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Conference is Sept. 23

Photo by Deacon Joe Krupinsky
The newly ordained Fr. Greg Luger and Fr. Jordan Dosch (background) give their first blessing as a priest to Bishop Kagan
during their ordination Mass held May 31 at the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit.

Two new priests ordained
The sacred order of the priesthood gained
two more brothers on May 31 as Fr. Greg Luger
and Fr. Jordan Dosch were ordained at the
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit.
The faithful packed the main sanctuary to
watch the two Bismarck natives as Bishop
Kagan extended his hands over the men
permanently changing their souls, drawing
them into the most intimate union any man can
enjoy with Christ.
Both men celebrated their first Masses
on June 1, Fr. Luger at the Church of the

Ascension and Fr. Dosch at the Cathedral of
the Holy Spirit. Father Greg, son of Mike and
Julie Luger, has been appointed the parochial
vicar for Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, Bismarck
and part-time religion instructor for St. Mary’s
Central High School. Father Jordan, son of
Vern and Lynne Dosch, is chaplain for Trinity
Catholic Schools, Dickinson and parochial vicar
for St. Wenceslaus, Dickinson.
For a photo recap of the 2017 priestly
ordination, see pages 8 and 9.

Gentlemen, mark your calendars for
the THIRST 2017 Men’s Conference
sponsored by the diocese and held at
the University of Mary on Saturday,
Sept. 23.
Plan to be present for engaging
presentations, Eucharistic adoration
and confessions, a Vigil Mass with
Bishop Kagan, and, of course, a time of
fraternity and support with other men
of faith from throughout the diocese
and beyond.
Featured speakers are Tim Staples
of Catholic Answers and Msgr. Tom
Richter, Rector of the Cathedral of
the Holy Spirit, Bismarck. The event
will conclude with Mass with Bishop
Kagan.
Staples, who will offer two keynote
addresses in the morning of the
conference, was raised in a Southern
Baptist home in Virginia and later
became a Youth Minister in an
Assembly of God community. He
converted to the Catholic Faith in 1988
and is now Director of Apologetics and
Evangelization for Catholic Answers.
Tim is married with seven children.
Monsignor Richter, scheduled to
deliver the afternoon keynote address,
has been the Rector of the Cathedral
of the Holy Spirit since 2012. Prior
to being assigned as the Rector of the
Cathedral, Msgr. Richter served as
Director of Vocations for the Diocese
of Bismarck for 11 years.
This special event happens only
once every three years. In 2014,
more than 700 men attended. The
Conference is free to attend, but
registration is required, for meal count
purposes. Find more information and
register at www.bismarckdiocese.com/
thirst2017.
Continued on page 3

A LOOK INSIDE

Big Smoke fundraiser

Town & Country Celebration

The Serra Club sponsored a cooking
competition in Minot to raise funds for
vocations .................................PAGE 6

Photos of the annual Town & Country
event on the Miller farm near
Mott ......................................PAGE 11
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Bishop David D. Kagan

Celebration of beautiful feasts in August
FROM THE BISHOP

Bishop David D. Kagan

T

his month of August offers
us some very beautiful
feasts which we celebrate
annually and I would like to review
just three of these feasts.
The Feast of the Transfiguration
of the Lord falls this year on
Sunday, Aug. 6 and as such this
feast is celebrated instead of the
usual Sunday in Ordinary Time.
We find the accounts of the Lord’s
Transfiguration in Matthew 17: 1-

8, Mark 9: 2-8 and Luke 9: 28-36.
The second feast of this month
is the Solemnity of the Assumption
of the Blessed Virgin Mary which
falls on Tuesday, Aug. 15 and it
is a Holy Day of Obligation for
all baptized Catholics who have
achieved the age of reason, that is,
seven years of age.
The Assumption was defined
as a dogma of our Catholic Faith
by Pope Pius XII in 1950 and, as
such, we are required to believe
this doctrine as Catholics. While
this truth of our Faith was defined
as an infallible truth in 1950, the
Catholic Church had believed this
from Apostolic times and has been
and continues to celebrate this
truth liturgically. The Catechism of
the Catholic Church best describes
this infallible truth and why we
celebrate it with such devotion.
“‘Finally the Immaculate Virgin,
preserved free from all stain of
original sin, when the course
of her earthly life was finished,
was taken up body and soul into
heavenly glory, and exalted by
the Lord as Queen over all things,
so that she might be the more
fully conformed to her Son, the
Lord of lords and conqueror of
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Staff photo
Bishop Kagan leads the crowd in prayer before players depart the clubhouse at the start
of the 3rd Annual Seminarian Fundraiser Golf Tournament held July 17 in Mandan.
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sin and death’. The Assumption
of the Blessed Virgin is a singular
participation in her Son’s
Resurrection and an anticipation
of the resurrection of other
Christians.” (CCC, 966)
What Our Blessed Lady
received at the moment of her
earthly death, perfect and eternal
happiness in heaven in her body
and soul, we hope, pray and strive
for the same in our own earthly
lives. She is our best example
of holiness and she is our best
intercessor with her Son for us.
The third feast of the month is
The Passion of St. John the Baptist
which falls on Tuesday, Aug. 29.
While the feast is not a Holy Day, I
urge you, if possible, to participate
at Mass that day. St. John the
Baptist is the bridge between the
Old and New Testaments, he is the
last of the Old Testament prophets
and he is the divinely chosen
Precursor of the Savior whose
vocation it was to identify the
promised Savior and to prepare a
people fit for Him. So committed
was John to his vocation that he
died a martyr’s death for the sake
of the truth about the need to
repent and turn away from sin.
Who better for us to listen to daily
when we are tempted to sin? St.
John the Baptist is our constant
reminder of why we have the
chance for heaven and Who has
given this eternal gift to us.
Finally, by the end of August
our Catholic schools will have
resumed and I wish to thank all
of our parents for entrusting to us
your children to be further taught
the truths of our precious Faith
and all those necessary and secular
subjects they will need to be good,
holy and productive citizens. I
thank all our school teachers,
administrators and support staff
for your continued devotion
and dedication to this essential
apostolate of our Church. May God
bless all of you during this new
school year.

BISHOP’S
SCHEDULE
AUGUST 2017
Aug. 4

• Serra Club Mass and
Dinner for Summer
Gathering, Church of
Spirit of Life, Mandan,
5:30 p.m.

Aug. 5

• Home on the Range
Annual Champions
Ride, Home on the
Range, 1 p.m. MT

Aug. 8

• Real Presence Radio
interview, 9 a.m.
• Seminarian Summer
Gathering, Lake Isabel

Aug. 13

• Installation Mass of
Father Gary Benz,
Church of St. Mary,
New England,
10:30 a.m. MT

Aug. 17

• All-staff Mass, Bishop’s
residence chapel,
8 a.m.
• Directors’ Staff
Meeting, Center for
Pastoral Ministry,
9:15 a.m.

Aug. 20

• Installation Mass of
Father Paul Eberle,
Church of St. Charles,
Bowman, 10 a.m. MT

Aug. 22

• Presbyteral Council
Meeting, Chancery,
10 a.m.
• Annual Mass
for Catholic
Homeschoolers,
Cathedral of the Holy
Spirit, Bismarck, 5 p.m.

Aug. 24-26 • Region VIII Provincial
Bishops’ Meeting,
Alexandria, MN
Aug. 28-31 • Fall Clergy
Conference, Medora

SOCIAL MEDIA
Follow the Diocese on Twitter @BisDiocese
and follow Bishop Kagan @VescovoDDK
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THIRST Men’s Conference
Continued from page 1

More about the speakers
Tim Staples was a fallenaway Southern Baptist who
as a teen came back to faith in
Christ through
the witness of
televangelists.
During his
four-year tour
with the U.S.
Marine Corps, he
became friends
with a Marine
well-versed in his Tim Staples
Catholic Faith
who challenged Tim to study
Catholicism from Catholic and
historical sources. That sparked
a two-year search for the truth.
Immediately after his tour of
duty, he was determined to prove
Catholicism wrong. Instead, he
studied his way to the last place
he thought he would ever end
up— converting to the Catholic
Faith and entering seminary for
the priesthood. Realizing that
his calling was not to be a priest,
Tim left the seminary in 1994
and has been working in Catholic
apologetics and evangelization
ever since. He is now Director of
Apologetics and Evangelization
for Catholic Answers, one of
the nation’s largest lay-run
apostolates.
Staples will offer two keynote
addresses during the morning of

the men’s conference. His first
talk, entitled “God Is Looking for
a Few Good Men,” Tim teaches on
the sacrament of marriage from
the perspective of the husband
and his special call to headship
and service. He challenges men
to lead their families in ways
that will strengthen the Church
and the culture through faithful
service. In his second keynote,
“Catholics and the Culture War,”
Tim challenges Catholics to
understand our responsibility
to effect change in the culture in
which we live without the culture
changing us.
In the afternoon, Msgr. Tom
Richter will address the crowd
with his keynote
message
“Winning Souls
for Christ: It
Was Never
Meant to Be
Complicated.”
He claims that
evangelization
Msgr. Richter
is not an
option. To be a disciple of Jesus,
to be a friend of Jesus, one
must evangelize. Jesus gives
this mission to his friends. First
and foremost, it is His mission
to laymen —not to priests and
nuns—to bring Him to the
marketplace, beyond the parish
walls, beyond the monastery,
beyond the convent.

