WWW.BISMARCKDIOCESE.COM

VOL. 76 NO. 1

JANUARY 2017

Dakota Catholic Action
Reporting on Catholic action in western ND since 1941

Meet our seminarians
Young men testifying to the power of faith

By Amanda Evinger
Even though our diocese may be
comparably small in size, we are
clearly not “small” in faith, fervor,
or commitment to Jesus Christ.
This is evident by the fact that
we have been blessed with 28
dedicated seminarians pursuing
the priesthood. Each one of them
gives us an outstanding example of
zeal and faith as they put the love
of God and others at the forefront
of their daily lives. Their journeys
are unique and inspiring, and
testify to what it means to be, as
St. Therese of Lisieux said, “love”
in the heart of the Church.
Here we learn from three of
our seminarians what it means to
embody that love in the heart of
the Church.
Seminarian Matthew Koppinger
shares that he first sensed he had a
priestly vocation
when he was just
a boy.
“I have felt
called to the
priesthood since I
was very young,”
he said. “I always
experienced great Matthew Koppinger
peace around the
celebration of the Mass; my time
as an altar server was especially
moving. When I was in the CCD
program at my home parish of St.

Anne’s in Bismarck, both my sixth
grade teacher and my seventh
grade teachers asked me if I had
ever thought about the priesthood.
These were definite pushes in the
right direction.”
Following these nudges of
encouragement, Matthew gained
even more inspiration from many
faithful people God put in his path,
proving the powerful effect that a
Catholic family and educational
environment can have on a young
person.
“What really enabled my faith
to grow was the time I spent at
St. Mary’s Central High School,”
Matthew said. “There, I found
a group of life-long friends that
I knew I could rely on, and we
allowed each other to grow in
holiness. My education was
great as well, and exposed me
to a rigorous exploration of
Catholicism. My teachers had
a big impact on me, especially
Mr. Michael Rubblekee, who
taught me about the Old and
New Testaments. And, it helped
immensely that my parents said
they would support me whether I
decided to enter the seminary or
not.”
In addition to enjoying his
studies as a seminarian currently
at St. John Vianney Seminary
in St. Paul, Matthew continues

to grow as a disciple of Christ in
profound ways.
“First, I have begun to learn
how to pray and bring my joys,
sorrows, and struggles to Jesus,”
Matthew commented. “Being
able to form life-long friendships
with my brother seminarians and
learning to interact with people
who are clearly different than
me has been so helpful. Your
person expands in a way, your
worldview broadens, and you start
to appreciate the various talents
and abilities that God has given to
every individual.”
Seminarian Ben Franchuck,
currently studying at St. John
Vianney
Seminary in
Denver, has also
found that living
in community
with other men
pursuing the
priesthood has
helped him grow
Ben Franchuck
as a person.
“It has been a blessing to live
in a community with guys that
know they are not perfect, but
are striving to do the will of God
in everything, and encourage the

other men they live with to do
the same,” Ben said. “I have also
enjoyed realizing how God created
me just as I am, and developing
that person within the will of God
and the formation of the Church. I
always have and always will enjoy
doing manual labor, farming,
hunting, and being outdoors.
That is who I am whether I am
a seminarian, a priest, or a lay
person.”
Looking back, Ben sees that the
ability to enter the seminary was
a true blessing from the hand of
God.
“I honestly did not feel called
until one night, as I was struggling
with life in general, I was talking
to a friend and I told them I was
thinking about the priesthood,”
Ben explained. “After that, I
started to think about it more
seriously and realized through
prayer that God was calling me to
the priesthood. After that moment,
God spread his grace around me
by giving me the gift to move
from Illinois back to Dickinson
with a full-time engineering job
knowing that I would be leaving
for seminary in the fall.”
Continued on page 8
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Bishop David D. Kagan

Keep a good thing going throughout the new year
FROM THE BISHOP

Bishop David D. Kagan

A

s we begin a new calendar
year, I want to wish all of
you a blessed, peace-filled
and Happy New Year.
The usual and nice custom
of making some New Year’s
resolutions is upon us and it
is an interesting time in our
lives when we are deciding
what we will be resolved to do
differently in the coming year.
I say it is interesting because

what we usually resolve to do is
something that is easy to do. It
is something that we may have
been doing already or we have
been doing but will do just a bit
differently in the future, and
usually something that sooner
than later we will tire of and
stop doing altogether.
I would like to offer an
alternative to our usual practices
in coming up with our New
Year’s resolutions. As Catholics,
our new year has already begun
with the first Sunday of Advent,
so we are well into a new year
of grace and favor from the
Lord. If we made an effort to
keep and observe Advent as it
is intended to be observed, we
did something that helped us
prepare to celebrate the birth of
Jesus with the joy, strengthened
faith and hope, and the fervent
charity only His presence can
give to us.
As Advent should have
prepared us to find and welcome
Jesus into our lives and into
our midst by helping us to make
straight His way, why don’t we
resolve for the new calendar

BISHOP IN ACTION

year to continue to do what we
were doing during the Advent
season? If we decided to go to
Mass an additional day during
the weeks of Advent, be resolved
to continue to do this each week
during the new calendar year.
If we decided to go to
confession every two weeks
during the Advent season, be
resolved to continue to do this
throughout the new calendar
year. If we decided to come
to Eucharistic Adoration each
week during the Advent season,
be resolved to continue to do
this each week during the new
calendar year. In other words,
since the Church wants us to use
our Advent practices throughout
our new year of grace and favor
from the Lord to follow Him,
then why not just make this your
calendar year resolution for
2017?
All the other New Year’s
resolutions are good and
useful but, in all honesty, how
many do we really keep? And
furthermore, how many of those
resolutions have any good and
positive impact on our lives of
faith?
The transition from the
Advent season to the Christmas
season is a seamless one, so let’s
keep a very good thing going
throughout the new calendar
year.
Again, to all of you and yours,
a Blessed and Happy New Year!

BISHOP’S
SCHEDULE
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•

Jan. 1

• Mass for the
Solemnity of Mary,
Mother of God,
Cathedral of the Holy
Spirit, Bismarck,
8:30 a.m.

Jan. 7-13 • Region VIII Bishops
Retreat, Venice, FL
Jan. 17

• Real Presence Radio
interview, 9 a.m.

Jan. 19

• Dickinson Catholic
Schools Ribbon
Cutting/Open House,
11 a.m. MT

Jan. 24

• Mass for March
for Life Pilgrims,
Cathedral of the Holy
Spirit, Bismarck,
1 p.m.
• Right to Life Mass,
Church of St Mary,
Bismarck, 7 p.m.

Jan. 26

• North Dakota
Catholic Conference
Legislative Mass &
Dinner, Cathedral
of the Holy Spirit,
Bismarck, 5:30 p.m.

Jan. 30

• Catholic Schools Week
Mass, Trinity High
School, Dickinson,
11 a.m. MT

Holy Father’s Prayer Intentions
for January

Staff photo
A behind the scenes look at Bishop Kagan in his office as he’s recording his weekly
video message “Faith Matters.” Released every Wednesday, videos can be viewed on the
diocesan social media channels as well as the website at www.bismarckdiocese.com/faithmatters-weekly-video.

Evangelization:
Christian Unity. That all Christians
may be faithful to the Lord’s
teaching by striving with prayer
and fraternal charity to restore
ecclesial communion and by
collaborating to meet the
challenges facing humanity.
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S. John of the Cross pray for us pray
for our Church. A spiritual giant of the
Faith. His humility only underscored his
sanctity of life.
Search “Bismarck Diocese” on YouTube for
videos from the Church in western N.D.
Like us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
Bismarck Diocese

Get status updates, photos, videos, and links and share them
with your friends.

Visit our website at www.bismarckdiocese.com
Get news, photos, videos and more from around the diocese.
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Storytelling on quilts
Sister Nancy helps students bring their stories to life on fabric
“We all have stories to tell,
stories that can come alive
as an artistic expression on
a quilt,” explains Sr. Nancy
Gunderson, a Benedictine
Sister of Annunciation
Monastery, and a professor
at the University of Mary.
She and her twelve students
are exploring together how
stories come together on
fabric, to be kept or given
as a treasured keepsake of a
meaningful aspect of their
lives.
One student shares
about her family’s personal
journey that has led to a
“Make a Wish” trip to Disney
World, another titled her
quilt “Inspiration” as she
illustrates people who have
influenced her life. Others’
quilts reflect hobbies, pets,
historical events – the
options are limited only by
imagination.

“Story art quilts are
comprised of incorporating
images and text,” said Sr.
Nancy. “The beauty is,
you don’t have to be an
artist to do this, we learn
a bit about lettering first
and then we practice on
fabric, like a tote bag. After
that, we conceptualize the
story we would like to tell;
sometimes the stories build
and change, as we create. We
draw images and weave text
throughout the quilt.”
Gunderson has a knack for
telling stories through her
art. Each piece she creates
has significant meanings
behind it. “It is a gift for me
to teach this to my students.
In some respects, it’s like
journaling on fabric and can
be therapeutic.”
—Submitted information

Sr. Nancy with her quilt, Diaspora.

Submitted photos

A student working on her “Inspiration” quilt.

A student works on the finer detail of the tree depicted on her quilt.

“The beauty is, you don’t have to be
an artist to do this . . .”
Sr. Nancy
A student working on her quilt portraying her family’s “Make a Wish” trip to Disney
World.
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Last year’s March for Life in Washington, D.C. was a memorable time in many ways, including being stranded in a blizzard on the return trip home.

