
By Jacob Markel 
Jesus said in Matthew 18:20 

“For where two or three have 
gathered together in My name, I 
am there in their midst.” 

This January, a pilgrimage 
of over 600 people from North 
Dakota traveled to Washington 
D.C. where students from the 
University of Mary would lead 
over 600,000 pro-lifers on the 
March for Life. 

Our large group from the 
University of Mary was made 
up of mostly students, but also 
faculty, families, and others 
from the diocese. I knew going 
to Washington D.C. was going 
to bring many incredible 
opportunities. I would get to visit 
an amazing city, march for a cause 
I fi rmly supported, and if I was 
lucky, I knew there was a slight 
chance I could get stuck in snow 
on the Pennsylvania Turnpike for 
over 30 hours like the resilient 
students who made the trip last 
year. But, what made the trip 

so powerful was the feeling of 
encouragement and optimism 
that came directly from so many 
faithful people gathering in Jesus’ 
name to stand up for life. 

Mass at St. Patrick’s
Early in the morning on the 

day of the march, the group from 
the University of Mary met with 
others from North Dakota for the 
Dakota delegation Mass. Looking 
over a full-to-the-brim St. Patrick’s 
Church, I saw fellow students, 
former and present teachers of 
mine, high schoolers from across 
the state, and many others who 
came to worship with us prior to 
taking to the streets. 

The Mass was celebrated by 
the always-incredible Timothy 
Cardinal Dolan, who preached the 
need for endurance in striving to 
do good even after many years of 
marching with what may seem like 
little result. Following his homily, 
we were able, as a delegation from 
North Dakota, to receive Jesus in 

the Eucharist. In the most real way 
possible, Jesus was in our midst in 
this sacrament, and He nourished 
us with his own body and blood.  

Now, it may be easy to dismiss 
this moment as unimportant 
or a usual part of Mass, but it 
is important to pay attention 
to the sequence of events. After 
receiving an inspiring homily 
encouraging us to endure for the 
sake of good, Jesus gives Himself 
as the nourishment to make 
this endeavor. But, how many 
times does it happen when after 
receiving Him in the Eucharist, 
the problems we have remain and 
it feels as though not much has 
changed? 

This lack of a feeling of big 
change may resemble what 
people have felt upon fi nishing 
the March for Life in years past. 
Catholics who believe that God is 

in their midst when they gather, 
have probably stood in front of 
the Supreme Court at the end of 
past marches and realized that 
abortion may not be abolished 
in that moment in the way they 
were hoping, but like receiving 
the Eucharist, it is not about how 
one feels, it is about what is really 
happening. Jesus gives us His 
body and blood, and regardless of 
how we feel this infl uences us. Six 
hundred plus people from North 
Dakota who made the trip across 
the nation to continue to stand up 
for what is good, and no matter 
what the immediate fruits of doing 
this in Jesus’ name is, we can take 
solace that in receiving from Jesus 
and then acting, we had an effect.  

I realize this may seem 
idealistic. A part of what led to the 

African Mission Appeal
The annual appeal for the diocese’s Afri-
can Mission is March 4-5. Hear the latest 
from our missionaries ............PAGE 7-9
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#CSW17 recap
Catholic Schools Week was celebrated 
across the diocese Jan. 30-Feb. 4. See a 
photo recap of the week ..... PAGE 10-11
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Soon enough and, in fact, 
Wednesday, March 1, 
we enter into the great 

penitential season of Lent 
with the celebration of Ash 
Wednesday. If a person who is 
unfamiliar with our faith and 
Catholic practices asked us 
about Lent, I think we could 
give a pretty good and accurate 
description of it and why it 
precedes Holy Week and Easter. 
However, for as much as we 

know and understand about 
Lent, do we truly live Lent in the 
way the Church has traditionally 
taught and urged us to do?

Certainly, the tried and true 
Lenten discipline of regular and 
fervent personal and communal 
prayer (Mass and confession), 
consistent almsgiving (Corporal 
Works of Mercy), and real acts 
of self-mortification (penance) 
must be the central outward 
acts of our Lenten season. As 
beneficial as this holy discipline 
is for each of us, there is 
something just as necessary for 
us to do daily so that the Lenten 
discipline does not become the 
end.

The Church encourages us 
to do what Jesus Himself did 
in anticipation of His public 
ministry which would lead Him 
to His saving passion, death and 
resurrection. We should make 
the effort to go into the desert 
during the 40 days of Lent to 
fast and pray, to rid ourselves of 
the many attachments to other 
things, material and spiritual, 
we have made so important in 
our lives but which have become 
obstacles to our better and 

faithful following and imitation 
of Jesus.

One good and helpful way to 
do this every day of Lent is to 
set aside 10 minutes and read 
a selection from one of the 
four Gospels. As a suggestion, 
read the Gospel accounts of the 
time Jesus Himself spent in the 
desert in prayer and fasting. 
Read Matthew 4: 1-11, Mark 1: 
12-13, and Luke 4: 1-13. These 
three Gospel accounts give us 
much to meditate on, especially 
on the boldness of Satan in 
tempting Jesus. But,they give 
us so much more to meditate 
on as to how we, like Jesus, 
can reject sin by relying on the 
goodness and mercy of God for 
our support in daily life.  

Another good and helpful 
way to make the discipline of 
Lent fruitful in our lives during 
Lent and beyond is to read each 
of the four Gospel accounts 
of the passion of Jesus. What 
each of the evangelists presents 
in the passion narrative is the 
tremendous, mysterious and 
all-embracing love which God 
has for us; He does for us what 
we could never do for ourselves. 
The way in which Jesus redeems 
us through His own sufferings 
reveals to us the true value of 
our own sufferings if we strive 
to bear them as He bore His 
sufferings for us.

Ultimately, if we strive daily 
to keep the discipline of Lent, 
the graces we receive are not 
just of the moment, but they 
endure. We recognize more 
clearly how close the Lord is 
to each of us in every moment 
and event in our lives. Also, we 
realize that He is that close to 
each of us for no other reason 
than that He loves us with a 
love that is eternal and ever-
faithful. How can we not want 
to enter fully into the season of 
Lent determined to allow Him 
to renew us in mind, heart, body 
and soul?

Bishop  David D. Kagan
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Cain murders Abel, tries to deny it, 
complains his punishment is too severe. Sin 
causes him to deny he’s his brother’s keeper. 
Pray on this.

Bishop David Kagan @VescovoDDK • Feb. 13
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Enter fully into the season of Lent
•

BISHOP’S 
SCHEDULE 

MARCH 2017
FROM THE BISHOP

Bishop David D. Kagan

Mar. 1 • Ash Wednesday Mass, 
Cathedral of the Holy 
Spirit, Bismarck,  9 a.m. 

Mar. 2 • Diocesan Finance 
Council meeting, Center 
for Pastoral Ministry, 
Bismarck,  10 a.m. 

Mar. 5 • Rite of Election, 
Cathedral of the Holy 
Spirit, Bismarck,  3 p.m. 

Mar. 11 • Confessions for Lenten 
Women’s Retreat, 
Church of St. Anne, 
Bismarck,  12 p.m. 

Mar. 12 • Confi rmation for the 
Churches of St. Mary’s 
in Richardton and 
St. Stephen in Stark 
County, at Richardton, 
10 a.m. MT 

Mar. 14 • First Choice Clinic 
Banquet, Ramkota 
Hotel, Bismarck, 7 p.m.  

Mar. 16 • Parish Expansion 
Fund meeting, Center 
for Pastoral Ministry, 
Bismarck 11 a.m. 

Mar. 19 • Confi rmation for the 
Churches of St. Mary in 
Hague, Sts. Peter and 
Paul in Strasburg, and 
St. Michael’s in rural 
Linton, at Hague, 
10 a.m. 

Mar. 21 • Real Presence Radio 
interview, 9 a.m. 

Mar. 23 • Catholic Foundation 
board meeting, Center 
for Pastoral Ministry, 
Bismarck,  11 a.m. 

Mar. 24 • Home on the Range 
board meeting, Center 
for Pastoral Ministry, 
Bismarck,  12 p.m. 

 • Lumen Vitae Medal 
Mass, University of 
Mary, Bismarck 

Mar. 26 • Confi rmation for the 
Churches of St. Pius V 
in New Salem and St. 
Martin in Center, at New 
Salem,  10:30 a.m.

Photo by Jessina Kary
Bishop Kagan pours sacred chrism on the altar during the dedication Mass at the new 
chapel at Dickinson Trinity High School. The Mass took place Jan. 30 during Catholic 
Schools Week.
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Two pastors in oil country
Parish life is growing despite industry slowdown

By Patti Armstong 
At the epicenter of oil country 

within the diocese are Fr. Russ 
Kovash, pastor of St. Joseph in 
Williston, and Fr. Brian Gross, 
pastor of Epiphany Church in 
Watford City.  As Catholic priests, 
they worked at the heart of the 
boom—the heart of Jesus through 
the Catholic Church. And now, 
post boom, they are staying the 
course and busier than people 
might guess.

People from across the country 
came to make money, while Frs. 
Gross and Kovash were sent to 
minister to Catholics. It’s been 
four-and-a-half years since they 
arrived in places that went from 
quiet prairie towns to cities 
with populations that exploded 
overnight. Amid the frantic pace 
of trying to fi ll every sort of need 
while at the same time adjusting 
to their new roles as pastors, was 
also a barrage of requests from 
reporters from around the world, 
fascinated with this modern “Wild 
West.” 

And, then oil prices dropped. 
And, dropped some more. And, 
the reporters went onto the 
next big thing. But,while oil 
production has slowed, it hasn’t 
stopped.  Some have left, but not 
everyone. Perhaps some of the 
best things are still happening 
in the Bakken oil territory. The 
Catholic Churches are growing—
even bigger than during the 
boom according to Frs. Gross and 
Kovash. 

