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Shovels have offi cially started 
moving dirt at the site of the new 
St. Mary’s Central High School in 
north Bismarck.

The offi cial groundbreaking was 
held Sept. 17 with a Mass presided 
over by Bishop Kagan at the site of 
the new construction.

On Sept. 7, Light of Christ 
Catholic Schools (LOCCS) 
celebrated reaching more than 80 
percent of their capital campaign 
goal with 1,300 students and 
numerous family members and 
supporters present at a public 
announcement at the current high 
school location. 

“The passion and energy by 
the campaign cabinet have been 
critical factors as we’ve raised 
more than $38 million of our 
$46.5 million goal,” stated Vern 

Dosch, capital campaign chair. 
“This effort has been blessed 
by God and will touch the lives 
of countless students and their 
families for generations to come.”

The new campus will include 
its own soccer and football 
fi eld and a chapel to seat more 
than 600 people, thanks to the 
generous donation of Ken and 
Marilyn Keller. The Kellers were 
recognized at the event for their 
commitment to creating the Our 
Lady of Victory Chapel on the new 
SMCHS campus.

“God has blessed me and my 
family and we wanted to share it 
with Light of Christ because of the 
impact this school system has had 
on us,” shared Ken Keller. “I want 
the new St. Mary’s Central High 
School campus to provide the best 

facilities in the state to benefi t my 
grandchildren and their children.”

The capital campaign to make 
improvements throughout the 
Light of Christ school system 
kicked off January 1, 2016 with 
an ambitious plan. This included 
improvements to the existing 
three elementary schools, the 
consolidation of grades 6-8 in the 
St. Mary’s Middle School Academy 
located in the current St. Mary’s 
Central High School (SMCHS) 
and building a new St. Mary’s 
Central High School. The Academy 
will take over the entire SMCHS 
facility in 2019, the projected date 
for the new school to open. 

The campaign also includes the 

establishment of a future viability 
endowment that will fund ongoing 
maintenance and improvements 
for the school system. 

“As president Gerald Vetter 
often states, ‘It all started 140 
years ago when the Benedictine 
nuns got off the train,’” stated 
Bishop David Kagan during the 
public announcement on Sept. 
7. “This is an historic time for 
Catholic education in central 
North Dakota. I want to thank 
the thousands of people who have 
contributed through prayer and 
generosity today, and especially to 
Ken and Marilyn Keller for their 
belief in Catholic education.” 

Light of Christ Catholic Schools capital campaign
achieves major campaign milestone

Photo by Deacon Joe Krupinsky
Nearly 1,000 people were on hand to witness the historic groundbreaking at the site of the new St. Mary’s Central High School. With shovels were (l to r): Gerald Vetter, LOCCS president; 
Reed Ruggles,  SMCHS principal; Fr. Jared Johnson, SMCHS chaplain; Bishop Kagan; Msgr. Tom Richter, Rector of the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit; Lauren Botsford, SMCHS student 
council president; and Dr. Ron and Ruth Knutson, land donors of the new campus site.

Continued on page 8
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The month of October is 
traditionally dedicated 
to Respect Life and to 

the Most Holy Rosary. We 
Catholics see an essential 
connection between honoring 
Our Most Blessed Mother, 
Mother of God and Mother 
of the Church, and praying 
for an end to the intrinsic 
evils of abortion, euthanasia, 
artificial contraception and 

racism. Of course, it is always 
and everywhere a spiritual and 
temporal good to pray for an end 
to these terrible evils by asking 
Our Blessed Mother’s fruitful 
intercession before the throne of 
her Divine Son. Jesus listens to 
His Most Beloved Mother.

When we pray the Holy 
Rosary, whether we pray the 
Joyful, Sorrowful, Luminous 
or Glorious Mysteries, we are 
accompanying Our Blessed 
Mother as she follows Jesus 
through His earthly life fulfilling 
the will of Our Father. It is said 
that the Rosary is the “poor 
man’s Bible.” This means that 
to know and pray the mysteries 
of the Rosary is to enter into the 
life and times of the Incarnate 
Son of God. It is no wonder that 
the Holy Rosary is one of the 
most popular and frequently 
offered prayers that Catholics 
use to increase and strengthen 
their faith. It is such a powerful 
and efficacious prayer that we 
can offer either in private or 
in public, and while having a 
month in the year dedicated to it 
is a very good thing, we should 
make praying the Holy Rosary a 

regular and, if possible, a daily 
part of our prayers.

Since this month of October 
has been designated as Respect 
Life month, there is no better 
way to support the true Respect 
Life cause than to pray the 
Holy Rosary. When we seek 
in all sincerity and truth the 
intercession of Our Blessed 
Lady, the Mother of God, to 
truly change the hearts and 
minds of all who see these 
intrinsic evils as goods and even 
human rights, we are doing a 
very good work of mercy and 
charity. When we pray the Holy 
Rosary, seeking Our Blessed 
Lady’s assistance in the cause 
of life, we need to ask Her to 
obtain for us the actual graces of 
courage and charity as we pray 
and work for the restoration 
in our nation of that essential 
respect for all human life from 
its first moment of conception to 
its natural death.

We see that Our Blessed 
Mother’s intercession with 
Her Beloved and Divine Son is 
having the desired outcome. 
More and more abortion mills 
are closing, more and more 
Americans are concluding that 
abortion is a true evil, those 
who promote the ideology and 
the culture of death through 
abortion, euthanasia, and other 
artificial means of degrading 
human life and human 
dignity are being exposed 
and marginalized. However, 
as encouraging as these 
developments are, we need to 
persevere in our prayers and to 
act with courage and charity on 
what we pray for.

Please keep this month of 
October special in your personal 
daily life and in your family lives 
by praying the Holy Rosary, 
by praying for a return to the 
objective truth of the inherent 
dignity and worth of every 
human being living inside and 
outside of the womb. To respect 
and protect human life, we must 
first give love and respect to the 
Author of all human life.

Bishop  David D. Kagan
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S. Matthew pray for us pray for our Church.
He left all immediately to have all, Jesus and 
His life. Are we willing to do the same.

Bishop David Kagan
@VescovoDDK

Following

Call upon Our Blessed Mother’s intercession BISHOP’S 
SCHEDULE 

OCTOBER 2017
FROM THE BISHOP

Bishop David D. Kagan

Oct. 1 • Confi rmation at 
Church of the Little 
Flower, Minot, 
11 a.m. 

Oct. 3 • Blessing and 
Installation of Abbot 
Daniel Maloney, OSB, 
Assumption Abbey 
Church, Richardton, 
10:30 a.m. MT

Oct. 8 • Confi rmation at the 
Church of St. Joseph, 
Dickinson, 
10:30 a.m. MT

Oct. 12 • Kenrick-Glennon 
Seminary Board of 
Trustees meeting, 
St. Louis, Missouri

Oct. 13 •  World Wide 
Children’s Holy Hour, 
Church of St. Mary, 
Bismarck, 1 p.m.

Oct. 15 • Confi rmation at the 
Church of St. John, 
Minot, 10:30 a.m. 

 • Confi rmation at 
Church of Our Lady 
of Grace, Minot, 
2 p.m.   

Oct. 16 • White Mass, 
Cathedral of the Holy 
Spirit, Bismarck, 
5:30 p.m.   

Oct. 17 • Real Presence Radio 
interview, 9 a.m. 

Oct. 19 • Diocesan Youth Rally 
Mass, University of 
Mary, Bismarck 
4:30 p.m. 