Teens and young adults to march in Washington, D.C.
By Patti Armstrong
No one coordinating buses
from the University of Mary and
St. Mary’s Central High School to
the March for Life in Washington
D.C. last year would have planned
to get trapped for 20 hours in
a blizzard on the Pennsylvania
Turnpike. But, God’s plan is
always much bigger than ours.
The dramatic winter traffic jam
is what it took to break through
the media’s annual snubbing of the
nation’s largest gathering for life.
Annually, an estimated 500,000
come together on the anniversary
of the 1973 Roe v. Wade Supreme
Court decision that legalized
abortions in the United States.
Last year, the stranded students
made worldwide news, finally
bringing the March for Life to the
forefront.

“We were on the front page
of The New York Times because
of the snow,” Msgr. James Shea,
president of the University of Mary
said. He, and a small entourage of
well-wishers, had gone from bus
to bus on the turnpike last year
spreading cheer and singing Irish
songs among the North Dakota
pilgrims.

Cassandra Baker
Chaperone & St. Mary’s
Pre-K Teacher
“What was really
beautiful to me was
how these students
will never forget that
they are not alone in
the pro-life cause.”

Ethan Leingang,
SMCHS senior
“When I first saw all
the pro-life supporters
gathered around
the Washington
monument, I felt an
overwhelming sense
of purpose and a deep
passion for saving
the lives of those
who cannot save
themselves. I knew
that this moment was
from God, and that
it would stand out in
my memory from this
point forward.”

North Dakota stands out
The stranded North Dakotans
also got the attention of the March
for Life director Jeanne Mancini.
She asked them to lead this year’s
march on Jan. 27. “The University
of Mary has a compelling story
regarding their heroic travels
home after the 2016 March in the
blizzard,” she said in an email.
“They have an incredible passion
as evidenced by their long journey
every year on buses and the sheer
numbers of participants.”
It is the second time North
Dakota students have led the walk.
In 2015, students from Fargo
Shanley High School led with
almost their entire student body
plus about 45 area public school
students.
Msgr. Shea likens the 1,500-

mile trip to when Jesus took
Peter, James and John with
Him to Mt. Tabor to witness the
Transfiguration. “Jesus took them
there to strengthen their hearts
to ready them for the times when
He was not shining with glory,”
he said. “When our students
experience the march, they are
strengthened to prepare their
hearts for the conflicts of our
culture and to live their prolife
convictions every day.”
Each year, right before the
University of Mary group reaches
the U.S. Supreme Court building,
with hundreds of thousands
walking along Constitution
Avenue, Msgr. Shea says he likes
to tell everyone to look around. “It
is a powerful experience for them
to recognize, they are not alone,”
he said.
Anne Dziak, from Chicago, is
a University of Mary graduate
and the March for Life campus
coordinator this year. She
explained the prolife message that
permeates the campus. Dziak has
attended the march 10 times and

was on one of the buses last year.
She said that this year, there
will be seven buses for 350
pilgrims reserved for University of
Mary students compared with two
buses for 100 students last year.
“Coming to North Dakota from
Chicago where abortion is very
accessible, it was exciting to come
Continued on page 5

Victor Fleck,
2016 SMCHS graduate
“When we were
surrounded by so
many people who
were working together
to stop abortion, I felt
like we had a direct
connection with God
and were surrounded
by His grace.”

Participants carried an assortment of signs during last year’s march.

Submitted photo

Dakota Catholic Action | 5

JANUARY 2017
Continued from page 4

to a city with no abortion clinic,”
she said. That fact drives the very
active Collegiates for Life group
to work harder, according to her.
“They can’t just go to an abortion
clinic to pray; they have to come
up with other ways to get at the
problem.”

Alexandra Gallagher,
SMCHS senior
“I never thought that
so many people of
different faiths and
ethnicities could come
together and support
one cause.”
Their journey to D.C for the
march is just one of many prolife
opportunities, Dziak said. For
instance, Collegiates for Life has
set up tables with information and
posters asking the questions to
ignite discussions. This year they
also drew chalk hearts all over
the sidewalks on campus with
each heart representing a certain
number of lives lost.

High School pilgrims
At St. Mary’s Central High
School, Nick Emmel, Religious
Studies Chair and Coordinator
for Students for Life, is taking his
seventh high school group to the
march; three years when he was a
teacher at Fargo Shanley and this
will be his fourth with St. Mary’s.
There will be three buses with
around 130 students, including
60 percent of the senior class.
Students from Trinity High School
in Dickinson and Bishop Ryan in
Minot will join in on the trip which
includes daily Mass, museums,
the “Life is Very Good” prayer
rally, and a gathering with Fargo
students for Mass at St. Patrick’s
Church.
According to Emmel, the march
provides a natural synthesis of
faith and culture, which is one of
the tenants of Catholic Education.
“I was given this opportunity when
I was a junior in high school,”
Emmel said. “It changed the way
that I view the world, and I want
my students to have this gift.”
Holistic approach
St. Mary’s principal, Reed
Ruggles, explained that a Catholic
school does not have to tiptoe
around the heart of the prolife

Sarah Zander,
2016 SMCHS graduate
“Although we were
cold, our faith was
on fire! The March for
Life also showed me
that, not only is God
working in the hearts
of those at SMCHS, but
700,000 others.”

matter. “The beauty of a Catholic
education,” he said, “is that it
offers the opportunity to receive
a holistic philosophy about
life, which states that the most
sacred aspect of our lives is life
itself.” According to him, “St.
Mary’s is firmly established in
this philosophy which is why the
March for Life in Washington D.C.

Mason Merck,
2016 Bishop Ryan
graduate
“During the
pilgrimage, I felt
God’s grace when
we prayed together,
whether it be praying
the rosary, night
prayer, the Angelus on
the bus, celebrating
Mass in many
different churches, or
venerating the cassock
of St. John Paul the
Great.”

has become an annual landmark
experience for our students.”
Ruggles explained that prolife
issues are intrinsic in many
subjects at St. Mary’s beyond
religion class. “We talk about God
being the author of all life from
conception to natural death in
religion classes and it’s extended
into all our classes, such as

philosophy, science, anatomy, and
biology,” he said. It also extends to
the extracurricular groups such as
Saints for Life and the Knights of
Virtue, which pray the rosary every
week for life.
Catholic education, Emmel said,
can offer a subculture of virtue,
religious depth, and intellectual
formation that nudges students in
the proper direction.
“In Marriage and Family
class, students study authentic
love and are shown the
relationship between abortion
and contraception,” he said.
“Even our own laws list abortion
as a ‘necessary’ alternative
to failed contraception. Our
students are also educated in the
abortifacient qualities of certain
contraceptives.” Emmel said that
they learn that chastity is not
saying “no” to self as much as it is
a profound “yes” to authentic love,

which will help them in any future
relationships.
The pro-life movement is not
taught as just a women’s issue at
St. Mary’s. “The best way to fight
abortion is not an either/or, but a
both/and,” Emmel said. “This is
why there is not one solution, but
we must allow God’s grace to work
on every front—the classroom, the
confessional, the sidewalk, our
nation’s Capital, our legal system,
the voting booth, the media, our
pregnancy clinics, and our own
hearts.”
Students learn that abortion
hurts the child and the mother
and starts long before the abortion
happens. “In abortion, one’s
ability to love, that is, to choose
good for another, is broken,” he
said. “This is where the mercy of
God offered by the Church and
Catholic education in our families
and schools allows for a healing
and a strengthening in virtue.”

Submitted photo
Students from St. Mary’s Central High School during last year’s march with their advisor
Nick Emmel (far right).

Diocese pilgrimage to March for Life
Teens in 9th-12th grades from across the
diocese are welcome to join the diocesan
pilgrimage to the March for Life in Washington,
D.C. The charter bus will depart on Tuesday
evening, Jan. 24, and arrive back in Bismarck on
Sunday night, Jan. 29. In addition to the march,
highlights of the trip will include the Holocaust
Museum, the newly-completed John Paul II
Shrine, the Life is Very Good prayer rally, the
Students for Life of America conference.

