central High
School location, 5 p.m.
prayer
Sept. 11
• Confirmation at the Church
of St. Leo, Minot, 11 a.m.
Sept. 14
• Installation Mass of Fr. John
Guthrie, Church of St. Pius V,
New Salem, 7 p.m.
Sept. 15
• Diocesan Finance Council
Meeting, Center for Pastoral
Ministry, Bismarck, 10 a.m.
Sept. 16
• Real Presence Radio Fall Live
Drive, 8 a.m.
• Home on the Range board
meeting, Center for Pastoral
Ministry, Bismarck, 12 p.m.
Sept. 18
• Confirmation for the
Churches of St. Bonaventure,
Underwood, St. Edwin,
Washburn, and St. Catherine,
Turtle Lake, at Underwood,
10:30 a.m.
Sept. 20
• Real Presence Radio
interview, 9 a.m.
Sept. 21
• Confirmation at the Church
of Christ the King, Mandan,
7 p.m.
Sept. 22
• Mass and Pastoral Visit to
St. Vincent’s Care Center,
Bismarck, 9 a.m.
Sept. 24
• Celebration of Marriage
Mass, St. Therese, Church of
the Little Flower, Minot,
11 a.m.
Sept. 25
• Confirmation at the Church
of St. Joseph, Dickinson,
10:30 a.m. MT
Sept. 26-29 • Catholic Extension Mission
Bishops Conference,
Lincolnshire, IL

Holy Father’s Prayer Intentions
for September
Universal: Centrality of the Human Person
That each may contribute to the common good
and to the building of a society that places the
human person at the center.
Evangelization: Mission to Evangelize
That by participating in the Sacraments and
meditating on Scripture, Christians may
become more aware of their mission to
evangelize.

SOCIAL MEDIA
Search “Bismarck Diocese” on YouTube for
videos from the Church in western N.D.
Photo by Deacon Joe Krupinsky
Bishop Kagan offers the Holy Eucharist to residents during Mass on his annual visit to St.
Gabriel’s Community in Bismarck.
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Invitation for St. George Trek
Retreat to help those discerning religious vocation
Are you a Catholic Boy Scout or
Venture Scout who feels that God
may be calling you to a religious
vocation? Have you ever thought
about doing a high adventure trek
at the Philmont Scout Ranch?
If so, the Diocesan Catholic
Committee on Scouting would
encourage you to consider
applying for the 2017 St. George
Trek. The 2017 trek begins on
July 5, 2017 in Albuquerque, New
Mexico where scouts are formed
into crews and receive initial
training and instruction before
being bussed to the ranch.
The St. George Trek is
sponsored by the National
Catholic Committee on Scouting
as a high adventure retreat that
is designed to help young men
and women discern whether they
are being called to a religious
vocation. Youth, under the
guidance of selected priests,
religious and seminarians spend
11 days hiking the beautiful trails
of Philmont Scout Ranch in the
Sangre de Cristos range of the
Rocky Mountains in Northern
New Mexico. Female crews are
formed if there is enough interest

Mandan Knights
of Columbus
efforts recognized
Knight of Columbus St. Thomas
Moore Council 2760 at St. Joseph
in Mandan were recognized at the
state convention this spring for
two events that had significant
impact on their faith communities.
The first-ever “Supper and
Substance” event was held last
January to raise awareness to
the calling to religious vocations.
Guest speakers included Bishop
Kagan, Sr. Thomas Welder,
O.S.B., Fr. Shane Campbell,
St. Joseph pastor; and Gloria
and Tim Wanner, seminarian
parents. Approximately 300
people attended; and more than
$9,000 was raised at the event
with net funds given to diocesan
seminarians.
The first-ever Cajun Cowboy
Fais Do Do Festival drew 400
people to enjoy a night of
music, shrimp, okra gumbo and
jambalaya. The Louisiana-inspired
event raised $10,000 for the
St. Joseph Church, School and
daycare. More than 30 Knights
of Columbus members and their
families volunteered for the event.

Knight of the Year
The council
member, Donald
Sauviac, Jr., who
founded and cochaired these two
events was the
selected Knight
of the Year.
Sauviac, and his
Donald Sauviac, Jr
wife, Glynda,
moved to Mandan from Louisiana
a little less than two years ago and
are active members at St. Joseph
Church. Don also introduced
another new event last year called
the Knights of Columbus Pistol
Shootout.

and are led by women religious
(yes, nuns in hiking boots).
Interested participants must
submit a letter indicating interest
and reason for wanting to
participate in the St. George Trek
no later than September 15, 2016.
Candidates must be emotionally
mature adolescents who will be
15 years of age on or before July
1, 2017. They must also be able
to handle the physical demands
of mountain backpacking.
Participants must also commit to
assisting the Diocesan Catholic
Committee of Scouting in
promoting the Religious Emblems
program for one year following the
trek.
The Diocese of Bismarck
may sponsor and send up to
two youth for the trek and will
cover the cost of the registration
fee. Transportation expenses to
and from Albuquerque and any
personal expenses would be the
responsibility of the participant.
Letter of interest should be sent
to: Deacon Harvey Hanel, 1918
S Grandview Ln, Bismarck, ND
58503.
—Submitted information
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Opening the door to mercy
Continued from page 1

When we confess our sins to a
priest and receive sacramental
absolution for our sins they
are forgiven. However, we still
must make satisfaction for the
damage our sins have done to
our relationship with God and
others. To obtain a plenary
indulgence by offering prayers
and/or performing good works
and penances is making up
for that damage we did. This
is satisfaction for our sins
which have been forgiven in
confession.”
All Catholics who visit one of
these churches and its Holy Door
of Mercy on pilgrimage and who
fulfill the conditions ordinarily
attached to an indulgence
(remission of temporal
punishment for sins already
forgiven, see canon 992) shall,
with the proper intention and
disposition, receive the plenary
Jubilee Indulgence available
during the Extraordinary Jubilee
of Mercy. The conditions for
receiving this plenary indulgence
are:
1. Must be a baptized
Catholic in the state of grace

(free from mortal sin) at time of
the pilgrimage.
2. Must internally express a
detachment from and rejection
of sin at time of the pilgrimage.
3. Must make a sacramental
confession within several days
before or after the time of the
pilgrimage, preferably, but not
required, on the day itself.
4. Must receive Holy
Communion within several days
before or after the time of the
pilgrimage, preferably, but not
required, on the day itself.
5. Must pray for the intention
of the Holy Father at the time of
the pilgrimage fully satisfied by
reciting one Our Father and one
Hail Mary; or any other prayer
according to individual piety
and devotion, if recited for this
intention.
The Holy Doors of Mercy in
the diocese officially opened
last year on Dec. 13 and will
remain open until the close of
the Jubilee Year on Nov. 20.
Anyone with questions regarding
the Holy Door of Mercy or the
receipt of the plenary Jubilee
Indulgence should contact their
parish priest.

Fall festivals in the Bismarck Diocese
St. Hildegard

Location: Menoken
Date/time: Sept. 11, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Menu: Sausage, roast beef, pies, buns and all the
trimmings
Cost: Adults $10, children ages 4-10 $5, free for
ages 3 and under Includes: games, bingo, music,
and sales of home-baked goods, fresh garden
produce, religious articles, crafts and white
elephant sale.

St. Philomena

Location: Selfridge High School (two blocks south
of Cenex)
Date/time: Sept. 18, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. (central)
Menu: Roast beef and sausage with all the
trimmings
Cost: Free-will offering
Includes: bingo, silent auction and raffle drawings.
Mass at 10 a.m.

St. Mary

Location: Hague
Date/time: Sept. 11, 5 p.m.
Menu: Swiss steak, rice dressing, pie, and all the
trimmings
Includes: bingo at 6:30 p.m. in the K of C Hall and
raffle

St. Anthony

Location: Linton (K of C Hall)
Date/time: Sept. 18, 4 to 6:45 p.m.
Menu: Fried chicken, ham, hamburger rice, mashed
potatoes, coleslaw, cranberry salad, and variety of
desserts, along with all the trimmings
Includes: silent auction, bingo at the parish center
starting at 5 p.m. and raffle drawing at 8 p.m.

St. Bonaventure

Location: Underwood
Date/time: Sept. 25, 4:30 to 7 p.m.
Menu: Salad bar, fried chicken, mashed potatoes,
gravy, corn, buns, desserts and beverage
Cost: Adults $10, children 6-12 years $5, and 5 and
under free

St. Anthony

Location: St. Anthony
Date/time: Oct. 2, Noon
Menu: Fried chicken, roast beef, potatoes, kuchen
and trimmings
Cost: Adults $10, children 3-12 $5, children under
three free
Includes: Verein Hall activities from 12:30 to 4
p.m. of bingo, silent auction, paddle wheel and
other games, ending with drawings for parish and
Christian Mothers raffles. St. Anthony Church is now
handicap accessible.