Tentative schedule
7:30 a.m. Registration/Light Breakfast/Confessions
8:30 a.m. “Into the Breach” – video presentation
8:45 a.m. Welcome – Fr. Robert Shea
8:50 a.m. Emcee Remarks – Fr. Brian Gross
9:00 a.m. Intro to the Liturgy of the Hours – Fr. Nick Schneider
9:10 a.m. Morning Prayer
9:30 a.m. Keynote: Tim Staples
10:40 a.m. Keynote: Tim Staples
11:40 a.m. Eucharistic Exposition/Daytime Prayer
Noon-2 p.m. Lunch/Confessions/Eucharistic Adoration
1:40 p.m. Rosary
2:00 p.m. Eucharistic Benediction/Reposition
2:30 p.m. Keynote: Msgr. Tom Richter, Rector of the Cathedral of
the Holy Spirit
4:00 p.m. Sunday Vigil with Bishop Kagan

Photo by Deacon Joe Krupinsky
St. Gabriel’s Community, a senior-housing facility in Bismarck, recently held a public
open house featuring their 150,000 square-foot, $25 million expansion. Part of the
celebration was the blessing of their new chapel with Bishop Kagan. A focal point of
the new chapel is a stunning crucifix made by the renowned Demetz Art Studio in
Ortisei, Italy.

Christian Music Recording Artist

MATT MAHER
IN CO N C E R T
Saturday August 12th | 7 PM | Scheels Arena Fargo, ND

with special guests

Sonar

Jamison Strain
Tickets available exclusively through
tickets300.com or at the
Scheels Arena box office

Sponsored by the Diocese of Fargo

Special rates available to groups of
8 or more, use promo code: grace
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A priceless Catholic education
Schools offering tuition assistance to make it affordable
By Patti Armstrong
With another school session
upon us, you might be considering
sending your child to Catholic
school. Or, perhaps you’ve already
thought of it, but dismissed it as
out of your reach for financial
reasons.
The students attending Catholic
schools in the Bismarck Diocese,
not only receive a good Catholic
education, but are formed to
be successful in all areas of life,
according to Fr. Justin Waltz. He
is the Pastor of St. Leo’s Church in
Minot, school board member for
Bishop Ryan Catholic Schools and
delegate of the Bishop for Catholic
Education.
Although Catholic education is
priceless in terms of the rewards,
sometimes the price tag is given
as the reason parents don’t send
their kids. Yet, money should
never be a reason, Fr. Waltz said.
He explained that one of the first
new laws established last year at
the Bismarck Diocese Synod on
Catholic Education is that no child
can be denied a Catholic education
based on financial circumstance.
Looking for funding sources
is an ongoing issue, but Fr.
Waltz said that every parish in
the diocese supports furthering
Catholic education including
financially to keep tuition as low as
possible. “The product we have in
our Catholic schools is second to
none,” he said. “We want to make
sure that no child is unable to be
in the system. It’s about furthering
the Gospel.”

Making tuition feasible
Michael Weisbeck, Director
of Finance and Operations at
Light of Christ Catholic Schools
in Bismarck, which includes one
high school, three grade schools,
and one middle school, explained
that when all the Bismarck schools
came together in 2012, one of the
founding principles was that no
student would be turned away due
to space or finances.
When parents enroll, they can
also apply for tuition assistance.
Providing tax documents is part of
the process, but numbers don’t tell
the whole story. “We also take into
account things like debt payments
and medical issues or a death in
the family, reduced hours at work,
and number of family members,”
Weisbeck said. He added that
it’s often possible to work out
an agreement with payments
increasing over time as families
gain a better financial footing if
existing debt is a concern.

File photo

Trinity High School students sang in the choir during the opening of the new chapel this winter.

The process is confidential so
that principals and teachers have
no idea which students receive
financial help. “Regardless of your
financial situation, we will make it
work,” Weisbeck said. “Our goals
have to be the same, to educate
and form the student in accord
with their Catholic faith. It is a
partnership between the school
and the family, with sacrifices on
both sides.”

Hand up not a hand out
In the recent past, $50,000 was
written off as uncollectable in
just one year for the high
school compared to less
than $24,000 deemed
uncollectible for the whole system
last year. “We’d much rather
give financial aid than write off
tuition,” Weisbeck said. “Families
should feel good about being
responsible and fulfilling their
tuition commitment.”
He pointed out that at times,
circumstances change during the
year either for the better or worse.
“We’ve had families tell us, ‘our
situation has changed so we are
going to give some of it back,’”
Weisbeck said. During difficult
times, when a family’s situation
causes tuition to be a problem, he
said the school should be a source
of stability for them.
“The hardest part for us,”
he said, “is when parents don’t
communicate if there is a problem
with payment. When we call about
tuition, we simply want to know
what will work best for them.”
This year, Light of Christ will
give out over $400,000 in tuition

File photo
St. Mary’s Central High Schools students brought forth the gifts during last year’s Catholic
Schools Mass at Cathedral of the Holy Spirit.

assistance. “It’s not a hand out; it’s
a hand up,” Weisbeck said.
Tina Johnson, the business
manager for Dickinson’s Trinity
Catholic Schools (two grade
schools, one junior high, one
high school) shared the same
philosophy, seeing parents in
partnership for making Catholic
education work.
“Our fear is people will not ask
for help out of embarrassment,”
she said. “We’ve always been
able to give some kind of help to
everyone who has applied.”
Johnson is an alumnus of
Trinity, and has a third-grade son
attending now. “Anyone unsure
of the value of Catholic education
should attend an elementary
Mass,” she said. “It’s amazing
how quiet they are and how they
pay attention, it would be hard
to say it’s not worth it. We will
do everything we can to make it
affordable.”

Personal testimony
One mother, who wished to
remain anonymous, stayed home
to care for her younger ones, but
she and her husband wanted their
children to attend Catholic school.
They initially sat down with St.
Anne’s principal, Cori Hilzendeger
and then pastor, Fr. Ed Wehner
(now deceased) who made them
feel very welcomed. They were
told, “You and your children will
bring value to our school.”

st

61

When the system switched over
to Light of Christ, they again felt
welcomed. She said it is critical
for Catholic schools to support
big families in this way. “Families
should not feel penalized because
they have been open to God’s
children, and then later find that
Catholic Schools are out of their
reach because of the number of
children they have.”
This mother expressed “great
gratitude for God’s provision”
which allows their children
“through the whole of their day, to
be reminded of their purpose here
on earth, to know, love, and serve
God.”
Their family tuition amount
is sacrificial for them, but not
unmanageable. “Just as it should
be,” she said.
Her advice to other families who
think Catholic education is out
of their financial reach is to talk
to the school’s financial advisors.
“Promoting and supporting our
Catholic Schools is a tangible and
constructive way we can invest in
forming good Christian citizens to
influence the world around them,”
she said.
Parents are advised to call
the appropriate business
manager to work out details and
arrangements. Every dollar of
tuition assistance given out needs
to be raised, so public donations
are always welcome.

Home on the Range

al Champions Ride Saddle Bronc Match
Annu
Saturday, August 5, 2017
Sentinel Butte, ND
1:00PM (MDT)

Calcutta &
Sponsor
Reception
August 4th
5:30pm @
ND Cowboy
Hall of
Fame in
Medora

~Admission
Charged at Gate
~Buses Welcome
~Concessions
Available
Limited
bleacher seating
but plenty of
hillside seating!
Handicapped
accessible

Exit #7 on
I-94
16 miles west
of Medora

For more info or tickets call
701-872--3745 or
www.hotrnd.com
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Ways to support a seminarian
By Patti Armstrong
We pray for vocations to the
priesthood and rejoice over each
new seminarian, but is there
more we can do to support our
seminarians?
After celebrating the ordination
of two men to the holy priesthood
on May 31, the diocese is richly
blessed to have many more men
continue on the journey to their
vocation. According to Fr. Josh
Waltz, the vocation director for
the diocese, right now there are 27
seminarians.
“It’s a blessing to have so
many seminarians willing to
give their lives for Christ, but
with that comes a great financial
responsibility. It is something that
only lay faithful can provide.”
The new seminarians are
responsible for their first college
degree and then the diocese pays
the expense for major seminary.
“Even though our guys get a lot of
scholarships,” he said, “it’s difficult
for some but we do what we can
to work with them on it.” Then,
once they enter major seminary,
the cost for the diocese is around
$34,000 a year for four years,
Father Waltz explained.
A large portion of the annual
God’s Share Appeal goes toward
the support of seminarian
education and formation. But,
there are several other ways the
people of the diocese can aid in a
man’s journey to the priesthood.
Donations to the seminarian
fund are always appreciated and
needed, Fr. Waltz said. People can
designate where they want their
donation to go, such as retreats
and travel or to help with minor
seminary scholarships, but it can’t
be earmarked for a particular
person. “A donation can be made
privately to a specific individual
but there is not a tax deduction
when it’s done that way,” Fr. Waltz
said.

