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The Benedictine Sisters of
Sacred Heart Monastery
have played major roles in
education and healthcare
in western North Dakota for
more than 100 years.

Sisters of Sacred Heart Monastery celebrate legacy
While the Benedictine Sisters
of Richardton celebrated their
first 100 years of presence
in the Diocese of Bismarck
in 2010, this October they
celebrate their centennial as
the first independent women’s
Benedictine community in North
Dakota.
All are welcome to the
monastery on Sunday, Oct. 23
to honor the Sisters who have
gone before shaping the future of
the community as well as rejoice
with those continuing its legacy.
Bishop Kagan will celebrate

Mass at 1 p.m. with tours and
refreshments to follow.
Although the community
isn’t growing at a pace it once
was, it is still progressing and
evolving. During its first 100
years on the prairie, the mission
has not changed and continues
to be carried on by the 19 sisters
who call the monastery home.
The Sisters, over the years, have
played major roles in education
and healthcare in western North
Dakota while devoted to prayer
and good works in line with
Benedictine values.

In the beginning
Bishop Vincent Wehrle, OSB,
first abbot of Assumption Abbey
and first bishop of the Diocese
of Bismarck, was determined to
have Benedictine women serving
in his new diocese. The lore has it
that after numerous requests and
rejections at various convents, he
arrived at St. Joseph’s Convent,
St. Mary’s, Penn., in 1910 tired,
cranky and stubbornly unwilling

to depart without any Sisters.
Mother Gabriella eventually
yielded to his request and called
for volunteers. Amazingly, many
volunteered, so she selected
a former prioress, Sister Pia
Tegler, as the superior and three
others. Of that beginning group,
only Sisters Pia and Evangelist
Ruffner stayed with the new
community, the last foundation
Continued on page 5
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Walking with gratitude

NDSU student shares his impression
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Poland in July ...........................PAGE 3
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Bishop David D. Kagan

Invitation to attend THIRST 2016
FROM THE BISHOP

Bishop David D. Kagan

T

his month of October will
be a time of tremendous
grace for our Holy Church.
As you know, the last weekend of
October, our Diocese of Bismarck
will sponsor our Thirst 2016
Eucharistic Conference. As you
have been reading here and on our
Diocesan website, this Conference
promises to be a wonderful
moment for all of us to gather in
Our Blessed Lord’s presence and

receive, from Him, His abundant
mercy.
If you have already registered
for our Thirst 2016 Eucharistic
Conference, I thank you and
look forward to being with you.
If you are still thinking about
coming, just trust in the mercy of
Jesus, register, come and enjoy
being with Him and, if you can,
bring a friend or two. The entire
Conference is free and all we
require is your presence so, please
do come and be strengthened in
your faith, hope and charity. As I
said, all of the information about
Thirst 2016 can be found in this
issue of the Dakota Catholic Action
as well as on our Diocesan website.
Keeping in mind that we are
still celebrating the great Jubilee
of the Year of Mercy, as a part
of our Thirst 2016 Eucharistic
Conference, we will be celebrating
another “24 Hours of Mercy” from
Friday evening through Saturday
evening. Our good priests will be
available around the clock during
that time to hear confessions.
There is no better way to obtain
God’s mercy than through the
forgiveness of our sins. There will

BISHOP IN ACTION

•

be exposition and adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament throughout
the entire Conference which will
give you an opportunity to spend
some personal and quiet time with
Jesus. If you cannot be present
for the entire Conference, at
least make the time to come and
participate in what you are able,
you will not be disappointed!
In addition to our Thirst 2016
Eucharistic Conference at the end
of the month, I want to remind
all that the Catholic Church
dedicates the month of October
to the Holy Rosary. As we know,
when we pray the Holy Rosary
with reverent meditation, we come
to understand better the life of
Jesus as Our Lord, Our Savior and
Our Brother. Also, we come to
appreciate even more Our Blessed
Mother as truly His Mother
and ours, how she is always
interceding for us with Jesus and
how and why she leads us to Him.
The Holy Rosary is a tremendous
private and public prayer and I
ask you to commit to saying the
Rosary every day in this month
of October. You will find great
peace of mind and heart when you
spend about 15 minutes each day
praying with Our Blessed Mother,
meditating on Her Son’s life and
Almighty God’s eternal love for us.
Again, please come to Thirst
2016. I hope to see you there!

•

BISHOP’S
SCHEDULE
OCTOBER 2016

Oct. 3

• Red Mass, Cathedral of the
Holy Spirit, Bismarck,
12 Noon
Oct. 4
• Presbyteral Council meeting,
Center for Pastoral Ministry,
Bismarck, 10 a.m.
Oct. 7
• World Wide Children’s Holy
Hour, Church of Christ the
King, Mandan, 1 p.m.
Oct. 9
• Confirmation at the Church of
St. John, Minot, 10:30 a.m.
• Confirmation at Church of
Our Lady of Grace, Minot,
2:00 p.m.
Oct. 12
• Catholic Foundation Board
meeting, Center for Pastoral
Ministry, Bismarck, 11 a.m.
Oct. 13
• Kenrick-Glennon Seminary
Board of Trustees meeting,
St. Louis, Missouri
Oct. 16
• Confirmation for the
Churches of Sacred Heart,
Wilton, and St. Hildegard,
Menoken, at Wilton, 10 a.m.
• Catholic Scouting Award
Ceremony, Bismarck
Oct. 17
• White Mass, Cathedral of the
Holy Spirit, Bismarck,
5:30 p.m.
Oct. 18
• Real Presence Radio
interview, 9 a.m.
• Region VIII Tribunal meeting,
Ramkota Hotel, Bismarck,
12 Noon
Oct. 20
• Diocesan Youth Rally Mass,
University of Mary, Bismarck
4:30 p.m.
Oct. 21
• Permanent Diaconate
Ordination, Cathedral of the
Holy Spirit, Bismarck, 2 p.m.
Oct. 22
• Blessing of Mural and
Cemetery Cross, Church of St.
Mary, New England,
4 p.m. MT
Oct. 23
• Public Mass at Sacred Heart
Monastery, Richardton, 1 p.m.
Oct. 28-30 • THIRST 2016 Eucharistic
Conference, Bismarck Events
Center, Bismarck

Holy Father’s Prayer Intentions
for October
Universal: Journalists
That journalists, in carrying out their work, may
always be motivated by respect for truth and
a strong sense of ethics.
Evangelization: World Mission Day
That World Mission Day may renew within all
Christian communities the joy of the Gospel
and the responsibility to announce it.

SOCIAL MEDIA
Staff photo
Bishop Kagan joined the fun participating in the Autumnfest parade earlier this month in
Bismarck to help promote THIRST 2016.

Follow the Diocese on Twitter @BisDiocese
and follow Bishop Kagan @VescovoDDK
Bishop David Kagan
@VescovoDDK
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Following

S Matthew, Apostle & Evangelist, pray for
us pray for our Church. May our response
to Jesus mirror Matthew’s-immediate &
unconditional.
Tweets

Tweets & replies

Photos & videos

Like us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
Bismarck Diocese
Get status updates, photos, videos, and links and share them
with your friends.

Visit our website at www.bismarckdiocese.com
Get news, photos, videos and more from around the diocese.

Search “Bismarck Diocese” on YouTube for
videos from the Church in western N.D.
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World Youth Day
Discovering the beauty of Catholicism
By Amanda Evinger
If there’s one word that
describes Tyler Losinski’s trip
to World Youth Day (WYD) and
the mighty God who made it all
possible, it’s “amazing.”
“Every bit of the trip was just
amazing,” Tyler says. “We did so
much!”
From traveling to the Swiss
Alps to greeting the Pope with a
couple million fellow Catholics
who were “on fire” for their
faith, Tyler’s trip to WYD was
something that made a profound
impression on his life, one that
will last forever.
Tyler, an NDSU student, went
on a five-week trip along with
other young people (including
a few other NDSU students
from the Diocese of Bismarck)
in conjunction with the
Community of the Beatitudes,
which is a religious group
that has 40 houses, mainly in
Europe. Before going on the
trip, he did some fundraising
at his home parish, St. John
the Baptist in Beach, and was
touched by the generosity of his
fellow parishioners.
Because Tyler was on a service
team that was responsible for
taking care of many of the trip
details, he began his journey on
July 2 in Denver at one of the
homes of the Community of the
Beatitudes in preparation.
Next, he flew overseas and
spent a few days in a southern
town in France, and then went
to Lourdes.
“At Lourdes we saw three

Submitted photo
A highlight of Tyler Losinski’s trip to
World Youth Day included a stop in
France where he proposed to his
girlfriend Ann Perrault.

basilicas on
top of each
other, and
a spring
of water
where many
miracles have
happened.
It was
incredible!
After that
we split off
into separate
groups; I went
to Switzerland
while the
other groups
Photo by Erica Christianson
went to
Tyler Losinski carries a banner among other pilgrims on their
Northern
journey during World Youth Day.
France or
Southern
stayed with seemed like the
France. Switzerland was
friendliest people in the world!
beautiful—everything there
They were so hospitable, it was
looks just perfect! It is a
unbelievable.”
gorgeous country, and their
During their stay in Krakow,
chocolate is just as good as it
Tyler and the other members
sounds. We hiked in the Swiss
of his group went to a nearby
Alps as well.”
parish each morning for
After that, they traveled to
a catechesis session with
Poland and visited a place dear
the Bishop and Holy Mass.
to the heart of St. John Paul
Throughout his time in Poland,
II—a shrine which he found
Tyler witnessed both the
consolation from throughout his magnitude and the unified
youth.
power of the Universal Catholic
“In Czestochowa, there is a
Church in a way he will never
shrine with a truly beautiful icon forget.
of Our Lady,” Tyler explains.
“There were priests and
“Every morning, a gold sheet
adoration everywhere,” he
goes over the icon, trumpets
comments. “It was crazy! There
play, and there is a ceremony.”
were Catholic young people
Last, but certainly not least,
from all over the world wherever
they walked 150 kilometers over I looked, and most of them
five days to travel to Krakow for
spoke English. I really enjoyed
World Youth Day.
randomly meeting people and
asking them how they were
“That was the highlight of
doing. We also saw a lot of relics,
my trip,” Tyler shares. “Every
including the tomb of Blessed
day we walked about 20 miles.
Pier Giorgio. About two and a
We were with a group of people
half million people attended
from all over the world. We
the last Mass. When everyone
were all carrying a cross from
greeted the Pope, you could see
our own country, and we had so
thousands of flags waving. He
much joy as we walked along. It
told us great things and there
was so much fun! We spread so
much peace to others, especially was immense joy in the air. He
told us not to be afraid; to be an
to those who are under
example of the faith. I remember
Communism. I just loved it.”
thinking only God could bring
When the group, filled with a
hundreds of nations together. I
unique and zealous love for the
was just blown away by it.”
Lord, arrived in Krakow, they
To top off this incredible
were pleasantly surprised.
“There was a huge celebration adventure, Tyler proposed to his
girlfriend Ann Perrault on the
going on in Krakow, and there
trip as well.
was a crowd of host families
waiting for us. The families we

Photo by Erica Christianson
A sea of youth from all over the world attended World Youth Day in Poland in July.
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Team Williston at
World Youth Day
By Amanda Evinger
World Youth Day (WYD) was truly a
gift of grace for Fr. Russell Kovash, pastor
of St. Joseph in Williston,
along with his group of 10
high school students and
11 adults. As they traveled
together, they experienced
the joy of Christ, not to
mention witnessed the
phenomenal beauty of the
universal Church.
“The pilgrimage was a blessed and
extraordinary event,” he says. “It was not
a vacation but truly a pilgrimage as we
walked with backpacks nearly 100 miles
over 10 days. But it was all worth it as we
were not only spiritually nourished, but
had fun and were safe as well. Krakow,
Poland did an outstanding job of
preparing for the event and hosting us.”