St. Pius V

Location: New Salem
Date/time: Oct. 9, 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Menu: Chicken and roast beef, mashed potatoes
and gravy, vegetable, salad, buns and pies
Cost: Adults $10, $5 for children ages 4-12 $5, ages
four and under $1 Includes: children’s carnival, cake
walk, raffle, bake sale, silent auction and gift shop.
Polka Mass at 10 a.m. (central).

St. Mary’s

Location: Bismarck
Date/time: Oct. 2, 4 to 6 p.m.
Menu: Turkey, mashed potatoes, dressing, gravy,
dinner rolls, green bean casserole, beverages,
pumpkin and apple pie, and angel food cake
Cost: Adults $9, children ages 3-8 $4
Includes: silent auction during dinner

St. Katherine

Location: Braddock
Date/time: Oct. 9, 4:30 to 6:30 p.m.
Menu: Chipped beef, mashed potatoes, gravy,
hamburger rice, coleslaw, corn, relishes, homemade
buns and pie
Cost: Adults $12, grades 1-8 $6, under six free
Includes: raffle prizes and bingo at the community
hall at 6 p.m.

Dickinson Catholic Schools invites everyone to their 16th ann
4:30 p.m. with dinner at 6 p.m. Live and silent auction to follow
dickinsoncatholicschools.com or inquire at any of the schools
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UPCOMING EVENTS

The front of the church before the mural.

The completed mural.

Mural transforms New
England church
Image of Mary welcomes visitors

An image of the Blessed
Virgin Mary welcomes those who
approach St. Mary’s Church in
New England.
A wall that was once a blank
canvas, has been transformed into
an 819-squarefoot work of art
entitled “fellowship
limitless.” The
concept of the
mural is God the
Father giving His
Only Son, His
sacred heart, to
Fr. Biju
humanity.
“God gave His Son to us
through Blessed Virgin Mary.
She is the channel God used to
give His Son to us,” explained
Fr. Biju Chitteth, pastor of St.
Mary’s parish. “Now she stands
as a channel or interceder to
connect us to God. Mary, with
open hands, welcomes everyone to
the church. The people standing
are from all the races, classes and
genders.”
Fr. Biju, along with Fr. Steven
Folorunso of the Church of Holy
Trinity in Hettinger, met with the
artist last year to discuss the idea.
With input from parishioners and
the approval of the church council,
Fr. Biju was ready to proceed.
Nigerian artist Dotun Popoola
took about two weeks to complete
the project.
“He put together our ideas of

the images,” Fr. Biju said of the
process. “I took all the ideas to
Bishop Kagan and he selected
one from the designs. We started
it on June 27, on the feast of Our
Mother of Perpetual Help although
it was not planned that way. That
was a ‘signature’ of Blessed Virgin
Mary or an approval of perpetual
help to have that mural on St.
Mary’s with the perfect selection of
the mural theme.”
Fr. Biju said the mural has been
dedicated in honor of the Year
of Mercy which emphasizes how
God’s mercy is always available. A
special event is being planned to
commemorate the mural.
“We are keeping our door open
for everyone and the mural is an
outward expression of that.” Fr.
Biju said. “On Sunday, Sept. 18
starting here at St. Mary’s, we are
planning to go to five churches in
Dickinson deanery and pray one
decade of rosary at each church—
St. Patrick, St. Wenceslaus, and
Queen of Peace, in Dickinson,
St. Mary’s in Richardton and St.
Elizabeth in Lefor.”
Plans are in the works for the
addition of a grotto at the church
when the artist comes back in
October to complete the cross
in St. Mary’s Cemetery. Bishop
Kagan will be invited to bless
all the projects once they are
completed.
—Staff report

■ Light of Christ celebration
Sept. 10
The Light of Christ Catholic Schools
will be hosting a community
celebration on Saturday, Sept. 10 at
555 Hwy 1804 NE near the site of
the future St. Mary’s Central High
School. Gates will open at 4:30 p.m.
with games and hayrides to the
future campus site beginning at 5
p.m. Bishop Kagan will bless the
land at 5:45 p.m. followed by food,
entertainment and fireworks to top
off the night. The event is free and
open to everyone. Limited seating
is available. Those attending are
encouraged to bring lawn chairs
and blankets. See the advertisement
on page 7 of this issue for more
information.

on Sunday, Oct. 9 at the Astoria Hotel.
Social begins at 4:30 p.m. with dinner
at 6 p.m. Live and silent auction to
follow. Tickets are $60. For tickets or
sponsorships, call 483-6085, www.
dickinsoncatholicschools.com or
inquire at any of the schools.

■ Serra Club breakfast Sept. 18
The Bismarck-Mandan Serra Club
pancake breakfast for religious
vocations is Sunday, Sept. 18 from 9
a.m. to 1 p.m. at the St. Mary’s Central
High School cafeteria. Pancakes,
sausage, eggs, juice and coffee will
be served. Cost is $8 for adults, $4
for children age 10 and under, and
free for children under age 3. All
proceeds to benefit vocations. The
Serra Club of Bismarck-Mandan has
been supporting religious vocations
for more than 50 years.

■ White Mass Oct. 17
The public is invited to attend the
Bismarck Diocese’s annual White
Mass, which will be held on Monday,
Oct. 17 at 5:30 p.m. at Cathedral
of the Holy Spirit in Bismarck. The
special Mass honors physicians and
those involved in the medical field.

■ Catholic Charities Sunday
in September
The weekend Masses on Sept. 24-25
are dedicated to bringing awareness
and support of the services offered
by Catholic Charities of North
Dakota. A short video presentation
will be shown in each parish and
then parishioners will join together
in prayer for the clients, staff, and
supporters of Catholic Charities North
Dakota (CCND). Parishioners will also
have an opportunity to learn more
about this ministry and support the
works of mercy that happen each and
every day at CCND. Information will
be available in parishes or learn more
at www.catholiccharitiesnd.org.
■ Red Mass Oct. 3
Bishop Kagan will be celebrating
the Red Mass on Monday, Oct. 3 at
noon at Cathedral of the Holy Spirit.
This Mass is to honor judiciary and
attorneys. The public is welcome to
attend.
■ Dickinson Schools gala Oct. 9
Dickinson Catholic Schools invites
everyone to their 16th annual fall gala

■ Search weekends
Search for Christian Maturity is
a weekend retreat experience
sponsored by the Catholic Diocese
of Bismarck. The weekends are for
anyone of high school or college
age (at least 15 years old). Search
weekends are held at the Badlands
Ministries Camp just south of Medora.
Upcoming weekends for 2016-17
are: Oct. 14-16; Dec. 9-11; Jan. 20-22;
March 3-5; and April 21-23.

■ Volunteers needed for
THIRST 2016
Join us October 28-30, 2016 at the
Bismarck Event Center for THIRST
2016. This exciting and free event
has something for all ages and
backgrounds. Featured guests
include: Edwin Cardinal O’Brien,
Dr. Ray Guarendi, Audrey Assad,
Leah Darrow, Fr. Dwight Longenecker,
Cat.Chat, and others. Volunteers are
needed in various areas including:
security, signage, facility planning,
information committee, and food
coordinators. Contact Holly Krumm at
hkrumm@bismarckdiocese.com.
■ Holy Trinity Church
celebrates 100th
The public is welcome to Holy Trinity
Church in Hettinger to celebrate their
100th anniversary on Sunday, Nov.
13. Bishop Kagan will be the main
celebrant at the 10:30 a.m. Mass.
Reception to follow at the armory.
■ Marriage encounter weekends
The next Worldwide Marriage
Encounter weekends are Nov. 11-13
in East Grand Forks, Minn. and that
same weekend in Medora. Early
registration is highly recommended.
For more information, visit our
website at: ndwwme.org or contact
Rob and Angie at 701-347-1998.

Called to Christ

Photo by Deacon Joe Krupinsky

Seems fitting that four of our diocesan seminarians are
named after some well-known evangelists for Christ—
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. Luke DeMers, Matthew
Koppinger, Mark Aune, and John Windsor are pictured
here at the recent Bismarck-Mandan Serra Club summer
gathering. Prayers are requested for them and all 29 of our
seminarians as they return to formation study this fall.