Forty spots are available on a first-come,
first-serve basis (and waiting list) system. The
cost per teen for this six-day, five-night trip is
$550, and is all-inclusive of meals, tickets, and
accommodations. Students may want some
pocket money for souvenirs or snacks. For other
arrangements or for inquiries, please contact
Christie Collins at ccollins@bismarckdiocese.
com or at 864-354-5046.
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January: Pro-Life—at all stages—Month
Editor’s Note: This information
was taken from the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops.
An old Irish proverb says, “It
is in the shelter of each other
that the people live.” Indeed,
we are created to depend upon
one another and walk together
in suffering. But when family
members or friends approach
life’s end, we may not know how
best to “shelter” them. Here
are some concrete ways we can
compassionately care for them.
1. Invite God In: Pope Francis
has said that “praying in difficult
situations is like opening the door
to the Lord, in order that he might
enter.” The dying process is a
sacred time—a final season to seek
closure in this life and prepare for
the next in the hope of sharing in
Christ’s Resurrection. As you enter
into this season with your friend
or family member, ask God to
accompany both of you.
2. Listen: Try to discover your
loved one’s values and how best
to honor his or her wishes. This
requires true empathy. It can
be hard not to assume he or she
wants the same thing you think
you would want if you were in the
same situation. Listen with a nonjudgmental ear so your loved one
feels free to speak openly.
3. Inform Yourself: Be aware
that wishes for refusing ordinary
or proportionate treatment—or
for pursuing assisted suicide—
are usually rooted in fears of
dependency, helplessness, or pain.
Make yourself available to discuss
these or any concerns. Know that
hospice care focuses on alleviating

pain and other symptoms, meeting
basic needs, and providing
comfort. Seek to understand the
Catholic Church’s teaching on
end-of-life care, which can help
you provide authentically loving
support that respects life.*
4. Be Steadfast in Compassion:
As Pope Francis reminds us,
“Compassion means ‘suffer with.”
Your friend or family member
will likely face ups and downs.
Recognize these as part of a
natural process. Surround him
or her with love, support, and
companionship that are “anchored
in unconditional respect for their
human dignity, beginning with
respect for the inherent value of
their lives.” The patient’s suffering
can be alleviated by your empathy,
as well as by quality hospice care
by medical personnel.
5. Help Them Achieve
Closure: Help your family
member or friend define the
unfinished personal projects,
financial concerns, unresolved
relationships, or other matters
that occupy his or her mind. Due
to changing circumstances, some
goals may need to be reframed.
Creating and accomplishing this
list of unfinished business can
help the person discover a sense of
purpose and feel more at peace.
6. Provide Opportunities for
Resolution: Ira Byock, a hospice
medical director, illustrates in
his book The 4 Most Important
Things how saying “I love you,”
“I’m sorry,” “I forgive you,” and
“Thank you” can promote muchneeded healing during the dying
process. You can help ensure a

peaceful transition for your loved
one by facilitating opportunities
for reconciliation with others and
for mutual expressions of love
and gratitude. Consider offering
to invite a priest to hear his or
her confession and to administer
the Eucharist as viaticum and the
Sacrament of the Anointing of the
Sick, all of which heal the soul and
prepare us to meet the Lord.
7. Reminisce: Our appetites
diminish as our bodies experience
a decreased need for food and
fluids when we near life’s end.
Provide smaller amounts of
your family member or friend’s
favorite foods. Even if unable to
eat them, he or she may still enjoy
the aromas and reminisce with
you about special memories they
evoke.
8. Provide a Peaceful Presence:
There comes a time of natural
withdrawal from surroundings
when dying persons may lose
interest in many activities that
used to be enjoyable. Your own
quiet, patient presence can provide
important support as your loved
one prepares emotionally and
spiritually for his or her passing.
Hearing can become very acute,
so placing the phone in another
room, playing favorite music,
reading a favorite passage, praying
together, or simply sitting quietly
with him or her can all be very
soothing.
9. Show Tenderness: Those
who are dying remain in need of
the tenderness of personal human
contact. Ask if you might gently
brush your loved one’s hair, apply
lotion to her hands or feet, or

simply hold his hand. Tell stories,
laugh, and share memories to
reassure the person he or she is a
cherished gift, not a burden in any
way.
10. Bear Their Transition
Patiently: Transition, the time
immediately preceding death, may
bring rapid physical changes, such
as in breathing patterns, as well
as changes in mental or emotional
states. Try to be patient, and allow
the “how” and “when” of death to
be between God and your loved
one. Ask God for the wisdom to
know what final words to say—if
any—and when. As you are able,
give your loved one permission to
make the transition. For example,
you might say, “I love you. It’s
okay to go home now.”
Accompanying a loved one in
his or her last days is enormously
important work, but we do not
need to fear our own limitations.
Pope Francis tells us, “[God]
comes to assist us in our weakness.
And his help consists in helping us
accept his presence and closeness
to us. Day after day, touched by his
compassion, we also can become
compassionate towards others.”
As our bishops teach, “Respect
for life does not demand that
we attempt to prolong life
by using medical treatments
that are ineffective or unduly
burdensome.” At the same
time, intentionally hastening
death—whether through drugs or
deliberate neglect of basic care—
offends our God-given dignity and
is never morally permissible. More
information: www.usccb.org/
ToLiveEachDay

UPCOMING EVENTS
■ REFOCCUS marriage series
begins Jan. 5
The Diocese of Bismarck will host
a five-week marriage enrichment
series entitled REFOCCUS in
Bismarck and Dickinson. This
series is for anyone who wants
to learn more about the strength
areas, as well as growth areas of
their marriage. The series will be
held in the Cathedral basement
beginning Jan. 5 at 7 p.m. Other
dates of the series are: Jan. 12 and
18, Feb. 2, and concluding Feb.
9. In Dickinson, the series will be
held at Queen of Peace beginning
Feb. 6th at 6:30 p.m. Other dates
are: Feb. 20, March 6 and 20, and
concluding April 10. The cost for the
series is $15 per couple. Call Tara
Brooke at 204-7209 or email her
at tbrooke@bismarckdiocese.com
with questions.
■ Marriage encounter weekends
The next Worldwide Marriage
Encounter weekends are Jan.
6-8 in Mandan and Feb. 17-19
in Fargo. Early registration is
highly recommended. For more
information, visit our website at:
ndwwme.org or contact Rob and
Angie at 701-347-1998.

■ SEARCH weekends for 2017
SEARCH for Christian Maturity
is a weekend retreat experience
sponsored by the Catholic Diocese
of Bismarck. The weekends are for
anyone of high school or college
age (at least 15 years old). Search
weekends are held at the Badlands
Ministries Camp just south of
Medora. Upcoming weekends for
2017 are: Jan. 20-22; March 3-5; and
April 21-23. Go to bismarckdiocese.
com/search1 for more information.
■ Rosary and Mass for life
Jan. 24
Join in prayer for the cause for life
on the anniversary of Roe v. Wade
on Tuesday, Jan. 24. The BismarckWashburn District Knights of
Columbus Knights will begin with
a rosary in the gathering space of
CHI St. Alexius Health at 6:30 p.m.
and lead a procession to St. Mary’s
Church for 7 p.m. Mass with Bishop
Kagan and many area priests.
Refreshments will follow at St.
Mary’s.
■ Teen pilgrimage to
Washington, DC
Teens in 9th-12th grades from
across the diocese are invited
to travel with the diocese to
Washington, D.C. on a pro-life

pilgrimage. The charter bus will
be departing Tuesday, Jan. 24,
and returning Sunday, Jan. 29.
Visits to many sites and a march
to the steps of the Supreme Court
are also included. Six-day trip
costs $550. More information at
bismarckdiocese.com/march or
contact Christie at 864-354-5046,
ccollins@bismarckdiocese.com.

page 14. Sponsors are being sought
for the banquet. Supporters of
Real Presence Radio can also be
table hosts. Table hosts invite eight
guests to join them at their tables.
Banquet attendees may come as
guests. Guests are asked to call the
Real Presence office at 877-7950122 to RSVP or email jessica@
yourcatholicradiostation.com.

■ Mother-Daughter Breakfast
Feb. 11
Plan to attend the annual diocesan
Mother Daughter Breakfast on
Saturday, Feb. 11 at 9:30 a.m. at the
Ramkota Hotel in Bismarck. The
guest speaker is Mikey Hoeven.
Cost is $15 per person (adults and
children). Seating is limited, so preregister by Feb. 6. Register online at
bismarckdiocese.com or call Diane
at 701-204-7185 or 1-877-405-7435.

■ Steubenville 2017 dates
announced
The diocesan sponsored trips to the
Steubenville youth rally have been
announced. Steubenville of the
Rockies in Denver will be a five-day
trip June 21-26. Steubenville North
in St. Paul will be July 26-30. In
addition to the rally, which includes
powerful speakers, energizing
music and dynamic workshops, this
faith-filled, fun trip will include daily
Mass, touring unique churches,
a little shopping, a few other fun
things and, of course, a project
where students will practice
stewardship by giving of their
time, talent and treasure to others.
Registration will begin in early
January. Contact Bobbi Shegrud at
701-720-3998 or bobbi.shegrud@
k12.nd.us.

■ Real Presence banquets
Feb. 20-21
Real Presence Radio will host Dr.
David Anders as keynote speaker of
our upcoming annual fundraising
banquets—Feb. 20 in Bismarck
and Feb. 21 in Fargo. Dr. Anders is
the host of “Called to Communion,”
which airs at 1 p.m. CST Tuesday
through Friday on Real Presence
Radio. Read more in the story on

Dakota Catholic Action | 7

JANUARY 2017

Submitted photo
Residents at Home On The Range are able to pray and reflect on God’s work in their lives in their new chapel.