Scholarship endowment fund
The diocese also has a Seminary
Scholarship Endowment Fund
with the Catholic Foundation
to assist seminarians with their
education both now and in the
future. It is currently just over $7
million and distributions available
are about $292,000. For the
seminarian fund to sustain the
education needs of our current
and future seminarians, Fr. Waltz
said that the ideal amount of the
fund would be over $20 million.
“An unusual way that people
can support seminarians is
through estate giving,” he said.
“People can give a portion of
their estate to vocations in their
will. They could give anything
from money to land or a family
heirloom.”
Fundraising events
Father Waltz also encouraged
people to think creatively to
raise money for seminarians.
For instance, this past July was
the third annual Seminarian
Scholarship Golf Tournament
Fundraiser at Prairie West in
Mandan. People contribute by
registering as a team, sponsoring a
priest or seminarian, or donating

prizes.
And, in Minot, the Serra Club
of North Central North Dakota,
together with Fr. Adam Maus and
Fr. Justin Waltz, raised money
in July by holding “The Big
Smoke,” a barbecue dinner, with
entertainment and home-brewed
beer (see recap story on page 6).
The Serra Clubs in Bismarck
and Minot are part of Serra
International, which brings
lay people together to support
and promote vocations to the
priesthood and religious life. Serra
USA began in 1935 in Seattle and
was named for St. Junipero Serra,
a Spanish Franciscan missionary
priest of the 18th century in the
western United States.
Al Wolf, Serra’s District
Governor for the Bismarck and
Fargo Dioceses, has belonged to
Serra for over 50 years. In May, he
received The Face of Serra award
for 2017 from the USA Council
of Serra International for his
outstanding service, supporting
existing Serra clubs and
developing new ones including in
Minnesota and South Dakota.
Wolf points to his appreciation
of those in vocations and his desire
to encourage others to do the same
as the reason for his dedication.
“We have to create a spirit of
support and prayer,” he said.
“Let priests and deacons know
that you appreciate what they are
doing and let others know. They
bring us the sacraments which
are so important for our life and
salvation.” Wolf pointed out
that the support should begin in
families by creating an atmosphere
of appreciation through example
and prayer.
The Bismarck Serra Club raises
around $20,000 every September
with their pancake breakfast which
goes to the vocation director to
help pay for expenses.
Other groups and organizations
such as the Knights of Columbus
councils from various parishes
also hold events and fundraisers
in support of seminarians and
vocations. Last month, the Belfield
Knights of Columbus Council
6310 held their “Seminarian
Getaway: Unload and Unwind”
event to express appreciation and
encouragement to those studying
for the priesthood (see recap story
on page 7).

At ordination time
People often want to give a
gift at ordination, according to
Ian Rutherford, owner of the
online store Aquinas & More
Catholic Goods. “I get calls all
the time from people asking
what they should buy,” he said.
Although Aquinas & More has a
large selection of vestments and
Church goods, Rutherford said
he hesitates to make suggestions
since people have their own
personal preferences.
Priests in community usually
have everything provided for,
but a diocesan priest receives a
modest salary and will buy many
of his own things. Rutherford
recently started a registry for
priests and deacons, much like
a bridal registry to help avoid

Photo by Deacon Joe Krupinsky
Diocesan Vocations Director Fr. Josh Waltz (far right), beside his immediate predecessor
for vocations, Msgr. Tom Richter, takes part in the laying on of hands ceremony during the
ordination of Fr. Greg Luger and Fr. Jordan Dosch. Fathers Luger and Dosch were ordained
as priests for the diocese on May 31 at the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit.

getting something for a priest that
he doesn’t want or having him
needing to return duplicate gifts.
The wish list can include things
as a confessional stole, books,
vestments, a chalice, a traveling
Mass kit, and many other items.
The registry allows people to
contribute to items they can’t
afford in full, or it can act as a
pledge drive that is integrated on
social media.
Father Waltz agreed that it’s a
good idea to let priests select their
own personal items. “People try to
give really unique gifts, but it’s not

usually a good idea because priests
have their own personal tastes.”
“Money is always appreciated
too,” he said. “But when I got
ordained, one of the most
beautiful things for me was just
reading what people wrote in the
cards they gave me.”
So, whether monetary or in
prayer form, gifts to seminarians
and those newly ordained to the
holy priesthood can take on many
forms. There are many ways of
showing support to diocesan
seminarians past and present.

Guest Al Wolf visits with Father Jerry Kautzman

Caring for your mind,
body, and spirit


% Catholic services 4 times a week



% Ecumenical services weekly



% Weekly Rosary services



% Bible reﬂection



% On-site spiritual care director, Sister Debra Berry

Call 701-751-5678 today to arrange a visit.
INDEPENDENT AND ASSISTED LIVING | BASIC CARE
LONG-TERM SKILLED NURSING CARE
SHORT-TERM REHABILITATION | OUTPATIENT THERAPY
4580 Coleman Street | Bismarck, ND 58503 | www.stgabrielscommunity.org
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The Big Smoke was a big success
Serra Club holds fundraising event in Minot
By Grace Fisher
To members of the Serra Club
of North Central North Dakota,
it seemed like a great idea to help
fulfill their mission as supporters
of seminarians, women religious,
and others in religious formation:
sell a limited number of tickets
at $35 per person for a dinner
featuring five priests and a deacon
as cooks and smokers of meat in
competition with one another.
The idea was shaped into “The Big
Smoke.”
When it became a reality, club
president Michael Ruelle termed
the result a “fantastic success.”
The event was staged July 10 at St.
John the Apostle in Minot. About
300 people attended, including
priests, deacons, and seminarians
as guests.
Before dinner, Bishop Kagan
celebrated Mass with several
priests in con-celebration.
After Mass, guests circulated
through a social hour that featured
a silent auction and beverages. A
brass band, featuring Marcy and
John Witteman, Pat Schwan, and
Joseph Alme, all of Minot, and
Pat Connole, Mohall, provided
entertainment.
To add to the jovial event,
freshly-brewed beer was provided
by Fr. Justin Waltz, pastor of St.
Leo the Great in Minot. He was
also one of the priest competitors
in the cook-off. The others were
his brother, Fr. Joshua Waltz,
director of vocations for the
diocese; Fr. David Richter, pastor
of St. John the Apostle; Fr. Corey
Nelson, recently named pastor of
St. Thomas the Apostle in Tioga,
St. Michael in Ray, and St. James
in Powers Lake; Fr. Adam Maus,
pastor of churches at Mohall,
Lansford, and Sherwood; and
Deacon Charles Kramer of Minot.
The Big Smoke was the idea of
Fr. Maus, chaplain of the Serra
Club. In addition to smoking
ribs, Deacon Kramer provided
exotic appetizers such as smoked
pheasant, smoked frog legs, pork
belly, cornbread, and beans and
sausage.

Event brings camaraderie
“Those priests were really fired
up,” Ruelle said. “It was wonderful
to see them working together.”
Father Justin Waltz echoed
those comments noting, “This
creates unity among priests and
is a great opportunity for priests
and seminarians to hang out
together.” Observers could sense
this camaraderie as they moved
about, inside and outside, carving
meat and separating it into edible
portions to be served with other
food for the crowd.
The priest/deacon competitors
worked hard, cooking 120 racks of
baby back ribs, 60 pounds of beef
brisket, and 60 pounds of pulled
pork. Father Maus added a large
quantity of barbecue sauce to the
mix.
The competitors set up their
machinery under a tent just
outside the church. Fathers Maus
and Nelson brought their dogs
along for personal support. All the
competitors wore t-shirts with the

Photo by Michael J. Photography, Minot
“Smokers” and competitors at The Big Smoke were (l to r): Rev. Joshua Waltz, Deacon Charles Kramer, Rev. Justin Waltz, Rev. Adam Maus,
Rev. Corey Nelson, and Rev. David Richter.

Photo by Michael J. Photography, Minot
Judges for the competition were: Seminarians Jacob Magnuson, Gregory Crane and Brandon Wolf, Fr. Greg Luger, seminarians Grant
Dvorak, Mark Aune, and Dominic Bouck.

face of a pig imprinted on front
that Deacon Kramer provided.
Several sported weird, pink, piggy
hats. Before the night was over,
the beer and the brisket ran out.

Winner chosen
The final event of the evening
was the judging of the meat by
a group of seminarians and one
priest selected by Fr. Joshua
Waltz. Making up that group:
Rev. Greg Luger who was
recently ordained and is serving
at Cathedral of the Holy Spirit
in Bismarck, and seminarians
Jacob Magnuson, Brandon Wolf,
Gregory Crane, Mark Aune, Grant
Dvorak, and Dominic Bouck. As
they sampled and voted, none of
the judges knew whose ribs they
were eating.
Father Corey Nelson was
declared the winning “smoker,”
having received four votes, the
most any one contestant received;
other votes were scattered. None
were cast for Fathers Justin
and Joshua Waltz. The winner’s
prize of a traveling trophy was
presented to Fr. Nelson by Ruelle.
He gave the Waltz brothers a book
titled, “Grilling For Dummies.”
As the night ended, Fr. Joshua
Waltz expressed his gratitude for
the work of the Serra Club and
of the Knights of Columbus in
support of diocesan seminarians.
“We are breaking ground
in our diocese…I have a lot of
joy in my heart for what you
people are doing. It’s part of
what makes vocations happen.
I would estimate it costs about
a quarter of a million dollars to

Photo by Michael J. Photography, Minot
Father Corey Nelson, pastor of St. Thomas in Tioga, raised his arms in victory at “The Big
Smoke” competition. At right, holding the traveling trophy, is Michael Ruelle, president
of the Serra Club of North Central North Dakota, sponsor of the event to benefit
seminarians, women religious and others in religious formation in the Bismarck Diocese.

Photo by Michael J. Photography, Minot
Father Joshua Waltz, diocese vocations director, carries on in front of his fellow cooks and
others at “The Big Smoke” held in Minot July 10.

educate a priest. God is doing
something beautiful and amazing
in this diocese, and you people
are helping to spearhead what is
happening here.” He introduced
the 14 seminarians who came to
The Big Smoke. Currently, there
are 27 men in formation in the
diocese.