It’s not all bust
Beginning in late 2009, 

hydraulic fracking technology 
made it easy to break into the 
Bakken formation’s 200,000 
square miles of vast oil deposits. 
According to Alison Ritter, Public 
Information Specialist for the 
North Dakota Department of 
Mineral Resource, oil production 
dropped from 1.4 million barrels a 
day and the highest price of $136 
to an average output of 971,658 
a day at only $34 a barrel last 
fall. In November of 2013, there 
were 191 active drilling rigs and 
in November of 2016, there were 
39. But in January, an upswing 
in production was reported past 
the million barrel a day mark at 
$40.25 a barrel.

Oil production fell and many 
people left, however, there 
was surprisingly an increase in 
registered parishioners at the 

Catholic churches. Watford City’s 
population was only 1,400 in 
2000. When Fr. Gross arrived 
from Bismarck in late summer of 
2012, it had ballooned to around 
12,000. Sunday Mass fi lled up, 
but long hours, frequent transfers, 
and lots of coming and going, 
brought ever-changing faces. Yet, 
despite a drop in population to 
around 8,000 people, Epiphany’s 
congregation went from 125 
families in 2012 to over 200 in 
2016. 

In Williston, 
Fr. Kovash has 
experienced much 
the same. The 
town had been a 
remote ranching 
community. By the 
time Fr. Kovash 
arrived in 2013 
to pastor St. Joseph’s (Williston’s 
only Catholic church among 26 
others), it was a whirlwind of 
activity. The population had grown 
from less than 14,000 to around 
40,000. It is now estimated to be 
around 30,000. 

Although life in Williston is less 
chaotic these days, Fr. Kovash said 
that he and his associate pastor, 
Fr. Joseph Evinger still have very 
long days.  In 2012, he said there 
were fewer than 900 registered 
families. “Now, despite losing a 
lot of good people, we are at 980 
households,” Father Kovash said. 
“There were maybe more bodies 
in the church before, but a lot of 
them didn’t want to register.”  

Parish life grows
“At the height 

of the boom, there 
were as many 
single men as 
families,” Fr. Gross 
said. “Now, there’s 
mostly families as 
wives and children 
have moved here.” 
He explained that there is still an 
industry, but things have slowed to 
a calmer pace.  

With more stability in the 
parish, Fr. Gross explained that 
the congregation members have 
become very active and there’s 
more of a church family. “During 
the height of the boom, it was 
mostly men and all they would 
do is work,” he said. “I saw some 
of them on a Sunday and some 
once a month or see someone four 
times and then never see them 
again.”  

Since the oil slowdown, parish 
life and spiritual growth has 
blossomed, according to him. 
“We have adoration on Friday 
for 12 hours, and daily Mass,” he 
said. “Our Knights of Columbus 
has come back from the dead and 
there are active youth and groups 
of young adults, and men and 
women’s groups where we bring 
in speakers.”  At the last young 
adults group, he said there were 
40 couples, around a third of them 
not even Catholic.  

“Three or four years ago, many 
of these people didn’t feel this 
was their home,” Fr. Gross said. 
“Now, many feel that home is 
Watford. Part of the desire with 
these different groups is to become 
a Church family which helps give 
them a sense of belonging.”

In Williston, Fr. Kovash said he 
welcomes the calmer pace. “It was 
so frantic before,” he said. “We 
were spending a lot of time trying 
to get people connected with help.”  

That still happens but to a lesser 
extent, he said, and although 
there are social service agencies, 

churches still fi ll in the cracks or 
help after hours. 

One big change at St. Joseph’s 
has been the increase in Hispanic 
population that came for jobs. The 
Bismarck Diocese was awarded 
a fi ve-year grant two years ago 
to bring in three religious sisters 
from Mexico. 

“Many of our Hispanic 
parishioners don’t speak English,” 
Fr. Kovash said. “The sisters help 
prepare them for the sacraments. 
Twenty-fi ve of our 46 First 
Communicants are Hispanic.” 
The sisters also help prepare the 
liturgy for the twice-a-month 
Spanish Masses where 100-140 
show up, down from around 180 at 
the peak. 

“It’s been satisfying to see 
the fruits of how God works and 
what God is doing up here—from 
conversions to reversions to 
people who weren’t engaged in 
the Church and now are engaged,” 
Fr. Kovash said. “There are a lot 
of great people here who love 
the Lord and are on fi re for their 
faith.”

Father Kovash to speak at Women’s 
Lenten retreat on March 11

Father Kovash refers to his time in Williston as the hardest, 
most rewarding work he has ever done. As the featured speaker for 
the Lenten retreat for women this year at the Church of St. Anne 
in Bismarck on March 11, he will share how that experience has 
enriched him.

His talk, titled “Gratitude, the Virtue that Changes Us,” will 
explain how he has come to appreciate even the smallest things and 
how serving in Williston has been a part of that.  

“When we start really refl ecting daily how ridiculously good God 
is to us,” he said, “Then it automatically leads to this disposition to 
the Lord: What good can I do for all the good you’ve done for me?”

Having gratitude changes our hearts, according to Fr. Kovash, 
and when we become faithful, we develop joy in our lives. “People 
are looking for joy and gratitude leads to great joy and leads to the 
passion and mission of God,” he explained. “I’m a very different 
person by cultivating this disposition of heart which includes this 
gratitude and I want to share it with people.”

Fr. Kovash

Fr. Gross

PROTECTING OUR CHILDREN
The Diocese of Bismarck is fi rmly committed to the health and protection 

of our children, young people and vulnerable adults. With the hope of 
healing the pain and suff ering from sexual abuse in the Catholic Church, 
we encourage anyone who has suff ered from this abuse to please come 
forward and let us know. To report allegations of sexual abuse, please 
contact: Dale Eberle, Chancellor, Diocese of Bismarck, PO Box 1575, Bismarck, 
ND  58502-1575.  Phone: 701.223.1347 or 1.877.405.7435. The complaint 
form and policies can be found on the diocesan web site at http://www.
bismarckdiocese.com.

CODE OF PASTORAL CONDUCT
The Catholic Church must be exemplary: Clergy, staff , whether diocesan 

or parish, and volunteers are held accountable for their behavior.  To enable 
the highest level of accountability, there must be a clear and unambiguous 
defi nition of appropriate behavior. To this end, this Code of Pastoral Conduct 
is defi ned for the Diocese of Bismarck and it provides a foundation for 
implementing eff ective and enforceable standards for all personnel. View the 
Code of Pastoral Conduct at http://www.bismarckdiocese.com.

During the season of Lent, Catholics are called to 
take part in certain days of fasting and abstinence. Ash 
Wednesday and Good Friday are the two days of both 
fasting and abstinence. In addition, all Fridays during 
Lent are days of abstinence.*

• Fasting: The norms on fasting are obligatory from 
age 18 until age 59. When fasting, a person is permitted 
to eat one full meal. Two smaller meals may also be 
taken, but not to equal a full meal.

• Abstinence: The norms concerning abstinence from 
meat are binding upon members of the Catholic Church 
from age 14 onwards.

*Exceptions to these guidelines include those who are 
physically and mentally ill (including chronic illnesses like 
diabetes) as well as pregnant and nursing mothers. The 
Church teaches that common sense should prevail so 
that a person does not further jeopardize his or her health 
because of the fasting requirements.

Fasting and abstinence 
during Lent
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By Evan William Baker
Sometimes the most eye-

opening pro-life message is 
realized in the most unlikely 
places. In this case, it was 
the Holocaust museum in 
Washington, D.C.

The diocesan group made a 
stop there as part of the recent 
pilgrimage to the March for Life.

Watford City High School 
senior Devin Schmitz perhaps 
described the museum experience 
most eloquently, “It really helps 
to remind you of how important 
life is and to appreciate it. That’s 
ultimately why we took the trip.”

Trip timeline
On the evening of Jan. 24, 

22 students and six chaperones 
boarded a bus en route to our 
Nation’s Capital to participate in 
the 44th annual March for Life. 

The annual event has occurred 
each year since 1973’s Roe vs. 
Wade supreme court decision. The 
Bismarck Diocese group consisted 
of 7-12 grade students from 
Watford City, Harvey (Diocese 
of Fargo), Regent, Max, Center, 
Mandan, and Bismarck. 

Fr. Terry Wipf, Parochial Vicar 
at Corpus Christi in Bismarck, 
served as the group’s chaplain. The 
pilgrimage was planned and led by 

the Diocese’s Respect Life/Natural 
Family Planning Coordinator, 
Christie Collins.

Roughly two thirds of the way 
into the journey, St. Rose of Lima 
Church, in Perrysburg, Ohio 
kindly opened their doors to the 
pilgrims for daily Mass celebrated 
by Fr. Terry. A certainly welcomed 
respite for the road-weary 
diocesan crew. 

As the early morning hours of 
Jan. 26 arrived, so did the pilgrims 
to their Alexandra, Virginia hotel. 
Mass in the crypt Chapel of the 
Basilica of the National Shrine of 
the Immaculate Conception and 
self-guided tours kicked off the 
pilgrimage time in Washington 
D.C.

“We spent a good 45 minutes 
there. We got to see a lot of it. 
There was a lot of cool paintings, 
and side chapels, in general 
the whole thing was real neat,” 
recounted William Liffrig, a junior 
homeschool student from rural 
Mandan.

After lunch at Old Ebbitt 
Grill, “Washington’s oldest, 
most historic saloon,” the eager 
assortment of North Dakotans 
embarked upon the United States 
Holocaust Memorial Museum. 
Upon entry, visitors collected an 

identifi cation card that read, “For 
the dead and the living we must 
bear witness.” Inside, the card told 
the story of a person who lived 
during the Holocaust.

“What stood out to me was how 
young the children were, they 
didn’t even get a chance to live,” 
refl ected Monica Schmitz, a senior 
at Harvey High School.