Everything we have is a gift from God
By Jolene Obrigewitch,
HOTR Development Director
Time, talent, treasure—this
seems to be a common theme,
especially with churches and
charities. Both encourage people
to practice God’s words in the
Bible.
At Home On The Range, the
staff and children are grateful
for all the gifts and support
we receive. They not only help
to sustain our programs, but
they also are a great example of
Christian charity when talking to
the youth.
Home On The Range has an
amazing group of boys and girls
who also practice their Christian
charity of giving time, talent and
treasure. The staff at Home On
The Range teach young adults how
to forgive and love each other. One
way is by helping others. This past
year, the children volunteered at
different community events. They
helped clean up the camping area
at Camel Hump dam, participated
in city-wide clean-up days, bussed
tables at pancake breakfast
fundraisers, collected newspapers
for the recycle center, took young
children shopping at the Mouse
House event and wrapped the
presents, and served coffee and
bars after church services.
Everyone has a special or
unique talent. Sometimes it might
need to be discovered, molded
or encouraged. At Home On The
Range there is a group of musically
talented children. They sing,
play piano or guitar, or even rap.
During the month of November,
Home On The Range hosted a
resident talent show. The boys and
girls enjoy sharing their talents by
performing for the other residents
and employees.
Recently there was a benefit

held in town for a Home On The
Range employee with serious
health issues. This was a true
example of Christian kindness
and generosity. Many Home On
The Range employees not only
helped organize the benefit, but
volunteered or donated to the
event. Some of the Home On
The Range students purchased
bracelets or t-shirts in support of
the event, and many offered words
of encouragement to the staff
member.
But, the proudest moments
came from the kids’ actions. They
helped serve and bus tables, some
helped with the buggy rides. One
student demonstrated the true gift
of treasure as he bid on some gift

cards at the auction during the
benefit and spent $230 of his own
money. When someone asked why,
he answered, “Well, first, if I have
gift certificates, I can take other
residents out to the restaurant
for dinner. And it’s for her [the
HOTR employee], and it’s a good
cause, isn’t it?” This truly depicts
the words of Apostle Mark 12:44:
“They all gave out of their wealth;
but she, out of her poverty, put in
everything—all she had to live on.”
He truly gave unselfishly, thinking
of others and not himself.
This young man is a role model
for all students and adults. To
the staff of Home On The Range,
this is the greatest reward. The
spiritual staff plants the seed,

nourishes and encourages; and
when it is sown, the seed and
actions render forgiveness and
love. We know God is pleased and
smiling down upon him and all
who give from the heart.
Home On The Range is a
nonprofit organization operated
under the auspices of the Catholic
Diocese of Bismarck. Home On
The Range is licensed to care
for 46 boys and girls, ages 12
– 19 and is located near Sentinel
Butte, North Dakota. For more
information, or to make a taxdeductible contribution to the
spiritual department, go to www.
hotrnd.com.

A snowy Cassedy Hill near the Home On The Range is named after Fr. Elwood Cassedy whose dream to open the home for troubled boys
turned into a reality in the early 1950s.
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Meet our seminarians
Continued from front page

Christian Smith is another seminarian
who was touched by the
Catholic faith shown to
him by those who cared
about him the most.
“I first felt called to
be a priest in middle
school when I noticed I
had a love for our faith.
I
Christian Smith
I felt a deep truth in
things like the history
of the Church, Catholic moral teaching,
and the lives of the saints. I thought that
these kinds of topics could really help
people, and since I enjoyed them, it would
make me happy to share about them,”
he said. “I think the biggest influences in
my discernment were my parents as well
as the male teachers I had at St. Mary’s
Central High School who taught me how to
be passionate about something, and that
being faithful doesn’t mean being weird.”
He is also an example of a young man
who felt the unspeakable power of God’s
call through the Scriptures.
“One of the deciding moments came
when, towards the end of my time at St.
Mary’s, I was about to pray the Liturgy of
the Hours and I asked God what I should
do with my life,” Christian explained.
“I didn’t know where I wanted to go for
college. So, I started praying, and the first

Psalm was Psalm 110 which says, ‘I have
sworn an oath I will not change; you are
a priest forever, a priest like Melchizedek
of old.’ It was such a powerful and clear
moment for me, and I don’t think I will
ever forget the feeling. I knew implicitly
that I had to go to seminary, but I just
couldn’t get myself to do it yet.”
So, interestingly, after going to the
University of Mary and studying Theology
for a while, he was struck again by the
same reading–this time in an even more
concrete way.
“The impact of this Psalm just wouldn’t
go away,” he said. “After I had been in
college for a while, Psalm 110 hit me out of
nowhere exactly in the same way as before,
and I had the same feeling. That was when
I knew that it was finally time to go to the
seminary.”
Now as a seminarian studying at the
Pontifical North American College in
Rome, Christian continues to find great
joy and peace, especially knowing he is
doing God’s perfect will and walking right
alongside others who are doing the same.
“The one thing I enjoy most is living
with my brother seminarians. Naturally,
having so many men in one house has its
challenges of which I’ll spare the details,
but there is always someone to whom I
can talk out my problems or play music
or sports and the like. There’s never a

dull day in the seminary. It is such a
privilege to study with men from around
the country (and even the world) who are
amazingly gifted to begin with, and are
also great examples of holiness. I’d be
hard pressed to find a better group of guys
anywhere!”

About our seminarians
Matthew, Ben and Christian are among
the 28 men currently studying for the
priesthood at seminaries in St. Louis,
Denver, St. Paul and Washington, D.C., as
well as in Rome.
Seminarians Greg Luger and Jordan
Dosch, have been ordained to the
transitional diaconate and are set to be
ordained to the holy priesthood for the
diocese in May 2017.
Those studying in Rome include:
Jordan Dosch, Jarad Wolf, Brandon Wolf,
Gregory Crane, Scott Lefor and Dominic
Bouck. Seminarians Greg Luger and Mark
Aune are attending Kenrick-Glennon in
St. Louis. Those studying in Denver are
Greg Hilzendeger, Paul Gardner, Anthony
Dukart, Joseph Golik, Josh Hill, Lucas
DeMers, Dustin Johns, and Steven Vetter.
Ryan Martire, Nick Vetter, Grant
Dvorak, Jake Magnuson, and John
Windsor are currently studying at St. John
Paul II Seminary in Washington, D.C.
While Jacob Degele, Logan Obrigewitch,
Jacob Bennett, and Benjamin Wanner are
attending formation classes in St. Paul.

BE NOT AFRAID

WHEN LOVE REQUIRES SACRIFICE
-SAINT JOHN PAUL II
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Photo by Deacon Joe Krupinsky
Seminarian Greg Luger was ordained to the transitional
diaconate in May. He continues his studies at the KenrickGlennon Seminary in St. Louis and will be ordained to the
holy priesthood in May 2017.

Photo by Deacon Joe Krupinsky
Seminarians (l-r) Greg Hilzendeger, Greg Luger, Ben Franchuk
and Nick Vetter get ready for Mass during the THIRST

Submitted photo
Seminarians (back row, l-r) John Windsor, Grant Dvorak, Nick Vetter and Jacob
Magnuson recently joined Fr. Josh Waltz and Sister Mary Mother of the Church
as she took her first vows. Sister Mary (Kayla Miller) was a student of Fr. Waltz at
St. Mary’s Central High School. The four seminarians pictured are all in formation
studies at St. John Paul II Seminary in Washington, D.C.
Photo credit: Pontifical
North American College
Seminarian Jordan
Dosch was ordained
to the transitional
diaconate in September.
He continues his studies
at the Pontifical North
American College
in Rome and will be
ordained to the holy
priesthood in May 2017.
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Photo by Deacon Joe Krupinsky
Seminarians (l-r) Mark Aune , Jacob Magnuson, Logan Obrigewitch, and Nick
Vetter exit Mass at the THIRST Conference.
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Photo by Deacon Joe Krupinsky
Seminarians (l-r) Mark Aune, Anthony Dukart, Greg Luger and John
Windsor are greeted by Bishop Kagan at the THIRST Conference.
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100th anniversary
celebrations

St. Martin of Tours, Center

Two churches in the diocese marked their 100th
anniversary in 2016—St. Martin in Center and
Holy Trinity in Hettinger. Bishop Kagan celebrated
a special Mass at each location to commemorate
the years of service to the faithful.
St. Martin of Tours, Center
St. Martin of Tours Catholic
Church in Center has been
fortunate to have many faithful
members who kept the parish
active and alive. The parish was
also blessed to have 11 priests
over the years that have come to
serve as their leaders.
The parish recently celebrated
their 100th anniversary on Nov.
11 with Mass with Bishop Kagan
and Fr. John Guthrie, followed
by a supper.
Many pioneers and early
settlers came to North Dakota
in the early 1900s. The first
services in Center were held
in parishioners’ homes. As
numbers grew, it became
apparent a church building
was needed. The first Catholic
Church, St. Joseph, was built
by the 25 families in the area
during the years of 1915-16. The
building was dedicated on Nov.
19, 1916.
In 1940, the parishioners
began planning for a larger
church with architect William
F. Kurke. Construction began
during the first months of WWII
causing a concern for finding
materials. Thus, they hired
E.R. Paterson, well-known for
his work with field stone, to
supervise the work done by
parishioners. When workers
became discouraged from the
labor, they were spurred on by
Msgr. Moelter.
The name was changed to St.
Martin of Tours, the cornerstone
was set in 1943 and the first

Mass was celebrated on Trinity
Sunday in the summer of 1944.
In Feb. 1947, a fire destroyed the
interior. The work was restored
with many artistic touches
added by Msgr. Moelter. His
hobby of woodworking is still
evident in the church today.
Some updates have been done
over the years with a new roof
(1996), update to the basement
in 1997, and the front stone
walls replaced recently.