Oct. 22 • Confi rmation at the 
Church of St. James, 
Sherwood, 11 a.m. 

Oct. 24 • Annual Region VIII 
Tribunal meeting, 
Ramkota Hotel, 
Bismarck, 12 p.m.

Oct. 29 • Confi rmation at the 
Church of St. Joseph, 
Williston, 1:30 p.m.  

Photo by Jerry Anderson, University of Mary
Bishop Kagan blessed the new Marian grotto at the University of Mary campus during 
the recent ribbon cutting and grand opening celebration of the university’s Lumen Vitae 
Center. Joining him were Fargo Diocese’s Bishop Folda (far left) and Msgr. James Shea, 
University President.
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By Amanda Evinger
Getting children fascinated with 

sacred music may not be as tricky 
as one would think.

“Children respond very well to 
chant, and it comes to them so 
easily,” said Fr. Wayne Sattler, 
pastor of the Church of St. Anne 
in Bismarck. “Sometimes children 
may not feel that they can sing, 
but they fi nd that they can chant. 
It is an easy melody that is catchy 
and attractive to them. It may not 
be the most fl ashy, but when it is 
introduced to them at a young age, 
they understand it.”

This August, a Chant Camp 
session was held at St. Anne’s. It 
was attended by 52 children ages 
seven to 17. Each camp day began 
with a gathering game, followed 
by vocal warm-up exercises, and 
the praying of the Litany of the 
Saints. The campers were then 
split into three different choirs for 
rehearsals. Each choir had special 
music in preparation to sing 
for the weekend vigil Mass (the 
culminating activity of the camp), 
some of which was in Latin. The 
camp also included time for 
snacks, recess, and lessons on 
topics such as the liturgy and the 
history of sacred music. The camp 
concluded with awards and prizes, 
for accomplishments like “smooth 
tone” and “joyful expression.” 
This encouraged each of them to 
strive to give their best during the 
camp week and work on virtues 
specifi cally needed as singers for 
holy Mass.

The camp session was directed 
by Lillian Bielinski, who works 
at St. Anne’s, assisting with the 
children’s choirs and singing and 
playing the organ for Masses. 
Lillian holds a Master’s Degree 
in Sacred Music. Sara Schuster, 
Director of Music at St. Anne’s, 
also helped to coordinate the 
camp, along with the help of the 
following University of Mary 
students: Madeline Schueller, 
Dominick Goettle, Anne Storick 
and Abigail Landsteiner.

“During the week, the children 
learned about the order of 
the Mass and the history of 
Gregorian Chant, and even had 
the opportunity to compose their 
own chants,” Lillian said. “One of 
my favorite moments of the week 
was when the youngest choir, the 
Cherubim (ages 7-9), sang their 
chant compositions for each other. 
I was amazed with their creativity 
as many of the children picked 
beautiful prayers such as ‘Jesus, I 
trust in You’ or entire Bible verses 
and sang them with melodies that 

musically emphasized the most 
important words.”

Brad and Christa Wiederholt 
are grateful that their sons, 
Samuel, 10, and Gabriel, 8, had 
such an impressionable experience 
at Chant Camp. 

“It was great to see our children 
having fun with such an ancient 
and beautiful part of our faith,” 
Christa said. “We also loved that 
our children had the opportunity 
to be with the camp leaders, who 
love their Catholic faith and love 
singing. We feel that it was a 
wonderful experience for them to 
sing the Latin chants during the 
Mass. And, since they both study 
Latin for school, it was good to see 
them use the language in such a 
meaningful way.”

In the end, the campers walked 
away with an invaluable gift—that 
of becoming well acquainted with 
a musical language that speaks the 
words of Mother Church herself. 

“Chant Camp offered so much 
to the children as well as the 
leaders,” Lillian shared. “We give 
the children great music, and we 
see how far they can go with it. I 
feel it is so essential for children to 
be exposed to chant because it is a 
treasure of our Catholic faith. As 
the documents of Vatican II state, 
Gregorian Chant is ‘of inestimable 
value, greater than that of any 
other art.’ It is a music exceedingly 
praised by our Church as a means 
to unite and elevate us in prayer.”

Most importantly, learning 
more about Gregorian Chant also 
helps children draw nearer to 
Christ, their eternal friend, who 
continually offers Himself in the 
Sacrifi ce of the Mass.

“In general, knowing how 
to sing Gregorian Chant gives 
children a way to participate more 
fully in the Mass,” Lillian said. 
“Furthermore, I think Chant gives 
our children a sense of the sacred 
and formation in Catholic culture. 
I loved witnessing the campers 

enthusiasm for music and their 
love for God and each other. It 
was a joy to spend a week singing 
together!”

Father Sattler observed, “What 
a sad mistake it would be to 
somehow regard Gregorian Chant 
as an ancient relic of the Church.”

He went on to explain how “to 
this day the General Instruction 
of the Roman Missal (GIRM) 
continue to instruct us on how ‘the 
main place should be given, all 
things being equal, to Gregorian 
chant, as being proper to the 
Roman Liturgy.’ (41) And that ‘it 
is desirable that they know how to 
sing together at least some parts of 
the Ordinary of the Mass in Latin.’ 
(41) The desire of the Church 
remains clear. Gregorian Chant is 
the music written particularly for 
the sacred liturgy, and Latin is the 
language of the Universal Church.”  

In an article on St. Gregory 
the Great, Fr. Prosper Gueranger 
explains: The Roman Liturgy, 
which owes to him [St. Gregory 
the Great] some of its fi nest 
Hymns, may be considered as his 
work, at least in this sense, that 
it was he who collected together 
and classifi ed the prayers and rites 
drawn up by his predecessors, 
and reduced them to the form, 

in which we now have them. He 
collected also the ancient chants 
of the Church, and arranged 
them in accordance with the 
rules and requirements of the 
Divine Service. Hence it is, that 
our sacred music is called the 
Gregorian Chant, which gives 
such solemnity to the Liturgy, and 
inspires the soul with respect and 
devotion during the celebration of 
the great Mysteries of our Faith. 

Father Sattler refl ected on how 
true he found this to be in his 
fi rst pastoral assignment when he 
taught the children how to chant 
the Latin propers of the Mass. The 
parents soon commented on how 
their children were all chanting 
the “Sanctus”, and “Agnus Dei” at 
home, and were very excited when 
it came time to implement it at 
Sunday Mass.” The Chant Camp 
hosted at St. Anne’s these past two 
years has proven to bear the same 
fruit, it serves to further engage 
the children in the Liturgy.

There’s hope to host the chant 
camp again next August. For 
more information, email Lillian 
Bielinski at lillianbielinski@gmail.
com or call Sara Schuster at St. 
Anne’s parish offi ce at 701-223-
1549. 

 

Dominick Goettle stands before a group of children at Chant Camp.                                                                           Photos by Deacon Joe Krupinsky

A group of children practice during Chant Camp at the Church of St. Anne in Bismarck in 
August.

(r-l) Gloria Maertens, Annika Martel, Mary Storick and Emily Storick took part in Chant 
Camp.

Chant Camp instructors were (l-r): Madeline Schueller, Lillian Bielinski, Abby Landsteiner, 
Sara Schuster, Anne Storick and Dominick Goettle.

Elevating their voices
Children take part in chant camp
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As October is designated as 
“Respect Life Month,” our hearts 
and minds are called to the 
attention of a pressing need in 
your midst. That need exists in the 
areas where life is preserved and 
protected at its earliest stages—the 
three pregnancy clinics in our 
diocese. While the overall cultural 
response to a crisis pregnancy 
is to remove the pregnancy, the 
Christian response, the loving 
response, is removing the crisis 
instead. 