The museum’s permanent 
exhibit is divided into three 
fl oors. The fi rst portrays the “Nazi 
Assault”—1933-1939. The second 
fl oor depicts what is called the 
“Final Solution”—1940-1945, 
and the third is titled the “Last 
Chapter.”

“It was very eye opening and 
tragic to see what happened 
during the Holocaust,” said Emily 
Storick, a homeschooler and 7th 
grade student and member of the 
Church of St. Anne in Bismarck.

On to the prayer rally
Next, the “Life is Very Good” 

prayer rally awaited at George 
Mason University in nearby 
Fairfax, Virginia. Pilgrims had an 
opportunity to avail themselves 
of the sacrament of confession, 
as well as listening to a deeply 
inspirational talk from renowned 
Catholic speaker Mark Hart of 
Life Teen International. The 

event concluded with exposition 
of the Blessed Sacrament and 
benediction. The band, “The 
Afters,” and Catholic recording 
artist Ben Walther performed the 
music for the rally and evening of 
prayer.

Mass with Cardinal Dolan
The following morning’s 

6 a.m. wake-up call came early for 
the exhausted group of pilgrims. 
However, this was the day that 
they were all waiting for and, what 
better way to start off the day 
than morning Mass with Timothy 
Cardinal Dolan, Archbishop of 
New York, at St. Patrick’s Church 
in downtown Washington, D.C. 
Seating proved to be sparse as 
the pews were overfl owing with 
attendees from several different 
groups, from all over the country, 
attending the March for Life.

The diocesan group joined St. 
Mary’s Central High School, and 
the University of Mary’s over 600 
students, faculty and staff, along 
with students from Minot’s Bishop 
Ryan, and Dickinson Trinity, as 
they made their way to the pre-
march speeches highlighted by 
Vice President Mike Pence. It was 
the fi rst time that a current vice 
president had ever spoke in person 
at the March for Life.

“It was encouraging to see the 
vice president show up, and the 
improvement in media coverage 
this year drawing more attention 
to our cause,” Devin Schmitz 
recalled.

March for Life
Estimates are that over a half 

a million attended this year’s 
march. The Bismarck diocesan 
group was invited by Msgr. James 
Shea, President of the University 
of Mary, to lead the march right 

A jam-packed pilgrimage 
Diocesan group attends March for Life

University of Mary leading the March for Life was 
the joyful and passionate witness they brought 
in years prior. Because of this witness, they were 
asked to lead the march, which is an amazing 
honor, and in response, the university set out to 
encourage as many students to go as possible. 

Because of this encouragement, a massive 
amount of college students were convinced to 
do the thing most college students try to avoid—
spend money. Going meant sacrifi ce. Yet, a huge 
number of students could go, gather together at 
Mass, hear Cardinal Dolan speak, and receive the 
Eucharist. 

Leading the march
After Mass, we left the church and made our 

way to the starting point of the march. It was 
there, where for the fi rst time ever, the Vice 
President Mike Pence spoke and not only gave his 
support, but boldly claimed, “Life is winning.” 

From here, one of the largest marches for life 
began, being led by the group from the University 
of Mary and others from the diocese who joined 
us. Late into the march, there came a point when 
the road we marched on took a slight incline. I 

had been told ahead of time to look back once I 
began making my way uphill because it would 
make a great photo opportunity, so I was just 
expecting simply to see a lot of people behind 
me. But when I turned around, what I saw was 
hundreds of thousands of people gathered to 
march for the same cause. What I saw behind us 
was proof that the pro-life movement was strong 
and God gathered us together to show that what 
we are doing is in fact infl uencing a huge number 
of people in the world. 

There were many exciting and fun moments 
that happened over the course of the trip, and 
hearing the many testimonies of the students and 
faculty who accompanied the university on the 
trip, I can write with certainty this was a powerful 
experience for all involved. 

What made the trip so powerful for me was the 
feeling of encouragement and optimism that came 
directly from so many people joining us in Jesus’ 
name to stand up for life. 

Markel is a Bismarck native and University 
of Mary senior majoring in philosophy and 
minoring in history. He graduated from St. 
Mary’s Central High School in 2013.

Why we march for life
Continued from page 1

Continued on page 5
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alongside them.
“To see how many people were on our 

side and just how many people think that life 
truly matters was amazing,” Monica Schmitz 
explained.

Olivia Gronos, a junior from Watford City 
High School, and one of eight students making 
the pilgrimage from Epiphany Catholic Church, 
said about the March for Life, “Being at the front 
especially, and being able to see that we were 
leading something that we all believed in, was a 
great experience.”

The March for Life concluded for the groups 
with North Dakota’s own Senator John Hoeven 
greeting all and thanking them for standing up 
for life.

Return trip home
For their fi nal day of the pilgrimage, the group 

attended the Students for Life 2017 National 
Conference. Equal Rights Institute speaker, 
Josh Brahm, keynoted the morning with an 
empowering talk entitled, “How to Win People to 
our Movement: What makes us Equal.”

Gloria Martens, a junior, homeschooler, from 
St. Martin of Tours Catholic Church, in Center, 
said of Brahm’s message, “His arguments really 
got into the point of why we are pro-life.”

As the bus rolled into the Cathedral of the 
Holy Spirit parking lot on Jan. 29, the clock 
neared 10 p.m. The Watford City pilgrims 
had yet another three hours of travel ahead. 
However, full hearts and optimistic minds 
looked toward the future missions for the pro-
life movement. 

Continued from page 4
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“The place where the mystery 
of God meets the mystery of the 
child!” These words intrigued 
me when I started considering 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
for a faith formation program and 
I wanted to know where this place 
was. 

What I was currently seeing 
in the preschool program as the 
Director of Faith Formation at 
the Church of Corpus Christi in 
Bismarck was coloring, chaos, 
crowd control, and a preschool 
coordinator who just wanted to 
teach our little 3-, 4-, and 5-year-
olds something about Jesus. She 
ended up leaving her preschool 
classroom each week feeling 
defeated, as though she had failed 
these children.

I remember the morning, in 
2009, she walked into my offi ce 
and said, “We need to fi gure 
something out? I am not teaching 
them anything! I feel like a 
glorifi ed babysitter.”

It was at that moment that I did 
a computer search on Montessori 
(because I love Maria Montessori) 
and faith formation. Low and 
behold, Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd was what I found 
and became extremely curious 
about this special faith formation 
curriculum. Later that year, Fr. 

Paul Becker sent the preschool 
coordinator and me to Denver for 
our fi rst course in this program. 
We had no idea that it would 
become a lifestyle that changed 
both of our lives.  

I walked into my fi rst training 
expecting to learn a new program, 
but what I left with was so much 
more. I left with a method of 
guiding children in a way that 
helped them grow in their already-
formed relationship with Jesus 
Christ. 

After returning to Corpus 
Christi, we began using Catechesis 
of the Good Shepherd and my 
now 10-year-old (then 4-year-
old) daughter Lucy was part of 
the very fi rst class. At the end of 
the year, we had a large Pentecost 
celebration with the children and 
their parents. Each child, and 
parent, was asked to come forth 
and light a candle from which gift 
they would most like to receive. 
After lighting our candles, Lucy 
looked at me and said, “Mommy, 
I lit my candle for fear of the Lord 
because I just want to fall more in 
love with Jesus.” As a parent, I felt 
as though I had struck gold; I had 
just witnessed my four-year-old 
articulate, without any prompting, 
that she wanted to fall more in 
love with Jesus.   

The Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd has helped me not 
only to assist children in the faith 
formation aspect, but it has also 
changed the way I relate to my 
own children daily. My children 
now ages 10, 7, and 5 have been 
immersed into the life of the Good 
Shepherd.  They love their time 
in the atriums (their word for 
classroom) and enjoy the many 
lessons that they can work with 
each week. I look forward to being 

with the children weekly and 
allowing them to help me remain 
open to what the Good Shepherd 
is asking me to share with them 
during a session.

■ Brooke is the Director of the Offi  ce of 
Family Ministry which provides informational 
resources for marriage preparation, marriage 
encounter, sponsor couple training, respect 
life, natural family planning, marriage en-
richment and other opportunities available 
within the Diocese of Bismarck and beyond. 

TARA BROOKE

Immersed into the life of the Good Shepherd 

Guest Column

Catholic Columnist George Weigel headlines Vocations Jamboree
University of Mary event is March 24-25

George Weigel, biographer of 
St. John Paul II and Distinguished 
Senior Fellow of the Ethics and 
Public Policy Center, will offer the 
keynote address at the University 
of Mary’s Vocations Jamboree. 
For the second time in as many 
years, the University of Mary 
is partnering with the Diocese 
of Bismarck, Annunciation 
Monastery and Assumption Abbey 
to host the annual event, which is 
free and open to the public.

The Vocations Expo, which will 
showcase the unique charism, 
mission and history of each group, 
draws vocation directors and 
teams representing a wide range of 
religious orders and communities 
from across the nation. The group 
will meet at the University of 
Mary’s main campus in Bismarck 
March 24-25 to pray and worship 
together and witness to the 

beauty and joy of consecrated life. 
Weigel’s keynote address, “Living 
Memories of Saint John Paul II,” 
will take place on Friday, March 
24 at 7:30 pm in the McDowell 
Activity Center.

Attendees, including University 
of Mary students and young 
people from the region, will 
have the opportunity to meet 
with representatives from the 
visiting communities to learn 
more about the rich variety 
of religious life in the Church 
today. Missionary organizations 
representing both Catholic and 
Christian denominations will also 
participate.

“Everything we do at the 
University of Mary is geared 
toward inviting students to listen 
to how God is calling them to 
live a meaningful life of service,” 
says Dr. Peter Huff, executive 
director of the Saint John Paul II 
Center for University Ministry. 
The presence of so many leaders 
active in faithful service brings 
honor to our institution and a 
great opportunity for our students. 

George Weigel’s testimony to John 
Paul’s heroic life will be a great 
inspiration to us all.”