Fr. Russ Kovash (third from the front), pastor of
St. Joseph in Williston, with millions of other
attendees at World Youth Day in Poland, late July.

Fr. Kovash and his group (which
included youth group directors and
parents) left Bismarck on July 20 and
returned home on Aug. 2. Soon after
they arrived in Krakow, they joined a
group from the Diocese of Winona,
Minn. During their time at WYD, they
were amazed at the sense of community
in faith, as well as many other things.
“Seeing Pope Francis up close as
he drove by was a great experience,
particularly for our students. Walking in
the streets and seeing so many young
people singing, being filled with joy,
and loving their faith was inspiring and
ought to give our world much hope. The
concert with Audrey Assad and Matt
Maher along with Eucharistic Adoration
was a moving and powerful experience
for all. The prayer vigil and concert,
along with sleeping under the stars with
two-and-a-half million pilgrims, was
memorable.”
According to Fr. Kovash, events like
WYD rekindle the fire of faith in the
heart of the Church, and empower
young people who are tempted in our
modern-day society from every angle to
live out the Gospel.
“There is always strength in numbers,”
he remarks. “World Youth Day helped
Catholic young people of the world
to realize that they are not alone in
living for Jesus and practicing the faith.
Despite the influence of today’s culture,
the youth who were present at World
Youth Day essentially said that they
don’t want to follow the culture, but
rather be serious disciples of Jesus.”
And importantly, the graces that
were freely given at WYD can be given
to anyone with an open heart, young
and old alike, whether they were able to
come to Krakow or not.
“Personally, perhaps what moved
me the most about the trip was the
outstanding message Pope Francis
delivered to the youth on the night
before the closing Mass at the prayer
vigil,” Fr. Kovash says. “It was not only
a great and inspiring message for the
youth, it was very fitting for everybody.
I would encourage everyone to get a
copy of it, and to pray over it, pondering
what our faith calls us to do in this life.”
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Spiritual growth through prayer boards
Home On The Range project helps students focus on Scripture
By Swenda Braden, HOTR Pastoral
Assistant and
Peggy Helvik, HOTR Youth Minister
“With all prayer and petition
pray at all times in the Spirit, and
with this in view, be on the alert
with all perseverance and petition
for all the saints, and pray.”
Ephesians 6:18-19
There are always new challenges
in the Home On The Range
spiritual department, mostly good
ones, and with the grace of God,
we welcome each one and meet
them head on. We realize that, as
spiritual advisors, part of our job is
to pray for our children and staff,
but another part of our job is to
teach our kids the importance and
purpose of prayer.
Girls at Fahnlander Hall are
now working on their prayer
boards. The boards are based on
the recent movie “War Room,”
which portrays an older lady who
had a prayer room/closet where
she said she did all her praying
and God did the battling. She
would post prayers for family and
friends on the walls, pray over
them, add Scripture, and let God
do the rest.
Students and staff watched
the movie together before each
student began constructing their
prayer board. They began by
covering a tri-fold cardboard
with contact paper, like the ones
used for science fairs, and then
gathered prayers and Scripture

readings together to put on the
prayer boards. The students also
embellished them with stickers,
quotes, drawings and lots of love.
We begin with a short lesson
and then work on the boards
while listening to music and
sharing stories. It is a great time
of fellowship and sharing. It will
be ongoing for a long while we
hope; as long as there are prayer
requests, work with the boards will
continue.
Along with the movie “War
Room”, we focus on quotes from
Priscilla Shirer’s book “Armor of
God.” Her prayer strategies are:
P – Praise. Gratitude to God for
who He is and what He’s already
done should thread throughout
every prayer.
R – Repentance. Expect prayer
to expose where you’re still
resisting Him.
A – Ask. Make your requests
known.
Y – Yes. “All of God’s promises
have been fulfilled in Christ with a
resounding ‘Yes’” (2 Cor. 1:20).
It is an awesome experience
to watch the girls put their own
prayers together and look up
different Scripture for every
occasion in their lives and
emotions to go with them. The
boards are both beautiful and a
great tool of spiritual growth.
We ask that you keep HOTR
and all the residents and staff in

your prayers. We are also always
on the lookout for wholesome and
Christian movies (preferably in
DVD format) for the residents.
Home On The Range is a

nonprofit organization operated
under the auspices of the Catholic
Diocese of Bismarck. The facility
is licensed to care for 46 boys and
girls, ages 12 – 19.

Submitted photo
A student at Home On The Range works on her prayer board as part of the lessons in
spiritual growth.

UPCOMING EVENTS
■ Red Mass Oct. 3
Bishop Kagan will be celebrating the Red Mass on
Monday, Oct. 3 at noon at Cathedral of the Holy Spirit.
This special liturgy is an opportunity to pray for all
those involved in the administration of justice—
judges, attorneys, law professors, law students and
government officials. The public is welcome.
■ Children’s Holy Hour Oct. 7
The annual World Wide Children’s Holy Hour is
scheduled for Friday, Oct. 7, at 1 p.m. at Christ the
King in Mandan. Bishop Kagan will be presiding. This
is open to all children whether attending Catholic
school, religious education, or home school. If your
school plans to attend the event at Christ the King,
please contact Deacon Doug Helbing at 701-4000233 or e-mail doughelbing@gmail.com with the
number of children attending so that appropriate
accommodations can be made.
■ Dickinson Schools gala Oct. 9
Dickinson Catholic Schools invites everyone to their
16th annual fall gala on Sunday, Oct. 9 at the Astoria
Hotel. Social begins at 4:30 p.m. with dinner at 6
p.m. Live and silent auction to follow. Tickets are
$60. For tickets or sponsorships, call 483-6085, www.
dickinsoncatholicschools.com or inquire at any of the
schools.
■ Search weekends
Search for Christian Maturity is a weekend retreat
experience sponsored by the Catholic Diocese of
Bismarck. The weekends are for anyone of high
school or college age (at least 15 years old). Search
weekends are held at the Badlands Ministries Camp
just south of Medora. Upcoming weekends for 201617 are: Oct. 14-16; Dec. 9-11; Jan. 20-22; March 3-5;
and April 21-23.

■ Public Square Rosary Rally Oct. 15
Join in the Public Square Rosary Rally sponsored by
America Needs Fatima Saturday, Oct. 15 at noon. It
will be held (with permission) at the State Capitol
grounds in front of the pioneer family statue. This
communal effort offers a rosary for a turn-around
of the hearts of the people and to ask for His
intervention in once again lifting up America to the
purpose she once served.
■ White Mass Oct. 17
The public is invited to attend the Bismarck Diocese’s
annual White Mass, which will be held on Monday,
Oct. 17 at 5:30 p.m. at Cathedral of the Holy Spirit in
Bismarck. The special Mass honors physicians and
those involved in the medical field.
■ Youth Rally Oct. 20
Students in grades 9-12 are invited to the High School
Youth Rally at the University of Mary on Thursday,
Oct. 20 from 1 to 10 p.m. The theme for this year’s
rally is “Endless Mercy” featuring speaker Sean
Forrest and music by the band “Taken Up.” Cost is $25
for students. Clergy, religious and chaperones are
admitted for free. Register at umary.edu/youthrally.
For more information, email umin@umary.edu or call
355-8102.
■ Mass for Deceased Clergy Nov. 3
The public is invited to the annual Mass for deceased
bishops, priests and deacons of the diocese on
Thursday, Nov. 3 at 11 a.m. at Cathedral of the Holy
Spirit.
■ Mass for God’s Children Nov. 7
Bishop Kagan will offer a Mass for God’s Children
Monday, Nov. 7 at 6 p.m. at Cathedral of the Holy
Spirit. This special Mass is for all the children that God
has called to His arms directly from the womb or from
the care of his or her parents before adulthood.

■ St. Martin celebrates Nov. 11
St. Martin of Tours in Center will be celebrating 100
years on Friday, Nov. 11. Bishop Kagan and Fr. John
Guthrie will celebrate Mass at 5:30 p.m. followed by
supper at the Center Civic Center at 6:30 p.m.
■ Holy Trinity Church marks 100th
The public is welcome to Holy Trinity Church in
Hettinger to celebrate their 100th anniversary on
Sunday, Nov. 13. Bishop Kagan will be the main
celebrant at the 10:30 a.m. Mass. Reception to follow
at the armory.
■ Prayer Day Nov. 16
The annual prayer day has been moved to the fall
this year at the University of Mary. Prayer Day will be
held Wednesday, Nov. 16 with keynote speaker Dr.
Mary Poplin, author of “Finding Calcutta: What Mother
Teresa Taught Me About Meaningful Work and
Service.” Learn more and register at
umary.edu/prayerday.
■ Marriage Encounter weekends
The next Worldwide Marriage Encounter weekends
are Nov 11-13 in East Grand Forks, Minn. and that
same weekend in Medora. Early registration is highly
recommended. For more information, visit our
website at: ndwwme.org or contact Rob and Angie at
701-347-1998.
■ Teen pilgrimage to Washington, DC
Teens in 9th-12th grades are invited to travel with the
diocese to Washington, DC on a pro-life pilgrimage.
The charter bus will be departing Tuesday, Jan. 24,
and returning Sunday, Jan. 29. Visits to many sites
and march to the steps of the Supreme Court are also
included. Six-day trip costs $550. More information
at bismarckdiocese.com/march or contact Christie at
864-354-5046, ccollins@bismarckdiocese.com.
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Sisters of Sacred Heart Monastery celebrate legacy
Continued from page 1

from the original community of
Benedictine women established in
the United States in 1852.
The journey to western North
Dakota was long and arduous,
proving perfect training for
what they found waiting for
them at Sacred Heart Indian
Mission in Elbowoods, run
by the Benedictine monks of
Assumption Abbey. When they
arrived in late September 1910,
the welcome by the Indians and
the monk missionaries was warm
and comforting, but the living
conditions proved to be neither.
The Sisters were to live in the
same building with the Indian
boarding students, a building
that left as much to be desired
as did their store of supplies. An
early story tells of there being no
bread, butter or meat on hand
when Sister Hilda set about
to make biscuits for their first
supper. Unfortunately, the can
labeled “baking powder” actually
contained plaster of paris. Those
biscuits turned out just like our
early years—hard.
Despite trying times and lessthan-desirable living conditions,
the Benedictine community’s love
of and commitment to the Native
American people on the Fort
Berthold Reservation has extended
well over 100 years.