Volunteers developed a facility, 
known as FirstChoice Clinic, 
to provide for the prenatal and 
postnatal needs of women in 
Fargo in 1984. In 2010, their 
services were expanded to a 
Bismarck location. The services 
and people utilizing them at 
the new location surged, and 
the diocese soon welcomed two 
more clinics to assist those in 
need—Dakota Hope Clinic in 
Minot in 2013 and Badlands 
Choice Clinic in Dickinson in 
2015. All three were born out of 
the conviction that underserved 
women needed help, and they 
continue to provide the people of 
the diocese with great love and 
dedication for the families who 
walk through their doors. All three 
clinics currently offer pregnancy 
testing, ultrasound, decision-
making services, and pregnancy 
education and support—every 
service for free. All focus on the 
needs of the client as a whole, 
including aspects such as medical, 
emotional, educational, material, 
and spiritual, during and after the 
pregnancy itself.

Dakota Hope Clinic, in their 
four short years, has scheduled 
more than 2,000 client 
appointments, serving the needs 
of more than 518 individual clients 
who are primarily in their 20s and 
often have no health insurance. 

“About 70% of those tested 
have a positive pregnancy test 
and about 50% are at risk for 
choosing abortion,” Director Nadia 
Smetana said. “In our culture 
today, abortion has become 
the ‘top of the mind’ response.” 
Smetana said these young women 
face additional pressures due to 
unhealthy relationships, lack of 
support from the baby’s father 
and not wanting to disappoint 
those they love. They also struggle 
with other life issues such as 
lack of housing, career pressures 
and fi nancial concerns related 
to the costs of raising a child. 
This resonates with the sobering 
statistic that 84% of women who 
end up having abortions  nation-
wide felt pressured into doing so.

This pressure can evolve into 
instant regret, which is why 
FirstChoice Clinic is thrilled to 
share that earlier this year, staff 
assisted a client in reversing the 
effects of the RU-486 medical 
abortion pill, and a few months 
later, helped welcome that little 
one into the world. The healthy, 
nine-pound infant boy’s arrival 
happened through the brave 
mother’s change of heart and 
assistance from FirstChoice Clinic. 

According to Denise Cota, 
Fargo nurse manager, the client 

had been confl icted over her 
decision to abort her child through 
medical means, and began having 
more doubts after ingesting one 
of three pills given to her by the 
abortion clinic. She had previously 
sought out FirstChoice Clinic for 
counseling, and had exchanged 
numbers with Denise, whom she 
texted to ask whether it was too 
late to change her mind. 

“We connected her with our 
medical director, Dr. Richard 
Vetter, who was able to counsel 
her on the reversal of the pill,” 
Denise explained. “By the next 
morning, we had her prescription 
called into the pharmacy, and 
an ultrasound scheduled at our 
clinic. And soon, we had the joy 
of witnessing the beautiful visual 
of a baby with a heartbeat safely 
tucked into his mother’s womb.” 

Angela Wambach, FirstChoice 
executive director, said the 
coordination that helped 
bring about the reversal was a 
tremendous achievement. She 
added that the abortion-pill 
reversal was the fi rst that they 
know of in North Dakota, and that 
she hopes that by sharing about 
this successful outcome, others 
will know it’s possible to save a 
baby’s life this way with prompt 
attention. 

Also, the staff at FirstChoice 
has been excited to introduce a 
new class series to supplement the 
“Earn While You Learn” parenting 
education program. The “Life 
Skills” program, which happens 
in a class-like setting, brings not 
only education to clients, but 
the chance for clients to connect 
with one another and have an 
opportunity to develop a sense of 
community through the clinic. 

“When a baby comes, the lives 
of our clients are changed,” Angela 
said. “The Life Skills classes 
provide an opportunity for them 
to connect with other families, 
other women in a similar situation 
in life, and we see friendships 
and connections made with one 
another.” Community members 
with expertise to offer in these 
classes is encouraged to contact 
FirstChoice for more information. 

The scope and focus of 
Dickinson’s Badlands Choice 
Clinic is likewise growing. Having 
booked 450 appointments since 
opening in November of 2015, the 
clinic has been paying particular 
attention to national trends, 
local needs, and the needs of 
millennials, and has discerned to 
add sexual health services to what 
they currently provide. 

“Sexual health includes 
pregnancy, and has pregnancy at 
its heart,” noted Katie Vidmar, 
Badlands Choice Clinic Executive 
Director. She explained that 
expanded sexual health services 
allows staff to educate and 
build relationships with a core 
demographic—sexually-active 
teens and young adults. 

“It’s about relationships,” said 
Marlo Nelson, Badlands Choice 
Clinic Board President. “We 
believe that sexual health services 
are key for reaching millennials, 
who tend to be more skeptical. 
Expanded services, along with 

accreditation with nationally 
recognized and respected medical 
groups, verify our credibility as 
true medical clinics,” Nelson said. 

Vidmar added, “If teens already 
know and trust the care we’ve 
provided them through sexual 
health services, we’ll be their fi rst 
call if they think they might be 
pregnant.”

To begin implementing the 
sexual health model, Badlands 
Choice Clinic is partnering 
with the international women’s 
health organization FEMM, 
which focuses on fostering “body 
literacy” so young women can 
track their health, understand 
the risks of sexually transmitted 
infections (STIs), and take charge 
of their fertility.  

“The FEMM program gives 
our staff the in-depth knowledge 
needed to truly be the ‘sexual 
health experts’ in our community, 
and is already opening doors in the 
public junior high, high school and 
college,” said Vidmar. Badlands 
Choice Clinic is also planning for 
an initial expansion of medical 
services to include STI testing and 
treatment in early 2018.

In another effort to head off 
the issue of unplanned pregnancy 
upstream, Badlands Choice Clinic 
is partnering with Dickinson 
Trinity High School on an event 
aimed at empowering parents 
to talk to their teens about sex. 
On Thursday, Nov. 2, at 6:30 
p.m. parents and community 
members are invited to the Black 
Box Theater at Dickinson Trinity 
for “The Whole Sex Talk.” This 
ecumenical event features a team 
of local educators, youth ministers, 
and medical professionals in an 
interactive panel discussion on 
how issues of sexuality impact 
local teens. A free will offering will 
be taken.  

Dakota Hope Clinic in Minot 
also provides services such as male 
advocacy (separate services for the 
father of the baby) and testing and 
treatment for certain STIs. First 
Responder training, available to 
churches and other organizations, 
helps others learn to respond 
with compassion and grace to 
people impacted by an unintended 

pregnancy. “If fi nancial resources 
allow, we hope to take the message 
of sexual integrity that we teach 
to clients out into the community 
to parents, churches and schools,” 
Director Smetana said. “We want 
to reach students in time to help 
them make healthy choices in their 
relationships.” 

With so many exciting new 
and continued services to reach 
those in most desperate need of 
assistance, all three clinics need 
the faithful’s help through prayers 
and fi nancial blessings. Contact 
the clinic nearest you, donate 
online or attend one of their 
fundraising events.