Church of the Holy Trinity,
Hettinger
In the early 1900s, the
needs of the faithful in the
Hettinger area were being met
through the missionary work
of the Benedictine monks
of Assumption Abbey in
Richardton. In 1908, Hettinger
became a station, a place
without a church, but where
Mass was said. Father Charles
Bacher of Bowman oversaw
the membership of about 26
parishioners.
Determined to provide a
permanent and proper setting
for the celebration of Mass,
Catholics of Adams County
built churches in several
locations including Hettinger
in 1916. Holy Trinity Church
was established with Fr. John
Halloran as resident pastor.
In the summer of 1923, the
parish expanded and was moved
to a new location. In 1933,
Fr. Henry Copini, a native of
Holland, arrived and remained
for the rest of his life. His
greatest effort went into the

Church of the Holy Trinity, Hettinger

building of the new church in its
present location in 1947.
During the pastorate of Fr.
(now Msgr.) Gene Lindemann
from 1989 to 1993, there were
many renovations to parish
facilities. In fact, a whole
facelift was given to the church
with some improvements to
the rectory. Improvements
continued during Fr. Bruce
Krebs’ years. The church’s stainglass windows were refurbished,
an addition was placed on the
south side in 1994, an the old
choir room was changed into
a room for parents with small

children.
Father (now Msgr.) Chad
Gion started his ministry at Holy
Trinity in Oct. 2005, succeeding
Fr. John Mathai. A complete
renovation of the rectory took
place during the summer of
2007.
The current pastor is Fr.
Stephen Folorunso. Bishop
Kagan joined him on Nov. 13 for
a special Mass to commemorate
the centennial.
—Submitted information and
some information taken from the
diocese historical records.

Dakota Catholic Action | 11

JANUARY 2017

Novena in Honor of the Holy Face of Jesus
February 19 - 27
(9 days preceding the feast day of Feb. 28)
The Discalced Carmelite Nuns living near
Hague ask everyone to join with them in
praying this novena. There are many needs for
which to offer it: personal needs, family needs,
conversions of loved ones, etc. Originally,
Jesus revealed His desire that devotion
to His Holy Face be propagated in order
that reparation be made for the sins of one
particular nation (France) back in 1846; it has
been suggested that Devotion to the Holy Face
will therefore be very effective in calling down
the mercy of God upon our country now—in
our time. Jesus has even given nine promises
to those who are devoted to His Holy Face.
Prayer requests may be sent to: Carmel
of the Holy Face of Jesus, 2051 91st Street
SE, Hague, N.D. 58542 or by calling
their prayer line at (701) 336-7907. Go to
www.carmeloftheholyface.com for more
information.

Novena Prayer
O Lord Jesus Christ, in presenting
ourselves before Your adorable Face,
to ask of You the graces of which we stand most in
need, (here mention the grace or favor you desire)
we beseech You, above all to give us that interior
disposition of never refusing at any time to do
what You require of us by Your holy
commandments and Your divine inspirations.
O good Jesus, Who hast said:
“Ask and you shall receive, seek and you shall find,
knock and it shall be opened to you,”
give us, O Lord, that faith which obtains all,
or supply in us what may be deficient.
Be merciful to us, O God,
and reject not our prayers when, amid our
afflictions, we call upon
Your Holy Name and seek with love and
confidence Your adorable Face.

Obituaries
Reverend Christian
Walter
The Reverend Christian (Chris)
B. Walter
passed away
on Dec. 6,
2016, at St.
Vincent’s
Continuing
Care Center,
Bismarck, at
the age of 84.
Rev. Christian Walter
Mass of
Christian
burial was held Dec. 14, at the
Church of St. Leo, Minot, with the
Most Reverend David D. Kagan,
Bishop of the Diocese of Bismarck,
officiating. Burial followed at
Rosehill Cemetery, Minot.
Father Walter was born on
March 26, 1932, in Center, N.D., to
Sebastian and Anna (Dirk) Walter.
He was raised in New Salem,
N.D., where he attended grade
school. He attended high school
and two years of college at Crosier
Seminary in Onamia, Minn. He
then continued his religious
studies at St. Paul Seminary in St.
Paul. He was ordained a priest on
June 2, 1958, by Bishop Hilary
Hacker at the Cathedral of the
Holy Spirit, Bismarck.
Father Walter’s first assignment
in the Diocese of Bismarck was
assistant pastor at the Church of
Saint Anne, Bismarck, for several
months. He was then assigned
assistant pastor at the Church
of St. Joseph, Williston, until
1964. He temporarily served as
administrator at the Church of St.
Mary, Golva. From August 1964
until 1972, he served as pastor at
the Churches of St. Philomena,
Glenburn; Holy Family, Deering;
and St. John, Lansford. He then
became pastor of the Churches of
Queen of the Most Holy Rosary,

Stanley; St. Margaret, Blaisdell;
and St. James, Power Lake,
serving there until 1988. Father
Walter then spent the next 20
years as pastor at the Church of
St. Leo, Minot. For a short period
in 2006, he also served as the
administrator at the Churches of
St. Agnes, Kenmare; St. Anthony,
Donnybrook; and St. Joseph,
Bowbells.
Father Walter entered
retirement July 1, 2008. In
2009, he was asked to come out
of retirement and to serve as
administrator at the Churches of
St. Jerome, Mohall; St. James,
Sherwood; and St. John, Lansford;
until Sept. 21, 2011. He spent his
retirement years in Minot and
Bismarck. Beginning in 1967,
Father Walter served as chaplain
for the Boy Scouts in the Minot
area for a period of time. He
was also known to be a popular
basketball coach in the Williston
community.
Father Walter is survived
by brothers Michael (Irene),
Bismarck; Eugene (Marie),
Joseph (Susan) and Jerome
all of Escondido, Calif.; sisters
Mary Ann Schmitcke, Fargo;
Ann Redding-Venstra (Pete),
Evansville, Ind.; and Dianne
Zenker, Turtle Lake; brothers-inlaw Fred Topp, Kalispell, Mont.;
and Leslie Christensen, Missoula,
Mont.; and sister-in-law Helen
Walter, Denver, Colo. and many
nephews, nieces, great-nieces and
nephews and great-great nieces
and nephews.
Father Walter was preceded in
death by his father and mother
Anna and Sebastian; one brother
Steve; and sisters Lillian Topp;
Violet Christian and Rose Papke;
brothers-in-law Kenneth Redding
and Gregory Zenker.

Deacon James Ressler
Deacon James “Jim” V. Ressler,
86, Bismarck, died November
12, 2016, at St. Aloisius Medical
Center in Harvey, N.D.
A Mass
of Christian
Burial was
held Nov. 16
at Church of
the Ascension
in Bismarck
with Rev.
Msgr. Gene
Lindemann
Deacon James Ressler
officiating.
Burial was at St. Mary’s Cemetery.
Jim was born on July 17, 1930,
in Mandan, the son of Frank and
Clementine (Leingang) Ressler.
He was raised in Mandan and
attended St. Joseph’s Grade
School and Mandan High School.
He entered the U.S. Army in
January 1949 and served in
Virginia, Greenland, and France.
He was discharged in 1952.
Jim then attended Bismarck
Junior College, graduating in 1955
and from Wisconsin Institute of
Mortuary Science in 1956. He
returned to Bismarck and worked
for Hall Funeral Home. In 1970,
he bought Hall Funeral Home
along with Willard Nickisch and
operated it until retirement in
March of 1991.
Jim married Bernice Berreth on
November 25, 1954, at Cathedral
of the Holy Spirit in Bismarck.
Bernice passed away on July 14,
1985. Jim married Joan Bosman
Haas on May 23, 1986, at Church
of Corpus Christi in Bismarck.
He was ordained a deacon for
the Diocese of Bismarck by the
Most Reverend John F. Kinney
in Dickinson, on June 10, 1990,
at Church of St. Wenceslaus. Jim
served as a deacon at Cathedral
of the Holy Spirit, Church of
Corpus Christi, St. Pius in New
Salem, and Mary Queen of Peace

in Almont. He retired from the
active deaconate but continued
as chaplain for the University of
Mary football team and St. Alexius
Medical Center.
Jim coached football for many
years at St. Mary’s High School
and, also was the statistician. He
received St. Mary’s Distinguished
Service Award in 1980. Jim
sang with the Cathedral and
Ascension Church Choirs,
Bismarck Elks Chorus, and the
Bismarck-Mandan Civic Chorus.
He was the SW District Governor
of the ND Funeral Directors
Association, was on the board
of the Great Plains Jazz Society
and Dakota Stage Limited, was a
member of the Bismarck-Mandan
Athletic Officials, and was a
member of the Elks and VFW.
He also volunteered for the State
Historical Society of North Dakota
Foundation.
Jim is survived by his wife,
Joan Ressler of Bismarck; two
daughters, Laurie Swank of
Bismarck and Christie (Larry)
Thorson of Bismarck; one
son, Patrick (Laura) Ressler of
Bismarck; two step-daughters,
Mary (Brian) Kummeth of
Pocatello, Idaho, and Peggy
(Roger) Reinke of Lisbon; two
step-sons, John (Linda) Haas of
White Water, Wis., and William
(Karen) Haas of Bismarck;
eight grandchildren; twelve
great-grandchildren; seven stepgrandchildren; nine step-greatgrandchildren; and three sisters,
Nettie Monroe, Valeria Iverson,
and Sister Denise Ressler, OSB, all
of Bismarck.
He was preceded in death by
his first wife, Bernice; his parents;
seven brothers, Joseph, Al, Peter,
Michael, Clement, David, and Leo;
and three sisters, Ermie Peterson,
Greta Swindler, and Marie
German.
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Guest Column
RON SCHATZ

Stewardship: The challenge and the choice
In 1992, the United States
Conference of Catholic
Bishops (USCCB) wrote an
excellent pastoral letter called,
“Stewardship: A Disciples
Response.” As we celebrate
the 25th anniversary of this
publishing, I plan to share

the letter, as it relates to my
understanding of it, through a
mini-series of articles in 2017.
I just finished reading this letter
again. I have lost track of how
many times I have read it over
these years. I continue to find it
invigorating to read and each time,

ORDER FORM
U.S. Bishop’s Stewardship Pastoral Letter
Stewardship: A Disciple’s Response
Please send me _____ copies of this special Pastoral Letter for only
$9.95 each. My check is attached.
Name: ____________________________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip: ____________________________________________________
Please mail this order form and your check to:
Diocese of Bismarck
Office of Stewardship and Resource Development
520 N. Washington St.
Bismarck, ND 58501

I learn something new. If you have
read it before, I encourage you to
read it again. If you have not read
it before, I pray that my thoughts
will inspire you to do so. I am
sure you will enjoy it. As a matter
of fact, I believe once you start
reading it, you will be so engaged
in it that you won’t be able to set
it down before you finish it. If
you would like to order a copy for
$9.95, please complete the order
form at left.
The pastoral letter defines
stewardship as “a sharing,
generous, accountable way of life
rooted in Christian discipleship.”
What does this really mean? With
your baptism, it is NOT optional to
live your life as a Christian disciple
and as a Christian steward; it is
our baptismal responsibility, a
necessary outcome of the faith we
profess.
Unfortunately, the word
“stewardship” sometimes gets
a bad name or bad reputation.