The early years
The following few years brought
more Sisters from Pennsylvania
to help establish the mission,
but, as vocations poured in,
they returned to their home
monastery. On October 22, 1916,
Sacred Heart Convent became
the first independent community
of Benedictine women in North
Dakota, with Mother Pia as the
first prioress. The occasion was
also the first profession day for
seven new members who had
come to join.
Despite the hardship and
extreme poverty of the next several
years, the community still grew
rapidly. It became quite evident,
however, that the community did
not have a great future in such a
remote location. In August 1920,
the motherhouse was officially
moved to Garrison and within the
year four new candidates arrived.
Living in cramped, inadequate
housing in which wind, rain and
chill had easy access was nothing
new.
In 1925, Mother Pia, aged and
in poor health, resigned. Mother
Cecilia Bauer, the first North
Dakotan vocation, was elected
prioress of the struggling but
steadily growing community. The
Sisters worked long and hard,
subsisting on a steady diet of navy
beans and salt pork so they could
save for a “proper motherhouse,”
one in which everyone fit and
would still have some room for the
stream of new members.
But times were hard all over.
Drought and crop failure made
it often impossible for pastors to
pay the Sisters’ small salaries and

Sr. Mary William
Stadick

Photos by Deacon Joe Krupinsky
During its first 100 years on the prairie, the mission has not changed and continues to be carried on by the 19 sisters
who call the monastery home. Back row (l to r): Sisters Phoebe Schwartze, Lucille Heidt, Anna Rose Ruhland, Laura
Hecker, Jill West, Michael Emond, Ruth Fox, Renée Branigan, Carol Axtmann, Marie Hunkler. Front row (l to r): Sisters
Paula Larson, prioress; Patti Koehler, Janeane Klein, Annella Gardner, Dolores Heidt, Monica Thome and Kathleen Kuntz.

Submitted photo
Many of the Sisters came from farms, so large gardens and tractors have been
significant parts in the community’s life over the years. Here, Sister Leona
Baumstarck showed her skills with one of the old tractors.

what money had been squirreled
away was lost in the bank failures
in 1926-27. In 1933, a request
had been sent to Rome to form a
congregation with the Benedictine
Sisters of Crookston, Minn., and
Yankton, S.D. Permission finally
came through in April 1937.
The Sisters bought a vacant
hospital in Crosby as a backup
place in case the crowded houses
in Garrison caught fire (a distinct
possibility given the conditions)
and they opened a nursing home
until Sister nurses could be trained
to reopen the town’s hospital
which they named after St. Luke.
The community also started St.
Vincent’s Home in the bishop’s old
house in Bismarck and had cared
for elderly residents under that
name since 1941.
The ever-growing monastic
community, however, needed
greater access to transportation,
doctors, education opportunities,
culture, etc. When the offer
came to staff St. Leo’s School in
Minot, the motherhouse moved
yet again in 1942, this time to St.
Leo’s Convent. The Sisters later
purchased land and a farm on the
edge of Minot with the intent of
building their own motherhouse
and academy.
In 1949, the Sisters moved
into their first real motherhouse
and academy. More Sisters were
released for higher education both
in education and nursing.

The middle years
The 1960s and advent of
Vatican II brought major and
rapid changes. In 1962, in
response to the Pope’s call for
missionaries, four Sisters were
sent to start an academy in
Bogotá, Colombia, near the school
established by the monks of

Sr. Brigid McLean

Submitted photo
The monastery has had a herd of llamas since 1994 and
they are quite an attraction at the monastery. Prioress
Sr. Paula is the official “llama mama.” Here, she’s feeding
one of the crias (baby llamas) of a first-time mother.

Assumption Abbey.
In 1967, the Sisters built Sacred
Heart Priory (later Monastery)
west of Richardton on a 50acre plot given by the monks of
Assumption Abbey. This move
offered the Sisters educational,
professional and spiritual
opportunities they never had
before with both the Abbey and
Assumption College nearby. The
two Benedictine communities
began joint formation classes and
other such ventures that have
continued ever since. They became
near neighbors to the community
of monks with whom they began
their service in North Dakota.
The post-Vatican era brought
a greater shift from Sisters in
education and healthcare to
greater involvement in various
areas of spirituality, social
work, teaching, parish work and
chaplaincies. The Sacred Heart
Monastery Spirituality Center
invited people to come into the
monastery for programs as well as
providing outreach opportunities.
The community was able to host
large groups of retreatants and
those who were in the permanent
diaconate formation for the
diocese.
Though the community was
diminishing in numbers, it
adapted yet again in order to stay
vital. It sponsored and staffed
fewer institutions. In 1994, it
established the Sacred Heart
Benedictine Foundation to help
sustain the community.

In the 21st century
The community has expanded
its commitment to greener energy
by supplementing wind energy
harvested by the installation of
the first commercial wind turbines
in the state in 1997, adding

geothermal energy, withdrawing
from the use of coal, and installing
a highly efficient HVAC (heating,
ventilating and air conditioning)
system in building renovations.
The Sisters decommissioned
portions of the building not
needed at this time and expanded
their guest rooms. After 20
years of the annual fundraiser in
Dickinson, Celebrate the West,
which helped them accomplish
most of their renovation and
greener energy projects, they hope
to have more people come to the
monastery as guests, for the day
or overnight, to enjoy the beauty
and quiet on the bluff with a vast
view of the surrounding fields and
coulees.
Subiaco Manor, an independent
living apartment complex for the
elderly in Dickinson, is the last
institution under the community’s
direct leadership, but the
Sisters continue to serve as the
Benedictine sponsor for Sanford
Health St. Vincent’s Continuing
Care Center and Sanford Health
Marillac Manor in Bismarck.
In over 100 years on this
prairie, their lives and works
have changed, but the purpose
for coming—to help build God’s
kingdom on the North Dakota
prairie—has not. One of the
unique vows of Benedictines
is stability, a commitment to
remaining part of this particular
monastic community. It also
extends to being a part of the
surrounding community and the
responsibilities that come with it.
Though this monastic
community’s beginning was small
and difficult, it flourishes in its
witness of God’s presence in the
world.
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Giving thanks along ‘The Way’

Submitted photos

Fr. Klemmer walks the Camino in thanksgiving for his priesthood
By Patti Armstrong
Editor’s note: This is the second
of three in a series documenting
different perspectives of the
Camino de Santiago journey to
the final resting place of St. James
in Spain. The following is an
account of Fr. Marv Klemmer’s
journey in 2012.
When Fr. Marvin Klemmer
retired in 2011, he
wanted to thank
God for his 45
years as a priest.
He chose to do
it in a dramatic
way, by reflecting
on the blessing of Fr. Marvin Klemmer
his priesthood while walking the
Camino de Santiago highway also
known as “The Way of St. James.”
It is a spiritual journey of
500 miles across the Spanish
countryside that pilgrims of all
faiths have traversed since the
early Middle Ages. The final
destination is the Pilgrim Mass at
noon each day in the Cathedral de
Santiago in de Compostela, Spain,
the reputed burial place of St.
James the apostle.
“I had been thinking about
doing it for two years as I was
getting close to retirement,” Fr.
Klemmer explained. “I thought,
wouldn’t that be a wonderful way
to start my retirement?”
The following May in 2012, at
the age of 72, Fr. Klemmer began
walking “The Way,” starting from
the walled town of St. Jean Pied
de Port, one of the most popular
starting points. It crosses the
Pyrenees Mountains along the
Spanish-French border. The first
section is considered to be the
most challenging, taking pilgrims
across the Pyrenees and into the
city of Pamplona.
“The first day, I had climbed
4,050 feet and walked 13 and
a half hours,” Fr. Klemmer
explained, “but I had not brought
the right equipment.” He only
had two granola bars to eat and

one bottle of water. The many
fountains that he had read about
would be along the way were
not turned on yet, but he did
eventually find a place to get more
water.
Fr. Klemmer’s backpack was
too small and poorly fitted for his
back, giving him a backache, and
his shoes were too small. Since he
has diabetes, getting a sore on his
foot could have easily turned into a
serious infection. “I had walked as
far as Pamplona—50 miles—and
stayed a couple days with friends,”
he said. “I wanted to continue, but
realized I needed to terminate.”
He shed a lot of tears over
the decision, but knew he would
be back. “Once you think of the
Camino, you just can’t let it go,”
Fr. Klemmer said. “It’s a call, a
pilgrimage.”
The following May, with both
well-fitted shoes and backpack,
Fr. Klemmer picked up where he
had left off and completed the
remaining 450 miles to St. James
in a little over 30 days. On The
Way, he said he had much time to
reflect and in the evenings, there
were usually Masses in the small
towns that provided overnight
accommodations for pilgrims.
According to Fr. Klemmer,
most people walk the Camino for
spiritual reasons. People pass by
and walking alongside, they share
their reasons for doing it. A man
whom Fr. Klemmer sat beside
at dinner one evening in one
of the pilgrim hostels was from
Austria. “He had quit his job, had
body piercings and tattoos, and
smoked,” Fr. Klemmer said. He
could not imagine having anything
in common with the man. Father
Klemmer thought, “Lord, what are
you trying to tell me?”
Fr. Klemmer learned that
the man had felt he was going
nowhere and even contemplated
suicide. But while on the Camino,
the man decided he wanted to
spend his life working for the poor.

“So it turned out that we did have
a lot in common,” Fr. Klemmer
said. “We shared a desire to serve
others.”
Pilgrims form an immediate
bond with one another and
everyone helps and cares for one
another, Fr. Klemmer explained.
“That is what the body of Christ
is supposed to be like. We want to
get to one place—the kingdom of
heaven—and we should help each
other along the way.”
His most profound experience

came at the end during the
noontime Pilgrim Mass at St.
James. “Around 14 people I had
met along the way came to my line
for Communion,” Fr. Klemmer
said. “It was profound. I had tears
in my eyes and so did they as I
gave them the Eucharist.”
Although it’s been three years,
Fr. Klemmer said he thinks of
the trip often and still offers daily
prayer for those walking the
Camino.
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Prayer Day is this fall
Nov. 16 event speaker to share lifechanging lessons from Mother Teresa
When Dr. Mary Poplin traveled
to Calcutta, India, in the spring of
1996, her mission was to discover
“why Mother Teresa said her work
was not social work but religious
work.” After two months of serving
the poorest of the poor in the
company of the recently named
saint, Poplin discovered something
much more radical: She did not
need to travel to Calcutta to serve
those in need. As Mother Teresa
once remarked, we “can find
Calcutta all over the world.”
Speaking on the topic “Finding
Your Calcutta: What Mother
Teresa Teaches Us About
Meaningful Work and Service,”
Poplin will deliver the keynote
address at the first-ever fall Prayer
Day event at the University of
Mary on Wednesday, Nov. 16
at 10:30 a.m. in the McDowell
Activity Center. The event is open
to the public and free of charge.
According to Dr. Peter Huff,
Director of the Saint John Paul II
Center for University Ministry and
Professor of Theology, Poplin’s
visit to North Dakota could not
come at a better time.
“Today people are hungry to
serve,” says Huff. “Too often,
though, we look to faraway places
for a sphere of meaningful service.
Dr. Poplin’s experience reminds
us that ‘Calcutta’ is all around us,
including our own workplaces and
neighborhoods.”
In addition to the timeliness
of Poplin’s message following the
canonization of Mother Teresa
on Sept. 4, Huff also notes that
the fall event will serve as the
perfect lead-in to the university’s

Vocations
Jamboree
scheduled for
March 2017.
“We’re very
excited Dr.
Poplin is kicking off the new
fall and spring rotation for
our annual Prayer Day and
Vocations Jamboree events,”
states Huff. “Her insights into
work and service, sparked by her
transformative time with Mother
Teresa, reveal the profound link
between an active faith and a sense
of calling.”
A professor in the School of
Educational Studies at Claremont
Graduate University, Poplin
earned her Ph.D. from the
University of Texas. She has
taught at virtually every level of
education, from K–12 to postsecondary, and is a nationally
recognized expert on highly
effective teachers in poor urban
schools. Two of her recent
research projects have been
funded by the John and Dora
Haynes Foundation and the John
Kluge Foundation.
Poplin is the author of two
books: “Finding Calcutta,”
published by InterVarsity Press
in 2008, and her most recent
work, “Is Reality Secular? Testing
the Assumptions of Four Global
Worldviews” also published by
InterVarsity Press in 2014.
For more information about
the fall 2016 Prayer Day event,
including free registration, visit
umary.edu/prayerday.