SEPTEMBER 2016

Catholic Action Bringing Christ into everyday life

Dakota Catholic Action | 5

From St. James to St. James
Couple walks the Camino de Santiago
By Christopher and Rosalie
Dodson
Editor’s note: This is the first
of three in a series documenting
different perspectives of the
Camino de Santiago journey
to the final resting place of St.
James in Spain. The following is
a first-person account of the walk
completed earlier this spring.
“Father, we pray for these
pilgrims, Rosalie and Christopher,
who are soon to leave these
shores to travel to the tomb of St.
James the Great in Santiago de
Compostela.”
With that
blessing
from
Monsignor
James Wald
at St. James
Basilica in
Jamestown,
we began a
pilgrimage
that would
take us
Monsignor Jeffrey Wald
to two
blesses the Dodsons’
packs before they depart. continents,
six countries, and a 160-mile
journey by foot with rain, sun, and
hail, through Portugal and Spain.
Our destination was the Cathedral
de Santiago de Compostela in
Spain, the tomb of St. James
the apostle. Literally, it was a
pilgrimage from St. James to St.
James.
Rosi first suggested that we
walk the Camino de Santiago
as a way to celebrate our 25th
wedding anniversary and as a way
to give thanks for the recovery
of our daughter from a two-year
debilitating illness. By the time
we finally set off, Pope Francis
declared the Jubilee Year of
Mercy, which added another
dimension to our pilgrimage.
Porto, Portugal, with its steep
hills and narrow streets, provided
the starting point for the walking
part of our journey. Officially,
we started at the city’s cathedral.
We took in the beauty of the
medieval church—one of many
we would visit—prayed and asked
for the intercession of St. James.
A cathedral representative then
stamped our pilgrim credentials.
The credential is a booklet that
documents a pilgrim’s journey to
Santiago. Churches, alburgues,
cafes, and tourist centers along
the way stamp your credential
to verify that you have walked
the Camino. We said another
prayer and started following
the yellow arrows which guide
pilgrims all the way to Santiago de
Compostela.
We were surprised and moved
by the faith of the Portuguese. It
is widely reported that while 80%
of Portuguese are “nominally”
Catholic only about 18% practice
the faith and attend Mass. You
wouldn’t know that by what we
saw walking through the country.
Expressions of the Catholic faith
were everywhere, and not just
as part of the region’s cultural
heritage. Even the newest homes
had ceramic tiles with religious
themes embedded on the sides of

houses. Many homes had banners
outside celebrating the Easter
season. Every time we came
upon an open church there were
worshipers inside. On Sundays
the churches were full. One early
evening we came across a packed
church where Mass had started. It
was a Friday.
Many chapels, shrines, and
roadside crosses dot the way
through Portugal, providing
opportunities to rest, drink water,
and pray. Prayer comes in many
forms. As the pilgrimage went
on, it seemed that we prayed less
verbally and that our steps, sore
muscles, breaths—indeed all of
our labors—became a form of
prayer, accompanied by a choir of
raindrops, click-clacking hiking
poles, and crowing roosters. The
physical effort was not trivial. This
was not a hike or a sightseeing
tour. It was a pilgrimage.
The experience was, at the same
time, often beautiful. We breathed
in God’s creation, and experienced
the people, food, and drink of that
section of Portugal and Spain. We
met pilgrims of all ages from other
countries. some were Catholic,
some were not. Some did not
consider themselves religious, but
all were searching for something.
Many who have completed
the Camino say that the journey,
not the destination, is more
spiritually rewarding. Perhaps it
comes from the challenge of the
journey. Perhaps it comes from
the humbling simplicity of walking
with everything you have on your
own back day after day, relying
only on the two feet God gave you,
all the while being subjected to the
ways of his Creation, including the
weather.
Just as moving as the tomb
of St. James itself was the
realization that we were walking
the same trails and ancient
Roman roads that thousands of
saints, sinners, knights, peasants,
royalty, tradesmen, monks, and
countless others had used to
reach the apostle’s final resting
place. Principalities, revolutions,
and entire economic and political
systems had come and gone
and yet people continue to walk
the same paths to the Tomb of
Santiago.
Along
the Camino,
people leave
stones near
crosses and
shrines,
representing
their sins,
Stones from St. James
Basilica left at the
burdens,
Cathedral in Santiago.
and prayers.
Before we left Jamestown, Msgr.
Wald gave us two stones that were
preserved from the Basilica steps
when they were rebuilt. We took
our stones all the way to Santiago
de Compostela and left them in
the cathedral’s courtyard, creating
a physical connection between St.
James Basilica in Jamestown and
St. James himself. Through the
intercession of Santiago, we asked
for God’s mercy, and continued on
the pilgrimage of this earthly life.

The Dodsons arrive at the Cathedral de Santiago de Compostela.

Our Camino de
Santiago
Destination: The tomb of
Saint James at the Cathedral of
Santiago de Compostela, Spain
St. James: Brother of St. John
and an apostle of Christ. Tradition
holds that he preached in what
is now Spain and Portugal before
returning to Palestine where he
was beheaded in 44 A.D. His
body was purportedly brought
back to northwestern Spain.
Origin: Christians began
pilgrimages to Santiago de
Compostela in the Ninth
Century.
The Portuguese Way of St. James.

Number of Pilgrims:
262,459 pilgrims in 2015
(number only includes those
that chose to receive an official
pilgrim certification from the
archdiocese)
Ways of St. James: There are
at least 13 official routes.
Portuguese Routes: There are
three routes through Portugal,
all of them starting or passing
through the city of Porto.
Distance from Porto to
Santiago: 260 kilometers
(160 miles)
Means of Travel: foot
Duration: Nine and a half days
Accommodations: guesthouses,
hostels, and alburgues. Alburgues
are places to sleep that serve
only pilgrims. They can be like
dormitories or like a family
home.

Yellow arrows mark the way to Santiago.

Find out more at:
https://stjamestostjames.
wordpress.com
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Obituary

Reverend
Eugene R. Bova

The Reverend Eugene R. Bova,
84, passed away on July 26, 2016,
in Aurora,
Colorado.
Mass of
Christian
burial was
held Aug.10,
at the
Cathedral
of the Holy
Spirit in
Rev. Eugene R. Bova
Bismarck,
with the
Most Reverend David D. Kagan,
Bishop of Bismarck, officiating.
Burial took place at St. Mary’s
Cemetery, Bismarck.
Reverend Eugene Bova
was born March 19, 1932, in
Flushing, N.Y., the son of Joseph
and Irma (Craig) Bova. He
attended St. John’s University in
Brooklyn, N.Y. from 1949-1951
and graduated with a Bachelor
of Arts Degree in Philosophy
from Immaculate Heart of Mary
Seminary, Winona, Minn. in 1953.
He was accepted as a seminarian
for the Diocese of Bismarck in
1954 and continued his studies
at St. Paul Seminary in St. Paul,
Minn. He was ordained a priest
for the Diocese of Bismarck at St.
James Pro-Cathedral, Brooklyn,
N.Y., on June 1, 1957, by the Most
Reverend John Boardman.
His first assignment in the
Diocese of Bismarck was assistant
pastor of the Church of St. Mary
in New England until June 23,
1960. For the next year, he served
as assistant pastor at the Church
of Christ the King in Mandan. In
June of 1961, he became a parttime assistant at the Cathedral of
the Holy Spirit in Bismarck and
served there until Sept., 1962. He
also began serving as part-time
chaplain at the State Training
School, now known as the North
Dakota Youth Correctional Center.
From 1962-1972, he served as
administrator of the Church of St.
Martin in Huff. He then became
pastor of the Church of St. Vincent
in Mott, and served there until
1983. He returned to the Church of
St. Mary in New England as pastor
and served there for the next four
years.
His last assignment began
on July 1, 1987, as pastor of the
Church of St. Agnes in Kenmare
and St. Anthony in Donnybrook.
On July 1, 1989, he retired and
relocated to Bailey, Colo. Along
with parish duties, he was also
involved in various diocesan
boards and councils including
Personnel Board, P.M.A. Board,
Priests’ Council, Diocesan
Tribunal and Metropolitan
Tribunal. He was also a member
of the 4th Degree Knights of
Columbus.
Outside of his service to the
church, he was an avid Amateur
Radio (Ham Radio) Operator.
He obtained his FCC license in
1947, and was known globally
as “Padre.” Since that time, he
spent almost 70 years actively
participating in the hobby. He was
a member of many radio clubs
and organizations. He was also
fascinated by weather, its changing
patterns and the need for tracking
and reporting it to the National
Weather Service. He belonged to a

group called the “weather netters”
and would check and report daily
weather conditions via Ham
Radio.
Additionally, Ham Radio was a
vehicle for community service for
him. He was dedicated to donating
his time to use Ham Radio to help
those affected by natural disasters
get communications out to friends
and family when traditional
means were unavailable. At the
same time, he was a civilian
member of a team of Ham Radio
operators who were licensed to
help facilitate communications
with fire and rescue teams when
those teams were out in Colorado’s
mountainous terrain and needed
help.
During his career as a Ham
Radio enthusiast, he gave back to
the hobby to help it continue to
grow. He established a Volunteer
Examiner team and coordinated
with the FCC to hold regular
testing sessions. These sessions
offered the ability for existing Ham
Radio operators to upgrade their
current license and earn additional
operating privileges from the FCC
and offered non-Hams a chance to
earn a new FCC operating license.
Reverend Eugene Bova is
survived by his brother Joseph
F. Bova, Blue Bell, Pa., as well as
numerous nieces and nephews.
He was preceded in death by his
parents.