A special feature of the 
Jamboree will be George 
Weigel’s visit with the religious 
orders attending the Vocations 
Jamboree and his reception of the 
university’s Lumen Vitae medal. 
The prestigious Lumen Vitae 
Medal, (Latin for “light of life”) is 
given to those who are champions 
of Catholic education and who 
bring others closer to Christ and 
his Church.

For more information on the 
Vocations Jamboree or George 
Weigel’s visit, go to www.
umary.edu/vocjamcontact or Ed 
Konieczka, assistant director of 
the Saint John Paul II Center for 
University Ministry, at vocjam@
umary.edu or 701-355-8102.

—Submitted information

George Weigel

Holy Father’s Prayer Intentions
       for March

Evangelization: Support for 
Persecuted Christians. That 
persecuted Christians may be 
supported by the prayers and 
material help of the whole 
Church.

Since the Catechesis of 
the Good Shepherd program 
was fi rst introduced into the 
diocese in 2009, the work of 
its co-founders—Gianna Gobbi 
and Dr. Sofi a Caveleti—has 
been fl ourishing through the 
diocese. Several parishes 
and schools have created 
hands-on atriums where 
the mystery of God meets 
the mystery of the child.

To be trained to be a 
guide (catechist) in the 
Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd, a catechist must 
be in formation with a 
trained formation leader 
for 90+ hours. Currently, 
the diocese does not 
have any local formation 
leaders able to teach new 
catechists. Considering 
this, the diocese has 
arranged to host a level I 
and II formation course 
to begin this summer and 
conclude next summer. 

The cost of the course is $100 
per person. Please check the 
diocesan website at www.
bismarckdiocese.com/cgs for 
more information or contact 
Tara at 701-204-7209.

Become a Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd guide
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By Jessica Naslund
Another Christmas in Gekano 

Parish has passed and like many of 
you, I wonder where the time has 
gone. 

This year Christmastime had a 
bitter-sweet feeling for me as this 
will be the last Christmas we will 
spend with our Gekano family. I 
will especially miss the students, 
Rogers, Sister Therese and all of the 
fun Christmas chaos of our home 
during this season. This was our third 
Christmas in Gekano Parish and we 
have come to really feel like a part of 
our community. I am truly thankful 
for that and know that I will always 
have a little piece of Kenya tucked 
deep into my heart. I do however, look 
forward to being back with my family 
and friends again in Bismarck. I look 
forward to having seasons, pizza 
delivery and a few snow days as well! 

The sights and sounds of Christmas 
in Gekano Parish are much different 
than our home in Bismarck, but the 
love for our Lord and anticipation 
of his coming is heard loud and 
strong here, just like home. And, 
in preparation for this wonderful 
occasion, the Bismarck African 
Mission team in Kenya spends several 
hours making sure that we can serve 
our students well and in an extra-
special way throughout the Advent 
and Christmas season. It is with the 
help of our good people of the Diocese 
of Bismarck that we can do that in 
many ways.

This was the fi rst year the Bismarck 
African Mission was able to celebrate 
with the students of the nearby 
Ichuni Parish. This is a new area for 
our program as we just expanded to 
serve there in January 2016. We have 
approximately 100 students from this 

parish receiving support from the 
Bismarck African Mission program. 
Like the Christmas seminar that we 
offered to students in Gekano Parish, 
the Ichuni students also start their 
seminar off with Mass at their local 
Catholic church. This was followed 
by a handful of guest speakers who 
shared everything from health, 
wellness, and HIV/AIDS information 
to career counseling. Local principals 
from secondary and polytechnic 
schools were also invited to deliver 
inspirational speeches to older 
students.

After the morning activities, the 
students are invited for a small lunch 
and gift distribution. This, by far is 
my most favorite part of the day! Can 
you imagine giving gifts away to 420 
children? This year we were so blessed 
again to be able to fi ll gift bags for all 
420 students who attended. Many of 
the items provided are from various 
Bismarck Catholic school-based 
Lenten and fund raising projects. 
We thank all of you that support the 
Mission from your homes, churches 
and places of work for helping us put 
some smiles on these faces on this 

great day. A big thank you to 
Jenetta Padilla along with her 
family in Dickinson and all 
the others who spearheaded 
a very successful sweatshirt 
fundraiser for our Christmas 
seminar. Also, due to the busy 
fi ngers of Carol Wehri from 
St. Ann’s Parish in Hebron 
and her sewing team, Gerry 
Hauser and Marg Focht, each 
student received a new book 
bag for Christmas. We also 
distributed fl our, shortening, 

t-shirts, candy, prayer cards, and 
other small gifts during this event.

In the weeks before the Christmas 
seminar, the Bismarck Mission also 
makes sure to address the health 
and wellness of our participants. 
Students are provided with wellness 
checks and HIV testing. It is during 
these checks we can address special 
medical conditions that require our 
attention. Homes and heifers are also 
visited in November and December in 
preparation for application approval 
for the following year. Students, 
this year, also received new foam 
mattresses in December, prior to the 
Christmas seminar. This was again 
made possible by many school-wide 
fundraisers in our diocese.

We look forward to the last few 
months we have here in Gekano 
Parish. As with any big move there 
are a lot of projects we would like to 
complete, affairs to put in order, and 
people to whom we slowly say our 
goodbyes. Keep us and the Bismarck 
African Mission in your prayers and 
know that we pray for all of you and 
remain thankful for your love and 
continued support.

Annual African 
Annual African Mission Appeal 
Mission Appeal 

March 4-5March 4-5
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By Brent Naslund
This past year has been a 

busy one for the Diocese’s Africa 
Mission. As we near another 
annual fundraising appeal for 
the Mission, we want to again 
thank you for all the prayers and 
the fi nancial support you have 
offered to the mission over the 
past year. Please know that your 
support is greatly appreciated 
by our family, the entire Africa 
Mission team, as well as those 
who directly benefi t from our 
programs. In this article, we 
offer a brief overview of how 
your fi nancial support has been 
put to work through the various 
programs of the Africa Mission.

Orphan education program
Bismarck Mission’s orphan 

education program remains the 
largest and most visible of the 
programs we conduct. At the time 
of this writing, we sponsored 417 
total-orphans of various ages 
and schools across two parishes 
within the Diocese of Kisii, 
Kenya. Most of these students 
attend grades 1-12 but just over 
a dozen are younger siblings 
of older school-aged children 
who attend a pre-kindergarten 
program. There are 167 high-
school age children who are 
completely dependent on the 
Bismarck Mission for high school 

tuition support.
The support we offer for 

high school tuition is a crucial 
factor in an orphan’s ability to 
complete high school. In Kenya, 
only primary school, grades 1-8, 
are compulsory and considered 
part of Kenya’s “Free Public 
Education” (FPE) initiative. High 
schools are not a part of the free 
educational system. As such, 
many students in Kenya don’t 
complete high school because 
of their inability to pay tuition. 
This becomes an even greater 

limitation for orphans who 
don’t have parents or guardians 
able or willing to fund their 
education. The Bismarck Mission 
experiences a high school 
completion rate of 41% - nearly 
fi ve times that of the Kenyan 
national average.

Our elementary school 
children also continue to receive 
education support from the 
Mission; mostly in the form of 
assistance to purchase school 
uniforms (required at every 
school in Kenya).  This year we 
also continued to fund 11 of our 
brightest primary school students 
to attend the local Catholic 
boarding primary school. Each 
student, regardless of age, also 
receives a small living allowance 
each month (approx. $5 per 
month) and a small ration of corn 
for subsistence.

As in previous years, we 
continue to offer educational 
incentives for children who 
perform well academically. 
Primary school children were 
given chickens and high school 
students were given goats. In 
total, we awarded 35 goats and 
43 chickens last year. This shows 
that nearly 20% of our orphans 
are what we would call “honor 
students.”

Other demographic 

information of interest is gender 
and religious affi liation. Our 
orphan program is currently 
51% girls and 49% boys in 
composition. This is a signifi cant 
in that it shows that our program 
gives girls an equal chance at 
attaining a high school diploma, 
whereas often boys will receive 
the education in families where 
tuition funds are scarce.

Roman Catholic orphans 
make up 65% of our enrollment. 
Other denominations are 28% 
Seventh Day Adventist, and the 
remaining 8% are from various 

other Protestant affi liation. 
The religious data shows that 
our program remains a good 
evangelical outreach program for 
the local church here in Kenya.

In all, the Bismarck Mission, 
over its 12 years of providing 
educational support to orphans, 
has helped over 1,000 orphans 
meet their educational goals. 
This is no small task and no 
other organization is assisting 
vulnerable children in our area of 
Kenya to the extent that we do.

Post-secondary scholarship 
program

Since 2013, The Bismarck 
Mission has offered post-
secondary scholarships to 
qualifying high school graduates 
from our orphan education 
program. We currently have 
18 post-secondary students 
pursuing college, university, or 
trade-school degrees in the fi elds 
of education, medical related 
fi elds, agriculture, business, and 
technology.

Approximately 40% of 
the orphans who graduate 
from high school apply for 
these scholarships.  Since the 
program’s inception, the Mission 
has assisted a total of 26 students 
to attend post-secondary 
degree or certifi cate producing 
programs, eight of which have 
since graduated.

Also, as a part of this program 
we continue to partner with a 
local college to offer a reduced-
cost computer and internet 
courses for our high school 
graduates who wish to improve 
their computer skills prior to 
entering college or university. 
This past year we had 17 of our 31 
high school graduates participate 
in this program.

Orphan housing program
For the past several years, 

the Mission has helped provide 
students with adequate housing 
when needed. Each year, home 
visits and wellness checks are 
conducted to determine which of 
our orphans have housing needs. 
This past year, we identifi ed three 
families that were in extreme 
need of housing. This program 
is unique in that the orphan’s 
family and neighbors are 
required to hire the carpenters 
to complete the skilled labor, 
but must complete much of the 
construction effort themselves. 
The Bismarck Mission provides 
all the funding needed for 
construction of the house. 
This helps ensure that housing 
recipients have their own time 
and effort invested in building 
the house, which further ensures 
for the care and maintenance of 

the house for years to come.