As this was written, Ruelle
estimated the event raised close to
$10,000, including $2,230 from
the silent auction. Thanks to the
event organizers’ time, effort, and
other resources to the success of
The Big Smoke, “My guess is we
will be back next year bigger and
better,” he said.
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Seminarian getaway offers fun and fellowship
By James Odermann
“It’s difficult to be generous
without a relationship with Jesus.”
Those were the words Bismarck
Diocese seminarian Jacob
Magnuson of Minot used to
summarize the 2017 Seminarian
Getaway: Unload and Unwind held
June 11-13. The event, sponsored
by Knights of Columbus Council
6310, was hosted at St. Bernard
Parish in Belfield.
The goal of the event is
to express appreciation and
encouragement to those studying
for the priesthood. Belfield
Knights of Columbus Council
member Roger Decker, who served
as co-chairman with brother
knights Tom Tessier and Rudy
Syminow, said, “We owe so much
to these future servant leaders.
Our KC Council wants to give our
brother seminarians a chance to
take a breather from their studies
and schedules.”
The event includes a time for
seminarians to become better
acquainted with their brother
seminarians and priests from
the diocese and members of the
St. Bernard Parish family. There
is a time for prayer, spiritual
reflection, relaxation and a prairie
dog hunt throughout the western
part of the state.
Diocese Vocations Director
Fr. Josh Waltz coordinated the
seminarian participation. The
Knights of Columbus Council 6310
members coordinated the local
parish involvement. Father Adam
Maus, pastor at St. Jerome of
Mohall, St. John of Lansford and
St. James of Sherwood; Fr. Corey
Nelson, pastor at St. Thomas the
Apostle of Tioga, St. Michael of
Ray and St. James of Powers Lake;
Fr. Chris Kadrmas, judicial vicar
for the diocese; and Fr. Bill Ruelle,
pastor of St. Bernard, Belfield,
joined the seminarians.
Magnuson, who completed his
College III year at Saint John Paul
II Seminary in
Washington,
D.C. this past
year, graduated
from Bishop
Ryan High
School in
Minot. He
spoke about the Jacob Magnuson
generosity of
the people of St. Bernard Parish,
echoing the sentiment of the 12
seminarians who attended and
participated.

Submitted photo
A large group of diocesan seminarians, Belfield Knights of Columbus Council 6310 members and guides/landowners gathered for the
2017 Seminarian Getaway: Unload and Unwind held June 11-13.

“The fact that we come here and
experience such great generosity
is already a sign that these people
(parishioners of St. Bernard
parish) are devoted to the church
and are devoted to a spiritual
life,” he said. Magnuson said the
actions of the KC Council, Catholic
Daughters Court and St. Bernard
parish family displayed the fruit of
generosity through their actions.
“And, so we have seen that
generosity and it is a very clear
symbol of the great work that Fr.
(Bill) Ruelle is doing in this parish
and these great people who are
experiencing Jesus,” he said.
Father Chris Kadrmas, judicial
vicar for the diocese, who grew up
at St. Charles Parish in Bowman,
said the event gives the young
seminary students a chance to
bring seminary study and real life
together in a great venue.
He said the Seminarian
Getaway: Unload and Unwind is
“a great mixture of all the things
that are great about North Dakota:
the wide-open spaces, the rural
life, the camaraderie of all of us
gathering together…It shows
the greatness of western North
Dakota, its people, and it primes
us, gets us ready, especially these
seminarians, to dedicate their lives
to these good people.”
Seminarian
Grant Dvorak of
Bismarck was
thrilled with the
display of faith
and service he
saw in the St.
Bernard Parish
family. “My
Grant Dvorak
approach to
service has just been impacted by

Submitted photo
Knights of Columbus Council 6310 member and event hunting guide Phil Havnvik looks
over the terrain as seminarians Grant Dvorak and Jacob Magnuson look for potential
targets.

Seminarian Scholarships

Submitted photo
Two diocesan seminarians, Steven Vetter and Ryan Martire, received $500 scholarships
for the coming year from the Belfield Knights of Columbus Council 6310. Grand Knight
Bruce Baer (right), along with diocese vocations director Fr. Josh Waltz presented
the award to Martire (center) at the 2017 Seminarian Getaway: Unload and Unwind
sponsored by the Belfield Knights of Columbus Council 6310 in mid-June. Martire just
completed his Theology I year at the John Paul II Seminary in Washington, D.C. Vetter
finished his spirituality year at St. John Vianney Seminary in Denver. Vetter was not
present at the event.

this because it’s simply like what
needs to be done,” he said as he
reflected on his experience the last
two years at the event.
He explained that the example
of the St. Bernard parish family
showed him that there are many
kinds of service to God. “It doesn’t
just have to be in church reading
for Mass. It can be service to us,
the seminarians, baking goods and
all these different things that seem
menial at first, but, really, it’s all
service to God and his mission for
us in each little daily task that we
have. I think my view of service
has definitely grown in that way.”
Isaiah Fisher, a first-year
seminary student from Bismarck,
was awestruck
with the
cooperative
spirit of
the brother
knights at
the event.
He called his
participation
“a wonderful, Isaiah Fisher
wonderful time. It’s really nice to
be able to take a step back and see
God at work here, to take a step
back and just observe and take
everything in and be joyful about
what we are so blessed to have
here.”
Fisher further noted, “This is
one of my first events as an official
seminarian so it really gives me
insight as to what it is like to be
around a bunch of good, faithful
men who are seeking God’s will for
their lives. It’s wonderful. All of

these people are making me better,
being around the parishioners of
Belfield, they are all wonderful
people. It is just a great experience
to see God at work here.”
Father Kadrmas said spiritual
direction during seminary
studies is structured and summer
assignments give seminarians an
opportunity to become integrated
with the faithful of the church.
He noted prayer and spirituality
are so important in development
“but you have to start translating
that into the daily life of the
people you serve. That’s what this
(Seminarian Getaway: Unload and
Unwind) helps do.
“And, so, it’s a less intense
experience spiritually, compared
to the seminary, but that’s good
because now we have to…integrate
it into my common life…You
need that transition to start
integrating that spirituality. You
learn to integrate that into the very
life of now fun, sharing a meal
together, going out on the prairie
together. And, so, that is how it
helps enhance spiritual life,” he
concluded.
Father Bill Ruelle is the pastor
of St. Bernard Parish and worked
closely with the Knights of
Columbus and Catholic Daughters.
Over 70 individuals from the
parish volunteered to make the
event successful.
Father Waltz requested that
the Belfield Knights of Columbus
Council continue to host the event
annually.
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Ordination to the Holy Order of Priesthood
Fr. Jordan Dosch and Fr. Greg Luger

The newly-ordained Fr. Luger (left) and Fr. Dosch (right) exit the Cathedral, greeted by a sea of applause from the
many priests in attendance who had assembled in the church’s gathering space.

During the Mass, the candidates placed their hands between
those of the Bishop, promising respect and obedience to Bishop
Kagan and his successors.

Photos by Deacon
Joe Krupinsky

During the Litany of Supplication, the men prostrated themselves before the
altar and all present stand and unite their voices within the Church universal in
praying for God’s grace and mercy for the men to be ordained.

Father Greg Luger with his parents Julie and Mike.
The bread and wine were presented to the newly-ordained Fr. Dosch
by Bishop Kagan.
The newly-ordained Fr. Luger at the altar during the Eucharistic Prayer.

Father Jordan Dosch with his parents Vern and Lynne.
Bishop Kagan performed the ancient gesture of laying on of hands of each of the men
to be ordained. The priests present did the same as a sign of unity.
Msgr. Jim Braaten and Msgr. Gene Lindemann lay hands on the men, as did all
their brother priests in attendance.
The newly-ordained Fr. Luger (left) and Fr. Dosch (right) stand with Fr. Doug Krebs who
was ordained one year ago on this date.

The newly ordained priests were vested with the priest’s stole and chasuble, Fr. Dosch
assisted by Msgr. Thomas Richter (left) and Fr. Luger by Fr. Justin Waltz.

Family members of Fr. Luger’s, his sister Amy Lents and nephew Theodore Lents,
brought forth the bread and wine during Mass handing the gifts to Bishop Kagan.

Bishop Kagan anointed the hands of the newly ordained Fr. Luger with Sacred Chrism.

Bishop Kagan kisses newly-ordained Fr. Luger’s hands after the blessing.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

■ Marriage encounter weekends
A Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend is
a private weekend away from distractions of
daily life for couples in good marriages. Give
your marriage this gift. The next available
weekends are Sept. 15-17 in Alexandria, Minn.
and Nov 10-12 in Medora. Early registration is
highly recommended. For more information,
visit ndwwme.org or contact Rob and Angie at
701-347-1998.