Novena prayer to Saint Therese
(Sept. 23-Oct.1)
Join the Discalced Nuns of the Carmel of the Holy Face of
Jesus in Hague in the novena to St. Therese of the Child Jesus
and of the Holy Face Sept. 22-Oct. 1. With particular intentions
you would like the nuns to include in this novena, call the prayer
line at 336-7907 or write Carmelite Monastery, 2051 91st St. SE,
Hague, ND 58542.

L

ittle Therese of the Child Jesus, who during your short
life on earth became a mirror of angelic purity, of love
strong as death and of wholehearted abandonment to
God, now that you rejoice in the reward of your virtues, cast a
glance of pity on me as I leave all things in your hands. Make
my troubles your own. Speak a word for me to Our Lady
Immaculate, whose flower of special love you were, to that
queen of heaven who smiled on you at the dawn of life. Beg her,
as queen of the Heart of Jesus, to obtain for me by her powerful
intercession, the grace I yearn for so ardently at this moment
and that she join with it a blessing, that may
strengthen me during life, defend me at the
hour of death and lead me straight on to
a happy eternity. Amen
Pope Benedict XV
The Monastery chapel is
open to the faithful year round
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. The
prayer times of the sisters are
7:10 a.m., 11 a.m., 2 p.m. and
5 p.m. Everyone is welcome to
daily Mass at the Monastery at
7:30 a.m. and Devotions to the
Holy Face on Sundays at
3:10 p.m.

Know the tricks used by
sexual predators
THE APPLE OF MY EYE TRICK
Predators use the same innocent vulnerability we strive
to protect in our children for purposes of methodically
gaining their trust by giving special attention to them
so they can eventually sexually abuse them. Children
seek love, attention and affection and sexual predators
use this vulnerability to “seduce” a child the same
way they would attempt to seduce an adult.
ACCIDENTAL TOUCHING TRICK
Children are often unaware that an accidental touching
may be intentional or may be an offender attempting
to touch closer to private areas the next time.
ASSISTANCE LURE TRICK
An offender might assist a family with children. His
assistance might be needed for babysitting or for driving
a child to activities. Watch for those who are more
interested in your child than you, there is a reason.
AUTHORITY TRICK
Many of us have taught our children to respect
authority without realizing that individuals who target
our children take advantage of their position such
as a teacher, coach, religious or club leader.
DESENSITIZE TRICK
Offenders may continually talk to children about sex or
use pornography to demonstrate sexual acts. They may
arouse a child’s curiosity by emailing or leaving sexual
material and aids around where they may see them.

052002-00086 7/16

GAMES TRICK
Body contact games such as wrestling are played
where touching genitalia is part of the rules.
HERO TRICK / SPECIAL PRIVILEGES TRICK
Children are often impressed with those individuals they
look up to such as those in a position of authority like
a coach, teacher, older cousin. They may endure abuse
to maintain a relationship where they are receiving
special privileges for fear of losing those privileges.
OUTING TRICK
Offender is continually attempting to take a
child out alone for special trips or outings
and insists that no one else attend.
TEACHING TRICK
Assistance is offered to a family to help teach a child a sport
or how to play a musical instrument, often without cost.
THREAT TRICK
Children may be threatened into cooperation and further
silenced. Once the abuse has taken place, they threaten to
expose the child either to their parents or to their friends.

For more information on keeping kids safe,
call (701) 323-5626.
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Questions

I was afraid to ask
FR. FRANK SCHUSTER

Q:

If my prayer isn’t
answered, how long
should I keep asking?

A:

I have always found it interesting that
many parishioners will approach me
and request that I pray for them, or
their intention(s). It is always a privilege to be
invited into something that is very private,
intimate, and sacred but, I believe they are
short changing themselves by not believing
that their Father in heaven wants to hear from
them personally.
Their thought is, that I, father, a priest, has a
“better” or maybe a “more personal” or “direct”
connection with God. I tell them that this
reasoning is not correct. Not to mean that I do
not enter into personal prayer, or do not want
to pray for, or with them but, that God wants
and desires to hear from all His children,
ordained or not. What loving parent would
not want to hear from their child?
I ask myself why do the faithful sometimes
doubt that their prayers are heard? Why do
I doubt, that my prayers are not heard at
times? I think one reason is that we live in
a society/culture that for the most part, is
instantaneous. We have information at our
fingertips in this age of technology. We have
luxuries and a life style that most royalty never
experienced in history. In this country, we
still have the ability to move about, to come
and go as we please, we have freedom. The
freedom to pray, should we “choose” to pray.

Do we choose not to pray because prayer
seems so intangible? We cannot see our
prayers ascending to the Father! We cannot
see them being heard, or our Father’s reaction
when they reach Him! And, as a consequence,
since we seemingly are unable to have any
concrete evidence that our prayers arrived
at their destination, we choose to believe
they were not heard and have gone, or will
go unanswered. Furthermore, many in our
society choose to believe they have the
license to do what they want to do since their
prayers were not answered “immediately.”

continued to engage God in conversation/
prayer, for the 50, 45, 40, 30, 20, and finally, 10
righteous people.

Imagine, you that are parents, your child
coming to you with a request and expecting
immediate gratification. For those, who are
parents, and are annoyed with this, then
think what our Father, our heavenly parent
in heaven thinks, when we as His children do
to Him what we dislike and have done to our
earthly parents.

And finally, we have Jesus our brother, the Son
of God who persevered in his prayer in the
Garden of Gethsemane. In Matthew’s Gospel
(Mt 26:39-44) we see Jesus praying to His
father: “My Father, if it is possible, let this cup
pass from me; yet not what I want but what
you want.” Jesus took to prayer these words.

The definition of faith taken from Paul’s letter
to the Hebrews is: “Faith is the realization of
what is hoped for and evidence of things not
seen.” Have we become so overloaded with
stuff in our life, tangible distractions, that we
do not have “hope” in what we cannot see?
Then, if we cannot see God, then why should
we place our faith in Him?
Scripture, both Old and New Testaments, are
replete with people who persevered in their
faith in God through their prayer. The first that
comes to mind for me is Abraham, (Genesis
18:16-33) who interceded with God on
behalf of the righteous in Sodom. Abraham

The second for me is Jacob (Genesis 32:22-32)
who wrestled with God through the night.
Indeed, prayer at times is like a wrestling
match. But, we may not be wrestling with God
Himself. We could very well be wrestling with
the evil one himself, who does not want us to
have a relationship with our heavenly Father
and will do all that is in his power to prevent,
discourage, and destroy that relationship.

How many times do we take to prayer our will,
rather than our heavenly Father’s will? The
greatest part of prayer is listening. We must
never stop approaching our Father and we
most certainly must never stop listening.
Our answer then is, never stop praying. And,
possibly, the answer we seemingly did not
receive, is our answer!

■ Fr. Schuster is the pastor at Church of St. Hildegard
in Menoken and Sacred Heart in Wilton. If you
have a question you were afraid to ask, now is the
time to ask it! Simply email your question to info@
bismarckdiocese.com with the “Question Afraid to
Ask” in the subject line.

Join us for a
Saturday, September 10
555 Highway 1804 NE
Bismarck ND
Near the new campus for our future
St. Mary’s Central High School

4:30 pm............................Gates open
5:00 pm............................Games and hayrides to the future SMCHS campus
5:15 pm............................Campaign opening remarks
5:45-6:00 pm...................Blessing of the land and meal by Bishop David D. Kagan
Evening Activities............Food served by the Knights of Columbus
Live music by the SMCHS Pep Band, Classic Rhythm & Asher
Spectacular fireworks at sunset

There is no charge for this
event. Limited seating is
available. Lawn chairs and
blankets encouraged.

For more details about
the Celebration, visit

keepthepromise.net

8 | Dakota Catholic Action

SEPTEMBER 2016

Dakota Catholic Action | 9

SEPTEMBER 2016

Thirsting to know more about THIRST?
Oct. 28-30, 2016 • Bismarck Civic Center, Bismarck, ND
Register online at: www.bismarckdiocese.com/thirst2016

THIRST 2016 Schedule
THIRST SPEAKER SPOTLIGHT

Friday, October 28
3:00 p.m.

Dr. Ray Guarendi

5:30 p.m.
7:15 p.m.

The psychology of
relationships

8:30 p.m.

By Amanda Evinger
Most of us have listened to Dr. Ray Guardendi at some point in our
lives. He’s made us laugh, or cry, or given us advice that brought our
relationships to a whole new level.
During the THIRST Conference, he’ll present, “Laughter: The Mercy
of Family” and “Back to the Family.” In his first talk, he will address
how parents, teachers and anyone who works with children can gain
confidence and peace of mind by putting authority back into their
own hands, despite cultural pressures to do just the opposite.
“This humorous talk will empower people to take courage and be
strong against the culture which is no longer on their side,” Dr. Ray
says.
“Back to The Family” will present the results of a three-year, national
search for strong families. It will also reveal those characteristics
most common to strong families as well as the struggles and difficulties most families face.
The results will reinforce some
“After hearing my
traditional ideas about family life
while offering some reassuring
talks, I believe the
surprises.
“After hearing my talks, I believe the audience members
will come away stronger in their
faith, in their parenting, and I
believe, in their lives,” he continues.

audience members
will come away
stronger in their
faith, in their
parenting, and I
believe, in their
lives.”