Heifer program
Since the heifer program 

began in 2015, Bismarck Mission 
has awarded 13 heifers to local 
orphans and Catholic widows. 
This remains the only formal 
part of the mission open to 
non-orphans. Annually, the 
mission accepts applications for 
this program and subsequently 
conducts home visits and 
wellness checks to determine the 
level of need and ability to care 
for the heifer. Once the heifer is 
awarded, The Bismarck Mission 
retains ownership of the heifer 
until it gives birth to its fi rst 
heifer calf. The calf is then given 
to another needy applicant once 
it is weaned from its mother.

Community support
Over the past year, the Mission 

has also been able to support 
the community in other ways. 
Most notable was the support 
the mission provided to Catholic 
youth in August (as featured 
in the Nov. 2016 issue of the 
DCA), a summer work/service 
program conducted by two 
seminarians from the Diocese 
of Bismarck (also featured in 
the Nov. 2016 issue), and the 
awarding of a hemoglobin blood 
count machine/monitor to the 
local Catholic clinic to help with 
pre-natal and other care in the 
community.

It is diffi cult to completely 
relate the positive impact the 
Africa Mission has on this rural 
area in Kenya. Please know that 
your support to orphans and 
widows continues to be a great 
blessing to many. Without your 
support, many would slip deeper 
into poverty and perhaps even 
despair. For all your support, we 
are most grateful. We also feel 
blessed to be your representatives 
in doing this good work in Kenya. 
Please continue to pray for all our 
orphans and the entire mission 
team as well.

Bismarck Mission Annual Report

Two diocesan seminarians, Gregory Crane and Brandon Wolf, visited the 
African Mission this past summer and participated in administering the 
sacraments to the local people.

The Diocese Mission team includes Jessica and Brent Naslund, Rogers, and Sister Therese.

By Brent Naslund
Kenyan students have several choices as 

to where they can attend school. Bismarck 
Mission does not tell our orphans where they 
should attend school. That decision is best left 
to the children’s guardians. However, we do 
feel strongly that there are great benefi ts for 
the orphans to receive a Catholic education 
and, therefore, incentivize Catholic school 
enrollment in our area. That said, Catholic 
education in Kenya differs from what we see in 
the United States. This article will outline some 
of those differences while highlighting some of 
the local Catholic schools we support.

In Kenya, there is not a clear delineation 
between private and public schools like 
there is in the United States. While the 
Kenya government mandates a standardized 
school curriculum for all grades, the schools 
themselves are either owned and operated by 
the Kenya Government, a church organization, 
or some other private entity. Some schools 
are even hybrids of both government/church 
ownership.

In our local parish, there are three Catholic 
high schools and several Catholic primary 
schools.  Of the primary schools, all but one 
are Catholic in name but are actually owned 
and operated by the Kenya government. These 
schools are called “Catholic” because the land 

where the school is 
located is owned by 
the Catholic Church. 
Additionally, most of 
the administrators 
for these schools are 
Catholics and those 
schools located near 
the main parish church 
will have their students 
attend Mass at least one 
day a week.

The one Catholic primary school that is 
not government run is owned by a private 
individual, is located on private land, and is 
a for-profi t business. This school is the only 
Catholic primary boarding school in the parish. 
It boards children in grades six through eight. 
This school is considered Catholic because 
the owner is Catholic and sends the children 
to Mass once a week and is supported by an 
offi cial Catholic Catechist from the parish for 
faith formation classes and activities. This 
school has earned a very good performance 
rating (based on their students’ national 
examination scores) and ranks second in the 
district behind another private school run by 
the Pentecostal church. The Bismarck Mission 
supports 11 students at this school.

Of the three Catholic secondary schools in 

the parish, two are government-run and one is 
completely Church owned and run. Of the two 
government schools, one is a boarding school 
for high school boys and the other is a day-
school for both boys and girls. The boarding 
school normally ranks well among the other 
boarding schools in the district. The Bismarck 
Mission supports nine boys at this school.

The St. Theresa’s Gekano Girls Secondary 
School is the one pure Catholic School in the 
parish, by American standards. It’s the girl’s 
boarding school where the Mission House is 
located. Of all the schools outlined, this school 
is the only one owned by the local diocese and 
administrated by religious sisters. We are very 
proud of the performance of this school. Last 
year it scored higher than it has in several 
years and was the second highest scoring 
school in the district. The Bismarck Mission 
supports 11 girls at this school.

Catholic Schools in Kenya

Annual African 
Annual African 

Mission Appeal 
Mission Appeal 

March 4-5March 4-5

By Brent Naslund
In the past years, schools, 

youth groups, and individuals 
have made special collections 
for the Africa Mission during 
the Lenten season. These 
collections have allowed the 
mission to purchase special items 
for orphans such as blankets, 
mattresses, sweat-shirts, and 
solar lights. Each of these items 
go a long way in improving 
the orphans’ living conditions. 
For this support, we are most 
grateful.

Because we are always asked 
for fundraising ideas, this year, 
we decided to offer the following 
price list to any groups that desire 
a special collection focus for 
their Lenten programs. We also 
thought you would be interested 
in seeing the individual costs 
associated with supporting 
our mission orphans. This list 
includes each of the items we 
regularly provide orphans to help 
ensure their academic progress 
and success.

School Items:
Elementary School Uniform: .......................................... $15/per student
High School Uniform: ...................................................... $25/per student
High School Textbooks: .......................................................... $50/per set
1 year of High School Tuition: ...................................... $500/per student
1 year of College/University Fees: ............................ $1,200/per student

Livestock Awards:
Heifer Cows: ...............................................................................$600/each
Goats (Education Award): ...........................................................$50/each
Chickens (Education Award): .....................................................$10/each
House Construction: .............................................................. $700/house

Quality of Life Items:
Food Allowance: ..................................... $10/per month for one student
Wool Blanket: .................................................................................$5/each
Foam Mattress: ............................................................................$15/each
Solar Light: .....................................................................................$6/each

Mattresses are one 
of the many items 
that go a long way in 
improving the orphans’ 
living conditions.
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Priests and school principals gathered before the Light of Christ Elementary Schools Mass during Catholic 
Schools Week. Pictured (l-r): Matt Strinden, Cathedral; Msgr. Tom Richter; Msgr. Gene Lindemann; Bishop 
Kagan; Fr. Wayne Sattler; Fr. Corey Nelson; Tony Fladeland, St. Mary’s; and Cori Hilzendeger, St. Anne.

Photos by Deacon Joe Krupinsky

Dickinson Trinity Juniors (l-r), Paloma Saldana, Joseph 
De Ocampp and Clare Heinen, and their school 
chaplain, Fr. Tom Grafsgaard, pose with the Know Your 
Faith contest trophy.

Bishop Kagan arrives at the Know Your Faith contest.

Fr. Doug Krebs, chaplain of Bishop Ryan High 
School in Minot, directed the opening prayer at 

the Know Your Faith contest. 
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 Photos by Jessina Kary and Tim Kessel

Grand Opening, School 
Blessing and Mass of 

Dedication

Dickinson priests at the Mass of dedication for the new chapel are:  (front row, l-r) 
Msgr. Patrick Schumacher, St. Wenceslaus; Fr. Todd Kreitinger, St. Patrick; (middle, l-
r) Fr. Keith Streifel, St. Joseph; Fr. Shannon Lucht, Queen of Peace; and (back row) Fr. 
Tom Grafsgaard, St. Wenceslaus and Trinity High School chaplain.

Several diocesan priests are alumni of Dickinson Catholic Schools. Among them 
are (l-r): Fr. Kregg Hochhalter, Fr. Russ Kovash, Fr. Jadyn Nelson, and Msgr. Gene 
Lindemann.



12 | Dakota Catholic Action MARCH 2017

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Lent is a new beginning, a path leading 

to the certain goal of Easter, Christ’s victory 
over death. This season urgently calls us to 
conversion. Christians are asked to return 
to God “with all their hearts” (Joel 2:12), to 
refuse to settle for mediocrity and to grow 
in friendship with the Lord. Jesus is the 
faithful friend who never abandons us. Even 
when we sin, he patiently awaits our return; 
by that patient expectation, he shows us his 
readiness to forgive (cf. Homily, 8 January 
2016).

Lent is a favourable season for deepening 
our spiritual life through the means of 
sanctifi cation offered us by the Church: 
fasting, prayer and almsgiving. At the basis of 
everything is the word of God, which during 
this season we are invited to hear and ponder 
more deeply. I would now like to consider 
the parable of the rich man and Lazarus (cf. 
Lk 16:19-31). Let us fi nd inspiration in this 
meaningful story, for it provides a key to 
understanding what we need to do in order 
to attain true happiness and eternal life. It 
exhorts us to sincere conversion.

1. The other person is a gift
The parable begins by presenting its two 

main characters. The poor man is described 
in greater detail: he is wretched and lacks the 
strength even to stand. Lying before the door 
of the rich man, he fed on the crumbs falling 
from his table. His body is full of sores and 
dogs come to lick his wounds (cf. vv. 20-21). 
The picture is one of great misery; it portrays 
a man disgraced and pitiful.

The scene is even more dramatic if we 
consider that the poor man is called Lazarus: 
a name full of promise, which literally means 
God helps. This character is not anonymous. 
His features are clearly delineated and he 
appears as an individual with his own story. 
While practically invisible to the rich man, we 
see and know him as someone familiar. He 
becomes a face, and as such, a gift, a priceless 
treasure, a human being whom God loves and 
cares for, despite his concrete condition as an 
outcast (cf. Homily, 8 January 2016).