—Staff  report 

Building relationships and changing lives
Three pregnancy clinics in the diocese serve those in need

How can I help?
FirstChoice Clinic, Bismarck (fi rstchoiceclinic.com): Supporters 
can attend the “Friends Night Out” event, which will take place 6:30 
to 8:30 p.m., on Tuesday, Nov. 7 at the Ramkota in Bismarck. The 
event will feature guest speaker Gianna Jessen, who survived an 
attempt at a saline abortion as a baby, and now travels throughout 
the country to witness to life. Invitations will be mailed to past 
participants and others on the FirstChoice mailing list, but all are 
welcome to attend. To register for this event, contact Shelle at 
shelle@fi rstchoiceclinic.com or 701-751-4575. 

Dakota Hope Clinic, Minot (dakotahope.org): All are invited to 
the annual Festival of Trees on Saturday, Nov. 18, at the Minot 
Holiday Inn. Open to the public, this festive occasion features hors 
d’oeuvres, live music, a silent auction, raffl e, and the evening’s 
highlight—a live auction of beautifully-crafted, individually 
decorated Christmas trees. Tickets are $20 in advance (contact the 
clinic) or $25 at the door. You can fi nd them on Facebook and at 
701-852-4675. 

Badlands Choice Clinic, Dickinson (badlandschoiceclinic.com): 
Donations can be made online and all are invited to consider a 
monthly donation through the “Give for 12” sustaining gift program. 
Their signature event, its annual fundraising banquet, will be held 
Thursday, March 8, 2018. 

   

CLERGY 
APPOINTMENTS 

Bishop of Bismarck
David D. Kagan,
D.D., P.A., J.C.L.

The following offi  cial 
appointments have been made by 
Bishop David D. Kagan, D.D., P.A., 
J.C.L.

The Reverend 
Boniface Muggli, 
OSB, at the 
presentation 
of the Right 
Reverend Abbot 
of Assumption 
Abbey and 
the canonical 
confi rmation of The Most 
Reverend Bishop of the Diocese 
of Bismarck, is appointed to 
be Chaplain for Annunciation 
Monastery, Bismarck, North 
Dakota, and eff ective Friday, 
September 1, 2017.

The Reverend 
Thomas J. 
Grafsgaard, 
Parochial Vicar 
for the Church 
of Saint Anne, 
Bismarck, North 
Dakota, to be 
also the fi rst 
Chaplain for the Legatus Chapter 
for the Diocese of Bismarck, and 
eff ective Thursday, September 14, 
2017.

Rev. Thomas J. 
Grafsgaard

Rev. Boniface Muggli, 
OSB
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By Patti Armstrong
The stark contrast between 

a brutal de-humanizing 
concentration camp in Dachau, 
Germany and the respect for all 
humanity at the Shrine of Our 
Lady of Lourdes in France was 
part of a pilgrimage/retreat that 
41 faculty members from the 
University of Mary’s School of 
Health Science attended this past 
August.  

The 11-day “Dignity of the 
Human Person” pilgrimage was 
inspired by University President, 
Msgr. James Shea, to impress 
faculty and ultimately students, 
with a deep respect for life. “I 
wanted them to see what happens 
when medical science turns 
away from the care of the human 
person, then I wanted them to 
see what happens when it turns 
towards the dignity of people,” 
Msgr. Shea explained. 

Lourdes is especially dear to 
him; a place he has visited many 
times, including many years ago to 
discern if he should be a candidate 
for the job of university president 
and a year ago to take the architect 
of the school’s own Lourdes-
inspired grotto.

Taking the entire department 
that is specifi cally dedicated to 
caring for people, came about 
through the generosity of a group 
from Palm Springs that belongs 
to Legatus, a Catholic Leadership 
organization. Msgr. Shea had been 
leading a retreat for them every 
summer and shared with them his 
dream for such a pilgrimage. The 
Legatus group offered to pay the 
expense of the trip if they could 
come along.

“Being faculty in the school 
of health sciences in a Catholic 
University, the dignity of the 
person has always been at the 
forefront of our thought,” Dr. Jodi 
Roller, Dean, School of Health 
Sciences, explained. “Through the 
pilgrimage, every feeling about 
human dignity became more 
profound.” 

With 900 professional students 
that will interact with these 
pilgrims, Roller said that the 

minds and hearts of students 
who are their successors in health 
care will also change. “It will have 
an exponential effect on today’s 
cultural mindset,” she said.

The group began in Paris, seeing 
an art display and a museum 
on the history of medicine, then 
travelled to the hills of southern 
Germany to Eichstatt, the home of 
St. Walburga’s Abbey. The Abbey, 
which will celebrate its 1000th 
anniversary in 18 years, is one 
of 36 Benedictine monasteries 
including our own Annunciation 
Monastery. The pilgrims joined 
the sisters for vespers and Mass 
and were blessed by the liquid 
known as St. Walburga oil that has 
fl owed from the saint’s bones for 
over 1,000 years. 

The defilement of humanity
From Eichstatt, they went to a 

concentration camp in Dachau and 
learned of the horrors that had 
been infl icted on those deemed 
inferior by the Nazis, such as Jews 
or enemies of the state such as 
Catholic priests who spoke the 
truth. The pilgrims heard about 
medical experiments infl icted 
on prisoners, walked through 
the barracks, and saw the room 
prisoners were gassed to death in 
and the two crematoriums that 
burned their remains. 

William Littlefi eld, an instructor 
with the university’s Emerging 
Leaders Academy, described 
Dachau as profound. “I tried 
to emotionally and spiritually 
place myself in the mindset 
of a prisoner;” he said. “Upon 
entering the gates of Dachau, I felt 
this overwhelming sensation of 
stillness and darkness surround 
my very being.”

Every step of the way, he 
said they witnessed inhumane 
conditions such as the prisoners’ 
barracks with three levels of 
wall-to-wall bunk beds. Each 
bed held four prisoners with no 
space between beds and neither 
insulation nor ventilation. 

Upon seeing images of 
prisoners, Littlefi eld said he was 
overwhelmed. “Words cannot 
describe the looks of sorrow and 

shame on these 
prisoners.” he 
said. “Seeing 
their sunken 
eyes, as well as 
literally every 
bone in their 
bodies was 
depressing. We 
were shown a 
photo of killed 
prisoners 
thrown together 
in a pile. Many 
of us from our 
group lost it 
at this point 
because it was 
simply too much 
to take in all 
at once. These 
victims didn’t 
even look like 
humans; they 
looked like piles 
of bone and 
skin.”

That experience, according to 
Littlefi eld, impressed on everyone 
just how fragile our human rights 
are and how crucial it is for those 
rights to be protected. “Members 
of the School of Health Sciences 
here at the University of Mary 
have a great responsibility moving 
forward,” he said. “We must 
understand how important it is 
for us to gently shape and form 
not just the minds, but also the 
hearts of our future healthcare 
leaders.” He noted the importance 
of ethics in healthcare. “If we do 
not properly form our youth, we 
will simply repeat what the Nazis 
did all those years ago.”

Healings at Lourdes, France
The next day, the group visited 

the Nuremburg courtroom 
where those responsible for the 
Holocaust were tried. From there 
they went to Lourdes, France, 
stopping for Mass in Toulouse at 
the tomb of St. Thomas Aquinas, 
the patron of universities and 
students.  

They stayed in Lourdes for 
fi ve days. Some of the time was 
spent in direct service to the 
sick and disabled pilgrims who 
come to bathe in the miraculous 
spring, which was revealed to 
St. Bernadette Soubirous during 
an apparition in 1858. Each day, 
the group joined thousands from 
around the world in Eucharistic 
procession led by people in 
wheelchairs and stretchers and 
the candlelight rosary procession 
every evening. 