Dr. Ray Guarendi is the father of
10, clinical psychologist, author,
public speaker and nationally
syndicated radio and television
host. His radio show “The Doctor Is In” can be heard weekdays (live
online or on EWTN Radio or Sirius/XM satellite radio, channel 130).
Dr. Ray’s national television show, “Living Right With Dr. Ray,” is a
humorous and faith-strengthening talk show which looks at life, marriage and family. Dr. Ray’s experience includes school districts, Head
Start programs, mental health centers, substance abuse programs,
inpatient psychiatric centers, juvenile courts, and a private practice.
Dr. Ray has been a regular guest on national radio and television,
including: Joan Rivers, Scott Ross Prime Time, 700 Club, Gordon
Elliot, and CBS This Morning. He has been the program psychologist
for Cleveland’s The Morning Exchange and Pittsburgh 2-Day. He has
written many books. His first book, You’re a Better Parent Than You
Think! is now in its 28th printing.
Dr. Ray plans to be present for the entire conference, so that he can
visit with anyone who would like to and answer their questions. He
will be selling his books and DVD’s as well.

Doors Open/Registration / Chaplet of
Divine Mercy
Mass
Keynote I: Fr. Dwight Longenecker
Children’s Program: Cat.Chat
Breakout Session 1: Concert by
Audrey Assad, Address by Dr. Ray
Guarendi

Saturday, October 29
7:30 a.m.
8:30 a.m.
9 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
1:45 p.m.

3:00 p.m.
3:30 p.m.

4:45 p.m.

6:30 p.m.
7 p.m.
8-10 p.m.

Doors Open/Registration
Morning Prayer
Keynote II: Leah Darrow
Children’s Program: Cat.Chat
Mass
Youth Program: Leah Darrow
Breakout Session 1: Dr. Ray Guarendi,
Fr. Dwight Longenecker, Fr. Scott
Traynor, Fr. Paul Becker, Fran Beach
Chaplet of Divine Mercy
Youth Program: Audrey Assad
Breakout Session 2: Dave and Joan
Maroney, Apostles of the Interior
Life, Fr. Scott Traynor, Fran Beach,
The Daughters of Mary Immaculate of
Guadalupe
Breakout Session 3: Msgr. James
Shea, Dave and Joan Maroney, Fr. Paul
Becker, Women’s Vocation Panel,
Men’s Vocation Panel
Evening Prayer
Keynote III: Msgr. Thomas Richter
Children’s Program: Cat.Chat
Penance service/Eucharistic adoration

Sunday, October 30
8:30 a.m.
9 a.m.
10:15 a.m.

12:30 p.m.
2 p.m.

Morning Prayer
Keynote IV: Judy Hehr
Children’s Program: Cat.Chat
Breakout Session 4: Audrey Assad,
Bishop John Folda, Judy Hehr, Sr.
Thomas Welder, OSB, The Daughters
of Mary Immaculate of Guadalupe
Keynote V: Cardinal Edwin O’Brien
Mass

• THIRST 2016 is free of charge. This schedule is
tentative and subject to change.
• Spanish sessions will be offered this year.
• Eucharistic adoration will take place at the event
facility throughout the conference.
• Members of the Apostles of the Interior Life will be
providing spiritual direction.
• Tune into Real Presence Radio for interviews of select
THIRST speakers.
Register online at:
www.bismarckdiocese.com/thirst2016

A closer look at the
keynote speakers

Fr. Dwight
Longenecker

Leah Darrow
Realizing her career
in modeling placed
her in situations in
which she was not truly
comfortable, Leah left the
industry and has devoted
herself to speaking about
the Gospel of Jesus Christ
and helping people find
their love, acceptance
and beauty in Him. Leah
will share her message on
modesty, dignity, mercy,
chastity, and conversion.

Different path to the
priesthood
By Amanda Evinger
Are you ready to hear a fascinating and heartwarming story of a radical conversion, a family, and a priestly vocation, all in one? If so you
won’t want to miss out on Fr. Dwight Longenecker’s talk at the Thirst
Conference.

Leah Darrow

Msgr. Thomas Richter
Monsignor Thomas J.
Richter has been the
Rector of the Cathedral
of the Holy Spirit since
August 2012. He was
commissioned on Feb.
10, 2016 by Pope Francis
as a Missionary of Mercy
for the Jubilee Year of
Mercy. His message
will focus on the graces
offered in the Jubilee
Year of Mercy.

THIRST SPEAKER SPOTLIGHT

“In my keynote I will tell my conversion story—how I went from
being a fundamentalist Evangelical to a Catholic priest,” Father says.
“My testimony will help the audience learn a bit about how Protes“My testimony will
tant Christians see their faith and
help the audience
learn how to move forward into
learn a bit about
the fullness of faith in Catholicism.
how Protestant
It should inspire them to trust the
Lord and move forward in their own Christians see their
adventure of faith. We should all
faith and learn how
be encouraged to see God’s mercy
to move forward
at work in our lives even when the
into the fullness of
pilgrimage path is uncertain or confusing.”
faith in Catholicism.
In addition, Fr. Longenecker will also
give a talk titled “The Map for Your
Journey of Mercy.”

Msgr. Richter

Judy Hehr
Bankrupt at 20, a
millionaire at 30. Single,
homeless, drug addicted
at 22, a healthy mother of
4 at 34. College dropout
at 22, a seminary graduate
at 42. Scorned, broken,
almost divorced at 37,
sanctified in a thriving
marriage at 45. Using
Judy Hehr
her sense of humor
and examples from her
personal life struggles,
her message will remind you of the love
and passion that God has for all of us.

This will be a practical session on
how the 10 steps of the hero’s path
seen in Bible stories, the lives of
saints and the stories of film and
literary heroes, all illustrate the
spiritual struggle and adventure of
following Christ.

It should inspire
them to trust the
Lord and move
forward in their own
adventure of faith.
We should all be
encouraged to see
God’s mercy at work
in our lives even
when the pilgrimage
path is uncertain or
confusing.”

Fr. Longenecker was brought up in
an Evangelical home in Pennsylvania. After graduating from the fundamentalist Bob Jones University with a degree in speech and English,
he went to study theology at Oxford University. He was eventually
ordained as an Anglican priest and served as a curate, a school chaplain in Cambridge and a country parson on the Isle of Wight.
Realizing that he and the Anglican Church were on divergent paths,
in 1995 Fr. Dwight and his family were received into the Catholic
Church. Fr. Dwight spent the next 10 years working as a freelance
Catholic writer, contributing to over 25 magazines, papers and journals in Britain, Ireland and the USA.
In 2006, Fr. Dwight accepted a post as Chaplain to St Joseph’s Catholic School in Greenville, S.C. In December 2006, he was ordained
as a Catholic priest under the special pastoral provision for married
former Anglican clergy. He now serves as parish priest of Our Lady
of the Rosary parish in Greenville. He and his wife Alison have four
children—Benedict, Madeleine, Theodore and Elias.
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As North Dakota’s Catholic
university— 



as UND and NDSU—
the University of Mary is
honored to sponsor the
2016 Thirst Conference.

Thanks

Learn more at
     

to our generous

sponsors

for
forLife.
Life.

enroll@umary.edu
enroll@umary.edu
800-288-6279
800-288-6279(MARY)
(MARY)

Providing Asset Management for Institutional and
Individual Investors Since 1994

We are proud to support the

Diocese of Bismarck
Jeffrey L. Slepian, CPA
Senior Portfolio Manager, Principal

540 West Madison Street, Suite 1900
Chicago, Illinois • 60661-2551
Tel: (800) 836-4265 • Fax: (312) 474-0521
www.sbhic.com

Minot:
10 South Broadway
Bismarck: Kirkwood Mall

Dickinson: 2234 I-94 Bus. Loop E.
Williston: 1602 2nd Ave West

www.ikeatingfurniture.com

91.7/91.3 101.9 104.1/89.1 91.1

Bismarck/Mandan Dickinson

Williston

Minot

The Region’s Only
“A” Rated Hospital
for Patient Safety

A
Spring 2016

HOSPITAL
SAFETY
SCORE
SM

Bismarck Medical Center

Your family of Faith and Hope
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Pope Frank

DIOCESE OF BISMARCK
DECREE OF APPOINTMENT
MEMBERS OF THE SECOND SYNOD OF THE DIOCESE
OF BISMARCK

ABBEY NAGEL

Walking shoes and
couch potatoes
The 2016 World Youth Day
in Krakow, Poland was another
opportunity for Pope Francis to
incorporate this Year of Mercy in
his preaching, and he did just that.
The crowd of around one million
young people gathered to hear his
words and take them to heart.
True to form, Francis draws
the crowd’s attention to the loving
mercy of God. He spoke about
the obstacles we face, and how
God can help us overcome them
in order to truly let Him in. “So
you can see that not to accept
ourselves, to live glumly, to be
negative, means not to recognize
our deepest identity. It is like
walking away when God wants
to look at me, trying to spoil His
dream for me. God loves us the
way we are, and no sin, fault or
mistake of ours makes Him change
His mind.”
While he incorporates this
theme of mercy, the youth heard
a very clear call to action over
the course of World Youth Day.
He encouraged the youth to be
people of action….people with
“walking shoes” on and not people
of comfort and laziness…people of
“the couch.”
The pope said, “Jesus is not
the Lord of comfort, security and
ease. Following Jesus demands a
good dose of courage, a readiness
to trade in the sofa for a pair of
walking shoes and to set out on
new and uncharted paths. To blaze
trails that open up new horizons
capable of spreading joy, the joy
that is born of God’s love and wells
up in your hearts with every act of
mercy.”