School projects

Bishop Kagan recently toured the sites of two major Catholic
School construction projects in the diocese. Above, Dickinson
Trinity High School project is in the final stages of completion.
Conversely, the project of the new St. Mary’s Central High School
is in the very early stages. Below, Bishop Kagan blessed the land of
the future site for SMCHS. He’s joined by Msgr. Tom Richter, Fr. Jared
Johnson, and Vern Dosch, capital campaign committee chair.

Photo credits:
John Odermann (top)
Deacon Joe Krupinsky (bottom)

—Submitted information

Fall festivals in the Bismarck Diocese
St. Mary

Sacred Heart

St. Bernard

Location: Richardton
Date/time: Oct. 2, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. MT
Menu: Ham, homemade knoephla soup,
German potato salad, homemade pies
Cost: Free will offering
Includes: craft booth, raffle, cake walk, baked
goods, garden produce, bingo

Location: Wilton Memorial City Hall
Date/time: Oct. 2, 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Menu: Roast beef, mashed potatoes, corn,
salads, buns and pie
Cost : Adults $10, children ages 4-10 $5,
ages 3 and under free
Includes: pumpkin walk, Chinese auction,
and bingo starting at 1:30 p.m.

Location: Belfield
Date/time: Oct. 9, 4:30 p.m.
Menu: Roast beef, chicken, mashed potatoes,
gravy, buns, salads, desserts, beverage
Includes: bingo, games and cake walk at 1 p.m.;
raffle drawing at 4 p.m.

St. Anthony
Location: St. Anthony
Date/time: Oct. 2, Noon
Menu: Fried chicken, roast beef, potatoes,
kuchen and trimmings
Cost: Adults $10, children 3-12 $5,
children under three free
Includes: Verein Hall activities from 12:30 to 4
p.m. of bingo, silent auction, paddle wheel and
other games, ending with drawings for parish and
Christian Mothers raffles. St. Anthony Church is
now handicap accessible.

Sts. Peter and Paul
Location: Strasburg
Date/time: Oct. 2, 4 p.m.
Menu: Fried chicken, country-style sausage, rice
dressing, pie and all the trimmings
Cost: Adults & grades 7-12 $12, grades K-6 $6,
preschool $2
Includes: parish marketplace, bingo following
supper, raffle drawing

St. Mary
Location: Bismarck
Date/time: Oct. 2, 4 to 6 p.m.
Menu: Turkey, mashed potatoes, dressing, gravy,
dinner rolls, green bean casserole, beverages,
pumpkin and apple pie, and angel food cake
Cost: Adults $9, children ages 3-8 $4
Includes: silent auction during dinner

Christ the King
Location: Mandan
Date/time: Oct. 8, 5-7 p.m.
Menu: Cheese buttons, kraut nip, country-style
sausage, German potato salad, borscht, kuchen,
lemonade and coffee
Cost: Adults $11, $6 for children,
$3 for hot dog meal
Includes: Quilt auction begins at 6:30 p.m. with
the raffle drawing to follow. Meal tickets can be
purchased ahead of time after weekend Masses or
anytime at the parish office.

St. Pius V
Location: New Salem
Date/time: Oct. 9, 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Menu: Chicken and roast beef, mashed potatoes
and gravy, vegetable, salad, buns and pies
Cost: Adults $10, $5 for children ages 4-12 $5, ages
four and under $1 Includes: children’s carnival,
cake walk, raffle, bake sale, silent auction and gift
shop. Polka Mass at 10 a.m. (central).

St. Katherine
Location: Braddock
Date/time: Oct. 9, 4:30 to 6:30 p.m.
Menu: Chipped beef, mashed potatoes,
gravy, hamburger rice, coleslaw, corn, relishes,
homemade buns and pie
Cost: Adults $12, grades 1-8 $6, under six free
Includes: raffle prizes and bingo at the community
hall at 6 p.m.

St. Anne
Location: Bismarck
Date/time: Oct. 16, 9 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
Menu: Egg bake, sausage, fruit, muffin
Cost: Free will offering
Includes: blind silent auction of baskets, fresh
canned produce, and raffle prizes

St. John the Apostle
Location: Minot
Date/time: Oct. 16, 11:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Menu: Roast beef with all the fixings, pumpkin
dessert

St. Theresa
Location: Carson Fair Building
Date/time: Oct. 16, 11 a.m. MT
Menu: Kraut nip, strudel, German sausage,
coleslaw, German potato salad, dessert
Cost: Adults $10, children (grades 1-8) $5,
age 5 and under free
Includes: raffle, bingo, midway games,
silent auction

St. Joseph
Location: Dickinson
Date/time: Oct. 22, 4:30 p.m. (MT)
Menu: Kraut and dumplings with sausage, pork
chops with dill sauce, oven-browned potatoes,
coleslaw, baked apples, cooked carrots, sour cream
twists and beverages
Cost: Adults $12, children (4-18) $8,
3 and under free
Includes: Silent auction, beer & wine
pull and bake sale
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THIRST 2016 Parish Adoration Hours

October 28-30, 2016
Bismarck Event Center

Friday, October 28
3 – 4 p.m.

St. Pius, New Salem
St. Martin, Center
St. Mary Queen of Peace,
Almont
St. Anthony, Linton
St. Paul, Hazelton
St. Katherine, Braddock
4 – 5 p.m.
Queen of Peace, Dickinson
Sacred Heart, Glen Ullin
St. Ann, Hebron
St. Joseph, Grant Co.
5 – 7 p.m.
Mass - No Adoration
7 – 8 p.m.
St. Therese, Church of the Little
Flower, Minot
St. Peter, Fort Yates
St. Elizabeth, Cannon Ball
St. James, Porcupine
St. Philomena, Selfridge
Sacred Heart, Solen
8 – 9 p.m.
Our Lady of Grace, Minot
St. Hildegard, Menoken
Sacred Heart, Wilton
St. Vincent de Paul,
Crown Butte
9 p.m. - 12 a.m. St. Joseph, Mandan

THIRST 2016 Schedule
Friday, October 28

8:30 p.m.

Doors Open/Registration / Chaplet of Divine Mercy
Mass
Keynote I: Fr. Dwight Longenecker
Children’s Program: Cat.Chat
Breakout Sessions 1: Concert by Audrey Assad; Address by
Dr. Ray Guarendi

Saturday, October 29
7:30 a.m.
8:30 a.m.
9 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
1:45 p.m.

3:00 p.m.
3:30 p.m.

4:45 p.m.

6:30 p.m.
7 p.m.
8-10 p.m.

Doors Open/Registration
Morning Prayer
Keynote II: Leah Darrow
Children’s Program: Cat.Chat
Mass
Youth Program: Leah Darrow
Breakout Sessions 1: Dr. Ray Guarendi; Fr. Dwight
Longenecker; Fr. Scott Traynor; Fr. Paul Becker; Fran Beach
Chaplet of Divine Mercy
Youth Program: Audrey Assad
Breakout Sessions 2: Dave and Joan Maroney; Apostles
of the Interior Life; Fr. Scott Traynor; Fran Beach; The
Daughters of Mary Immaculate of Guadalupe
Breakout Sessions 3: Msgr. James Shea; Dave and Joan
Maroney; Fr. Paul Becker; Women’s Vocation Panel; Men’s
Vocation Panel
Evening Prayer
Keynote III: Msgr. Thomas Richter
Children’s Program: Cat.Chat

Saturday, October 29
12 – 3 a.m.
3 – 6 a.m.
6 – 9 a.m.
9 – 10 a.m.

10 – 12 p.m.
12 – 1 p.m.

Penance service/Eucharistic adoration

Sunday, October 30
8:30 a.m.
9 a.m.
10:15 a.m.

12:30 p.m.
2 p.m.

Thirsting

In anticipation of the many graces God will give to us at THIRST 2016, the conference will be
engulfed in prayer! Each parish in the diocese has been assigned a time of adoration (below). If
you are at the conference, please join in your parish’s adoration time. If you are unable to be at the
conference, please join in prayer from your local parish.

Sponsored by the Diocese of Bismarck

3:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
7:15 p.m.
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Morning Prayer
Keynote IV: Judy Hehr
Children’s Program: Cat.Chat
Breakout Sessions 4: Audrey Assad; Bishop John Folda;
Judy Hehr; Sr. Thomas Welde; OSB, The Daughters of Mary
Immaculate of Guadalupe
Keynote V: Cardinal Edwin O’Brien
Mass

1 – 2 p.m.

2 – 3 p.m.

• THIRST 2016 is free of charge. This schedule is tentative and subject to change.
• Spanish sessions will be offered this year.
• Eucharistic adoration will take place at the event facility throughout the conference.
• Members of the Apostles of the Interior Life will be providing spiritual direction.
• Tune into Real Presence Radio for interviews of select THIRST speakers.

St. Anne, Bismarck
St. Mary, Bismarck
Corpus Christi, Bismarck
Sts. Peter & Paul,Strasburg
St. Mary, Hague
St. Michael, Rural Linton
St. Joseph, Beulah
St. Martin, Hazen
Mass - No Adoration
St. Leo, Minot
St. Mary, Foxholm
St. Philomena, Glenburn
St. Joseph, Killdeer
St. Paul, Halliday
St. Joseph, Twin Buttes
St. John the Baptist, Beach
St. Mary, Golva
St. Mary, Medora
Epiphany, Watford City
Our Lady of Consolation,
Alexander
St. Thomas the Apostle, Tioga
St. James, Powers Lake
St. Michael, Ray
Holy Trinity, Hettinger
Sacred Heart, Scranton
Sacred Heart, Reeder
St. Patrick, Crosby
St. Luke, Noonan
St. John the Baptist, Portal
St. Bridget, Parshall
St. Elizabeth, Makoti
Sacred Heart, Plaza

Register and volunteer online at:
www.bismarckdiocese.com/thirst2016

to know

3 – 4 p.m.