Have an intergenerational breakfast with your mom,
daughter, goddaughter, granddaughter, grandmother,
sister and friends! Join the fun with great food,
great company and an inspiring speaker.

9:30-11:30 a.m.
Saturday, Feb. 11
Ramkota Hotel, Bismarck

16th Annual

Mother-Daughter Celebration
Mikey L. Hoeven, (MIKE-EE) married to Senator John Hoeven, served as North Dakota’s First Lady
from 2000-2010.
Mrs. Hoeven’s initiatives as First Lady included advocating for the prevention of underage drinking
and also focused on women’s health issues. During her tenure as First Lady she hosted 20 Women’s
Health Summits semi -annually in both Bismarck and Fargo, ND. These Summits continue today with
Mrs. Hoeven sitting on the committee as a Consultant.
Mrs. Hoeven is an honorary member of Delta Kappa Gamma Society International which is an
organization of key women educators with over 100,000 members from across the country.
She is currently on the Board of Trustees of the University of Mary and is the Chair for the Gateway
to Science capital campaign.
Living part time in ND and DC, Mikey is on the Board of Directors of the International Neighbors Club II in Washington, DC.
Mrs. Hoeven also serves on the Congressional Families Cancer Prevention Program of the Prevent Cancer Foundation.
Mrs. Hoeven attended the University of Texas in Austin, Texas and Minot State University in Minot, North Dakota, where she
received a bachelor’s degree in Business Administration and a bachelor’s degree in Executive Secretarial Studies.
Mrs. Hoeven has been married to Senator Hoeven for 34 years. They have a daughter Marcela, son-in-law Matt and three
grandbabies Crew, Jaxen and Nash. They have a son Jack and daughter-in-law Kelly.
$

15 per person, adult & children. Limited seating, must pre-register by Feb. 6.
Register and pay online at bismarckdiocese.com or ﬁll out the registration form below.
Call Diane at 701-204-7185 (or 1-877-405-7435 toll-free) for additional information.

Mother-Daughter Celebration Registration
Name: __________________________________________________ Phone:__________________________
Names of other people you are registering: ____________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Number attending:___________ x $15 Amount enclosed: $____________
Make check payable to: Diocese of Bismarck and send to:
Ofﬁce of Family Ministry, Diocese of Bismarck,
PO Box 1137, Bismarck, ND 58502-1137.

For office use only
Check # ________________
Amount $ ______________

Very often some people equate
stewardship with simply giving
money or fundraising. But, the
USCCB had something much more
broadly encompassing in mind
when they wrote this wonderful
stewardship pastoral letter.
In the introduction, they
spell out what they mean
by stewardship and the
understandings that are the
basis of their decisions: “Three
convictions in particular underline
what we say in this pastoral
letter. 1.) Mature disciples make a
conscious, firm decision, carried
out in action, to be followers of
Jesus Christ no matter the cost
to themselves. 2.) Beginning with
conversion, a change of heart
and mind, this commitment is
expressed not in a single action,
nor even in a number of actions
over a period of time, but in
an entire way of life. It means
committing one’s very self to
the Lord. 3.) Stewardship is an
expression of discipleship, with
the power to change how we
understand and live our lives.
Disciples who practice stewardship
recognize God as the origin of life,
the giver of freedom, the source
of all they have and are and will
be. They are grateful for what
they have received and eager to
cultivate their gifts out of love for
God and one another.”
Although the bishops have
defined stewardship in a single,
short paragraph, the challenge to
live that life of stewardship is by
no means simple. In fact, it may be
more difficult in our time and in
our culture than ever before. The
bishops talk of several destructive
“isms”—materialism, relativism,
hedonism (self-indulgence),
individualism, and consumerism—
which exert a powerful influence
on our society and make it more
difficult for us to grow as disciples
and for the church to live out its
mission.
The bishops see themselves,
and us, as “Catholic citizens of a
wealthy, powerful nation facing
many questions about its identity
and role in the waning years of
a troubled country, members
of a community of faith blessed
with many human and material
resources yet often uncertain
about how to sustain and use
them.”
Finally, the bishops invite us to
accept the challenge and make the
choice “to renew our commitment
as the Lord’s disciples and as
stewards of His bountiful gifts.”
A final question for you.
What do you see as the major
obstacles in your life to practicing
stewardship in the context of
Christian discipleship?
■ Ron Schatz is the director of the Office of
Stewardship and Resource Development that
is responsible for planning and organizing
diocesan fundraising appeals, capital
campaigns, national and universal church
collections and diocesan grant research and
writing.
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Making Sense out of Bioethics
FR. TAD PACHOLCZYK

It’s not wrong, if it feels right!
Many people today believe that
moral judgments and values are
merely expressions of sentiment.
They deny that moral values
are fixed or universally true,
and instead, argue that we have
changing emotions that may or
may not correspond to the moral
feelings of those around us.
This can play out in various
real-life situations when people
say, for example, “You can’t
really know what it’s like to have
an unexpected pregnancy if you
haven’t been in the situation
yourself, so you can’t tell me
it’s wrong to get an abortion.”
The morality of terminating a
“problem pregnancy,” according to
this view, depends on “being in the
moment,” and experiencing the
mother’s desperation, fears and
sentiments.
Most of us, in fact, have
probably granted our emotions
leeway to trump our better moral
judgment somewhere along the
line. We can relate to stories of
friends who make various solemn
declarations like: “You don’t
know how hard it’s been for me
in this painful marriage, and you
don’t understand how it feels to
fall in love with somebody who
really cares for you, so you can’t
say it’s wrong for me to be in a
relationship with someone else.”
Philosopher Alisdair MacIntyre
notes that this emotive approach
to moral thinking has gained
broad societal approval: “To a
large degree people now think,
talk and act as if emotivism
were true, no matter what their
avowed theoretical standpoint
may be. Emotivism has become
embodied in our culture.” In light
of our tendency to try to justify
our misdeeds, it can be appealing
to imagine that ethics are always
“first person”—from my vantage
point—and to suppose that no one
else can identify moral obligations
regarding another’s situation.
“How do you feel about it?”
becomes the guiding principle, and
leads to the view that morals are
relative, context dependent, and
subject to emotional confirmation.
Reducing ethics to feelings,
however, is a seriously deficient
approach to thinking about right
and wrong. It also, in the final
analysis, doesn’t work.
Imagine what would happen
to the practice of medicine if
physicians could treat patients
only if they personally experienced
and felt the diseases their patients
had. Consider the miscarriage of
justice that would occur if judges
ruled only when they could feel
and experience everything the
perpetrator felt and experienced
at the time the crimes were
committed, and had to decide

cases in line with those feelings.
Such sentimentalism completely
misses the objective foundations
and concerns of morality.
Those objective foundations
begin with the recognition that all
men and women have a shared
human nature, so whatever is
always morally bad for one of us
will also be bad for any of us. If
it is immoral for me to steal the
electronics out of your house, it
will likewise be wrong for you
to rob me or anyone else; and
it will be equally wrong for the
president of the United States or
the Pope to do so. If I rob others,
it is objectively bad because it
harms others by depriving them
of their goods, and it transforms
me into a thief, the kind of person
who cheapens his humanity and
degrades his integrity by stealing
the goods of others. Even those
who believe in a “feelings-based”
morality are quick to decry

certain actions as always wrong,
at least when it comes to their
own vehicles and homes being
plundered, irrespective of whether
the robbers might have their own
moral sentiments favoring the
practice.
To think clearly about morality,
we need to start by acknowledging
that certain moral duties do not
depend on context or emotion,
but are universally binding on us,
having even a “commandmentlike” quality. Professor William
May, a remarkable teacher of
moral theology at the John
Paul II Institute for Studies on
Marriage and Family, had a
penchant for choosing clear and
memorable examples when he
would lecture. He used to tell his
students that we all know certain
actions are wrong, regardless of
circumstances. One of his most
graphic examples, recounted by
his students even decades later,

was his undeniable assertion that
we all know barbecuing a baby
is wrong. Similarly, he stressed
that everyone recognizes the
wrongness of adultery, an act,
so often shrouded in secrecy,
that attacks the good of our
spouse and seriously violates an
important and defining personal
commitment we have made.
Even if something “feels right”
in the moment, it can be very
wrong for us to do it. Quite apart
from the context or circumstances,
certain kinds of acts, without
exception, are incompatible with
human dignity because, by their
very nature, they are damaging
and destructive to ourselves and to
those around us.
■ Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. earned his
doctorate in neuroscience from Yale and did
post-doctoral work at Harvard. He is a priest
of the diocese of Fall River, MA, and serves
as the Director of Education at The National
Catholic Bioethics Center in Philadelphia. See
www.ncbcenter.org.