Dr. Alessandro de Franciscis, 
the medical offi cer and president 
of the Medical Findings Offi ce 
in Lourdes, spent time lecturing 
the group and led them on a tour 

through the hospital. 
As medical professionals, the 

group could be inducted into the 
medical bureau.  They had the 
opportunity to hear a case history 
of a reported miraculous cure 
and meet the man. The group was 
asked to vote on whether the case 
should move forward for further 
investigation. It was a unanimous 
“yes” based on the mandatory 
criteria: a diagnosed incurable 
disease with a permanent, 
spontaneous cure, and no natural 
explanation. There have been only 
69 miraculous cures the Church 
has offi cially attributed to the 
water at Lourdes.

By the end of the Lourdes 
experience, before returning 
home, Roller said the entire 
group shared how deeply touched 
the whole experience had been. 
“These pilgrims have internalized 
thoughts about human dignity in 
a more profound way,” she said. 
“Teaching about human dignity 
will become more explicit in our 
mission.”

Deeper respect for life
Faculty take part in dignity of the human person pilgrimage

Submitted photos
School of health sciences faculty with Msgr. James Shea and Fr. Robert Shea in front of the 
Sacre Coeur (Basilica of the Sacred Heart) in Paris.

The crematory ovens at the concentration 
camp in Dachau, Germany are a stark 
reminder of the profound horrors that 
occurred there.

Father Robert Shea giving the homily at a Mass in the grotto.
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Fall festivals in the Bismarck DioceseFall festivals in the Bismarck Diocese
Sacred Heart
Location: Wilton (Memorial Hall)
Date/time: Oct. 1, 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
Menu: Homemade roast beef dinner, mashed 
potatoes, corn, salads, buns and pie 
Cost: Adults $10, children 4-10 $5, children 3 and 
under free
Includes: pumpkin walk, Chinese auction, bingo 
starting at 1:30 p.m.

St. Anthony
Location: St. Anthony 
Date/time: Oct. 1, Noon 
Menu: Fried chicken, roast beef, potatoes, kuchen 
and trimmings 
Cost: Adults $10, children 3-12 $5, children under 
3 free
Includes: Verein Hall activities from 12:30 to 4 
p.m. of bingo, silent auction, paddle wheel and 
other games, ending with drawings for parish and 
Christian Mothers raffl  es. St. Anthony Church is 
now handicap accessible.

St. Mary
Location: Richardton 
Date/time: Oct. 1, 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. MT
Menu: Ham, homemade potato salad, candied 
carrots, homemade knoephla soup, and apple pie
Includes: craft booth, cake walk, bingo, raffl  e, 
games, lottery wheel

Sts. Peter & Paul
Location: Strasburg 
Date/time: Oct. 1, 4:30 p.m. 
Menu: Fried chicken, country style sausage, rice 
dressing with all the trimmings, homemade pies 
and desserts
Cost: Adults (grade 7 and up) $12, children (grades 
K-6) $6; preschool $2
Includes: parish marketplace, bingo, raffl  e

St. Mary
Location: Bismarck 
Date/time: Oct. 8, 4 to 6 p.m. 
Menu: Turkey, dressing, mashed potatoes, gravy, 
green bean casserole, cranberries, dinner rolls, 
pumpkin and apple pie, beverages

Cost: Adults $10, children ages 3-8 $4
Includes: silent auction during dinner

St. Katherine
Location: Braddock 
Date/time: Oct. 8, 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
Menu: Chipped beef, mashed potatoes, 
gravy, hamburger rice, coleslaw, corn, relishes, 
homemade buns and pie
Cost: Adults $12, children ages 6-12 $6, age 5 and 
under free
Includes: silent auction, bingo at the community 
hall from 6:30-9 p.m., and raffl  e

St. Pius V
Location: New Salem 
Date/time: Oct. 8, 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
Menu: Chicken and roast beef, mashed potatoes, 
gravy, vegetable, salad, buns and pies
Cost: Adults $10, children ages 4-12 $5, ages 4 and 
under $1 
Includes: children’s carnival, cake walk, raffl  e, bake 
sale, silent auction and gift shop. Polka Mass at 10 
a.m. (central)

Christ the King
Location: Mandan
Date/time: Oct. 14, 5-7 p.m.
Menu: Cheese buttons, kraut nip, country-style 
sausage, German potato salad, borscht, kuchen, 
lemonade and coff ee
Cost: Adults $12, $6 for children, $3 for hot dog 
meal
Includes: Quilt auction begins at 6:30 p.m. with 
the raffl  e drawing throughout dinner and the quilt 
auction. Meal tickets can be purchased ahead of 
time after weekend Masses or anytime at the parish 
offi  ce.

St. Nicholas
Location: Garrison 
Date/time: Oct. 15, 4:30 – 7 p.m. 
Menu: Roast beef, pork, mashed potatoes, gravy, 
coleslaw, vegetables, dessert

St. Theresa
Location: Carson
Date/time: October 15, 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. MT

Menu: Sausage, fl eischkuekle, strudels, kraut nip, 
knoephla and borscht soup, salads, desserts
Cost: Adults $10, Children 3-12 $5, Under 3 free
Includes: Silent auction, children’s games, raffl  e 
drawing, bingo following meal

St. Joseph
Location: Dickinson 
Date/time: Oct. 21, 4:30 p.m. 
Menu: Kraut and dumplings, sausage, pork 
chops with dill sauce, oven-browned potatoes, 
baked apples, carrots, pickles, sour cream twists, 
beverages
Cost: Adults $12, children (4-18) $8, ages 3 and 
under free 
Includes: silent auction, bake sale, wine/beer pull

St. John the Apostle
Location: Minot 
Date/time: Oct. 29, 11 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Menu: Roast beef, mashed potatoes, gravy, corn, 
coleslaw, rolls, pumpkin dessert, beverage
Cost: Adults $10, children $5 

St. John the Baptist
Location: Beach
Date/time: Oct. 29, 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Menu: Roast beef, ham and all the trimmings
Cost: Free will off ering
Includes: Silent auction

St. Anne
Location: Bismarck
Date/time: Oct. 29, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Menu: Egg bake breakfast
Cost: Free will off ering
Includes: Bake sale and raffl  e prizes hosted by the 
Marthas and Marys 

St. Mary
Location: New England
Date/time: Nov. 5, 5-7 p.m. and Nov. 6, 11 a.m.-1:30 
p.m. MT
Menu: Saturday - Turkey and all the trimmings and 
Sunday – fried chicken and roast beef
Includes: bingo, raffl  e, silent auction, baked goods, 
games for children

By Jolene Obrigewitch, 
Home On The Range 
Development Director

This time of year, many of the 
farmers are harvesting. Their 
hope is to reap the seeds that were 
sown. At Home On The Range 
(HOTR) we often plant the seeds, 
but sometimes don’t see the fi nal 
spiritual growth, development 
and harvest until years after the 
children leave here.

The staff in our spiritual 
department often say they can 
only plant the seeds. We are 
often reminded of the parable 
in Matthew 14. As sowers, we 
recognize our children so often 

may resemble the soils Jesus talks 
about in the passage—the birds 
that may eat the scattered seeds, 
rocky places, thorny grounds, or 
good soil.

The spiritual department offers 
different ways to plant the seeds, 
praying it will take root and grow. 
There are many opportunities: 
prayer groups, bible study, 
retreats, SEARCH or attending 
church services on a regular basis. 