It’s extremely easy in our
society to be people of the couch—
to be passive and let things outside
of our own little world have no
effect on us. Pope Francis is trying
to wake us up and to get us outside
of ourselves.
Sometimes I think that all of
the Holy Father’s preaching about
mercy—the mercy of God and the
mercy we should show unto the
poor—is meant to wake us up a
little, and show us that the world
is bigger than we want to pretend.
It’s easier not to think about
the people outside our own four
walls. It’s easier not to care about
reaching out to those in need, even
if they are right in front of us. I
know I am guilty of closing in on
my own little world and missing
the bigger picture.
But Francis reminds his flock
that we are called to something
much more, something much
greater—to be the hands and feet
of Christ Himself. “So today, my
friends, Jesus is inviting you,
calling you, to leave your mark on
life, to leave a mark on history,
your own and that of many others
as well.”
If that’s not a call to action, I
don’t know what is. Coming from
our Father in Faith, it’s even more
convincing. In a time when the
world is calling us to the couch,
we can lean on the guidance of our
Holy Father to get on our walking
shoes and reach out.
■ Nagel is the executive assistant to the
bishop at the Diocese of Bismarck. Her
column on the words and actions of Francis
appears bi-monthly in the DCA.

In accord with the Decree of Convocation of the Second Synod of the Diocese of
Bismarck published on 12 July 2016, and having taken effect on 6 August 2016, the
following persons are called, named and appointed to be members of the Second Synod
of the Diocese of Bismarck and required to participate in it. They are:
The Most Reverend David D. Kagan, D.D., P.A., J.C.L.
Bishop of the Diocese of Bismarck
Officers of the Synod
The Reverend Father Joshua J. Ehli, J.C.L.
Promoter of the Synod
Mr. Laton Lohmann
General Secretary
The Reverend Jared M. Johnson
Ecclesiastical Notary
The Reverend Father Nick L. Schneider, S.L.L., S.L.D.
Master of Ceremonies
MEMBERS
Vicar General
The Reverend Monsignor Gene E. Lindemann, J.C.L.
Episcopal Vicars
The Reverend Monsignor James B. Braaten
The Reverend Monsignor Thomas J. Richter
Judicial Vicar
The Reverend Christopher J. Kadrmas, J.C.L.
Chancellor
Mr. Dale Eberle
Chairman:
Secretary:
Treasurer:

Presbyteral Council
The Reverend Monsignor Gene E. Lindemann, ex officio
The Reverend Bruce D. Krebs
The Reverend Keith N. Streifel
The Reverend Brian P. Gross
The Reverend Jason R. Signalness
The Reverend Shane Campbell
The Reverend Paul D. Becker
The Reverend Marvin J. Klemmer
The Reverend Gary L. Benz
The Reverend Stephen O, Folorunso
The Right Reverend Brian Wangler, OSB

The Synod Preparatory Commission
The Reverend Monsignor James B. Braaten
The Right Reverend Brian Wangler, OSB
The Reverend Monsignor Gene E. Lindemann Brother Alban Petesch, OSB
The Reverend Monsignor Thomas J. Richter
Deacon Lloyd Krueger
The Reverend Monsignor James P. Shea
Deacon Anthony Ternes
The Reverend Monsignor Patrick A. Schumacher Deacon Lonnie Grabowska
The Reverend Father Joshua Ehli
Sr. Anna Rose Ruhland, OSB
The Reverend Father Wayne Sattler
Sr. Janet Zander, OSB
The Reverend Father Biju Chitteth
Sr. Phoebe Schwartz, OSB
The Reverend Father Marvin Klemmer
Sr. Thomas Welder, OSB
The Reverend Father Roger Synek
Sr. Brenda T.H. Valdes, HMIG
The Reverend Father Robert Shea
Mr. Laton Lohmann
The Reverend Father Paul Becker
Mr. Ronald Schatz
The Reverend Father Keith Streifel
Mr. Dale Eberle
The Reverend Father Nick Schneider
Mr. Jerome Richter
The Reverend Father Joshua Waltz
Mr. David Fleck
The Reverend Father Justin Waltz
Mr. Steve Glasser
The Reverend Father Christopher Kadrmas
Mr. Gerald Vetter
The Reverend Father David Zimmer
Mr. John Warford
The Reverend Father Brian Gross
Mr. Gregory Vetter
The Reverend Father Kregg Hochhalter
Mr. Tony Chap
The Reverend Father Jadyn Nelson
Ms. Belinda Vollmer
The Reverend Father Jared Johnson
Ms. Sandy Breiner
The Reverend Father Thomas Grafsgaard
Mrs. Tara Brooke
Mrs. Christie Collins
Mrs. Michelle Gerlach
Mrs. Vicky Boechler
Mrs. Lillian Bielinski
Mrs. Sonia Mullally
Ms. Laura Huber
Ms. Diana Trnka
Mrs. Cheryl Hansen
Vicars Forane
The Reverend Father Jason Signalness, Bismarck
The Reverend Father Shane Campbell, Mandan
The Reverend Father Keith Streifel, Dickinson
The Reverend Bruce Krebs, Minot
The Reverend Brian Gross, Williston
In addition to the above-named Clergy, Consecrated Religious Men and Women, and
Lay Faithful, the following are also called and appointed to attend and participate in the
Second Synod of the Diocese of Bismarck. They are:
All Diocesan and Religious priests in good standing, active and retired, not already
named in this Decree and residing within the Diocese of Bismarck;
All Diocesan and Religious permanent deacons in good standing, active and retired,
not already named in this Decree and residing within the Diocese of Bismarck;
All Diocesan Seminarians residing in the United States;
Four (4) representatives from each Religious Institute of Men and Women residing
in the Diocese of Bismarck;
The Student Council officers for each of our three (3) Central Catholic High Schools;
The class officers of the 9th through 12th grades for each of our three (3) Central
Catholic High Schools;
Three (3) representatives from each Parish Community in the Diocese of Bismarck;
All Diocesan employees not already named in this Decree.

The Most Reverend David D. Kagan
Episcopus Bismarckiensis

JANUARY 27, 2017 WASHINGTON, D.C.

Join us
All high school teens are invited to join our diocesan pilgrimage to the March
for Life in Washington, DC, on Jan. 27. We will have the special honor of
marching with the University of Mary, which was chosen to lead the March
this year, and our own Bishop Kagan. Let’s show the nation that we stand for
life! Visit www.bismarckdiocese.com/march for more details.

Given at the Chancery this
9th day of August A.D. 2016

Mr. Dale Eberle
Chancellor

Schuster
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• 99% of undergrad students receive an
academic scholarship.
• 54 undergraduate majors (including
Catholic Studies), 14 master’s degrees,
3 doctorates.
• Daily Masses, a rich sacramental life
and Eucharistic Adoration.
• Campuses in Rome, Italy and
Arequipa, Peru.
• 17 NCAA Varsity Teams.
• Faith-based student organizations and
residence hall communities.
• FOCUS Missionaries.
• Free room and board for eligible
graduates of Catholic high schools.

$ŲRUGDEOHSerious. Catholic.
With an annual tuition rate of $15,990 and free room and board
for eligible graduates of Catholic schools, the University of Mary is
the 

        

But did you also know that Mary’s

So, however you choose to complete

Year-Round Campus program gives you the

your degree—via the traditional path or

opportunity to earn a bachelor’s degree in

Year-Round Campus—the University of Mary

2.6 years and a master’s degree in 4? That

offers you something different, something

means an early career start and potential

greater, for the whole of life.

lifetime beneﬁt of as much as $322,193 for a
bachelor’s degree and over $529,409 for a
master’s degree.