Lazarus teaches us that other persons are a 
gift. A right relationship with people consists 
in gratefully recognizing their value. Even the 
poor person at the door of the rich is not a 
nuisance, but a summons to conversion and 
to change. The parable fi rst invites us to open 
the doors of our heart to others because each 
person is a gift, whether it be our neighbour 
or an anonymous pauper. Lent is a favourable 
season for opening the doors to all those 
in need and recognizing in them the face 
of Christ. Each of us meets people like this 
every day. Each life that we encounter is a 
gift deserving acceptance, respect and love. 
The word of God helps us to open our eyes to 
welcome and love life, especially when it is 
weak and vulnerable. But in order to do this, 
we have to take seriously what the Gospel 
tells us about the rich man.

2. Sin blinds us
The parable is unsparing in its description 

of the contradictions associated with the 
rich man (cf. v. 19). Unlike poor Lazarus, he 
does not have a name; he is simply called 
“a rich man”. His opulence was seen in his 
extravagant and expensive robes. Purple 
cloth was even more precious than silver 
and gold, and was thus reserved to divinities 
(cf. Jer 10:9) and kings (cf. Jg 8:26), while 

fi ne linen gave one 
an almost sacred 
character. The 
man was clearly 
ostentatious 
about his wealth, 
and in the habit 
of displaying it 
daily: “He feasted 
sumptuously every 
day” (v. 19). In 
him we can catch a 
dramatic glimpse 
of the corruption 
of sin, which 
progresses in three 
successive stages: 
love of money, 
vanity and pride (cf. Homily, 20 September 
2013).

The Apostle Paul tells us that “the love of 
money is the root of all evils” (1 Tim 6:10). 
It is the main cause of corruption and a 
source of envy, strife and suspicion. Money 
can come to dominate us, even to the point 
of becoming a tyrannical idol (cf. Evangelii 
Gaudium, 55). Instead of being an instrument 
at our service for doing good and showing 
solidarity towards others, money can chain 
us and the entire world to a selfi sh logic that 
leaves no room for love and hinders peace.

The parable then shows that the rich man’s 
greed makes him vain. His personality fi nds 
expression in appearances, in showing others 
what he can do. But his appearance masks an 
interior emptiness. His life is a prisoner to 
outward appearances, to the most superfi cial 
and fl eeting aspects of existence (cf. ibid., 
62).

The lowest rung of this moral degradation 
is pride. The rich man dresses like a king and 
acts like a god, forgetting that he is merely 
mortal. For those corrupted by love of riches, 
nothing exists beyond their own ego. Those 
around them do not come into their line of 
sight. The result of attachment to money is a 
sort of blindness. The rich man does not see 
the poor man who is starving, hurting, lying 
at his door.

Looking at this character, we can 
understand why the Gospel so bluntly 
condemns the love of money: “No one can 
be the slave of two masters: he will either 
hate the fi rst and love the second, or be 
attached to the fi rst and despise the second. 
You cannot be the slave both of God and of 
money” (Mt 6:24).

3. The Word is a gift
The Gospel of the rich man and Lazarus 

helps us to make a good preparation for 
the approach of Easter. The liturgy of Ash 
Wednesday invites us to an experience quite 
similar to that of the rich man. When the 
priest imposes the ashes on our heads, he 
repeats the words: “Remember that you are 
dust, and to dust you shall return.” As it 
turned out, the rich man and the poor man 
both died, and the greater part of the parable 
takes place in the afterlife. The two characters 
suddenly discover that “we brought nothing 
into the world, and we can take nothing out 
of it” (1 Tim 6:7).

We too see what happens in the afterlife. 
There the rich man speaks at length with 
Abraham, whom he calls “father” (Lk 
16:24.27), as a sign that he belongs to God’s 
people. This detail makes his life appear all 

the more contradictory, for until this moment 
there had been no mention of his relation to 
God. In fact, there was no place for God in his 
life. His only god was himself.

The rich man recognizes Lazarus only 
amid the torments of the afterlife. He wants 
the poor man to alleviate his suffering with 
a drop of water. What he asks of Lazarus is 
similar to what he could have done but never 
did. Abraham tells him: “During your life you 
had your fi ll of good things, just as Lazarus 
had his fi ll of bad. Now he is being comforted 
here while you are in agony” (v. 25). In the 
afterlife, a kind of fairness is restored and 
life’s evils are balanced by good.

The parable goes on to offer a message for 
all Christians. The rich man asks Abraham 
to send Lazarus to warn his brothers, who 
are still alive. But Abraham answers: “They 
have Moses and the prophets, let them listen 
to them” (v. 29). Countering the rich man’s 
objections, he adds: “If they will not listen 
either to Moses or to the prophets, they will 
not be convinced even if someone should rise 
from the dead” (v. 31).

The rich man’s real problem thus comes 
to the fore. At the root of all his ills was the 
failure to heed God’s word. As a result, he 
no longer loved God and grew to despise 
his neighbour. The word of God is alive and 
powerful, capable of converting hearts and 
leading them back to God. When we close 
our heart to the gift of God’s word, we end up 
closing our heart to the gift of our brothers 
and sisters.

Dear friends, Lent is the favourable season 
for renewing our encounter with Christ, 
living in his word, in the sacraments and 
in our neighbour. The Lord, who overcame 
the deceptions of the Tempter during the 
forty days in the desert, shows us the path 
we must take. May the Holy Spirit lead us 
on a true journey of conversion, so that we 
can rediscover the gift of God’s word, be 
purifi ed of the sin that blinds us, and serve 
Christ present in our brothers and sisters in 
need. I encourage all the faithful to express 
this spiritual renewal also by sharing in 
the Lenten Campaigns promoted by many 
Church organizations in different parts of 
the world, and thus to favour the culture of 
encounter in our one human family. Let us 
pray for one another so that, by sharing in 
the victory of Christ, we may open our doors 
to the weak and poor. Then we will be able to 
experience and share to the full the joy of

Easter.

FRANCIS

Pope’s message for Lent

Hendrick ter Brugghen –  “The Rich Man and the Poor Lazarus”
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For full schedule and free registration,
visit umary.edu/vocjam.

Jamboree
MARCH 24-25, 2017

for Life.

Keynote Speaker
George Weigel

George Weigel, premier 
biographer of St. John Paul II 
and Distinguished Senior 
Fellow, Ethics and Public 
Policy Center in Washington, 
D.C., will offer the keynote 
address and receive the 
University’s prestigious 

Lumen Vitae medal.

Join the University of Mary for the 
second annual Vocations Jamboree. 
KEYNOTE ADDRESS
(Open to the Public)
“My Memories of St. John Paul II”
Friday, March 24, 7:30 PM
McDowell Activity Center
University of Mary

Meet members of religious communities from 
around the country, ask questions, schedule 
personal meetings with vocations representatives, 
and learn more about opportunities to serve God 
and the community.
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So, what is 
so special 
about First 
Fridays or First 
Saturdays?

You may hear “old-timer” 
Catholics and a few pious 
younger ones refer to the 
fi rst Friday and the fi rst 

Saturday of any given month as a 
special day. But why?  

To the untrained Catholic, it seems 
the only thing to celebrate on the 
fi rst Friday of the month is the 
fact that it’s the last day of the 
work week. Hooray, TGIF! And, 
the only reason to celebrate the 
fi rst Saturday of the month is that 
it’s the fi rst day of the month a 
person can sleep in and watch 
morning cartoons. But, thanks be 
to God alive in our Catholic faith 
there are more profound reasons 
to celebrate these spiritually 
advantageous days. 

Devotion to the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus is remembered on Friday, the 
day His Heart was pierced for love 

of us on the cross. Jesus appeared 
to St. Margaret Mary Alacoque in 
the 1600’s and told her “Behold My 
Heart, which has loved everyone 
so intensely, yet is loved so little in 
return.” 

Jesus went on to ask St. Margaret 
if she would teach the world 
devotion to His Sacred Heart. 
St. Margaret related that Jesus 
desired faithful souls to come 
nine consecutive fi rst Fridays 
to confession, to Holy Mass, to 
devoutly receive the Holy Eucharist 
and spend time consoling the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus by staying 
with Him in the church in 
adoration. 

To the soul who observed the nine 
months Jesus made 12 promises. 1. 
I will give them all the graces 
necessary for their state of life. 2. 
I will give peace in their families. 
3. I will console them in all their 
troubles. 4. They shall fi nd in My 
Heart an assured refuge during life 
and especially at the hour of death. 
5. I will pour abundant blessings 
on all their undertakings. 6. Sinners 
shall fi nd in My Heart the source 
and infi nite ocean of mercy. 7. 
Tepid souls shall become fervent. 

8. Fervent souls shall speedily rise 
to great perfection. 9. I will bless 
the homes in which the image of 
My Sacred Heart shall be exposed 
and honored. 10. I will give to 
priests the power to touch the 
most hardened hearts. 11. Those 
who propagate this devotion 
shall have their name written in 
My Heart, and it shall never be 
eff aced. 12. I promise thee in the 
excess of the mercy of My Heart, 
that its all-powerful love will grant 
to all those who shall receive 
Communion on the fi rst Friday of 
nine consecutive months the grace 
of fi nal repentance; they shall not 
die under My displeasure, nor 
without receiving the sacraments; 
My Heart shall be their assured 
refuge at that last hour. 

Wow! All that for simply coming to 
Church on the fi rst Friday for nine 
months for love of Jesus’ Heart? 
Yes! Believe it!

Because the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus is so intimately united to 
the Immaculate Heart of Mary, 
devotion to Her Heart is observed 
the very next day, Saturday. When 
the Blessed Mother appeared to 
the three shepherd children at 
Fatima in 1917, she spoke about 
the off enses against the Heart 
of her Son and how devotion to 
her own heart would bring about 
needed reparation. 