There are many others who also 
act as sowers, not just the staff 
in the spiritual department. All 
the staff at Home On The Range 
offer encouragement and praise, 
congregations will pray for our 
young adults or invite them to help 
with activities within their church, 
volunteers come out to minister or 
speak, and community members 
encourage the children to be 
involved in school, community 
events, and other special events.

One female resident noted, 
“When I fi rst got to HOTR I 
didn’t care what anyone said. 
I’m gonna do what I want and 
nobody can tell me different. Now 
that I’ve been here long enough, 
I have come to realize I need to 
fi x and heal myself before I can 
do anything else. I have matured 
into the great young woman I 
know I can be. I have found the 
light at the end of my tunnel. I am 
thankful for all those staff who 
have cheered me on and have had 
positive infl uences on me. I also 
appreciate those who support me 
in my beliefs and decisions. I have 
forgiven those who have hurt me 
and it feels relieving that I have 
found God again.” 

One student, who was very 
much involved with the spiritual 
department, shared a Bible 
scripture that meant a lot to him. 
It came from Romans 7: 15-25. 

He then said, “What this 
means to me is that I cannot do 
what is in my wants, desires, 
and needs. Through my fl esh, 
I cannot do what I want. It is 

my spirit that I can do the good 
that is needed. I can’t do things 
on my own. Through God all 
things are possible, and with Him 
and through Him, I can use the 
potential I have to live well.”

Another female resident added, 
“I never really knew a lot about 
God and I’m still learning and 
always will be. I go to Chapel 
almost every week and go to 
church every Sunday. I try to go 
to bible study and prayer group 
whenever I get the chance. I never 
really went to church growing 
up and when I did it wasn’t for 
the right reasons. But now I go 
because I want to learn more 
about God and what He has done 
for me and what he continues to 
do for me every day. I’m trying to 
get it to where I can sing in front 

with the worship team and I’m 
really excited about it too. I want 
to thank God for everything He 
has done for me without me even 
knowing it. And I fully believe 
in the saying “God doesn’t put 
you through anything you can’t 
handle.” 

We are all sowers of the seeds 
that are planted in the boys and 
girls here. We respectfully ask 
for your continued prayers for 
the children and staff; and ask 
that you consider prayerfully a 
donation to support the Home On 
The Range.

Home On The Range is a special 
project supported by the North 
Dakota Knights of Columbus. 
Home On The Range is licensed 
to care for 40 boys and girls, ages 
12 – 19. The facility is under the 
Auspices of the Catholic Diocese 
of Bismarck and is located in 
western North Dakota near the 
town of Sentinel Butte. For more 
information, or to make a tax-
deductible contribution to the 
spiritual department, go to www.
hotrnd.com.

We are all sowers

But the seed falling on 
good soil refers to someone 

who hears the word and 
understands it. This is the 

one who produces a crop, 
yielding a hundred, sixty or 
thirty times what was sown.
                              Matthew 14: 23

Holy Father’s Prayer 
Intentions for October

Universal: Workers and the Unemployed. 
That all workers may receive respect and 
protection of their rights, and that the 
unemployed may receive the opportunity 
to contribute to the common good.

“For that which I do I allow 
not; for what I would, that 
do I not; but what I hate, 

that do I” 
                                 Romans 7:15.
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On August 6, on the 
Transfi guration of the Lord, 
Maria Huber made her fi rst 
monastic profession. She is now 
Sister Maria, a Benedictine Sister 
of Annunciation Monastery, 
Bismarck. Sister Maria, 27, is the 
oldest of seven children in her 
family that lives in Strasburg. 
Sister Maria answers some 
questions about her love of God, 
her monastic community, and 
family.

Q: What are the most 
powerful or rewarding things 
you learned during your 
novitiate year?

As a novice, I experienced the 
everyday life in the monastic 
community in a deeper way. 
I think I will really miss the 
consistent schedule I had during 
the novitiate year, because it has 
a rhythm to it and it is grounding. 
I seem to function better with 
a schedule. I will miss being 
sacristan for Mass, because this 
made me feel even more a part of 
the Mass.

The novitiate taught me how to 
balance my life better and how to 
cope with stress or events around 
me. I have really found value in 
journaling and doing art to relax 
and get centered.

I appreciate the support of the 
sisters during my year as a novice. 
Having been through the novitiate 
themselves, they understand the 
challenges and the joys that come 
with it. The sisters prayed for me 
and encouraged me. They shared 
stories and occasionally brought 
me little gifts to brighten my day. 
I really got to experience what it 
means to be “community.” My 
novice director, Sister Agatha 
Muggli, was a wonderful resource 
for me, as were all of the sisters 
who taught me various aspects of 
Benedictine life and spirituality. 
I look forward to this next step 
with Sister Susan Lardy, who is 
director of sisters in fi rst monastic 
profession. 

Surprisingly, being without a 
phone during the novitiate was 
nice. I missed not talking to my 
friends and family, but it was a 
good break from technology. Now 
that I have a cell phone, I’m going 
to try to not be so attached to the 
phone. 

Q: How do you, and your 
family members, feel about 
the fact that you are now 
called “Sister” Maria. 

Ever since I was a little girl, I 
have felt drawn to God, the saints, 
and to Church. Attending the 
University of Mary helped solidify 
my call. I minored in theology and 
was active in campus ministry. 
I also got to know the Sisters of 
Annunciation Monastery. Each 
step brought me closer to God and 
becoming a sister. 

I’m still getting used to the 
“Sister” part! At home everyone 
calls me Maria, except the locals 
in town who exclaim, “Hi Sister!” 
My sister, Mary, asked if she has 
to call me Sister Maria.  Of course, 
they can call me Maria. And I 
think my sister, Laura, knew I’d 
become a sister even before I did! 
My mom said she is proud to be 
the mother of a sister. That is 
really nice!

Q: What do you like to do in 
your free time?

Well, the fi rst thing I did 
after making my fi rst monastic 
profession is visit my family. We 
picked and froze beets and carrots, 
visited my brother and sister-in-
law at their new house, shopped, 
had water balloon fi ghts and spent 
time in the pool. I did some baking 
and cooking and we even hosted a 
few of the sisters for a fun day at 
my parents’ house. 

I enjoy spending time with 
friends, going to events with the 
sisters, and doing art. I’m super 
excited to be back in my ministry 
as a full-time teacher’s aide for 
pre-K students at St. Anne’s 
Elementary School. 

Q: What excites you about 
the future as a Benedictine 
Sister of Annunciation 
Monastery?

It’s exciting to be surrounded 
by the love and support of the 
sisters. Our prayer life is rich 
and affi rms this is where God 
has called me to be. We continue 
to have women discern their 
vocation with us, I pray we get 
more vocations. It’s nice to 
have the Benedictine Volunteer 
Program, too. This program offers 
an opportunity to experience our 
life and perhaps, lead women to a 
religious vocation.  Speaking from 
experience, God still calls!

—Submitted information

Meet the newest sister
Maria Huber makes her fi rst profession

Submitted photo 
(l-r) Sisters Agatha Muggli, novice director; Maria Huber; Prioress Nicole Kunze; and 
Susan Lardy, director of women in fi rst monastic profession, gathered at Sr. Maria’s fi rst 
profession.
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We teach our young children all sorts of ways to keep 
themselves safe. We teach them to watch the hot stove, to 
look both ways before they cross the street, to buckle their 
seatbelts, and to wear helmets when riding their bikes. But, 
more often than not, body safety is not taught until much 
older — until sometimes, it is too late. They think kids are too 
young. It is too scary. But it is never too soon, and it doesn’t 
have to be a scary conversation. Here are things 6 things that 
could help your child be less vulnerable to sexual abuse:

1. Talk about body parts early.

Use proper names for body parts, or at least teach your 
child what the actual words are for their body parts. Feeling 
comfortable using these words and knowing what they mean 
can help a child talk clearly if something inappropriate has 
happened.  Tell your child matter-of-factly that no one should 
touch their private parts and that no one should ask them to 
touch somebody else’s private parts.