Protective Factors for Child Abuse
Prevention programs have long focused on
reducing particular risk factors, or conditions that
research shows are associated with child abuse
and neglect. However, increasingly, prevention
programs are also recognizing the importance
of promoting protective factors or circumstances
in families and communities that increase the
health and well-being of children and families. The
following six protective factors have been linked
to a lower incidence of child abuse and neglect:

ìSocial connections. Trusted and caring family
friends provide emotional support to parents
by offering encouragement and assistance in
facing the daily challenges of raising a family.

ìNurturing and attachment. When parents
and children have strong, warm feelings for
one another, children develop trust that their
parents will provide what they need to thrive.

ìSocial and emotional competence. Children
with the ability to positively interact with
others, self-regulate their behaviors, and
communicate their feelings have relationships
that are more positive with family, friends, and
peers. Children without these competencies
may be at greater risk for abuse.

ìKnowledge of parenting and of child and
youth development. Parents who understand
how children grow and develop and know
the typical developmental milestones can
provide an environment where children
can live up to their potential.
ìParental resilience. Parents who are
emotionally resilient have a positive attitude,
creatively problem solve, effectively address
challenges, and are less likely to direct
anger and frustration at their children.
052002-00090 11/16

ìConcrete supports for parents. Parents
need basic resources such as food, clothing,
housing, transportation, and access to
essential services such as child care, health
care, and mental health services, to ensure
the health and well-being of their children.

For more information on keeping kids safe,
call (701) 323-5626.
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Pope Francis

Questions

I was afraid to ask

ABBEY NAGEL

A year of hope
The end of a calendar year
always leads us to reflect on
the past year—on the joys and
sorrows, on the successes and the
failures. The holidays wrap up and
we prepare to enter into a new
year, whatever it might bring.
In listening to the recent words
of Pope Francis, it seems that
one of the most important things
to focus on as we enter 2017 is
hope. Whether we have had a
hard year or not, the future and
the trials that 2017 might hold are
unknown to us. Just last month
as we prepared for the birth of the
Lord, hope was a theme that tied
Francis’ addresses together.
“The Crib and the Tree
are a message of hope and of
love…Before the Crib let us allow
ourselves to be attracted, with the
spirit of children, because there we
understand God’s goodness and
contemplate His mercy...”
I wonder if all the struggles
and pains of each year are always
meant to end with this message
of hope for the new year. We see
the meekness of Christ, and the
miserable conditions into which
He was born. We can join our
past and upcoming trials to His,
and look to the future, to the new
year, with hope. Just as Francis
is telling us to, and just as baby
Jesus shows us.

Earlier in the month, Francis
spoke about never forgetting
to smile, even when times are
tough. This sign of hope, a smile,
is something that he wanted to
emphasize as the year drew to a
close. “When we are in darkness
and difficulty the smile doesn’t
come, but there is the hope that
teaches us to smile on that path to
find God.”
As we enter the unknown
territory of 2017, it’s fitting to
prepare for whatever life throws
our way. “Life is often a desert, it’s
hard to walk in it, but if we entrust
ourselves to God it can become
beautiful and wide like a highway.”
This entrusting doesn’t require
anything monumental on our
end. It only requires a simple and
very humble hope. “It’s enough
to never lose hope, it’s enough
to continue to believe, always,
despite everything.”
It seems fitting to take on this
attitude and virtue of hope as we
bravely enter 2017. Francis seems
to think this virtue is what the
world needs. It’s up to each of
us to embrace it and let it shine
through us throughout the coming
year.
■ Nagel is the executive assistant to
the bishop at the Diocese of Bismarck. Her
column on the words and actions of Francis
appears bi-monthly in the DCA.

Dr. David Anders to
speak at RPR banquets
Real Presence Radio will
host Dr. David Anders as
keynote
speaker
of our
upcoming
annual
fundraising
banquets—
Feb. 20 in
Bismarck
and Feb. 21
Dr. David Anders
in Fargo.
Dr. Anders is the host of
“Called to Communion,”
which airs at 1 p.m. CST
Tuesday through Friday on
Real Presence Radio. He
is also the Director of the
Office of Catholic Education
and Lifelong Formation for
the Diocese of Birmingham,
Alabama. A convert to
Catholicism, Dr. Anders was
raised in the Presbyterian
Church and attended a
Protestant college and
seminary. While studying the
works of John Calvin, Martin
Luther, and the Protestant
doctrine of “faith alone” for
his Ph.D. in Reformation
History, he began to read the

works of St. Augustine, to
whom his professors pointed
as the origin of Protestant
theology. As he continued
to study with the purpose
of being an apologist of the
Protestant faith and converting
Catholics to Protestantism,
he became persuaded by the
truth of the Catholic faith. Dr.
Anders entered the Church
in 2003 along with his wife
and five children. For more
information, check out his
website calvin2catholic.com.
Real Presence Radio is
seeking sponsors for the
banquet. Sponsorship levels
are $250, $500 or $1,000.
Supporters of Real Presence
Radio can also be table hosts.
Table hosts invite eight guests
to join them at their tables.
Banquet attendees may come
as guests. Guests are asked
to call the Real Presence
office at (877)795-0122 to
RSVP or email jessica@
yourcatholicradiostation.com.
—Submitted information

FR. BRIAN GROSS

Q:

Can we call
Mary the
Mother of
God?

A:

We begin each calendar
year by celebrating
the Solemnity of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother
of God on January 1st. Some
non-Catholics are horrified
when the Virgin Mary is referred
to as the Mother of God. This
title, however, is both logically
and theologically sound.
As Catholics, we know that
Jesus our Lord was conceived
by the Holy Spirit and born of
the Virgin Mary. Jesus, born
of Mary, is fully God and fully
man. He is the second person
of the Holy Trinity who has
taken on human flesh and a
human soul. Jesus is true God
and true man. In His person are
united both a divine nature and
a human nature. We call this
the hypostatic union. It is very
important to note that Jesus
is not a human person, but a
divine person. In the one divine
person, Jesus Christ are united
the two natures of divinity and
humanity. These two natures
exist in their completeness
without mingling or opposition.
This is essential to understand
so that we can properly answer
our question.
In order for God to take on flesh
he needed Mary to use her free
will and say yes to His divine
request as we hear in Luke 1:38,
“Behold, I am the handmaid of
the Lord. May it be done to me
according to your word.” Mary
humbly agrees to provide God
with a human body. St. John
tells us, “The Word became flesh
and made His dwelling among
us, and we have seen His glory:
the glory of an only Son coming
from the Father filled with
enduring love.” (Jn. 1:14

The Catechism of the Catholic
Church reads in paragraph
495: Called in the Gospels
“the mother of Jesus,” Mary is
acclaimed by Elizabeth, at the
prompting of the Spirit and
even before the birth of her
son, as “the mother of my Lord.”
In fact, the One whom she
conceived as man by the Holy
Spirit, who truly became her
Son according to the flesh, was
none other than the Father’s
eternal Son, the second person
of the Holy Trinity. Hence
the Church confesses that
Mary is truly “Mother of God”
(Theotokos).
It is clear from both Scripture
and the Catechism that Mary
was, indeed, pregnant with
Jesus Christ, fully God and fully
man. It is for the above reasons
that very early in the Church,
Mary was referred to as the
“Mother of God.” Mary is the
Mother of God, not in the sense
that she is older than God or
the source of her Son’s divinity,
for she is neither. Rather, we say
that she is the Mother of God
in the sense that she carried in
her womb a divine person Jesus
Christ, God “in the flesh.”
To conclude we take counsel
from the straightforward logic
of St. Cyril of Alexandria, “I have
been amazed that some are
utterly in doubt as to whether
or not the holy Virgin is able to
be called the Mother of God.
For if our Lord Jesus Christ
is God, how should the holy
Virgin who bore him not be the
Mother of God?” (Letter to the
Monks of Egypt 1 [A.D. 427])
Mary, Mother of God, pray for us!

■ Fr. Gross is pastor of the Church

of Epiphany in Watford City and Our
Lady of Consolation in Alexander.
If you have a question you were
afraid to ask, now is the time to ask
it! Simply email your question to
info@bismarckdiocese.com with the
“Question Afraid to Ask” in the subject
line.