■ Champions Ride Aug. 5
The Home on the Range 61st Annual
Champions Ride Saddle Bronc Match will
be held Saturday, Aug. 5 at 1 p.m. MDT near
Sentinel Butte. Admission is charged at the
gate and concessions are available on site.
Bleacher seating is limited with plenty of
hillside seating so bring a chair or blanket.
Take Exit 7 on I-94 16 miles west of Medora. For
information or tickets, call 701-872-3745 or go
to www.hotrnd.com. In conjunction, a calcutta
and sponsor reception will be held Aug. 4 at
5:30 p.m. MDT at the North Dakota Cowboy
Hall of Fame in Medora.
■ Bioethics Seminar Aug 11-12 at Mary
The University of Mary, in partnership with
the National Catholic Bioethics Center
(NCBC), on Friday and Saturday, Aug. 11-12,
brings together world-renowned experts to
discuss topics like: transgender and gender
dysphoria; end of life decision-making; assisted
reproductive technologies; prenatal and
neonatal complications; stem cell research;
and issues of cooperation between Catholic
and non-Catholic institutions. Workforce

professionals and the general public are
encouraged to attend this event that takes
place at Mary’s Bismarck campus. Register at
www.umary.edu/bioethics or learn more by
contacting the Director of Bioethics, Dr. Karen
Rohr, at kmrohr@umary.edu or (701) 355-8113.
■ Bus trip for Maher concert Aug. 12
The Diocese of Bismarck is sponsoring a
bus to Fargo to the Matt Maher concert on
Saturday, Aug. 12. The bus will depart Bismarck
at approximately 3 p.m. and will return to
Bismarck after the concert (approx. 1 a.m.).
For information and to register visit www.
bismarckdiocese.com/mattmaher. Tickets and
seating are limited.
■ Chant Camp Aug. 14-19
Chant Camp will be held Aug. 14-19 at the
Church of St. Anne in Bismarck. All children
ages 7-17 from the Bismarck Diocese are
welcome to register at www.stannesbismarck.
org/chant-camp. The week of sacred music
learning will include adult workshops, an organ
recital at the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit (Aug.
18 at 11 a.m.), as well as the children singing for
4:30 p.m. Vigil Mass at St. Anne’s on Aug. 19.
■ Fall dinner in Menoken Sept. 10
St. Hildegard’s in Menoken is hosting their 70th
annual fall dinner on Sunday, Sept. 10 from 11
a.m. to 3 p.m. The homemade menu includes
traditional sausage, roast beef, pies, buns and
all the trimmings. There will be fun for all ages
including games, bingo, music and sale of
home-baked goods, fresh garden produce, and
religious crafts. The cost is $12 for adults, $5 for

children (age 4-10) and free for children age 3
and under. St. Hildegard’s is located along Hwy
10, 10 miles east of Bismarck.
■ Holy Fire Oct. 20-22
Middle School youth (grades 6-8) are invited
to participate in Holy Fire, a national middle
school youth rally held in Chicago on Saturday,
Oct. 21. This one-day rally will give middle
schoolers the chance to hear national Catholic
speakers and musicians and to gather with
thousands of Catholic teens from across
the country to celebrate and grow in their
faith. The Diocesan-coordinated trip will
take place Oct. 20-22. The cost is $275. For
information, visit www.bismarckdiocese.
com/holyfire or contact Carrie Davis at cdavis@
bismarckdiocese.com or 701-204-7208.
Deadline to register is Aug. 15.
■ WYD 2019
The 34th World Youth Day (WYD) will take place
in Panama City, Panama, Jan. 22–27, 2019.
The event will be hosted during the winter to
avoid the country’s rainy season, which occurs
in July and August— the traditional dates for
WYD. The diocese’s Office of Youth and Young
Adult Ministries will be coordinating a trip. Due
to the timing of WYD 2019, the trip will only
be offered to those who are 18 or older, so as
not to compete with school-sponsored March
for Life events, and other activities happening
during this same time. Early registration has
already begun. For more information go to
www.bismarckdiocese.com/wyd.
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Hosted at the Scott and Magen Miller farm
near Mott along with Fr. Stephen Folorunso
and the parishioners of St. Vincent de Paul,
Mott, St. John the Baptist, New Leipzig and
St. Henry, Regent

Deacon David Crane (right), of St. Vincent de Paul
parish in Mott, and Diocesan seminarian John Windsor
prepare the altar at Mass.

The Miller family hosted the event at their farm near Mott.

Farm style transportation for the clergy to and from Mass.

Diocesan
Seminarian
Ben Wanner
played the
trumpet as
part of the
entertainment
during the
lunch.

Bishop Kagan blesses the machinery alongside
Seminarian Steven Vetter (left) and Fr. Stephen
Folorunso.

Fr. Josh Waltz sang alongside Diocesan Seminarian
Steven Vetter with the accordion and another band
mate for entertainment after the Mass.

Diocesan Seminarian Gregory Crane provided
accompaniment for Fr. Josh Waltz as part of the
entertainment during the lunch after Mass.
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Obituaries
Abbot Brian Wangler,
OSB
Abbot Brian
Wangler,
OSB, 73, of
Richardton,
passed away
from cancer on
Thursday, May
25, 2017 in the
Fr. Brian Wangler, OSB
Richardton
Health Center in Richardton, N.D.
A funeral Mass was held May 30,
2017 at the Assumption Abbey
in Richardton with Fr. Valerian
Odermann celebrating. Burial took
place in the Assumption Abbey
Cemetery.
Abbot Brian was born in St.
Alexius Hospital in Bismarck on
October 19, 1943, to Valentine
and Mary (Wald) Wangler, and
baptized as Henry. He grew up
on the family farm southwest of
Napoleon, N.D., where he learned
many skills that he found useful
throughout his life. He was the
fifth child of nine boys and two
girls.
His elementary education
was at a country school with one
teacher for all eight grades. His
first year of high school was at
St. Francis Academy, Hankinson,
N.D., where he had two aunts in
the Franciscan community. He
finished high school at Abbey Prep
in 1961 and attended the Abbey’s
Junior College from 1961 to 1963,
after which he entered Assumption
Abbey to begin monastic life. He
was given the name Brian, and
made his monastic profession on
July 11, 1964.
After completing college
studies at St. John’s University,
Collegeville, Minn., in 1966,
he began theological studies at
Assumption Abbey Seminary
for the 1966-1967 school year.
From 1967 to 1970 Frater Brian
completed his seminary studies at
St. Meinrad School of Theology,
St. Meinrad, Ind.. He was ordained
simplex on August 2, 1969.
From September to December
1970, Fr. Brian was a recruiter
for Assumption College. In
December of 1970, the decision
was made to close the college,
and in January of 1971 he was
appointed assistant pastor of St.
Joseph’s Church, Devils Lake,
N.D. In August of 1972 he was
called back to the Abbey to head
up the Christian Life Center. In
time, he also became the prior,
formation director, and worked
with Marriage Encounter. Abbot
Robert West sent Fr. Brian to
Duquesne University, Pittsburgh,
Penn., in September of 1975 to
earn an MA degree in Catholic
Formative Spirituality. Father
Brian graduated from Duquesne
in May of 1978, and returned to
the Abbey to serve as formation
director. He was also reappointed
prior. During the spring of 1983,
he was asked to become pastor
of St. Mary’s Parish, Richardton,
a job he enjoyed for the next 21
years.

On May 28, 2004, Father
Brian was elected eighth abbot
of Assumption Abbey. Abbot
Brian came to be appreciated for
his emotional balance, practical
wisdom, and willingness to
serve. He often rolled up his
sleeves and did menial chores
alongside his brother-monks. He
seemed genuinely to love his job.
In addition to his many duties
as major superior, he took the
Sunday evening Mass at Queen of
Peace Church in Dickinson, N.D.,
from January 2005, to October
2016.
Abbot Brian received a
diagnosis of cancer in October of
2015 and was on chemotherapy
for eight months. One of Abbot
Brian’s regrets during his last year
was in not being able to visit all
family members as he would have
liked, and in not being able to
visit, one more time, Assumption
Abbey’s beloved daughter house,
Monasterio Benedictino de Tibatí
in Bogota, Colombia.
Abbot Brian is preceded in
death by his parents and one
sister, Elsie Weninger. He is
survived by eight brothers, Tony
(Lucy) Wangler, Mark (Luella)
Wangler, Frank (Florence)
Wangler, Alois (Erica) Wangler,
Julius (Patricia Ann) Wangler,
Valentine (JoAnn) Wangler, Jim
(Diane) Wangler, Steven (Sherry)
Wangler, one sister, Ann Marie
(Allyn) Wald, and by his brotherin-law Norbert (Phyllis) Weninger
and many nieces and nephews.

Sr. Helen Kilzer, OSB
Sister Helen Kilzer, 99, a
founder of
Annunciation
Monastery,
Bismarck,
entered eternal
life June 3,
2017, at CHI
St. Alexius
Health. Mass Sr. Helen Kilzer, OSB
of Christian
burial was held June 6, 2017,
in the Chapel of Annunciation
Monastery.
Helen was born January 11,
1918, in Richardton, N.D., the
seventh of 12 children of Joseph
and Beata (Schnell) Kilzer.
In 1938, she entered St.
Benedict’s Convent, St. Joseph,
Minn. and as a novice was given
the name of Sister Marmion. She
made monastic profession July
11, 1940. In 1944, she volunteered
to help establish Annunciation
Monastery. After some years,she
returned to her baptismal name of
Helen.
A wonderful educator, Sister
Helen taught junior high students
in Bismarck, Dickinson and
Mandan from 1944-1960. She
served as principal of St. Joseph’s
School from 1955-60. She taught
French at St. Mary’s Central
High for eight years and French,
German and Spanish for 23 years
at the University of Mary. She also
taught German for nine years at
St. Mary’s Grade School.

Sister Helen believed that the
best way to learn a language was to
speak it. No English was allowed
in her classrooms. She took groups
of students to Europe, Mexico and
Quebec to immerse them in the
language and culture of the people.
Active in the Foreign Language
Association of North Dakota,
(FLAND), Sister Helen served as
its first president in 1968. In 2010,
she was honored with FLAND’s
Sister Helen Kilzer Lifetime
Service Award in appreciation for
her dedication to teaching world
languages and cultures.
Sister Helen is survived by a
brother, Walter, Dickinson; nieces
and nephews, and the Sisters of
Annunciation Monastery.