2. Tell your child that body secrets are not okay and they will 
never be in trouble if they tell you a body secret.

Most perpetrators will tell the child to keep the abuse a 
secret. Tell your kids that no matter what anyone tells them, 
body secrets are not okay and they should always tell you if 
someone tries to make them keep a body secret.

3. Tell your child that no one should take pictures of their 
private parts.

This one is often missed by parents. Tell your kids that no one 
should ever take pictures of their private parts.  Also tell them 
that that it’s not okay to send pictures of their private parts to 
anyone either.

4. Have a code word your children can use when they feel 
unsafe or want to be picked up.

As children get a little bit older, you can give them a code word 
that they can use when they are feeling unsafe. This can be 
used at home, when there are guests in the house or when 
they are on a play date or a sleepover.

5. Tell your child that a body touch might tickle or feel good.

Many parents and books talk about “good touch and bad 
touch,” but this can be confusing because often these touches 
do not hurt or feel bad. Use the term “secret touch,” as it is a 
more accurate depiction of what might happen.

6. Tell your child that these rules apply even with people 
they know and even with another child.

This is an important point to discuss with your child. When you 
ask a young child what a “bad guy” looks like they will most 
likely describe a cartoonish villain. You can say something like, 
“Mom and dad might touch your private parts when we are 
cleaning you or if you need cream — but no one else should 
touch you there. Not friends, not aunts or uncles, not teachers 
or coaches. Even if you like them or think they are in charge, 
they should still not touch your private parts.”

For more information on keeping kids safe, 
call (701) 323-5626.

Teach Your Child Skills to 
Prevent Sexual Abuse

PROTECTING OUR CHILDREN
The Diocese of Bismarck is fi rmly committed to the health and protection 

of our children, young people and vulnerable adults. With the hope of healing 
the pain and suff ering from sexual abuse in the Catholic Church, we encourage 
anyone who has suff ered from this abuse to please come forward and let 
us know. To report allegations of sexual abuse, please contact: Dale Eberle, 
Chancellor, Diocese of Bismarck, PO Box 1575, Bismarck, ND  58502-1575.  
Phone: 701.223.1347 or 1.877.405.7435. The complaint form and policies can 
be found on the diocesan web site at http://www.bismarckdiocese.com.

CODE OF PASTORAL CONDUCT
The Catholic Church must be exemplary: Clergy, staff , whether diocesan 

or parish, and volunteers are held accountable for their behavior.  To enable 
the highest level of accountability, there must be a clear and unambiguous 
defi nition of appropriate behavior. To this end, this Code of Pastoral Conduct 
is defi ned for the Diocese of Bismarck and it provides a foundation for 
implementing eff ective and enforceable standards for all personnel. View the 
Code of Pastoral Conduct at http://www.bismarckdiocese.com.
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Shovels with special meaning
Each shovel at the groundbreaking ceremony had a special purpose. 

Each represented a group of people that has contributed to the success of 
the capital campaign. They included: Gerald Vetter, President of LOCCS, 
representing staff, teachers and administration; Reed Ruggles, Principal 
of SMCHS, representing staff, teachers and administration of SMCHS; 
Fr. Jared Johnson, Chaplain of SMCHS, representing past, present and 
future chaplains; Bishop David Kagan, President of Light of Christ board 
of directors, representing the Catholic community of the diocese; Msgr. 
Thomas Richter, Vice President and Chairman of the Light of Christ Board 
and Rector of Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, representing the five pastors 
of the Bismarck Catholic community; Lauren Botsford, SMCHS Student 
Council President, representing the student body; Dr. Ron and Ruth 
Knutson, donors of the land, representing  contributors beyond the Catholic 
community; and the community shovel, representing all who have sacrificed, 
prayed and donated for the project. 

Ken and Marilyn Keller (left) and Dr. Ron and Ruth Knutson were honored as 
major donors to the project. The Knutson’s donated the land and the Keller’s 
recently announced a donation to build the Our Lady of Victory Chapel on the 
campus.

Light of Christ Catholic Schools achieves major campaign milestone

Bishop Kagan blesses the land and those in attendance at the Mass and 
groundbreaking event on Sept. 17.

Fr. Josh Waltz, Fr. Jared Johnson, Msgr. Tom Richter, Bishop Kagan and Fr. Jordan Dosch 
celebrated Mass at the new site of the SMCHS.

Children brought forth the gifts and handed them to Fr. Jared Johnson 
during Mass at the future site of the SMCHS.

Altar servers (l-r) Trey Zent, Ben Wood, Cole Gendreau, Trysten Ruhland, Joseph Richter 
stand with Fr. Jared Johnson.

Members of the SMCHS choir took part in the Mass.

Members of the Light of Christ Catholic Schools faculty and staff were on hand to celebrate 
the groundbreaking.

Above, Bishop Kagan addresses the crowd during the campaign announcement 
event on Sept. 7 at SMCHS. At right, Fr. Jared Johnson, SMCHS Chaplain, leads 
the crowd in prayer.. Standing behind him are: Ken and Marilyn Keller, Bishop 

Kagan, Vern Dosch, capital campaign chair, and Gerald Vetter, LOCCS president.

Ken and Marilyn Keller made a sizable donation to the 
“Keep the Promise” campaign to fund the Our Lady of 
Victory chapel at the new St. Mary’s Central High School. 

Our Lady of Victory Chapel – Outside

Our Lady of Victory 
Chapel – Inside

Photos by Deacon Joe Krupinsky
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“Thank You for your
generous support of the

2017 God’s Share Appeal.”

DEANERY 1 - BISMARCK AREA
   TOTAL RESPONSE PARTICIPATION
 PARISH GOAL GIFTS RATE RATE

Ascension, Bismarck $111,841.00 $137,284.50 53% 49%
Cathedral, Bismarck $254,628.00 $348,274.68 48% 44%
Corpus Christi, Bismarck $256,364.00 $250,989.28 48% 45%
St. Anne, Bismarck $168,693.00 $189,323.49 50% 47%
St. Mary, Bismarck $139,559.00 $102,187.00 43% 41%
St. Hildegard, Menoken $27,304.00 $35,080.00 62% 58%
St. Bonaventure, Underwood $12,769.00 $9,195.00 65% 62%
Sacred Heart, Wilton $13,315.00 $10,090.00 63% 62%
St. Catherine, Turtle Lake $7,953.00 $6,510.00 75% 75%
St. Edwin, Washburn $13,296.00 $12,172.50 48% 48%
St. Mary, Hague $9,865.00 $7,754.00 50% 46%
St. Paul, Hazelton $8,284.00 $8,841.00 52% 50%
St. Anthony, Linton $41,558.00 $31,847.50 51% 49%
St. Michael, Linton $6,457.00 $10,728.00 100% 100%
Sts. Peter & Paul, Strasburg $22,242.00 $20,463.00 73% 72%
St. Katherine, Braddock $8,541.00 $4,160.00 53% 53%

If you have not yet made your donation to the
2017 God’s Share Appeal but would still like to support 

Bishop Kagan’s ministry, you may do so by sending 
your donation to: 

God’s Share Appeal, PO Box 1137,
Bismarck, ND 58502-1137

or by clicking on the “Gifting Opportunities” tab
at bismarckdiocese.com.