She asked that the faithful to make 
these acts of reparation on the fi rst 
Saturday of each month for fi ve 

consecutive months by attending 
Holy Mass and devoutly praying 
the holy rosary. The faithful should 
off er their prayers of reparation 
for the following intentions: 
week 1) Blasphemies against 
the Immaculate Conception; 
week 2) Blasphemies against the 
Blessed Mother’s Virginity; week 
3) Blasphemies against Mary’s 
Divine Motherhood and her 
motherhood over all humanity; 
week 4) Blasphemies by those who 
implant in the hearts of children 
indiff erence, contempt and hate 
against the Virgin Mary; and in 
week 5) Blasphemies by those who 
insult Mary directly in her images.

Lent is upon us and so now is 
the time to try getting up early 
on the fi rst Friday before work 
and shutting off  the cartoons a 
little earlier on the fi rst Saturday 
to grow in devotion to the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus and the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary. It will 
change your life and the life of 
your entire family. Great graces 
await you. Before you know it, you 
may become a pious “old-timer” 
Catholic, too! 

Ave Maria!

■ Fr. Gardner is pastor of St. Peter 
in Fort Yates and the Catholic Indian 
Mission, as well as the satellite parishes 
in Cannon Ball, Porcupine, Selfridge and 
Solen. If you have a question you were 
afraid to ask, now is the time to ask it! 
Simply email your question to info@
bismarckdiocese.com with the “Question 
Afraid to Ask” in the subject line.

A:

Q:

Questions
I was afraid to ask

FR. JOHN PAUL GARDNER

UPCOMING EVENTS
■ SEARCH weekends for 2017
SEARCH for Christian Maturity 
is a weekend retreat experience 
sponsored by the Catholic Diocese 
of Bismarck. The weekends are for 
anyone of high school or college 
age (at least 15 years old). Search 
weekends are held at the Badlands 
Ministries Camp just south of 
Medora. Upcoming weekends for 
2017 are: March 3-5 and April 21-23. 
Go to bismarckdiocese.com/search1 
for more information.

■ Cursillo weekends in March
Do you want to get closer to 
Jesus? Consider attending the 
Bismarck Diocesan Cursillo. Cursillo 
is a “short course in Christian living.” 
It is an opportunity to take time to 
stop and think about your life and 
your relationship to God. Those 
attending listen to talks given by 
priests and laity. They also share the 
Eucharist and pray together. The 
men’s weekend is March 2-5. The 
women’s weekend is March 16-19. 
Contact Jim Hopfauf at 527-0143 
or Kathy Dosch at 527-3221 for 
questions or an application.

■ Friday fi sh fry at Corpus Christi
There will be a fi sh fry every Friday 
during Lent at the Church of Corpus 
Christi in Bismarck beginning 
March 3. The meal is served from 
5 to 7 p.m. and features baked 
and fried fi sh, French fries, fried 
shrimp, noodles, applesauce, 
coleslaw, bread, coff ee, lemonade, 
milk, and homemade desserts. All 
proceeds from the fi sh fry events 
support youth participating in the 
Steubenville Youth Conference, 
youth retreats, and other youth 
ministry events. Prices are $9 for 
adults, $5 for children, $30 for a 
family.

■ Lenten retreat at Ascension 
March 5
Church of the Ascension in Bismarck 
is off ering a parish Lenten retreat 
entitled Rome Beneath the Surface 
presented by Omar Gutiérrez 
on Sunday, March 5 from 3-4:30 

p.m. Unfolding like a mystery tale, 
Omar will take you back in time 
and reveal the glory and wonder 
of our Catholic faith. Hear about 
the discovery of the catacombs, 
and the fi nding of the bones 
of St. Peter. Omar is the Special 
Assistant to Archbishop George 
Lucas and the Manager for the 
Offi  ce of Missions & Justice at the 
Archdiocese of Omaha. A meal 
of meatballs, mashed potatoes, 
salad and dessert is provided 
afterwards. A free will off ering will 
be taken. Free childcare will also be 
provided. Church of the Ascension 
is located at 1825 S. 3rd St., 
Bismarck. Contact the parish offi  ce 
for more information at 223-3606.

■ Lenten Taizé Prayer Service 
March 8
Everyone is welcome to come 
and embrace the spirit of Lent 
by participating in an hour 
of contemplative prayer on 
Wednesday, March 8 at 7 p.m. 
at Church of Corpus Christi in 
Bismarck. This ecumenical service 
includes communal singing, 
scripture reading and quiet times 
of private prayer. As part of this 
service, everyone lights a candle 
and places it in a bowl of sand. 
The light will remain burning 
throughout the service as a symbol 
of your special prayer intention. 
Contact Jennifer Braun at 255-
4600 or email Jennifer.Braun@
corpuschristibismarck.com with any 
questions.

■ Lenten retreat at St. Anne 
March 11
Father Russ Kovash, pastor of St. 
Joseph in Williston, is the guest 
speaker at a simple Lenten retreat 
for women on Saturday, March 
11 at the Church of St. Anne in 
Bismarck. He will present “Gratitude, 
the Virtue that Changes Us. ” The 
event runs from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 
includes Mass, breakfast and lunch, 
two talks, shopping, a large free 
table, silent auction, confession, and 
Eucharistic adoration. Registration 

begins at 7:15 a.m. Early registration 
by or before March 5 is $25 or $30 
after that date. Student rate is 
$15. For information, call Meikel 
Englehard 391-2805, or Theresa 
Waltz 222-2752, or Patti Armstrong 
471-9633. 

■ Women’s Conference in Fargo 
March 11 
The Diocese of Fargo is hosting the 
“REDEEMED” Women’s Conference 
on Saturday, March 11, at the Fargo 
Holiday Inn. Keynoters include: 
Colleen Carroll Campbell, author 
of her spiritual memoir My Sisters 
the Saints, former presidential 
speech-writer, and founding anchor 
for ETWN Nightly News; Sister 
Mary Elizabeth, SV, Vicar General 
of the Sisters of Life; as well as 
Eric Genuis, world-class virtuoso 
pianist and composer. There will 
be time for confession, adoration 
and Mass with Bishop Folda. Early 
registration fee is $25; after Feb. 19, 
the fee is $35. Young women ages 
14–17 attending with an adult are 
free. Register early to secure your 
seat. There is no charge for women 
religious. Lunch is included. For 
more information, or to register 
online at www.fargodiocese.org/
redeemedwoman  or call Jennie 
Korsmo at 701-356-7901.

■ FirstChoice Clinic banquets 
March 13-14
FirstChoice Clinics, with locations 
in Bismarck, Fargo, and Devils 
Lake, will be holding their annual 
fundraising banquets on March 13 
in Fargo and March 14 in Bismarck. 
The Bismarck event will be held at 
the Ramkota Hotel beginning at 
7 p.m. The events feature keynote 
speaker Kirk Walden. He’s the 
author of “The Wall,” a book that 
continues to energize and motivate 
the pro-life community with a 
surprising perspective that the end 
of abortion as we know it could be 
less than a decade away. For more 
information, contact Mona at 237-
5902 or Shelle at 751-4576.

■  Vocations Jamboree 
March 24-25
George Weigel, biographer of St. 
John Paul II and Distinguished 
Senior Fellow of the Ethics and 
Public Policy Center, will off er the 
keynote address and receive the 
Lumen Vitae Medal at the University 
of Mary’s 2017 Vocations Jamboree, 
March 24-25. The Vocations Expo, 
which will showcase a wide 
range of religious orders and 
communities from across the 
nation, will meet at the University 
of Mary’s main  ampus in Bismarck 
For more information, including 
registration, visit www.umary.edu/
vocjamcontact or Ed Konieczka, 
assistant director of the Saint John 
Paul II Center for University Ministry, 
at vocjam@umary.edu or 
701-355-8102.

■  Men’s Lenten retreat in 
Williston April 1
St. Joseph’s in Williston is hosting a 
Lenten men’s retreat on Saturday, 
April 1 from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Guest 
speaker is Jerome Richter, Vice 
President of Public Aff airs at the 
University of Mary. He will give 
three talks on the Passion of Christ, 
virtue and the basics of prayer. Cost 
is $20 which includes breakfast and 
lunch. Register online at stjparish.
com or call the parish offi  ce at 701-
572-6731. 

■ Women’s retreat in Stanley 
April 22
Queen of the Most Holy Rosary in 
Stanley parish is hosting a women’s 
retreat entitled “Ordinary Lives, 
Extraordinary Mission” on Saturday, 
April 22 from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m. Featured guests are author 
John Wood and musician Rachael 
Ann. Registration fee is $20 and 
due by April 8. Mail your contact 
information and fee to Queen of the 
Most Holy Rosary, Women’s Retreat, 
PO Box 159, Stanley, ND 58784. For 
more information, contact Elonda 
Davidson at 629-1778 or Elonda.
Davidson@k12.nd.us.



MARCH  2017  Dakota Catholic Action | 15
Featured Columnists

Balancing Church & State
CHRISTOPHER DODSON

Stay informed of legislative session activity
The 2017 North Dakota 

legislative session is in high 
gear. Legislators work at a fast 
pace.  By the time you read this 
column, much will have changed. 
Remember, if you want more up-
to-date information follow the 
conference’s Facebook page and 
watch the conference’s website, 
ndcatholic.org.

Legislators introduced a little 
over 800 bills and resolutions 
this year. This is much lower 
than most previous sessions. The 
North Dakota Catholic Conference 
is tracking about 150 of them, 
though most are bills that have 
no impact on concerns for the 
Church. They must be monitored 
in case they are amended in a way 
that would cause concern.  

This number is also lower 
than in recent sessions. What is 
also unusual about this session 
is that the Catholic Conference is 
opposing more bills than usual. 
Various explanations for this could 
exist. We have fi guratively “hit 
a wall” with pro-life legislation, 
unless we see changes in the U.S. 
Supreme Court. Also, with the 
state’s fi scal crisis this session, 
legislators have hesitated to 
propose new programs that 
might help the poor and the 
marginalized—something always 
a priority for the Church. It might 
also have something to do with 
the type of bills introduced this 
session. Legislators seem to agree; 
they are defeating bills at an 

unusually high rate.
Although much is still 

happening, we can report on 
some legislation that has been 
completely or mostly resolved. 