St. John the Apostle, Minot
Queen of the Most Holy Rosary,
Stanley
St. Ann, Berthold
St. Anthony, New Town
St. Anthony, Mandaree
4 – 5 p.m.		St. Joseph, Williston
		St. John the Baptist, Trenton
St. Boniface, Grenora
St. Agnes, Kenmare
St. Joseph, Bowbells
St. Anthony, Donnybrook
St. Jerome, Mohall
St. James, Sherwood
St. John, Lansford
5 – 6 p.m.
St. Charles, Bowman
St. Mel, Rhame
St. Mary, Marmarth
St. Lawrence, Flasher
St. Theresa, Carson
St. Gertrude, Raleigh
St. Vincent de Paul, Mott
St. John the Baptist,
New Leipzig
St. Henry, Regent
6 – 7 p.m.
St. Joseph, Dickinson
St. Mary, New England
St. Elizabeth, Lefor
7 – 8 p.m.
St. Patrick, Dickinson
St. Nicholas, Garrison
Immaculate Conception, Max
Sacred Heart, White Shield
8- 10 p.m.
Penance Service
10 p.m. – 1 a.m. Ascension, Bismarck

more
about

THIRST?
Register
online:
bismarckdiocese.com

Sunday, October 30
1 – 4 a.m.
4 – 7 a.m.
7 – 10 a.m.
10 – 11 a.m.

11 – 12 p.m.

Cathedral of the Holy Spirit,
Bismarck
Christ the King, Mandan
Spirit of Life, Mandan
St. Anthony, St. Anthony
St. Martin, Huff
St. Edwin, Washburn
St. Bonaventure, Underwood
St. Catherine, Turtle Lake
St. Mary, Richardton
St. Stephen, Stark Co.
St. Thomas the Apostle,
Gladstone
St. Wenceslaus, Dickinson
St. Bernard, Belfield
St. Mary, South Heart
Sts. Peter & Paul, New Hradec

under the
“Events” tab

Register today
by mail
OR online

Name:_________________________________________________________
Address:_________________________________________________________
City:_______________________________ State:_______ ZIP:_____________
Phone:__________________ Email:___________________________________
Parish:___________________________________________________________

Bair

Spouse (if attending) ______________________________________________

Law Firm
Tom Bair
P.O. Box 100
210 1st Ave. NW
Mandan, ND 58554-0100
701-663-6568
701-663-6951 (fax)
tbair@bbglaw.net

Endowments:
Seminarian Scholarship
Your Parish • Your Family
Catholic Schools • Priest Care
Kim Dvorak

Director of Development and Planned Giving
701-204-7206 • kdvorak@catholicfoundationdob.com

catholicfoundationdob.com

The most important work we will ever do in this life is within the
walls of our own homes. Strong families make strong communities.
Spend time with your family.

Adults

_______

Youth (7th–12th Grade)

_______

Children (Pre-K–6th Grade)

_______

__ I require special needs seating.
To register:
1) online, go to bismarckdiocese.com under the events tab OR
2) Send this registration form to: THIRST, Diocese of Bismarck,
PO Box 1137, Bismarck, ND 58501-1137
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As North Dakota’s Catholic
university— 



as UND and NDSU—
the University of Mary is
honored to sponsor the
2016 Thirst Conference.

Thanks

Learn more at
     

to our generous

sponsors

for
forLife.
Life.

enroll@umary.edu
enroll@umary.edu
800-288-6279
800-288-6279(MARY)
(MARY)

Providing Asset Management for Institutional and
Individual Investors Since 1994

We are proud to support the

Diocese of Bismarck
Jeffrey L. Slepian, CPA
Senior Portfolio Manager, Principal

540 West Madison Street, Suite 1900
Chicago, Illinois • 60661-2551
Tel: (800) 836-4265 • Fax: (312) 474-0521
www.sbhic.com

Minot:
10 South Broadway
Bismarck: Kirkwood Mall

Dickinson: 2234 I-94 Bus. Loop E.
Williston: 1602 2nd Ave West

www.ikeatingfurniture.com

91.7/91.3 101.9 104.1/89.1 91.1

Bismarck/Mandan Dickinson

Williston

Minot

The Region’s Only
“A” Rated Hospital
for Patient Safety

A
Spring 2016

HOSPITAL
SAFETY
SCORE
SM

Bismarck Medical Center

Your family of Faith and Hope

w/logo of
bisonCatholic
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Exciting times for bisonCatholic
NDSU campus center banquet is Oct. 22
It’s no surprise to most that
recent studies found that 83% of
college students between the ages
of 18 and 23 will walk away from
their Catholic faith during the
collegiate experience.
That’s where the NDSU
Newman Center steps in as the
students’ home away from home
to help form lives of virtue in the
hearts and minds of our young
adults.

Because of the great fruit that
has come from this ministry and
the vibrant activity of young adults
involved today, St. Paul’s Newman
Center is inviting the public to
attend a special announcement
banquet for bisonCatholic in
Fargo on Saturday, Oct. 22 at the
Ramada Hotel in Fargo, 1635 42nd
St S.
The event begins with a social
and check in at 4:30 p.m. Dinner
and a program will follow from 68 p.m. featuring keynote speaker

Curtis Martin, Founder and CEO
of FOCUS, the Fellowship of
Catholic University Students.
During the banquet, students
and alumni will give testimonies
about how they have been directly
impacted by St. Paul’s Newman
Center. Most importantly,
those attending will be able to
take a look into the future of
bisonCatholic with a special
announcement by the Newman
Center’s Director, Fr. James
Cheney.
St. Paul’s Newman Center is the
largest campus ministry program
in the tristate region. Their
program of personal discipleship
continues to help our young adults
develop the skills to live life well
and the courage to make the world
a better place with the principles
of our faith and the personal
witness of virtue.

bisonCatholic has made an
impact for countless students since
it was established on the campus
in 1928. Just since 2004: 63 men
and women answered the call to
be a FOCUS Missionary; 40 men
have entered the seminary; four
women have become professed
religious sisters; and countless
men and women have entered into
holy marriages centered on Jesus
Christ.
Find out more at www.
bisonCatholic.org. If you are
unable to attend, prayers are
requested for the work St. Paul’s
does at NDSU, that more students
would be open and willing to enter
into a deeper relationship with
Jesus Christ and become disciples
for the Church in the world today.
—Submitted information

Celebrations
Dosch to be ordained to
transitional diaconate Sept. 29
Seminarian
Jordan Dosch will
be ordained to
the transitional
diaconate at the
Pontifical North
American College in
Dosch
Rome on Thursday,
Sept. 29. Ordination will take
place at the Papal Basilica of St.
Peter with Cardinal O’Malley,
Archbishop of Boston as the
main celebrant. A transitional
deacon is a seminarian in the
last year of preparation for
ordination to the priesthood.
Dosch and brother seminarian
Deacon Greg Luger are
scheduled to be ordained
priests for the diocese in 2017.
Two to be ordained to
permanent diaconate Oct. 21
Candidates Dan
Brooke (St. Mary’s
Parish, Bismarck)
and Brent Naslund
(Cathedral Parish,
Bismarck) have
completed the fiveBrooke
year formation
program to become
permanent deacons
for the Diocese of
Bismarck. Both
men are scheduled
to be ordained to
Naslund
the Holy Order of
the Diaconate on Friday, Oct.
21 at the Cathedral of the Holy
Spirit. Please pray for these
two men as they prepare to
serve the people of the diocese
as permanent deacons. Watch
for a feature story highlighting
these men, their families, and
vocation stories, along with
photos from their ordination in
the December issue of the DCA.
Sister Lucille retires from
service on reservation
Sister Lucille
Heidt, of Sacred
Heart Monastery in
Richardton, recently
retired from serving
on the Fort Berthold
Sister Lucille
Reservation after
27 years. She was well-loved
and highly honored, being
adopted by the Low Cap
Clan and receiving the name
Hovering Eagle Woman as well
as receiving two war bonnets,
an exceptionally high honor
for a woman. Sister Lucille’s
retirement ended the Sacred
Heart Benedictine community’s
106-year presence on the
reservation.

Submitted photo
The annual mass for homeschooling families was celebrated on Sept. 9 at Cathedral of the Holy Spirit with celebrant Msgr. Tom
Richter.

Continue to engage teens
in safety conversations
We always hear about talking to young children about
preventing sexual abuse but it’s equally important to
create a dialogue about topics like safety and sexual
assault with your teenager too. Here are some ideas
about how you might engage them in conversation.

Use the media to make it relevant.
Ask your teen’s opinion on something happening on
social media, in the news, in a new movie, or on a
popular TV show. You could even watch an episode
with them and ask follow up questions. Asking their
opinion shows them that you value their point of
view and opens up the door for more conversation.

Use your own experience to tell a safety story.
Sharing your own experiences can make these
conversations relevant and feel more real to teens.
If you don’t have an experience you feel comfortable
sharing, you can tell a story about someone you know.

For more information on keeping kids safe,
call (701) 323-5626.

052002-00085 8/16

Talk about caring for their friends — not just
about their own behavior.
Talking about how to be a good friend can be a
powerful way of expressing to your teen that you
trust them to do the right thing without sounding
like you’re targeting their personal behavior. It
also gives you the chance to communicate safety
practices they may not otherwise be receptive to.

Talk about sexual assault directly.
For some teens, safety issues like sexual assault
aren’t on the radar. On the other hand, they may have
misconceptions about sexual assault they’ve picked
up from peers or the media. Bring up statistics that
relate to them, such as the fact that 44% of sexual
abuse victims are under the age of 18. Explain that
no one “looks like a rapist,” and that 4/5 of assaults
are committed by someone known to the victim.

Schuster
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2016 God’s Share Appeal
“Give as has been given to you.”
- Sirach 35:9

“Thank You for your
generous support of the
2016 God’s Share Appeal.”

2016 God’s Share Appeal Goal: ............$3,200,000
2016 Total Commitments: ................... $3,226,745
Total Number of Donors: ........................... 10,567
Figures as of September 1, 2016

DEANERY 3 - DICKINSON AREA
PARISH

A Special Thank You to our Parish Leadership
Priests, chairpersons, secretaries, and all the individual
campaign volunteers who gave so freely of their time and
talent to make the annual God’s Share Appeal a huge success.
If you have not yet made your donation to the
2016 God’s Share Appeal but would still like to support
Bishop Kagan’s ministry, you may do so by sending
your donation to:
God’s Share Appeal, PO Box 1137,
Bismarck, ND 58502-1137
or by clicking on the “Gifting Opportunities” tab
at bismarckdiocese.com.