Learn more at    
or     

for Life.

enroll@umary.edu 800-288-6279 (MARY)
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Ag Attitudes
JAMES ODERMANN

Lessons of God through young people are fascinating
I toil on the land. I appreciate
the gifts of the earth, But, one
thing I cherish more is God’s gift
of grandchildren. Summer is a
time when the grandkids check on
grandma and grandpa, to spend
some time learning about the
resources of the earth.
Grandkids (like all children) are
a blessing. Those young legs, arms
and minds are always scheming
to do something. The euphoria of
learning something new is a joy to
see.
Another positive is the
perspective grandkids bring to
discussions. Or, would it be better
to say those youngsters force the
old fuddy-duddies to look at the
world from a different perspective.
It is easy to get so caught in a
rut that, God forbid, somebody
younger has a better idea. After

all, is not age a sign of wisdom?
Is not the cherub of growing old
the unspoken consequence of
guidance for the inexperienced?
How dare some young “whippersnapper” challenge my thought
processes.
I am proud of my
grandchildren. The grandchildren
are not always in sync with their
grandpa—rolling their eyes or
quietly waiting for uncomfortable
moments to pass.
But, these same grandkids rush
to the side-by-side to ride (or
help drive) through the pasture
checking cows or walk (more like
run) the fields seeing how crops
are progressing. There seems like
an infinite amount of questions,
taking me back years.
Grandchildren make me
proud and happy to be part of

agriculture. As I try to tell these
youngsters why God did this, that
or other things, I am reminded
of the simplicity of young people.
This innocence is God’s way of
crying out to me to rid myself of
old habits.
This spring I was invited to
attend a college graduation social
gathering for my granddaughter.
A representative from each of the
various areas in the graduation
gathering was asked to speak. The
comments were especially good
but one young lady hit a grand
slam home run.
She said, “Just because I
was born does not mean that
everybody will love me; rather
it is my responsibility to love
everybody.” I couldn’t get a pen
and paper fast enough to write
down the quote.

As I reflected on the message
then, and throughout the summer,
I kept going back to the fact that
this was God’s word coming to me
from a leader. Young people are
filled with faith, hope and love.
They are reflections of the kind of
life God wants me to live.
It is moments like the message
from this young lady that really tell
me to sit back, relax and let God
manage the world.
I pray I will get the message.
Care to join me?
■ Odermann lives with his wife, Leona, on
the family farm in Billings County. They
are members of the Church of St. Patrick
in Dickinson and assist with eucharistic
celebrations there as well as at the Churches
of St. Bernard (Belfield) and St. Mary
(Medora).

Making Sense out of Bioethics
FR. TAD PACHOLCZYK

Talking to kids about porn and human sexuality
A growing concern today
involves the role of pornography
as the next generation’s instructor
in human sexuality. For many
young people, pornography has
become the only guide to sexuality
they have ever known. For
Catholic parents, this raises the
critical challenge of how best to
approach these matters with their
children, given that kids as young
as 8 or 9 may already be acquiring
information and viewpoints about
human sexual behaviors from
internet pornography. I would like
to present six practical suggestions
for parents, culled from parental
testimonies and insights, from
other experts in the field, and from
ex-users of pornography.
First, steer away from “The
Talk” towards a more integrated
approach. Having “The Talk” relies
on the misguided notion that
parents have educational content
or factual knowledge that they
are duty-bound to try to deposit
into their children’s brains. This
approach is not only awkward
and paternalistic, but can convey
a sense that sexual education is a
one-time, get-it-over-with ordeal.
Kids require ongoing guidance and
support from their parents—an
expressed willingness to enter
into these important discussions
that stress the beauty of sexuality
in marriage and what it is really
for, rather than just telling them
what not to do or scaring them
away from sexually transmitted

diseases.
Second, be attentive to
opportune moments to share
wisdom and stories. Because we
live in a highly pornified culture,
opportunities for parents to share
and discuss important value
assessments regarding human
sexuality with their children arise
often. Driving by a billboard with a
risqué picture or seeing something
on TV might, for example, serve
as an opportunity to note how
it’s against the love of women to
use them as sex objects. Passing
through a part of town where
prostitutes are plying their trade
might spark a discussion about
how many women involved in
prostitution are victims of human
trafficking and the vast majority
wish they could break free of it,
etc.
Third, avoid internet access in
the bedroom. Sometimes parents
will say, “The kids have access at
school and everywhere else, so I
let them have unrestricted access
at home—they’ve got to learn
how to handle it anyway.” But the
home setting needs to differ from
the outside world, serving as an
oasis and a protected environment
for children. If someone offered
to install a pipe into your child’s
bedroom that could be turned on
to pump in raw sewage, you would
not agree to it. Yet many parents
fail to restrict what is entering
their children’s bedrooms through
the internet and TV.

Fourth, be wary of internet
access on cell phones. “Due
diligence” with cell phones for
children might mean looking for
handsets that function strictly as
phones without internet access,
or maybe the kids should be given
a phone only at those times when
they are dropped off at events
like piano practice, soccer, etc.
As children grow older and show
signs of maturing, restrictions and
limitations can be scaled back.
Fifth, monitor internet usage.
Check browser history, and make
use of monitoring software, even
though a particular child may
be an angel. Keep the family
computer in a shared space like
the living room with the screen
visible so family members can
be aware of each other’s online
activities. Laptops and tablets can
pose an inadvertent temptation in
this respect as teens sit cuddled
up on the couch with screens not
visible to others. In family life, we
are called to serve as our brother’s
keeper. Set limits on “screen
time” for children, and maintain
password/access control over
devices. Have the neighbor’s kids
deposit their electronic devices
on the kitchen table during visits
to diminish the temptation to
slip away to a private part of the
house and surf the net, perhaps
with younger siblings in tow.
Such practices may also serve to
indirectly evangelize other families
in the neighborhood regarding the

serious threats from internet porn.
Sixth, set appropriate rules
regarding relationships, and
be involved in the kids’ dating
practices. Too often parents
are tempted to take a “handsoff” approach to this area of
their children’s lives. When I
was growing up, we knew (and
eventually appreciated) my
father’s rule that we couldn’t
date until we were 18. Setting
appropriate rules for kids serves
as a sign of a parent’s love and
concern for them. Whenever
parents determine that dating
should begin, it offers further
opportunities and occasions to
discuss problems and scenarios
that can help teens set moral
boundaries.
Talking to kids and helping
them to become good stewards
of the gift of human sexuality
bestowed by God is hard work.
In a culture that forcefully
communicates a pornified
counter-gospel, though, it
is certainly one of the most
important and enduring gifts a
parent can seek to provide for the
happiness and well-being of their
children.
■ Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. earned his
doctorate in neuroscience from Yale and did
post-doctoral work at Harvard. He is a priest
of the diocese of Fall River, MA, and serves
as the Director of Education at The National
Catholic Bioethics Center in Philadelphia. See
www.ncbcenter.org.
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Town & Country Celebration
The Town and Country Mass was hosted at the Rosalind and Larry Leier
farm near Hague along with Fr. Jason Signalness and the parishioners of Sts.
Peter and Paul, Strasburg, St. Michael, rural Linton and St. Mary, Hague.
Bishop Kagan blessed the animals, machinery and fields prior to celebrating
Mass and joining the crowd for lunch following.

Photos by Deacon Joe Krupinsky

Bless, O Lord, Almighty God, the farms in our
diocese.
May health and purity, goodness and meekness
and every virtue reign.
May all those who dwell on our farms be filled with
faithfulness to Thy law and with thanksgiving to God,
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.
May this blessing remain on these farms and all
who dwell there.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Balancing Church & State
CHRISTOPHER DODSON

Issues facing the next legislative assembly
The next legislative session
is, depending on how you look
at it, “only” or “still” five months
away. Either way, the session is
approaching and now is a good
time to recognize some looming
issues for the next session.
The budget
The state budget is already the
dominant issue. The legislature
just had a special session to
address declining revenues, but
the real work remains for the
regular session.
On the one hand, North Dakota
is, by some standards, doing well
financially. Unemployment is
low and the state is funding some
very real needs in infrastructure
and education—though still not
parental choice. On the other
hand, oil revenues are very low
and agriculture commodity prices
are taking a hit. This means that
the state is not expected to bring
in as much revenue as previous
years, which leads to new and
difficult challenges with spending
and collecting revenue.
Expect heated debates about
the budget to dominate the session
from Day 1 to sine die.
Human service needs
In February, the Governor
ordered a set of across-the-board
cuts for all state agencies. These
cuts hit the provision of human
services especially hard. For

one thing, despite the fact that
Department of Human Services
targeted “new” programs for
elimination, the fact remains that
these were still needed programs
and they were identified as such
by the legislature. Secondly, the
truly needy are most impacted
and are in less of a position than
most of us to adjust the reduction
or elimination of services.
Thirdly, some of those reductions,
especially in the area of long-term
care, resulted in additional losses
in federal matching funds.
The Department of Human
Services was spared in the second
round of reductions that occurred
in August, but it will likely have to
present a reduced budget for the
next biennium. Just as the Year of
Mercy closes, concerned citizens
will have to work to make sure that
our most vulnerable citizens are
not left behind.
Behavioral health and substance
abuse
Just about every observer
agrees that the state is in a crisis
when it comes to behavioral health
and substance abuse. The situation
was already bad before the opioid
and fentanyl epidemic hit the
state. Nevertheless, while most
would agree that something needs
to be done, not everyone agrees on
what should be done or whether
there is enough funding and will to
get it done.