HB 1319 would have forced the 
identifi cation of birth mothers who 
asked for confi dentiality when they 
chose adoption for their child. The 
North Dakota Catholic Conference 
along with adoption agencies and 
pro-life groups opposed the bill. 
The House defeated it with a 10-
80 vote.

HB 1386 would have created 
special legal protection for sexual 
orientation and gender identity. 
The Catholic Conference reiterated 
that the Catholic Church affi rms 
the dignity of every human life 
and rejects unjust discrimination, 
but that this bill undermined the 
common good while threatening 
religious freedom. The House 
rejected the bill 22-69, with three 
absent.

HB 1383 was an anti-loitering 
bill the conference concluded 
could be used against peaceful 
pro-life witnesses, sidewalk 
counselors, homeless persons, 
and religious minorities. The 
conference testifi ed against the 
bill. The House killed the bill 11 to 
79.

SB 2279 would have subjected 
poor families to drug testing 
and treatment as a condition for 
receiving economic assistance. 
The Catholic Conference testifi ed 
against the bill. It was later 

amended to make to make it less 
punitive and only require testing 
if it was part of a jobs program. 
Nevertheless, the Senate rejected 
the bill by a 20-26 vote.  

SB 2315 would have allowed the 
use of deadly force to protect harm 
to property, if an alleged criminal 
was fl eeing a scene, and even when 
a person could avoid using deadly 
force. The North Dakota Catholic 
Conference testifi ed against the 
bill. The Senate defeated the bill 4 
to 42.

HB 1294 would have allowed 
alkaline hydrolysis for the 
disposal of human remains. 
Alkaline hydrolysis reduces the 
human body to bone ash and 
a liquid substance through a 
chemical reaction. While the 
bone ashes might be returned to 
the decedent’s family, the liquid 
substance that is produced in the 
process, which can amount to 300 
gallons, is usually fl ushed into the 
public waste system. The Catholic 
Conference testifi ed against 
the bill, and the House Human 
Services Committee removed the 
objectionable part from the bill.

SB 2201 would have dictated 
that private religious universities 
allow certain “free speech” in 
university publications, even it 
violates the university’s policies 
and religious tenets. The Catholic 
Conference testifi ed against the 
bill, and the Senate Committee 
removed those parts of the bill.

HB 1273 mandates that 

churches 
allow guns 
inside the 
church 
unless it posts a “No Guns” sign 
at every entrance. The Catholic 
Conference testifi ed against the 
bill. The committee is working 
on amendments to address the 
concerns.

HB 1427 would have allowed 
state and local governments to 
collect information on refugees 
and halt refugee resettlement. 
The North Dakota Catholic 
Conference testifi ed against the 
bill, but offered an amendment 
to turn the matter into an interim 
study. The committee accepted the 
amendment and turned the bill 
into a study and gave it a “do pass” 
recommendation.  

HB 1163 repeals the Sunday 
morning closing law. The Catholic 
Conference testifi ed against this 
bill. The House initially defeated 
the bill 44 to 50. However, the 
next day, the House reversed itself 
and passed the bill 48 to 46. The 
bill now goes to the Senate.

Testimony on these and other 
bills are on the North Dakota 
Catholic Conference website. Stay 
informed through the conference’s 
Facebook page and its website at 
ndcatholic.org.

■ Dodson serves as executive director of the 
N.D. Catholic Conference, the offi  cial liaison 
for the dioceses of Fargo and Bismarck in 
matters of public policy.

A number of years ago, I 
participated in a debate at 
Harvard on embryonic stem cell 
research which also included a 
Jewish rabbi, an Episcopalian 
clergyman, and a Muslim imam. 
The debate went smoothly and 
cordially, although I was the 
only voice in the group who 
defended the human rights of 
individuals who happen still to 
be embryos. After the debate, 
the Episcopalian clergyman 
pulled me aside and told me 
how he thought Catholics should 
consider themselves fortunate 
to have such an authoritative 
reference point in the Church and 
the Vatican, particularly when it 
comes to resolving new bioethical 
questions. With surprising candor, 
he shared how he had sat on 
various committees with others 
from his own faith tradition where 
they had tried to sort through the 
ethics of embryonic stem cells, and 
he lamented, “we just ended up 
discussing feelings and opinions, 
without any good way to arrive at 
conclusions.”

Many people, indeed, appreciate 
that the Catholic Church holds 
fi rm and well-defi ned positions 
on moral questions, even if they 
may remain unsure about how or 
why the Church actually arrives at 
those positions, especially when it 
comes to unpacking new scientifi c 
developments like embryonic stem 
cell research. 

So how does the Church arrive 
at its positions on bioethics? For 
one thing, it takes its time, and 
doesn’t jump to conclusions even 

in the face of media pressure for 
quick sound bites and rapid-fi re 
news stories. 

I once had a discussion with a 
journalist for a major newspaper 
about the ethics of human-animal 
chimeras. He mentioned that 
a leading researcher working 
on chimeras had met the pope 
and afterwards implied that the 
pope had given his blessing to 
the project. I reminded him that 
it’s quite common for the pope 
to offer general encouragement 
and blessings to those he meets, 
though that wouldn’t be the same 
thing as sanctioning new and 
morally controversial techniques 
in the biosciences. As a rule, the 
Catholic Church does not address 
important bioethical questions 
that way, through chance 
encounters with the pope as you 
are strolling through the hallways 
of the Vatican.

Instead, the Church may 
refl ect for months, years, 
or even decades, to identify 
important considerations and 
guiding principles when new 
moral dilemmas arise in the 
biosciences. Even with this slow 
and deliberative process, I think 
it’s fair to say that the Church 
generally stays ahead of the curve. 
By the time of the successful 
cloning of Dolly the sheep in 1996, 
for example, the Catholic Church 
had already been refl ecting on 
the question of human cloning 
for many years, and concluded, 
nine years prior to Dolly, that 
human cloning would be morally 
unacceptable in an important 

document called Donum Vitae (On 
the Gift of Life). 

This same document also 
identifi ed key moral problems 
with doing human embryonic stem 
cell research 11 years before it 
was even possible to destructively 
obtain those cells from human 
embryos. When the fi rst test 
tube baby was born in 1978, the 
serious moral concerns raised 
by the procedure had already 
been spelled out 22 years earlier, 
by Pope Pius XII, in his 1956 
Allocution to the Second World 
Congress on Fertility and Human 
Sterility wherein he concluded: 
“As regards experiments of human 
artifi cial fecundation ‘in vitro,’ let 
it be suffi cient to observe that they 
must be rejected as immoral and 
absolutely unlawful.” 

Whenever defi nitive 
conclusions about medical ethics 
are reached or otherwise clarifi ed 
by the Church, they are normally 
promulgated through offi cial 
Church documents, like papal 
encyclicals and addresses, or, 
with the approval of the pope, 
documents and commentaries 
from the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith (CDF 
— the Vatican offi ce responsible 
for preserving and interpreting 
Catholic doctrine), or other 
congregations, councils or 
dicasteries of the Church.  

Even today, certain bioethical 
controversies remain under active 
discussion within the Church, such 
as the question of whether it would 
be allowable to “adopt” abandoned 
frozen embryos by implanting and 

gestating 
them in 
volunteer 
mothers. 
While a 2007 CDF document 
expressed some reservations and 
concerns about the proposal, 
debate continues inside and 
outside the Vatican.

New medical discoveries and 
technological developments 
challenge us to careful moral 
refl ection and discernment. 
These scientifi c developments 
can either be an opportunity for 
genuine human advancement or 
can lead to activities and policies 
that undermine human dignity. 
The U.S. Bishops in a recent 
document summed it up this way: 
“In consultation with medical 
professionals, church leaders 
review these developments, judge 
them according to the principles 
of right reason and the ultimate 
standard of revealed truth, and 
offer authoritative teaching and 
guidance about the moral and 
pastoral responsibilities entailed 
by the Christian faith. While the 
Church cannot furnish a ready 
answer to every moral dilemma, 
there are many questions about 
which she provides normative 
guidance and direction.”

■ Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. earned his 
doctorate in neuroscience from Yale and did 
post-doctoral work at Harvard. He is a priest 
of the diocese of Fall River, MA, and serves 
as the Director of Education at The National 
Catholic Bioethics Center in Philadelphia. See 
www.ncbcenter.org. 

FR. TAD PACHOLCZYK

Making Sense out of Bioethics
How does the Church resolve new bioethical questions?
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Mike Klabo
Strasburg

701-580-9036
michael.klabo@kofc.org

Mike Vetter
Minot

701-837-0135
michael.vetter@kofc.org

Don Willey, FIC
Bismarck

701-202-9089
don.willey@kofc.org

Pat Dolan, FICF
General Agent, Fargo

(701) 298-9922
patrick.dolan@kofc.org

Frank Greff, FICF, LUTCF
Dickinson

701-483-8839
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Aaron Mahlmann, FIC, LUTCF
Bismarck

701-222-2755 
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P ROT E C T WH AT MAT TE R S MO S T
YOU R LI F E .  YOU R FA M I LY.  YO U R FU TU R E .

Gen_Columbia_June 2015, Exp. 7/15/2017

L IFE  INSURANCE  D ISAB IL ITY  INSURANCE   

LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE RET IREMENT ANNUIT IES

African

Appeal

March 4-5, 2017
Diocese of Bismarck

“Offering Help,
Creating Hope,
Changing Lives” Municipal Country 

Club, Bismarck

This is a night where mothers, aunts, grandmothers will let the special 
“knights” in their lives (ages 4 & up) treat them to dinner and dancing.
Guests are encouraged to dress up in medieval costumes for the event. 

$50 per Mother/Son couple - $10 each additional Son
Register at bismarckdiocese.com/knight
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