DEANERY 1 - BISMARCK AREA
PARISH
Ascension, Bismarck
Cathedral, Bismarck
Corpus Christi, Bismarck
St. Anne, Bismarck
St. Mary, Bismarck
St. Hildegard, Menoken
St. Bonaventure, Underwood
Sacred Heart, Wilton
St. Catherine, Turtle Lake
St. Edwin, Washburn
St. Mary, Hague
St. Paul, Hazelton
St. Anthony, Linton
St. Michael, Linton
Sts. Peter & Paul, Strasburg
St. Katherine, Braddock

GOAL

TOTAL
GIFTS

$107,960
246,442
249,469
155,268
118,678
24,075
12,026
12,001
7,386
12,415
10,494
7,884
37,707
6,238
21,843
8,657

$135,602
334,743
226,542
177,701
101,891
33,110
7,534
9,085
6,625
12,180
5,471
9,874
31,870
9,790
21,217
3,935

RESPONSE
RATE
52%
45%
43%
49%
40%
60%
56%
61%
61%
49%
44%
57%
49%
103%
71%
50%

St. John, Beach
St. Bernard, Belfield
Queen of Peace, Dickinson
St. Joseph, Dickinson
St. Patrick, Dickinson
St. Wenceslaus, Dickinson
St. Thomas, Gladstone
St. Mary, Golva
St. Paul, Halliday
St. Joseph, Killdeer
St. Elizabeth, Lefor
Sts. Peter & Paul, New Hradec
St. Mary, Richardton
St. Mary, South Heart
St. Mary, Medora
St. Stephen, Stark County
St. Charles, Bowman
Holy Trinity, Hettinger
St. Vincent, Mott
St. Mary, New England
St. Henry, Regent
St. John, New Leipzig
St. Mary, Marmarth
St. Mel, Rhame
Sacred Heart, Reeder
Sacred Heart, Scranton

GOAL

TOTAL
GIFTS

RESPONSE
RATE

PARTICIPATION
RATE

$49,237
54,463
113,197
84,089
92,507
89,460
4,666
20,397
7,653
28,486
7,660
7,209
26,588
16,205
3,888
3,034
29,195
20,383
25,217
30,512
11,254
2,753
6,956
5,198
3,586
9,717

$36,314
32,677
124,688
69,616
92,507
89,460
5,260
14,186
11,180
57,897
3,840
6,467
25,120
18,770
3,380
4,465
39,025
16,835
16,148
21,345
10,405
3,680
13,196
12,130
8,755
7,240

61%
60%
49%
56%
56%
43%
61%
72%
85%
71%
55%
61%
51%
57%
86%
68%
74%
45%
44%
56%
77%
45%
54%
79%
80%
52%

61%
59%
48%
49%
55%
43%
59%
72%
85%
71%
55%
59%
51%
56%
86%
68%
61%
45%
44%
55%
74%
45%
46%
79%
80%
52%

GOAL

TOTAL
GIFTS

RESPONSE
RATE

PARTICIPATION
RATE

$29,201
11,290
9,225
16,929
5,486
57,734
145,257
99,820
111,291
10,948
11,482
7,412
4,627
9,065
5,998
1,083

35,890
7,741
7,610
8,939
4,890
51,871
133,999
62,767
94,911
13,520
10,025
7,300
1,360
6,645
5,112
600

53%
48%
62%
51%
45%
55%
45%
46%
38%
65%
81%
63%
24%
57%
65%
12%

52%
48%
62%
51%
45%
55%
44%
46%
37%
64%
81%
63%
24%
57%
65%
12%

PARTICIPATION
RATE
51%
44%
42%
49%
40%
60%
56%
61%
61%
47%
44%
56%
48%
103%
71%
50%

DEANERY 2 - MANDAN AREA
PARISH

GOAL

TOTAL
GIFTS

RESPONSE
RATE

PARTICIPATION
RATE

St. Joseph, Beulah
St. Theresa, Carson
St. Martin, Center
St. Vincent, Crown Butte
St. Lawrence, Flasher
St. Peter, Fort Yates
Sacred Heart, Glen Ullin
St. Martin, Hazen
St. Martin, Huff
Christ the King, Mandan
St. Joseph, Mandan
Spirit of Life, Mandan
St. Pius, New Salem
St. Gertrude, Raleigh
St. Anthony, St. Anthony
St. Philomena, Selfridge
St. Elizabeth, Cannon Ball
St. James, Porcupine
St. Joseph, Grant County
St. Mary, Almont
Sacred Heart, Solen
St. Ann, Hebron

41,376
10,417
10,657
7,889
14,820
6,145
31,371
28,849
5,231
79,196
117,615
100,341
16,381
5,635
8,226
2,129
390
1,224
2,450
3,460
1,250
17,116

35,270
5,850
7,396
8,545
15,220
3,660
27,762
25,093
8,250
75,721
86,671
232,608
10,657
6,275
9,890
1,205
100
100
4,550
3,265
600
15,558

43%
38%
41%
63%
54%
29%
102%
39%
62%
53%
38%
36%
39%
79%
45%
60%
33%
13%
100%
72%
56%
97%

43%
38%
40%
61%
54%
29%
88%
38%
62%
52%
37%
36%
38%
79%
45%
60%
33%
13%
100%
72%
56%
63%

DEANERY 4 - MINOT AREA
PARISH
St. Nicholas, Garrison
St. Mary, Foxholm
St. Philomena, Glenburn
St. Agnes, Kenmare
Immaculate Conception, Max
Little Flower, Minot
Our Lady of Grace, Minot
St. John, Minot
St. Leo, Minot
St. Jerome, Mohall
St. Ann, Berthold
St. John, Lansford
St. Anthony, Donnybrook
St. James, Sherwood
St. Joseph, Bowbells
Sacred Heart, White Shield

DEANERY 5 - WILLISTON AREA
PARISH
St. Patrick, Crosby
St. Anthony, Mandaree
St. Anthony, New Town
St. Bridget, Parshall
Holy Rosary, Stanley
St. Thomas, Tioga
Epiphany, Watford City
St. Joseph, Williston
St. John, Portal
St. Luke, Noonan
St. Boniface, Grenora
St. Joseph, Twin Buttes
St. Elizabeth, Makoti
Sacred Heart, Plaza
St. James, Powers Lake
St. Michael, Ray
Our Lady, Alexander
St. John, Trenton

GOAL

TOTAL
GIFTS

RESPONSE
RATE

PARTICIPATION
RATE

$14,879
3,985
17,821
8,045
32,357
15,356
50,844
125,875
7,572
6,387
10,250
3,241
4,168
3,826
9,863
9,511
4,631
5,131

12,955
3,084
33,227
9,620
43,565
12,217
25,227
137,225
340
5,550
22,040
1,800
2,625
2,050
13,511
6,065
10,760
4,447

67%
29%
44%
52%
65%
59%
39%
41%
14%
76%
100%
21%
61%
67%
49%
69%
47%
37%

67%
29%
44%
52%
65%
59%
39%
40%
14%
71%
78%
21%
61%
67%
49%
69%
47%
37 %
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Ag Attitudes
JAMES ODERMANN

Water is the springboard to accepting God’s will
Recent events in the
Bismarck Diocese have brought
international attention to our area.
The discussion began over oil and
became somewhat contentious
when a line was drawn in the
water.
Water is key to agriculture, a
principle ingredient to the circle
of life. Without water—and water
at the right time—there is no plant
or animal life on the prairies of the
Bismarck Diocese.
The delicate balance within
nature is sustained by water. The
same delicate balance is needed
within life. So, as I listened to,
read about and observed the
actions of the principals involved
in the discussion, I did take close
notice of one placard that read
“water is life.”
As a Catholic and Christian,

water is the symbol of saving.
I believe that in the water of
baptism, I was cleansed of original
sin. Water is the springboard to
a life-long journey that involves
acceptance of the challenges and
joys of God’s route.
God’s route has curves in the
road; options galore but I reap
what I sow. My annual agricultural
harvest is in direct proportion to
how I have handled the resources
in my care. The principles include
implementing situations to build
soil health, to create opportunities
that sequester water and to
provide the proper plant and
animal livestock management
symbiosis.
In the same way, my personal
spiritual harvest is directly
correlated to my life choices. I
am called to recognize that God

calls on me constantly—through
personal interactions—to be on
the correct side of the road. The
call many times causes discomfort
and is humbling. These feelings,
however, may be part of the course
correction (discipline) needed in
my life.
The discipline, however, should
not cause me to be antagonistic
about the cross I am asked to carry
because God calls me to endure
the trials through His unlimited
love for me. I have felt the pain of
discipline only to realize the fruit
of joy later. It means believing and
trusting in God.
In the end, I must ask myself if
I have responded to the discipline
to be a true disciple of Christ. The
summer Sunday liturgical readings
were especially helpful but one
(St. Paul to the Hebrews) scored

a direct hit
with me. “Consider how Christ
endured such opposition from
sinners, in order that you may not
grow weary and lose heart.”
There are days of frustration
in the agricultural world, but
there are so many great things
happening in the countryside.
Lord, help me to see your
goodness, respond as You need
me, and then help others as You
see fit.
I hope I will listen, really listen,
and respond appropriately. Care to
join me?
■ Odermann lives with his wife, Leona, on
the family farm in Billings County. They
are members of the Church of St. Patrick
in Dickinson and assist with eucharistic
celebrations there as well as at the Churches
of St. Bernard (Belfield) and St. Mary
(Medora).

Making Sense out of Bioethics
FR. TAD PACHOLCZYK

Leaving our values at the door of the strip club
I was recently talking to a
Massachusetts family with a
21-year-old son on the autism
spectrum. Because of the
Asperger syndrome and obsessive
compulsive disorder that have
affected him since childhood,
he is only about 13 or 14 in his
understanding and behaviors.
Jimmy (not his real name)
has been in and out of mental
institutions and recently had to be
placed into a group home because
his single Mom could no longer
manage him at home.
Jimmy came from a good
family, conscientious and Catholic,
raised in a clean environment by
his mother and grandmother, who
hoped to see him cared for in a
protected and secure setting at
the group home. Soon they saw,
however, that there were issues:
the residents had unlimited TV
access in their private rooms;
there seemed to be high worker
turnover; and some of the tattooed
staff were not only heavy smokers
but used foul language.
Things took an unexpected turn
as Jimmy prepared to celebrate
his 21st birthday. Others at the
group home started pushing him
to visit the strip club in a nearby
town now that he was “going to be
an adult.” Always guileless, and
never hesitant to talk openly about
whatever was going on around
him, Jimmy blurted out to his
grandmother that the group home
staff were going to drive him the
next weekend to the Foxy Lady
Club.
A series of phone calls ensued.
When the grandmother spoke with
a staff member at the home, she
was informed there was nothing
she could do to prevent it, that
the group home routinely offered
transportation to the strip club
not only for their residents, but
for residents of the other group
homes run by the same company