The Department of Human
Services is already in the process
of reforming its delivery system
through the Human Service
Centers and the State Hospital.
In the meantime, an interim
legislative committee has studied
the matter and is preparing draft
legislation for the next session.
Some of the proposals will require
state funding. There will exist
tremendous pressure to not devote
new funding to mental health and
substance abuse services in light
of the state’s budget problems. Not
acting, however, could put even
more of our neighbors at risk and
cost us more money in the long
run through incarceration.
Incarceration reform
Addressing our incarceration
numbers is linked to addressing
our behavioral health needs. North
Dakota locks up too many of its
non-violent citizens for low-level,
drug-related crimes. The situation
is financially unsustainable and
short-sighted as a policy matter.
Recommendations to lower
penalties for non-violent
offenses and offer alternatives to
incarceration have met with some
resistance. Meanwhile, it is certain
that any serious effort to address
our skyrocketing incarceration
rates must work in tandem with
efforts to provide better and more
extensive mental health and
substance abuse treatment.

Medicaid expansion
Over 19,000 North Dakotans
have medical coverage as a result
of Medicaid expansion passed by
the legislature in 2013. Passage of
the legislation, which the North
Dakota Catholic Conference and
the state’s Catholic health care
facilities supported, was difficult.
To appease some concerns, the
legislation was given a “sunset”
of July 31, 2017. This means that
the legislature must renew the
program during the next legislative
session or thousands of North
Dakotans will lose or lack health
care coverage they otherwise
would have. The families impacted
usually earn too much to qualify
for traditional Medicaid, but don’t
earn enough to receive subsidies
under the Affordable Care Act.
There is a peek at some of the
issues facing the next legislative
assembly, and space does not allow
me to write about the refugee
program, revision of the state’s
marriage laws, and protecting
legislation to help the unborn and
their mothers. Stay tuned to the
conference’s Facebook page and be
sure to ask your candidates about
these issues.
■ Dodson serves as executive director of the
N.D. Catholic Conference, the official liaison
for the dioceses of Fargo and Bismarck in
matters of public policy.

Guest Column
GREG HILZENDEGER

Coming to myself
By Greg Hilzendeger
Diocesan Seminarian
Our Lord, in His parable of
the prodigal son (Lk 15:11-32),
describes a moment where the
younger son, groveling among the
filth of the swine, is said to come
to himself. This is the dawn of his
conversion as he resolves to turn
from the sinful way of life in which
he is immersed.
He returns to his father, willing
to exchange his sonship for
servitude if he must. It is in this
homecoming that his “coming to
himself” is fully realized and takes
on a deeper meaning. His father
embraces him with overwhelming
compassion, refusing to let his son
forfeit his sonship, and in doing
so, bestows upon him his true
identity, that of a beloved son.
This parable illustrates one of
the most earth-shattering truths of
our faith. St. John Paul II tirelessly
proclaimed throughout his
pontificate that “God reveals man
to himself,” and this revelation is
that we are all children of God.

This reality ought to shake us
to our core; that the all-powerful,
all-knowing, infinitely loving God
who created the universe call us
his sons and daughters. Knowing
this should change everything, yet
for me these words often seemed
empty.
For much of my life I could have
dutifully repeated that God loves
me as His child and that I am a
beloved son, but I knew this only
in my head. This life-altering truth
changed nothing for me as it had
not penetrated my heart. I lived
in ignorance of my true dignity,
convinced that I had to create my
own worth and that I had to earn
God’s love.
My short time in seminary has
led me into the loving embrace of
God the Father. I have heard Him
proclaim throughout the heavens
that I am His beloved son.
Immersed in the prayerful life
of the seminary I have begun to
learn who I truly am. I am not the
sum of my accomplishments and
failures. I am not lovable only so

much as I am perfect. I am not just
another person among the billions
in this world.
I am God’s beloved son in
whom He is well pleased. And this
has nothing to do with what I’ve
done or not done. God’s love is not
conditioned by the deeds of men.
As God told the Israelites after
He led them forth from Egypt,
God does not love us because of
any merit on our part, but simply
because He loves us (Dt 7:7-9).
God does not desire a
relationship of servitude. This was
the mistake of the elder son. He
longs for a personal relationship
founded on the unconditional
love He has bestowed upon us.
He thirsts for us to experience the
indescribable peace and joy of a
life lived in His love. Awaiting us
in His arms is the “glorious liberty
of the children of God.” (Rm 8:21).
This freedom releases us from
the thought that we have to earn
His love. We cannot earn it, for
God’s love is prior to anything we
do. We don’t have to anxiously

strive after good deeds in order to
please God. Our good works are
instead freed to flow as exultant
beatings from a heart lit aflame by
divine love.
As children of God we are also
divested of the weight of sin. Our
sins and weaknesses need not be
feared, for the Father’s love never
leaves us, and He is ever awaiting
our return so that He may clothe
us with a robe of glory and grant
us the treasures which pour forth
from His merciful heart.
May we daily beg God to
show us ever more what it truly
means to be His beloved sons and
daughters that our lives may be
transformed as we discover our
true identity. As brothers and
sisters in Christ, let us continually
hold each other in prayer.
■ Hilzendeger, who grew up attending
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit in Bismarck, is
studying pre-theology II at St. John Vianney
Seminary in Denver.
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September 24 - 25, 2016
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Celebration of Marriage
Anniversary Mass
with Bishop David Kagan

Noon, Saturday, Sept. 24
Weekend dedicated to bringing awareness
Catholic & support to the services offered by
Charities Catholic Charities North Dakota
North Dakota

Couples should arrive
at 10:30 a.m. if you would like to
get a photo with Bishop Kagan

St. Therese, Church of the Little Flower
919 8th St. NW, Minot, N.D.
Mass will be followed by a
luncheon in the Parish Center

CatholicCharitiesND.org

Whether you have been married 1 week or 80 years,
come and join the celebration.
Each couple attending will receive an anniversary
certiﬁcate and your photo taken with the bishop.

3ULFHVVWDUWLQJDWaZLWK$LUIDUH,QFOXGHGLQWKLVSULFH
IURPDQ\ZKHUHLQWKH86$

Register by Sept. 19 to ensure certiﬁcate of
congratulations and your photo with the bishop.

6HYHUDOWULSVWRGLIIHUHQWGHVWLQDWLRQVWKH+RO\/DQG,WDO\
)UDQFH3RUWXJDO 6SDLQ3RODQG0HGMXJRUMH/RXUGHV 
)DWLPD,UHODQG 6FRWODQG(QJODQG$XVWULD*HUPDQ\ 
6ZLW]HUODQG*UHHFH 7XUNH\9LNLQJ&UXLVHV&DULEEHDQ
&UXLVHV%XGDSHVW3UDJXH2XU/DG\RI*XDGDOXSH
&RORPELD%UD]LO$UJHQWLQD'RPHVWLF'HVWLQDWLRQVHWF«

To register, go to bismarckdiocese.com/COM
or call 701-204-7209.

:HDOVRVSHFLDOL]HLQFXVWRPWULSVIRU%LVKRSV3ULHVWV
DQG'HDFRQV
&DOOXV--
+DEODPRV(VSDxRO--
ZZZSUR[LPRWUDYHOFRP
DQWKRQ\#SUR[LPRWUDYHOFRP

Sponsored by:

Diocese of Bismarck
Office of Family Ministry
Tara Brooke • 701-204-7209
tbrooke@bismarckdiocese.com

Frank Greff, FICF, LUTCF

Aaron Mahlmann, FIC, LUTCF


701-483-8839
frank.greff@kofc.org

 
701-222-2755
aaron.mahlmann@kofc.org

Mike Klabo
 
701-580-9036
michael.klabo@kofc.org

Protect What Matters Most
YOUR LIFE. YOUR FAMILY. YOUR FUTURE.

LIFE INSURANCE

DISABILITY INSURANCE

LONG-TERM CARE INSUR ANCE

Mike Vetter

701-837-0135
michael.vetter@kofc.org

RETIREMENT ANNUITIES

Pat Dolan, FICF
John Kreitinger

701-483-5466
john.kreitinger@kofc.org

  
701-298-9922
patrick.dolan@kofc.org

Don Willey, FIC
 
701-202-9089
don.willey@kofc.org