Sr. Adele Wehri, SCSC
Sister Adele (Verena) Wehri,
SCSC, age 92,
of Merrill, Wis.,
died June 19,
2017 under the
care of Aspirus
Comfort Care
and Hospice
Services at
Bell Tower
Sr. Adele Wehri, SCSC
Residence
Assisted Living, Merrill, Wis.
Mass of Resurrection was held
at Holy Cross Chapel, Bell Tower
Residence on July 1, 2017 with Fr.
Jim Bartelme officiating. Burial
was in St. Francis Cemetery,
Merrill.
Sister Adele was born March 7,
1925 in Hebron, N.D., to Albert
and Eva (Seeberger) Wehri. She

entered Holy Cross Convent in
Merrill on Aug. 31, 1948, and
celebrated her First Profession on
Aug. 24, 1950. She was in her 66th
year of ministry at the time of her
death.
Sister received her early
education in Haymarsh, N.D., and
taught by Holy Cross Sisters. She
graduated from Our Lady of the
Holy Cross High School in Merrill.
Sister received her Bachelor of
Science degree from Cardinal
Stritch College, Milwaukee, and
did her dietetic internship at
Milwaukee County Institutions.
Her ministries included
teaching at the Hessoun
Orphanage in Fenton, Mo.,
Director of Dietary Departments
both at Holy Cross Hospital
in Merrill, and at St. Joseph’s
Hospital, Dickinson, and Bell
Tower Residence, Merrill. From
1984-1990, Sr. Adele was the
convent administrator at Holy
Cross Convent. She did volunteer
work in the Activities Department
at Bell Tower Residence from 1993
to 2012. She called Bell Tower
Residence home since 2012
Sister Adele is survived by her
family of Holy Cross Sisters and
associates; one sister Alda (Jake)
Goldade, Wausau, Wis.; a brother,
Leonard (Irene) Wehri, Hebron,
N.D., many nieces and nephews.
She was preceded in death by
her parents, two sisters, Sr. Mary
Albert and Sr. Miriam, both Holy
Cross Sisters; three brothers,
Alvin, Bruno and Joseph.

Holy Father’s Prayer Intentions
for August
Universal:
Artists. That artists of our time,
through their ingenuity, may
help everyone discover the
beauty of creation.

PROTECTING OUR CHILDREN
The Diocese of Bismarck is firmly committed to the health
and protection of our children, young people and vulnerable
adults. With the hope of healing the pain and suffering from
sexual abuse in the Catholic Church, we encourage anyone
who has suffered from this abuse to please come forward
and let us know. To report allegations of sexual abuse, please
contact: Dale Eberle, Chancellor, Diocese of Bismarck, PO Box
1575, Bismarck, ND 58502-1575. Phone: 701.223.1347 or
1.877.405.7435. The complaint form and policies can be found
on the diocesan web site at http://www.bismarckdiocese.com.
CODE OF PASTORAL CONDUCT
The Catholic Church must be exemplary: Clergy, staff,
whether diocesan or parish, and volunteers are held
accountable for their behavior. To enable the highest level
of accountability, there must be a clear and unambiguous
definition of appropriate behavior. To this end, this Code
of Pastoral Conduct is defined for the Diocese of Bismarck
and it provides a foundation for implementing effective and
enforceable standards for all personnel. View the Code of
Pastoral Conduct at http://www.bismarckdiocese.com.
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Making Sense out of Bioethics
FR. TAD PACHOLCZYK

Can I donate my body to science?
Some people may wish to
“donate their body to science”
after they die. Such a gift of
themselves can be objectively
good and praiseworthy provided
that their body would contribute
to meaningful research or study,
and that it would not be used
in a disrespectful or otherwise
inappropriate manner.
There are number of potentially
laudable projects that can benefit
from a person’s decision to
donate his or her body to science.
A human cadaver can be useful
for anatomical studies, to help
train medical students to save
lives later. It can be of assistance
in carrying out basic biomedical
research or in developing new
medical instruments. It can be
used as a forensic tool to help
solve crimes, such as studying
advanced states of bodily decay.
It can assist with the training of
surgeons, and can even help with
the development of various types
of safety or protective gear, like
helmets, automobile airbags or
bulletproof vests.
In 1956, Pope Pius XII noted
that consenting to “damage to
the integrity of the corpse in the
interest of those who are suffering,
is no violation of the reverence
due to the dead.” St. John Paul
II wrote in a 1995 encyclical that
one way of nurturing a genuine
culture of life “is the donation of
organs, performed in an ethically

acceptable manner, with a view
to offering a chance of health and
even of life itself to the sick who
sometimes have no other hope”
(EV 86). The U.S. Catholic bishops
have given similar guidance in
their policy document called The
Ethical and Religious Directives
for Catholic Health Care Services:
“Catholic health care institutions
should encourage and provide
the means whereby those who
wish to do so may arrange for
the donation of their organs
and bodily tissue, for ethically
legitimate purposes, so that they
may be used for donation and
research after death” (No. 63).
Although there are not any
fundamental moral objections to
donating our bodies to science,
certain details of how the donation
is carried out are important.
First, bodily remains should be
properly interred in the earth at
the conclusion of their use. The
body should not be surrendered to
researchers and then merely “left
in limbo.” Often a university or
research institution will oversee
and pay for the cremation of
the body after the research is
completed, so the family can then
be given the ashes. This may be
specified in the agreement signed
by the individual ahead of time.
Assuring appropriate respect and
reverence for the body would thus
include arranging for burial in
consecrated ground afterwards.

A second consideration of
importance for Catholics involves
the offering of prayers, and
particularly the sacrifice of the
Mass, on behalf of the deceased.
Rev. Edward McNamara, a
well-known writer and liturgy
professor in Rome, offers some
practical guidance in this regard:
“Since it is usually impossible to
have a funeral with the remains
shortly after death, as this would
render the body unsuitable for
research purposes, a memorial
Mass without the body can be
celebrated so as to entrust the
soul of the deceased to God and
offer the family the opportunity
of mourning together. When the
remains are released to the family,
another Mass may be offered.”
A third potential area of
concern involves the possibility
that certain cells or tissues derived
from the human body may be
inappropriately used in research.
To consider one instance, it is
possible to harvest sex cells, or
their progenitor cells, from corpses
even up to a few hours following
death. Some researchers might
be tempted to use these cells, for
example, to create human embryos
in the laboratory for biomedical
research. Although such practices
are uncommon, if an individual
believed that his or her cells were
likely to be used in this unethical
way by a research institution, they
should not agree to donate their

bodies after
death.
Those contemplating the
possibility of donating their bodies
to science should weigh a fourth
consideration as well, namely,
whether others in their family are
open to their body being utilized
in this way. They should find out
whether their spouse, children, or
others close to them would have
any objections or concerns. At the
end of the day, there may be some
family members who, in the words
of one commentator, can’t quite
get past the idea, “that you will be
dissected over a period of months
in anatomy class, or cut up and
divided among different programs
(brain to an Alzheimer’s study,
joints to an orthopedic surgery
training).” Careful vetting of the
details ahead of time helps avoid
resentment, pain and surprises
after a loved one passes on.
With these caveats and
considerations in mind, donating
a body to science can indeed
allow someone to “give back” or
“contribute to society” after death.
■ Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. earned his
doctorate in neuroscience from Yale and did
post-doctoral work at Harvard. He is a priest
of the diocese of Fall River, MA, and serves
as the Director of Education at The National
Catholic Bioethics Center in Philadelphia. He
also serves as a professor of bioethics at the
University of Mary in Bismarck.
See www.ncbcenter.org

Thank you to our
sponsors:

Saturday, Sept. 23, 2017
at the new Lumen Vitae University Center at the University of Mary
7:30 a.m. doors open • 8:30 a.m. Conference begins • 4 p.m. concluding Vigil Mass

Tim Staples was raised a Southern Baptist and later became a
Youth Minister in an Assemblies of God community. He converted
to the Catholic Faith in 1988, spent six years in formation for the
priesthood, and is now Director of Apologetics and Evangelization
for Catholic Answers. Tim is married with seven children.

Monsignor Thomas J. Richter has been the Rector of
the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit since 2012. Prior to being assigned
as the Rector of the Cathedral, Msgr. Richter served as Director of
Vocations for the Diocese of Bismarck for 11 years.

Mail the registration form below to:
Thirst 2017 Men’s Conference
Diocese of Bismarck
PO Box 1137
Bismarck, ND 58502-1137
Name: _______________________________________

Register and see the event schedule online at
www.bismarckdiocese.com/thirst2017
Registration required for accurate meal count.
Teens of high school age welcome with their dad or accompanying adult.

This event is FREE!

Email Address:________________________________
Age:

T
T
T
T
T

High School Student
College Student
19-30
T 31-40
41-50
T 51-60
61 and over

City/State: ___________________________________
Parish/Church: _______________________________
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Bioethics seminar to bring hot topics to the forefront
Public invited to U of Mary event Aug. 11-12
With every passing day science
and technology create emerging
ethical dilemmas and policy
obstacles. Issues like assisted
suicide and dying, gene editing,
genome sequencing for newborns,
artificial wombs outside a woman’s
body and many more are at the top
of people’s mind in 2017.
The University of Mary, in
partnership with the National
Catholic Bioethics Center (NCBC),
on Friday and Saturday, Aug.
11-12, brings together worldrenowned experts to make sense
of it all and answer questions from
the spectrum of society—from
the general public to workforce
professionals across all sectors.
The event takes place at the Gary
Tharaldson School of Business on
the campus of the University of
Mary in Bismarck.
Some scheduled topics to be
discussed include: transgender
and gender dysphoria; end of
life decision-making; assisted
reproductive technologies;
prenatal and neonatal
complications; stem cell research;
and issues of cooperation between

Catholic and non-Catholic
institutions.
“The objective of the NCBC’s
two-day seminars is to train those
engaged in the healthcare ministry
and other interested individuals,
to effectively represent the
Church’s moral teaching in
their various institutions as it is
summarized in ‘The Ethical and
Religious Directives for Catholic
Health Care Services,’” stated
Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D.,
the director of Education and
Ethicist at NCBC and a leading
authority on bioethical topics
such as stem cell research and
cloning. “Student outcomes from
the seminar should be to articulate
the Church’s understanding
of the inherent dignity of the
human person; have a sense of
how to apply the Church’s moral
teaching; and identify some of the
resources available to health care
workers and others involved in the
health care ministry that provide
guidance for the resolution of
bioethical issues.”
Other ethicists presenting
with Pacholczyk include Dr.