in nearby towns. The staff member
said that Jimmy was now 21 and
the group home had to let him do
what he wanted.
A second phone call to the staff
supervisor resulted in the same
song and dance: the group home
had no choice but to cater to his
wishes; he was within his legal
rights now that he was 21; they
would drive others at the home to
the strip club, etc.
Finally, the grandmother called
the Massachusetts Department of
Developmental Services, which
had contracted with the company
running the group home, and
spoke to the woman in charge
of Jimmy’s case. She noted that
Jimmy was not only within
his legal rights, but it was, she
asserted, a matter of basic human
rights to allow him go to the strip
club. His grandmother replied
it would be a failure to care for
persons with mental disabilities
if caretakers facilitated sexuallyaddictive practices, which such
persons were prone to engage
in anyway, often struggling with
self-control and masturbatory
behaviors, and this might set them
up for a trip back to the mental
hospital. When she continued to
protest that visiting such a club
was not a good or moral activity,
the official replied, “Well, if you’re
concerned about ‘values,’ I leave
my values at the door every time I
go to work in order to get my job
done.”
Cases like Jimmy’s serve as a
disappointing reminder of how
low the bar has come to be set in
certain segments of our society.
The misappropriation of public
tax money by state agencies to
subsidize damaging behaviors in
a vulnerable patient population is
also regrettable and fundamentally
unjust.
The family’s struggles further
highlight an astonishing cultural

misunderstanding around the idea
of “human rights.” To suggest that
the activity of leering lecherously
at the bodies of naked women
is a “basic human right” is itself
a profound perversion, and
represents a lamentable instance
of outright moral bankruptcy.
Probably the most striking
element of a case like Jimmy’s is
the remarkably well-honed ability
of some who serve in positions of
authority and leadership—while
professing to be “good” or even
“religious” people—to jettison
their values and beliefs the
moment they are called upon to
stand up and defend what is right.
Because individuals like Jimmy
are consistently unable to make
good decisions on their own
behalf, it goes without saying that
they require a guardian to attend
to their interests and protect
them. Yet legal guardians, like
Jimmy’s grandmother, are finding
themselves in the unenviable
position of being ignored on

certain
issues by those entrusted with the
care of institutionalized residents,
apparently determined to bypass
the guardian’s will whenever
specific sexual agendas or views
about “rights” need to be duly
imposed.
Good parents never drive their
children to strip clubs, and neither
should any institution entrusted
with a protective parental role;
on the contrary, such institutions
should erect appropriate
boundaries and limits on harmful
behaviors, so their residents can
grow and flourish, contribute
positively to society, and perhaps
one day become good and mature
moral agents themselves.
■ Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. earned his
doctorate in neuroscience from Yale and did
post-doctoral work at Harvard. He is a priest
of the diocese of Fall River, MA, and serves
as the Director of Education at The National
Catholic Bioethics Center in Philadelphia. See
www.ncbcenter.org.

PROTECTING OUR CHILDREN
The Diocese of Bismarck is firmly committed to the health
and protection of our children, young people and vulnerable
adults. With the hope of healing the pain and suffering from
sexual abuse in the Catholic Church, we encourage anyone
who has suffered from this abuse to please come forward
and let us know. To report allegations of sexual abuse, please
contact: Dale Eberle, Chancellor, Diocese of Bismarck, PO Box
1575, Bismarck, ND 58502-1575. Phone: 701.223.1347 or
1.877.405.7435. The complaint form and policies can be found
on the diocesan web site at http://www.bismarckdiocese.com.

CODE OF PASTORAL CONDUCT
The Catholic Church must be exemplary: Clergy, staff,
whether diocesan or parish, and volunteers are held
accountable for their behavior. To enable the highest level
of accountability, there must be a clear and unambiguous
definition of appropriate behavior. To this end, this Code
of Pastoral Conduct is defined for the Diocese of Bismarck
and it provides a foundation for implementing effective and
enforceable standards for all personnel. View the Code of
Pastoral Conduct at http://www.bismarckdiocese.com.
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Questions

I was afraid to ask
FR. JOHN PAUL GARDNER

Q:
Submitted photo
These were some of the students who attended a Chant Camp held at St. Anne parish in
Bismarck to learn about the music of the Roman Rite.

Chant Camp students raise
their voices to God
Beginning with a beautifully sung Mass for the Feast of the
Assumption Aug. 15, Chant Camp was a week of fun, learning, and
singing at the Church of St. Anne in Bismarck held in August.
Music directors Sara Schuster and Lillian Bielinski, as well as
University of Mary music students, Madeline Schueller, Dominick
Goettle, and Anne Storick, came together with 37 campers, from the
ages of 6-17 and representing seven different parishes of the Bismarck
Diocese, to experience the timeless music of the Roman Rite—namely,
Gregorian Chant.
Each morning, vocal warm-ups introduced the campers to proper
singing technique and solfège, the do-re-mi system. The campers then
split into two choirs, the “Cherubim” and the “Seraphim,” and within a
week, learned to sing an entire Missa Cantata or sung Mass. Whether
the text was in Latin or English, the children sang the chant with ease
and eagerness. Daily lessons about the Ordinary and Proper parts of the
Mass, sacred music history, chant notation and composition were taught
before a hearty snack and outside recess games.
Recognition was given each day for demonstrating good musicianship
and teamwork, such as the “full voice,” “careful listening,” and “joyful
expression” awards. Families came to enjoy the chant campers’ music
at the 4:30 p.m. Vigil Mass at St. Anne’s on Aug. 20, which was also
followed by a potluck.
A mid-week evening presentation, “Singing well at home: Chant for
Moms and Dads,” was presented by Vicky Boechler, vocal music director
at St. Mary’s Central High School, to give encouragement and practical
tips for parents to keep the music happening at home year-round.
Chant Camp was a positive way for children of the Bismarck Diocese
to encounter a beautiful part of our Catholic heritage. Plans for next
year are underway to create future opportunities for even more children
to sing together for the Holy Mass. Lifting hearts, minds, and voices in
praise of God is a uniquely enriching experience as St. Augustine says:
“He who sings well, prays twice.”
—Submitted information
STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP, MANAGEMENT AND CIRCULATION
USPS Form 3526, October 2016
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Publication Title: Dakota Catholic Action
Publication No.: 0011-5770
Filing Date: October 1, 2016
Issue Frequency: Monthly, except July.
Number of Issues Published Annually: 11
Annual Subscription Price: $0
Complete Mailing Address of Known Office of Publication: 520 N. Washington St., Bismarck, ND 58501
Complete Mailing Address of the Headquarters of General Business Office of Publisher:
PO Box 1575, Bismarck, ND 58502-1575
9. Full Names and Complete Mailing Addresses of Publisher, Editor, and Managing Editor:
Publisher: Most Rev. David D. Kagan, PO Box, 1575, Bismarck, ND 58502-1575
Editor: Sonia Mullally, 520 N Washington St., Bismarck, ND 58501
Managing Editor: Sonia Mullally, 520 N Washington St., Bismarck, ND 58501
10. Owner: Diocese of Bismarck, 520 N. Washington St., Bismarck, ND 58501
11. Known bondholders, mortgagees, and other security holders owning or holding one percent or more of total amount of
bonds, mortgages, or other securities: None
12. Tax Status (For completion by nonprofit organizations authorized to mail at nonprofit rates): Tax purpose, function, and
nonprofit status of this organization and the exempt status for federal income tax purposes has not changed during
preceding 12 months.
13. Publication Title: Dakota Catholic Action.
14. Issue Date for Circulation Data Below: Sept. 2016
15. Extent and Nature of Circulation
Average No. Copies
No. Copies of Single
Each Issue During
Issue Published Nearest
preceding 12 Months
to Filing Date
Total Number of Copies (Net press run)
24,500
24,500
Paid Circulation
(1)
Mailed Outside-County Paid Subscriptions
23,296
23,243
(By Mail and
(2)
Mailed-in-County Paid Subscriptions
0
0
Outside the
(3)
Paid Distribution Outside the Mail
0
0
Mail)
(4)
Paid Distribution by Other USPS Classes
0
0
Total Paid Distribution
23,296
23,243
Free or
(1)
Free/Nominal Rate Outside-County Copies
0
0
Nominal Rate Dist. (2)
Free/Nominal Rate In-County Copies
0
0
(By Mail and
(3)
Free/Nominal Rate Other Copies USPS Classes
0
0
Outside Mail)
(4)
Free/Nominal Rate Distribution Outside the Mail
0
0
Total Free/Nominal Rate Distribution
0
0
Total Distribution
23,296
23,243
Copies not Distributed
1,204
1,257
Total
Percent Paid
16. Electronic Copy Circulation:

Paid Electronic Copies
Total Paid Print Copies + Paid Electronic Copies
Total Print Distribution + Paid Electronic Copies
Percent Paid (Both Print & Electronic Copies)
Sonia Mullally, Editor

24,500
100
Average No. Copies
Each Issue During
preceding 12 Months
0
0
0
0

24,500
100
No. Copies of Single
Issue Published Nearest
to Filing Date
0
0
0
0

Why should
my family pray
the rosary?

If you ask almost any
child to tell you the
most important day in
October, with fillings and braces
in their beautiful smiles, they will
surely shout, “Halloween!”

A:

And before our Catholic hearts
respond with a shocked, but
somber “Boo! Hoo,” we ought
to remind them that the candy
riddled feast of All Saints Day
Eve (i.e., Halloween) is not nearly
as sweet as that all important
feast day in the first week of the
month: Oct. 7, the Feast of Our
Lady, Queen of the Most Holy
Rosary. In fact, wouldn’t it be
amazing if every Catholic spent
the Month of the Holy Rosary
praying it daily?
Praying the rosary will bring
peace, and family unity in every
situation. For instance, spending
15 minutes praying the rosary
before everyone heads out to
“raid” the neighborhood of
Snickers, Laffy Taffy, and Twizzlers
on Oct. 31, may be just the
remedy you need to avoid WWIII
when everyone returns home
for the evening to divvy up the
spoils, store them, and get to bed
in order to be attentive at Mass
for the Holy Day of Obligation
the next morning. If you pray the
rosary throughout the month
of October, perhaps the young
ones will be inspired to dress
up at Halloween as a saint like
St. Joseph, Terror of Demons,
rather than something with the
appearance of ones down in
the pit, who are terrified by the
Spouse of the Queen of the Most
Holy Rosary.
Now, gathering everyone to
pray the rosary is not always an
easy task (especially adults). I
remember well how my mother
tried to gather her nine “chicks”
each night, and these nine
employed the most elaborate
reasons to be excused from
the family rosary: feigning ill,
pretending to be asleep, or
suddenly remembering that
nuclear physics quiz the next
day. Dads and moms, remember
that your valiant efforts at prayer
will always bear great fruit.
Our Blessed Mother will bring
abundant blessings to every
home where the rosary is prayed.
The family that prays together
stays together!
Perhaps one of the more trying
aspects of faithfully reciting
the rosary is not so much the
struggle to keep focus amidst
distractions around Halloween,
as much as charitably responding
to our Christian brothers and
sisters who were estranged
from Holy Mother Church on
Halloween day 1517.