CLERGY APPOINTMENT
Bishop of Bismarck
David D. Kagan, D.D., P.A., J.C.L.
The following re-appointments have been made by Bishop David D.
Kagan, D.D., P.A., J.C.L. effective Dec. 1, 2016.
The Reverend Monsignor James
B. Braaten is
reappointed
to the office of
Episcopal Vicar
for Priests for a
term of up to
five years.
Rev. Monsignor
James B. Bratten

The Reverend Monsignor
Thomas J.
Richter is
reappointed
to the office
of Episcopal
Vicar for the
Permanent
Diaconate for a
Monsignor
term of up to five Rev.
Thomas J. Richter
years.
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Ag Attitudes
JAMES ODERMANN

Feeling God’s blessings away from home
This past fall, we (my wife
and I) had a chance to travel on
business and pleasure from coast
to coast. The experiences were
enjoyable and certainly gave me
a different perspective on our
country.
This was not the first time
away from the prairies of North
Dakota, but during these sojourns,
I realized why I enjoyed checking
the cows along Frank’s Creek
Road in Billings County. At the
height of the oil boom in western
North Dakota several years ago,
there was much lament about
the increase in traffic, but that
was nothing compared to the
movement of motor vehicles in
places we visited.
Much has been said and written
about the North Dakota work

ethic, speed of commerce and
connection to the land. I realized
the culture of North Dakota
is much different than places
we visited. I wondered why. Is
the difference because of the
wide-open spaces, the fresh air,
the clean water, the respect for
land? Is there a more sustained
appreciation for the gifts of God?
In the end, after mulling the
question, I did not have an answer.
Yet, the experiences did help me
realize there are many options
available in the world and the
God’s love is available throughout
the great sea of humanity.
Since the travels occurred
over the weekend, Leona and
I attended Sunday Mass in the
communities in which we were
staying. Catholics in Florida and

California are like the Catholics
in the parishes of the Bismarck
Diocese. I felt welcomed by the
greeters, the parishioners in the
pews and the pastors.
There were many Spanishspeaking parishioners at each of
the Mass celebrations, but we were
welcomed like friends of Christ.
California was an especially eyeopening experience because the
celebrant asked if there were any
visitors attending Mass that day.
He then went to each person
who had raised a hand. The people
were asked to identify themselves
and tell the congregation where
they were from. I certainly enjoyed
the collective gasp when I said
“North Dakota.”
The takeaway for me was
something I knew and believe:

God loves everybody and God’s
goodness is everywhere. The
language I speak is just one of the
methods of communication that
transcends the ability to share
God’s love and goodness.
Jesus made the ultimate
sacrifice for me, coming into this
world to save me. The sacrifice of
the Mass gives me the opportunity
to receive God’s grace. I felt as
blessed in Florida and California
as I do in North Dakota.
Prayer is universal. I need to
answer God’s call to pray. I hope I
am up to the task. Care to join me?
■ Odermann lives with his wife, Leona, on
the family farm in Billings County. They
are members of the Church of St. Patrick
in Dickinson and assist with eucharistic
celebrations there as well as at the Churches
of St. Bernard (Belfield) and St. Mary
(Medora).

Balancing Church & State
CHRISTOPHER DODSON

Increase funding to alternatives to abortion program
For years, the state of North
Dakota has quietly fought the
culture of death by caring for
pregnant women and their
children, while at the same time
addressing the root causes of
poverty. The program is called the
Alternatives to Abortion program.
It reimburses pregnancy centers,
adoption agencies, and maternity
homes for services to pregnant
women and women who think
they might be pregnant. It does
not cover the full cost of providing
those services. It does not even
come close. It does, however,
provide the agencies with some
revenue to help them continue and
expand their good work.
Using state funds to combat
abortion in this way makes sense.
For one thing, the official policy
of the state of North Dakota is to
favor childbirth over abortion.
Furthering this policy cannot be
done by restrictive legislation
alone. We must respond to the
factors that contribute to a woman
thinking that abortion is an option.
In other words, we must go after
the “demand” for abortion. Finally,
we cannot ignore that there is a
war upon children in the womb.
Court decisions, federal policies,
and cultural trends that threaten
unborn lives demand a state
response, including expenditures
to fight for life.
The program uses federal funds
from the Temporary Assistance
for Needy Families (TANF) block
grant, sometimes known as the
“welfare block grant.” Congress
established TANF so states could
have wide discretion to confront
the causes of poverty, including
out-of-wedlock pregnancies and
unstable family relationships. The
same factors in a woman’s life
that lead her into an unplanned
and crisis pregnancy are often
the same factors that lead women

and their children into poverty,
such as the lack of parental
guidance, education, housing,
health care, and work, as well as
domestic abuse, absent boyfriends,
addiction, and substance abuse
problems. Each time an abortion
alternatives agency provides
a woman with life-affirming
alternatives it also helps ensure
that that woman and her child do
not end up in poverty.
By all measures, the program is
a success. The number of women
served has steadily increased
through the years. In 2011, the
state awarded the Village Family
Service Center with administering
and advertising the program. The
number of women served soon
doubled, serving 1,194 women in
the 2015 fiscal year. Meanwhile,
both the percentage of pregnant
women in the state choosing
abortions correspondingly
declined and has reached a
historic low. Women accessing the
services appear to choose adoption
at a surprisingly high rate and
almost never choose abortion.
By helping women who think
they are pregnant, but are not,
the agencies also help prevent
subsequent “scares” without
resorting to demeaningly throwing
contraceptives at women in the
manner of Planned Parenthood.
Women who have a false
pregnancy test are counseled
about their needs. It is not
surprising, therefore, that the
number of teenage pregnancies
has declined during the same years
the state has funded the program.
Two major threats to the
program have loomed for several
years. One has probably abated.
The other is more concerning than
ever before.
For years, abortion activists
have tried to stop states from
using TANF funds to help pro-life

pregnancy centers. They started
with a series of “exposes” that
implied, but never proved, that
the recipients of the funds used
lies and high-pressure tactics
to persuade women not to have
abortions. They also implied
that using TANF funds for
these purposes took away cash
assistance from poor families.
In truth, cash assistance is set
separately and the money used
for abortion alternatives is “extra”
money in the TANF block grant.
The second prong of attack
was a campaign to convince the
Obama administration or a future
Clinton administration to issue
rules preventing TANF funds from
being used for abortion alternative
programs. With the election of
Donald Trump, that threat appears
to have gone away for now.
The second looming threat
comes from the program’s success.
As mentioned, the number of
women served has doubled
in recent years. However, the
amount of money allocated for
the program has remained the
same since 2007. As a result,
the administrators had to slash
reimbursement rates several

times. In
the 2015
fiscal year, the program actually
ran out of money before the end
of the year. The state renewed the
program for 2016, but only at the
same amount as in previous years.
Already, the program is on course
to serve 150 more women than
last year with the same number of
dollars.
It is time for the North Dakota
legislature to substantially
increase funding for the
alternatives to abortion program.
The state is facing a budget crisis.
The alternatives to abortion
program is funded with federal
dollars that are already available
to the state. Moreover, it is one
of the smallest budget items in
the state budget, coming to only
$250,000 a year. The state can
afford to at least double that
amount. After all, we are talking
about real alternatives to abortion.
We are talking about real help for
women and children in the womb.
■ Dodson serves as executive director of the
N.D. Catholic Conference, the official liaison
for the dioceses of Fargo and Bismarck in
matters of public policy.

PROTECTING OUR CHILDREN
The Diocese of Bismarck is firmly committed to the health and protection
of our children, young people and vulnerable adults. With the hope of
healing the pain and suffering from sexual abuse in the Catholic Church, we
encourage anyone who has suffered from this abuse to please come forward
and let us know. To report allegations of sexual abuse, please contact:
Dale Eberle, Chancellor, Diocese of Bismarck, PO Box 1575, Bismarck,
ND 58502-1575. Phone: 701.223.1347 or 1.877.405.7435. The complaint
form and policies can be found on the diocesan web site at http://www.
bismarckdiocese.com.
CODE OF PASTORAL CONDUCT
The Catholic Church must be exemplary: Clergy, staff, whether diocesan
or parish, and volunteers are held accountable for their behavior. To enable
the highest level of accountability, there must be a clear and unambiguous
definition of appropriate behavior. To this end, this Code of Pastoral Conduct
is defined for the Diocese of Bismarck and it provides a foundation for
implementing effective and enforceable standards for all personnel. View
the Code of Pastoral Conduct at http://www.bismarckdiocese.com.
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Is your
marriage
tearing
you
apart?

Retrouvaille
A Lifeline for Marriages

Jan. 13-15, 2017
If I can show you a way to
redirect


your family, church, Catholic
school or our diocese, will
you give me a half an hour to
discuss that with you?

Bismarck, ND
Aftercare sessions provided
Registration is limited

retrouvaille.org or
bismarckdiocese.com/retrouvaille
Tara Brooke, Director of Family Ministry
701-204-7209 • Toll Free 877-405-7435
tbrooke@bismarckdiocese.com

Kim Dvorak
Director of Development and Planned Giving
Diocese of Bismarck



 
kdvorak@bismarckdiocese.com
catholicfoundationdob.com

Retrouvaille is sponsored by the
Diocese of Bismarck and is open to any
married couple struggling in their relationship
regardless of faith denomination.

Aaron Mahlmann, FIC, LUTCF

Pat Dolan, FICF

Bismarck
701-222-2755
aaron.mahlmann@kofc.org

General Agent, Fargo
(701) 298-9922
patrick.dolan@kofc.org

Mike Vetter

Frank Greff, FICF, LUTCF

Minot
701-837-0135
michael.vetter@kofc.org

Dickinson
701-483-8839
frank.greff@kofc.org

LIFE INSURANCE DISABILITY INSURANCE
LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE RETIREMENT ANN U I T I E S

Mike Klabo

Strasburg
701-580-9036
michael.klabo@kofc.org

Don Willey, FIC
Bismarck
701-202-9089
don.willey@kofc.org