John Brehany, and Dr. John
Di Camillo. Brehany, formerly
executive director and ethicist
of the Catholic Medical
Association (CMA), joined NCBC
in January 2015 as the director
of Institutional Relations.
Brehany serves as a consultant
to two committees of the United
States Conference of Catholic
Bishops and has worked on
national partnerships addressing
conscience rights, healthcare
reform, and respect for human life.
Di Camillo earned his doctorate in
bioethics summa cum laude from
the Pontifical Athenaeum Regina
Apostolorum in Rome (2016), and
received the Academic Excellence
Award for his dissertation. He
holds a licentiate in bioethics from
the same institution (2009), and
a bachelor of arts degree from
the University of Pennsylvania
(2006), where he double majored
in the biological basis of behavior
and Italian studies, receiving
distinctions for most outstanding
academic performance in each
field.
“People from all over North

Dakota, the United States
and abroad attend the twoday seminar,” said Dr. Karen
Rohr, associate professor and
director of Bioethics and Faculty
Formation at the University of
Mary. “Anyone can attend the
seminar. They do not have to be
enrolled in the NCBC yearlong
certification program to attend.
Some people take it to enhance
their existing knowledge and or
to get the Catholic perspective in
bioethics. Technological advances
are making it imperative that
healthcare providers understand
and manage emerging ethical
dilemmas as they occur and
have the skills to guide patients,
families, clinicians, and ethics
committees toward resolution.”
People interested in the twoday bioethics seminar or would
like to register for the event online
can do so at www.umary.edu/
bioethics. People wanting to learn
more about the University of Mary
bioethics program should contact
the Director of Bioethics, Dr.
Karen Rohr, at kmrohr@umary.
edu or (701) 355-8113.

Guest Column
DOMINIC BOUCK

Seeking an authentic encounter with Christ
By Dominic Bouck
Diocesan Seminarian
St. John Paul II drove by in his
Popemoblie as the 12-year-old
version of me yelled at the top of
his lungs, “Hey Pope.” I hadn’t
thought of what I was going to say.
I smiled after bearing Benedict
XVI’s miter for Christmas
Midnight Mass almost six years
ago when he wished us “Buon
Natale!”
Now, while studying in
Rome and helping pilgrims, I
was able to follow the tactic of
“Babies and Barricades” to get a
prolonged close encounter from
Pope Francis for our high school
pilgrimage group. Stand close to
the barricades in St. Peter’s Square
when the Holy Father drives by,
and arrange for an infant to be in
the middle of your group—in this
case a lovely couple from Warsaw,
Poland, with a now papally-kissed
infant.
On the surface, the three
most recent popes have had
different emphases in their
teaching and different styles in
their presentation of the Catholic
faith. One way to look at it could
be John Paul was a philosopher,
Benedict a theologian and
historian, and Francis, a pastor.
Unfortunately, sometimes a few
seize upon the differences and try
to paint a picture of radical shifts.
That said, there have indeed been
some differences and in addition,
each pontiff has had to preach to a
different decade of disciples.
There is, however, one
particular strain of Catholicism
that has influenced all three
men from different countries,
generations, and intellectual
backgrounds: the theology of
“encounter,” as seen especially in
the teachings of an Italian priest of
the last century, Luigi Giussani.
John Paul and Giussani were
very close, contemporaries who

died in the same year. Among
many laudatory things he said
about the movement was in a
letter to Giussani in 2004: “The
original pedagogical intuition
of your Movement lies precisely
here: proposing in a fascinating
way, and in harmony with
contemporary culture, the
Christian event…It is necessary
and urgent to help people to
encounter Christ, so that He
become the ultimate reason for
living and operating also for
present-day man. This experience
of faith generates a new way of
looking at reality, a responsibility
and a creativity that concern every
ambit of existence: from work to
family relationships, from social
commitment to the animation
of the cultural and political
environment.”
The keywords of this theology
are encounter, event, and
experience, all present in this
complex, but beautiful paragraph.
Pope Benedict made this one
of the main mantras of his papacy
from his very first encyclical, God
is Love: “Being Christian is not
the result of an ethical choice or a
lofty idea, but the encounter with
an event, a person, which gives
life a new horizon and a decisive
direction. St. John’s Gospel
describes that event in these
words: ‘God so loved the world
that he gave his only Son, that
whoever believes in him should
have eternal life’ (3:16).”
And Pope Francis admitted that
Giussani had a major influence on
him when he was a young man:
“I am grateful to Giussani for
different reasons. The first and
more personal is the good that
this man did for me and for my
priestly life, through the reading of
his books and articles. The other
reason is that his thoughts are
deeply human and reach the most
intimate yearning of mankind.

You know how important the
experience of encounter was to
Don Giussani: the encounter not
with an idea, but with a Person,
with Jesus Christ.”
As Catholics, we have a lot.
The number of images created,
theology books written, stories
told, churches built, prayers
offered. It challenges even our
most daring imagination. And
yet all of it, every single piece of
the tapestry we call Catholicism
points to one thing: God wants
to meet us personally, and has
already done so in the God-man
Jesus Christ. What remains is for
each individual person created in
his image to respond to that call,
and allow that encounter with
a real person—Jesus Christ is a
real person (and so are Mary and
all the saints)— to flood our lives
with grace. In turn, we become
occasions of encounter for others.
When Christ is alive in us, our
neighbors and friends meet him,
through us!
This insight does not mean
that we need to join some special
group or start identifying as a
member of some society (though
some are called to do so). What
is more important than Giussani
and his group, or even the last
three popes, is what all of them
unceasingly and untiringly point
to: when we meet Jesus, not as an
abstract idea, a code of rules, or
customs found in books, but as a
person who loves us, Who meets
us in our sin, and Who conforms
us to His very person, we simply
cannot remain the same as we
were before. Think of the Magi
who returned home “a different
way” after encountering the infant
Christ (Matthew 2:12).
Our prayer should thus move
from resembling a list of requests
from a child to Santa Claus, or
an order at Burger King, to an
intimate conversation between two

persons who
love each
other very
much—between me and Jesus. I
should tell Him all that I think,
hiding nothing. Unlike Adam in
the garden who hid from God in
shame, our prayer should be that
of Zacchaeus the tax-collector
who joyfully admitted to Jesus all
he had done. Or, like Nathaniel,
or the woman at the well, who
realized that Jesus already knew it
(so why bother hiding?). And then,
we listen—not to a thundering
voice from the sky, from a
calm and quiet voice from the
innermost depths of our heart.
And that is why every prayer,
every book, every moral command,
every church building, every song,
every chalice, every stained-glass
window worth their respective
salt is a sprout from the root
that is Jesus Christ, the Word of
God scattered on the soil of our
hearts. And the Church, the body
of Christ, assists us in knowing if
what we encounter in our prayer
and our lives is authentically an
encounter with Christ.
Our most fundamental longing
in life is to love another person
and be loved by another. The
excitement we experience when
meeting a pope, a loved one,
anyone who brings us joy and
encouragement, should be the
experience we have when meeting
Christ in the sacraments, in
prayer, and in our relationships.
And, spiritual Christian maturity
is just that: opening our eyes to see
that a real person is waiting for us,
one who knows us and is dying to
make us truly happy in Him.
■ Diocesan Seminarian Dominic Bouck,

a Dickinson native, is studying in Rome at
the Pontifical North American College. He is
spending the summer assisting at the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit in Bismarck.
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Questions

I was afraid to ask
FR. JOSEPH EVINGER

can I
Q: How
encounter
Jesus?

A couple of years ago
at the annual clergy
conference in Medora, I
realized that I needed to
make a quick drive to Dickinson
to deposit some checks. As
I was about to pull into the
Queen City of the Prairies, I
noticed a man walking on the
opposite side of the interstate.
Immediately, I heard an interior
voice, “On your way back to
Medora give him a ride.”