At times our separated brethren
will challenge and even chastise
the children of Mary for their
piety, which is inspired by the
Holy Spirit. Jesus Himself was
the first Child of Mary, and if
people challenge or chastise
Mary’s children they do the
same to Him. However, mindless
chastisement can lead impious
Catholics to abandon the rosary.
Could it be that the devil himself
hates the rosary and would
encourage this chastisement?
Could it be that the devil hates
the children of Mary? We can find
our answer in chapter 12 of the
book of Revelation.
Here, the Blessed Virgin gives
birth to Jesus and the devil is cast
out of heaven. Watch whom he
attacks: “When the dragon saw
that it had been thrown down to
the earth, it pursued the woman
who had given birth to the
male child… Then the dragon
became angry with the woman
and went off to wage war against
the rest of Her offspring, those
who keep God’s commandments
and bear witness to Jesus.” (vs.
13, 17). Here, we see that Satan
hates not only Jesus, but Mary
and all of the children of Mary.
He especially hates those who
pray the rosary, because they are
powerful against him.
Look at this story: Bishop Oliver
Dashe Doeme of Nigeria was in
desperate prayer for his flock
in 2014. The horrible terrorist
group Boko Haram was bringing
the most hideous frightening
terrors upon the people of his
diocese and the bishop begged
God for an answer, a way to fight
back. Jesus himself appeared
holding a sword and the bishop
instinctively held out his hands
to receive the weapon which
instantly turned into a ROSARY.
After this amazing exchange,
Jesus said three times to Bishop
Doeme, “Boko Haram is gone.”
The message was clear to the
bishop, praying the rosary will
defeat evil.
The holy rosary is very powerful,
and it is completely based on
Sacred Scripture. It has been
faithfully recited daily by so
many of the greatest saints. Be
a faithful Catholic and pray the
rosary daily. Always remember
that infinitely sweeter than any
amount of Halloween candy, is
Our Lady, Queen of the Most
Holy Rosary. We pray, “O Clement,
O Loving, O Sweet Virgin Mary.
Pray for us! That we may be made
worthy of the promises of Christ!”
Ave Maria!

■ Fr. Gardner is pastor of St. Peter
in Fort Yates and the Catholic Indian
Mission, as well as the satellite parishes
in Cannon Ball, Porcupine, Selfridge
and Solen. If you have a question you
were afraid to ask, now is the time to
ask it! Simply email your question to
info@bismarckdiocese.com with the
“Question Afraid to Ask” in the subject
line.
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Balancing Church & State

CHRISTOPHER DODSON

Your Faith and your vote
Each election cycle, the bishops of North
Dakota issue a guide to help Catholics through
the voting process. It begins by summarizing
the process a Catholic should follow when
moving from faith to the actual vote. In
addition, the bishops identify important issues
for this election year, which are presented in
the form of questions to ask the candidates.
Below is this year’s guide with questions to
ask the state candidates. To easily email these
questions directly to your candidates, go to
yourfaithyourvote.org. The website also has
questions to ask the candidates for the U.S.
House of Representatives, the U.S. Senate, and
the Presidency.

Faith
As people of faith and reason, Catholics are
called to bring truth to political life. Faith helps
us see more clearly the requirements of a good
society, namely respect for the dignity of all
human life and a commitment to the common
good.
Conscience
A well-formed conscience equips us to
address political questions. “Conscience is a
judgment of reason whereby the human person
recognizes the moral quality of a concrete act…
[Every person] is obliged to follow faithfully
what he [or she] knows to be just and right”
(Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 1778).
We have a lifelong obligation to form our
consciences in accord with human reason,
enlightened by the teaching of Christ as it
comes to us through the Church.
Issues
The questions listed here can help Catholics
make moral and prudential decisions about
candidates and public policies. Please use this
when contacting candidates. Some issues are
more important than others. Some concern
policies, like attacks on human life, that a
Catholic can never support. Catholics can
legitimately disagree about how to address
some other issues. All the issues, however,
deserve our attention.

Candidates
Find out the candidates’ positions on each
of the issues. Look beyond party politics,
analyze campaign rhetoric critically, consider
the character and integrity of the candidate,
and examine political leaders according to the
principles of your faith.
Choices
When all candidates hold a position that
promotes an intrinsically evil act, the voter
may take the extraordinary step of not voting
for any candidate or, after careful deliberation,
vote for the candidate deemed less likely to
advance such a morally flawed position and
more likely to pursue other authentic human
goods.
Vote
Catholics have an obligation to participate
in the democratic process. Remember to vote
and, no matter what the outcome, become
involved in the legislative process. One way to
get involved is by joining the Legislative Action
Network at ndcatholic.org.
Where does the candidate stand on:
Right to Life and Dignity of the Human
Person
Protecting unborn human life and
committing state resources to ending abortion?
Preserving the state bans on assisted suicide,
euthanasia, the death penalty, and human
embryo research?
Preventing state funds from paying for
abortion and abortion advocacy?
Religious Liberty
Allowing individuals and businesses to offer
services to the public in accordance with their
religious beliefs?
Providing the highest level of legal
protection for religious freedom without
unduly infringing upon the legitimate and
compelling interests of the state?

Respecting the
freedom of parents to
educate their children, especially in matters of
moral development?
Enabling parents to choose the best
educational setting for their children?
Opposing policies that force government
agencies, businesses, charities, and schools to
accept false gender ideologies?

The Community
Ensuring access to health care while
respecting human life, human dignity, and
religious freedom?
Preserving and promoting programs that
help the poor and most vulnerable members
among us, including those with disabilities,
mental illnesses, and chemical addictions?
Ensuring safe and affordable housing?
Criminal justice reform that allows lowrisk non-violent offenders an opportunity to
receive services for mental illness and chemical
addiction instead of incarceration?
Providing safe havens for properly-vetted
refugees, regardless of race, nationality, or
religious affiliation?
The Economy
The right of local communities to regulate
for the common good?
Policies that ensure a just wage, economic
initiative, and the right of workers to form
associations to collectively represent their
interests?
Policies to protect and foster family farms,
rural communities, and good stewardship of
natural resources?
Economic development that respects
families, the community, creation, and the
dignity of the human person?
■ Dodson serves as executive director of the N.D. Catholic
Conference, the official liaison for the dioceses of Fargo and
Bismarck in matters of public policy.

Family Life
Supporting pregnant women and the lifeaffirming centers that serve them?

Catholic Foundation announces seminarian fund
matching gift challenge
For a third year running, the
Catholic Foundation for the
People of the Diocese of Bismarck
is offering a matching gift
challenge. The new, match dollars
of $200,000 were made possible
this year by the generosity of an
anonymous donor. Each year
the Foundation has been able to
increase the challenge and this
year’s is the largest yet.
The Diocese of Bismarck
currently has 29 seminarians
in all stages of formation, and
the annual budget for educating
these young men is nearing
$1 million. The goal of the
Catholic Foundation is to grow
the seminarian scholarship
endowment fund to a selfsustaining amount, so that no
young man who has discerned the
will of God in his life to become a
priest for the Diocese of Bismarck
will have a financial hurdle in
being properly educated.
Director of Vocations, Fr.
Josh Waltz, elaborated, “We
have been blessed with a record
number of seminarians this year
for our diocese. With the great

blessing of so many willing to
give their lives for Christ comes
the responsibility of educating
them and helping them follow
and discern their calling without
the distraction of overwhelming
financial concerns. It is
something that only lay faithful
can provide!”
Gifts in the range of $1,000 to
$15,000 will be matched with an
additional 50% through the end
of 2016, or until the match funds
are exhausted. An example of
this would be a $5,000 gift with a
50% match which would become
a $7,500 total contribution to the
seminarian endowment fund.
Director of Development &
Planned Giving, Kim Dvorak,
expressed that the reaction to
this year’s matching gift program
has been very positive. “Because
of the 40% North Dakota tax
credit, gifts of at least $5,000,
up to a maximum of $50,000
for couples filing jointly, qualify
for the tax credit. Because of this
unique opportunity here in N.D.,
the potential is great to maximize
your gift and be more charitable

than you ever thought you could.”
With questions about the
tax credit, call Dvorak at 701204-7206. Donors are asked to
speak with their tax professional
to see how this may apply
to each person’s situation.
For more information or to

make a gift online, go to www.
CatholicFoundationDOB.com.
Click on the “Donate Now”
tab and select “Seminarian
Scholarship Fund.”
Staff report

Diocese of Bismarck Seminarian Scholarship Fund
❑ Yes, I/we wish to make the following gift to this challenge.
❑ $1,000
❑ $5,000
❑ $10,000
❑ Other __________
Name

______________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
Phone ______________________________________________________
Email

______________________________________________________

Please make check payable to:
Catholic Foundation for the People of the Diocese of Bismarck
Mail to: Center for Pastoral Ministry,
P.O. Box 1137, Bismarck, ND 58502-1137
Gifts in the range of $1,000 to $15,000 will be matched by 50% until Dec. 31, 2016
or until the match funds are exhausted. The ND Tax Credit of 40% will apply for a gift
of $5,000 or more. Maximum gift to receive the ND Tax Credit is $25,000 per person.
For more information, contact Kim Dvorak, 701-204-7206 or
kdvorak@bismarckdiocese.com.
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Monday, Oct. 3 at Noon
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit - Bismarck, ND

You are invited to attend the

Diocesan White Mass
Monday, October 17
3ULFHVVWDUWLQJDWaZLWK$LUIDUH,QFOXGHGLQWKLVSULFH

5:30 p.m.

IURPDQ\ZKHUHLQWKH86$

6HYHUDOWULSVWRGLIIHUHQWGHVWLQDWLRQVWKH+RO\/DQG,WDO\
)UDQFH3RUWXJDO 6SDLQ3RODQG0HGMXJRUMH/RXUGHV 
)DWLPD,UHODQG 6FRWODQG(QJODQG$XVWULD*HUPDQ\ 
6ZLW]HUODQG*UHHFH 7XUNH\9LNLQJ&UXLVHV&DULEEHDQ
&UXLVHV%XGDSHVW3UDJXH2XU/DG\RI*XDGDOXSH
&RORPELD%UD]LO$UJHQWLQD'RPHVWLF'HVWLQDWLRQVHWF«

Cathedral of
the Holy Spirit
520 Raymond Street Bismarck, North Dakota
The special Mass honors
physicians and those
involved in the medical
field.

:HDOVRVSHFLDOL]HLQFXVWRPWULSVIRU%LVKRSV3ULHVWV
DQG'HDFRQV
&DOOXV--
+DEODPRV(VSDxRO--
ZZZSUR[LPRWUDYHOFRP
DQWKRQ\#SUR[LPRWUDYHOFRP

Frank Greff, FICF, LUTCF

Aaron Mahlmann, FIC, LUTCF


701-483-8839
frank.greff@kofc.org

 
701-222-2755
aaron.mahlmann@kofc.org

Mike Klabo
 
701-580-9036
michael.klabo@kofc.org

Protect What Matters Most
YOUR LIFE. YOUR FAMILY. YOUR FUTURE.

LIFE INSURANCE

DISABILITY INSURANCE

LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE

Mike Vetter

701-837-0135
michael.vetter@kofc.org

RETIREMENT ANNUITIES

Pat Dolan, FICF
John Kreitinger

701-483-5466
john.kreitinger@kofc.org

  
701-298-9922
patrick.dolan@kofc.org

Don Willey, FIC
 
701-202-9089
don.willey@kofc.org