A:

Now, I had previously picked up
a few hitchhikers and passed
by many more. This was one of
those that was clear I should
pick up. So, I told myself, “I
will only pick him up if he is
still there when I return.” That
sounded pretty plausible,
hoping that he would be gone a
half hour later.
After depositing the checks,
I made my way back towards
Medora. Sure enough, the man
was still in the heat walking
west on I-94. I pulled over. But,
before I let him into my car, I
needed to see if he was sane.
With doors locked, I rolled down
my window a crack and asked
where he was going.
He said, “Williston, to catch the
train.”
To which I replied, “I’m heading
to Medora. I can bring you as far
as Belfield.”
“That works for me,” he said.
Seeing that he looked sane I
unlocked the doors. He threw
his bag in the backseat and
jumped in the front.
Let me be clear. I do not
recommend any of you to pick
up hitchhikers, unless God
undoubtedly tells you. There
are all kinds of bad things that
could happen.
So, I asked him where he was
going. He began to tell me
(with colorful repetitive fourletter words) how a guy he
knew brought him to Dickinson
promising a job, ripped him off,
and then never paid him back.
“I’m just gonna go back to
Washington” he said.
The drive was rather short,
almost as short as this article,
but before I dropped him off
I got in a couple of important
questions: “Are you a believer?
Do you believe in God?”
To which he responded, “No.”
So, I gave him a challenge: “For
the next 30 days ask Jesus to
reveal Himself to you.” He was
silent for a bit, then thanked

me. I dropped him off at the
Belfield exit wishing him well.
I don’t know what ever
happened to that fellow, but
I do know that when I was 12
or 13 years old, I encountered
God by praying in this manner.
In fact, I continue to encounter
Him more deeply the more I
pray this prayer. Many others
could say the same. This prayer
nourishes faith. It turns one into
a desert which soaks up God’s
life like Psalm 63 states. “O God
you are my God, for you I long.
For you my soul is thirsty. My
body pines for you like a dry
weary land without water. ” This
is true.
To encounter Christ daily, pray
some version of this prayer.
Pray it before, during, and after
you receive the sacraments,
when you go to confession and
receive Holy Communion. Beg
Jesus for the grace to encounter
Him in his bride the Church,
in the sacraments, when you
come to Mass, when you are
before the Blessed Sacrament,
when you are driving down the
interstate, or lying in bed.
Some people think that
encountering Jesus is a onetime thing. Any two friends
know this is not true. An
encounter is lifelong; it is a
relationship for all to see. For
eternity, we can go deeper and
deeper into relationship with
Christ.
Jesus is truly hidden in the
inner room of our soul by virtue
of baptism. He speaks to us
through the sacred Scriptures
telling us what to do and not
to do. He is hidden under the
appearances of bread and
wine at Holy Mass. He lives in
Catholic church tabernacles. He
comes to us in the priest who
visits our homes. He is disguised
as the hitchhiker beside the
road. He is hidden almost
anywhere for those with the
eyes of faith.
When we beg Jesus to
encounter Him, he gives us eyes
to see what has always been
there. Let us pray little prayers
throughout the day asking
Jesus that we might encounter
Him on a deeper level, and then
we can bring Him to others.
Honestly, if you pray this prayer
consistently, you will encounter
the One, Who with great love,
created you in the womb many
years ago. His name is Jesus of
Nazareth, the One Who died,
but now is alive.
■ Fr. Evinger is parochial vicar at

St. Joseph in Williston. If you have a
question you were afraid to ask, now
is the time to ask it! Simply email your
question to info@bismarckdiocese.com
with the “Question Afraid to Ask” in the
subject line.

Balancing Church
& State
CHRISTOPHER DODSON

The call to
missionary discipleship
Catholic leaders from North
Dakota recently attended the
Convocation of Catholic Leaders:
Joy of the Gospel in America. This
unprecedented event gathered
over 3,500 laypersons, religious,
priests, and bishops to examine,
discuss, and pray about the call to
missionary discipleship.
Missionary discipleship,
of course, includes the more
obvious ministries of the church,
such as catechesis, education,
religious formation, chaplaincy,
and “targeted” ministries
such as outreach to migrants,
farmworkers, and women facing
unexpected pregnancies.
What about, however, the less
obvious ministries? How do we
engage in missionary discipleship
in our businesses, our family
relationships, our economic
activities, our relationship with the
environment, and our politics?
While there exist formal
ministries addressing some
of these efforts, the task of
evangelizing does not rest with
them alone. All baptized Catholics
are called to discipleship and
evangelization. John Noonan, the
Bishop of Orlando—the location
of the convocation— prefaced his
welcome letter with these words
from Our Lord: “You are the light
of the world. Your light must shine
before others, that they may see
your good deeds and glorify our
heavenly Father.” (Mt 5:16)
The light of all of us must
shine in all that we do. That call is
easier said than done, especially
in an increasingly secular and
even hostile environment. North
Dakotans also tend to be reserved
people. We are not prone to ask
the person next to us at the cafe,
“Hey, have you heard the good
news of Jesus Christ?”
Nevertheless, our light can and
should shine in our “good deeds.”
Those deeds must extend beyond
kindness and acts of charity.
Throughout the convocation,
people told stories about how
conversions came about because
people witnessed the joy of
Christians in their daily lives.
The Gentiles noticed it about the
first Christians. At a time when
Christendom was old, stale, and
corrupting, the people noticed it
in St. Francis. Atheists, skeptics,
and cynics saw it in St. Teresa of
Calcutta and the Missionaries of
Charity.
The challenge for us is to live,
work, and shape our temporal
and political order in a manner
consistent with our faith.
Business leaders can find
assistance with this challenge in
Vocation of the Business Leader:
A Reflection published by the
Vatican (ndcatholic.org/vbl.pdf).
The reflection includes a
discernment checklist for business
leaders that includes such

questions as:
Do I promote a culture of life
through my work?
Am I engaging in anticompetitive practices?
Do I place the dignity of all
workers above profit margins?
Am I seeking to nourish
my business life by learning
more about the Church’s social
teaching?
Is my company making
every reasonable effort to take
responsibility for externalities and
unintended consequences of its
activities (such as environmental
damage or other negative effects
on suppliers, local communities
and even competitors)?
Inspired by Vocation of the
Business Leader the International
Catholic Rural Association and
Catholic Rural Life launched
an ongoing project on the
Vocation of the Agricultural
Leader (ndcatholic.org/val.pdf).
The project includes a mustread reflection statement, but
it is part of a broader education
and reflection effort around the
country. Catholic Rural Life is
available to conduct workshops
exploring the question of how to
reclaim agriculture as a vocation.
The projects goals include:
To affirm the noble and
dignified vocation of farming and
of the work of men and women
involved in agricultural production
and getting food to our tables;
To retrieve the notion of
vocation, that farming is not just
an occupation, but a calling from
our Creator to a relationship and
to till and to keep the earth; and
To inspire future generations of
men and women to see how their
faith informs both their work in
agriculture and their stewardship
of God’s creation.
These efforts have importance
because they remind us that
evangelization—being a
missionary disciple—is not
something that happens solely
within spaces of worship, parishes,
Catholic schools, or diocesan
offices. It must become who we are
in our being.
When we are missionary
disciples people will ask:
“What is it about how he
farms?” And the answer will be,
“He farms like a Christian.”
“Why does she and her
employees have such joy?” And
the answer will be, “She runs her
business as a vocation.”
“What was the motivating factor
for every vote that legislator cast?”
And the answer will be, “Jesus
Christ.”
■ Dodson serves as executive director of the
N.D. Catholic Conference, the official liaison
for the dioceses of Fargo and Bismarck in
matters of public policy.
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Prices starting at $2,499 ~ with Airfare Included in this price
from anywhere in the USA

Several trips to different destinations: the Holy Land; Italy;
France, Portugal, & Spain; Poland; Medjugorje, Lourdes, &
Fatima; Ireland & Scotland; England; Austria, Germany, &
Switzerland; Greece & Turkey; Budapest; Prague; Our Lady
of Guadalupe; Colombia; Brazil; Argentina; Domestic
Destinations; etc…
We also specialize in custom trips for Bishops, Priests,
and Deacons.
Call us 24/7
Hablamos Español
www.proximotravel.com
anthony@proximotravel.com

ƽƷ/
Ʒ-c

508-340-9370
855-842-8001

September 23 - 24

Join us for

Catholic
Charities
North Dakota
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Attention:
Business Owners, CEOs and Managers
Legatus, Latin for “ambassador,” is the only organization
designed for top-ranking Catholic business leaders.
Legatus helps members deepen their relationship with
God and discover how Catholic truth and values can
help them meet the challenges they face on a daily basis,
living as “Ambassadors for Christ in the Marketplace.”
Legatus members are committed to study, live and
spread the faith in their business, professional and
personal lives. Spouses are full members, providing
additional opportunities to enhance marriage and family
life. Monthly meetings start with Rosary, Confession
DQG0DVVIROORZHGE\VRFLDOL]LQJDQGÀQHGLQLQJ
complemented by dynamic and informative presentations
by expert or nationally known speakers. Bishop Kagan
just welcomed a new Bismarck chapter, adding to our
more than 90 chapters across the country.
If you are, or were, a business owner, CEO, President,
Managing Director or Managing Partner, Legatus would
OLNHWRLQYLWH\RXWRRXULQWHUQDWLRQDOQRQSURÀWEXVLQHVV
community. To learn more about our local and national
events, as well as membership criteria, please contact
BismarckLegatus@gmail.com or contact Carmen Tate at
575-973-7278 or ctate@legatus.org.

bringing awareness & support
to the services we provide
CatholicCharitiesND.org

What are you worth to your family?
Pat Dolan, FICF
General Agent, Fargo
(701) 298-9922
patrick.dolan@kofc.org

Help protect your life
with life insurance from the
Knights of Columbus.

Aaron Mahlmann, FIC, LUTCF
Bismarck
701-222-2755
aaron.mahlmann@kofc.org

Mike Vetter

Frank Greff, FICF, LUTCF

Minot
701-837-0135
michael.vetter@kofc.org

Dickinson
701-483-8839
frank.greff@kofc.org

LIFE INSURANCE
DISABILITY INCOME INSURANCE
LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE RETIREMENT ANNUITIES

Mike Klabo, FIC
Strasburg
701-580-9036
michael.klabo@kofc.org

Don Willey, FIC
Bismarck
701-202-9089
don.willey@kofc.org