A Special Thank You to our Parish Leadership
Priests, chairpersons, secretaries, and all the individual 

campaign volunteers who gave so freely of their time and
talent to make the annual God’s Share Appeal a huge success.

2017 God’s Share Appeal
“Your Every Act Should Be Done With Love.” 

- I Cor. 16:14

DEANERY 2 - MANDAN AREA
   TOTAL RESPONSE PARTICIPATION
 PARISH GOAL GIFTS RATE RATE

St. Joseph, Beulah $42,048.00 $39,999.00 47% 44%
St. Theresa, Carson $10,565.00 $5,315.00 49% 45%
St. Martin, Center $11,239.00 $6,850.00 44% 41%
St. Vincent, Crown Butte $7,746.00 $9,873.00 67% 67%
St. Lawrence, Flasher $13,791.00 $14,650.00 55% 54%
St. Peter, Fort Yates $3,588.00 $3,400.00 12% 12%
Sacred Heart, Glen Ullin $30,761.00 $28,079.50 103% 82%
St. Martin, Hazen $29,335.00 $28,136.00 44% 43%
St. Martin, Huff $5,725.00 $8,784.00 69% 69%
Christ the King, Mandan $79,549.00 $75,390.17 54% 51%
St. Joseph, Mandan $119,867.00 $94,158.50 40% 37%
Spirit of Life, Mandan $122,620.00 $246,305.50 43% 40%
St. Pius, New Salem $16,468.00 $12,550.00  43% 43%
St. Gertrude, Raleigh $6,381.00 $3,605.94  76% 76%
St. Anthony, St. Anthony $9,183.00 $9,270.00  44% 42%
St. Philomena, Selfridge $1,824.00 $1,105.00  50% 50%
St. Elizabeth, Cannon Ball $243.00 $100.00  33% 33%
St. James, Porcupine $856.00 $0.00  0% 0%
St. Joseph, Grant County $2,358.00 $4,690.00  100% 100%
St. Mary, Almont $3,533.00 $4,080.00  89% 83%
Sacred Heart, Solen $1,085.00 $645.00 50% 50%
St. Ann, Hebron $18,973.00 $15,032.50 101% 54%

DEANERY 3 - DICKINSON AREA
   TOTAL RESPONSE PARTICIPATION
 PARISH GOAL GIFTS RATE RATE

St. John, Beach $49,584.00 $31,301.50 75% 73%
St. Bernard, Belfi eld $50,263.00 $31,762.40  63% 60%
Queen of Peace, Dickinson $127,147.00 $95,697.00  46% 42%
St. Joseph, Dickinson $89,102.00 $76,877.00  49% 48%
St. Patrick, Dickinson $75,781.00 $75,781.00  58% 55%
St. Wenceslaus, Dickinson $87,018.00 $87,018.00  46% 45%
St. Thomas, Gladstone $4,574.00 $5,310.00  66% 66%
St. Mary, Golva $20,671.00 $12,087.75  91% 86%
St. Paul, Halliday $7,763.00 $7,190.00  72% 69%
St. Joseph, Killdeer $32,439.00 $64,100.00  70% 67%
St. Elizabeth, Lefor $7,734.00 $3,175.00  50% 47%
Sts. Peter & Paul, New Hradec $6,774.00 $7,103.00  76% 71%
St. Mary, Richardton $27,289.00 $25,266.50  56% 53%
St. Mary, South Heart $14,837.00 $19,269.00  67% 65%
St. Mary, Medora $3,533.00 $1,986.66  86% 86%
St. Stephen, Stark County $3,637.00 $4,860.00  70% 70%
St. Charles, Bowman $30,610.00 $35,049.50 64% 54%
Holy Trinity, Hettinger $21,045.00 $15,842.50  46% 42%
St. Vincent, Mott $24,663.00 $19,524.00  56% 55%
St. Mary, New England $29,831.00 $23,559.77  58% 56%
St. Henry, Regent $10,977.00 $9,330.00  71% 67%
St. John, New Leipzig $3,001.00 $3,570.00  45% 45%
St. Mary, Marmarth $5,661.00 $9,820.00  22% 22%
St. Mel, Rhame $5,069.00 $7,975.00  68% 68%
Sacred Heart, Reeder $3,930.00 $7,940.00  81% 81%
Sacred Heart, Scranton $10,015.00 $5,835.00 45% 40%

2017 God’s Share Appeal Goal: ............ $3,257,000
2017 Total Commitments:  ................... $3,319,233
Total Number of Donors:  ............................10,511
Figures as of September 1, 2017

DEANERY 4 - MINOT AREA
   TOTAL RESPONSE PARTICIPATION
 PARISH GOAL GIFTS RATE RATE

St. Nicholas, Garrison $29,106.00 $38,084.00  53% 51%
St. Mary, Foxholm $10,695.00 $8,963.84  44% 40%
St. Philomena, Glenburn $8,865.00 $7,260.00  56% 56%
St. Agnes, Kenmare $16,230.00 $8,837.00  53% 46%
Immaculate Conception, Max $5,714.00 $4,160.00  38% 38%
Little Flower, Minot $55,573.00 $52,708.00  61% 58%
Our Lady of Grace, Minot $146,228.00 $148,142.50  48% 46%
St. John, Minot $94,189.00 $72,683.98  52% 49%
St. Leo, Minot $117,408.00 $92,230.60  45% 43%
St. Jerome, Mohall $10,991.00 $16,385.00  67% 67%
St. Ann, Berthold $10,105.00 $8,605.00  75% 71%
St. John, Lansford $7,230.00 $8,010.00  68% 65%
St. Anthony, Donnybrook $4,399.00 $1,845.00  35% 30%
St. James, Sherwood $8,126.00 $6,110.00  58% 55%
St. Joseph, Bowbells $5,309.00 $5,235.00  61% 61%
Sacred Heart, White Shield $1,214.00 $700.00  20% 20%

DEANERY 5 - WILLISTON AREA
   TOTAL RESPONSE PARTICIPATION
 PARISH GOAL GIFTS RATE RATE

St. Patrick, Crosby $12,798.00 $14,170.00  55% 52%
St. Anthony, Mandaree $3,900.00 $1,320.00  28% 24%
St. Anthony, New Town $16,147.00 $32,357.00  57% 53%
St. Bridget, Parshall $7,583.00 $10,120.00  58% 55%
Holy Rosary, Stanley $33,712.00 $49,960.00  65% 62%
St. Thomas, Tioga $15,315.00 $11,300.50  61% 60%
Epiphany, Watford City $43,718.00 $28,275.00  43% 41%
St. Joseph, Williston $115,653.00 $116,429.00  38% 36%
St. John, Portal $6,787.00 $2,995.00  75% 69%
St. Luke, Noonan $5,493.00 $4,700.00  73% 73%
St. Boniface, Grenora $10,318.00 $20,000.00  100% 88%
St. Joseph, Twin Buttes $3,332.00 $2,400.00  14% 14%
St. Elizabeth, Makoti $4,051.00 $2,290.00  67% 61%
Sacred Heart, Plaza $3,585.00 $1,850.00  78% 67%
St. James, Powers Lake $6,994.00 $8,908.00  51% 49%
St. Michael, Ray $8,462.00 $7,027.00  70% 70%
Our Lady, Alexander $6,424.00 $12,860.00  33% 33%
St. John, Trenton $5,427.00 $5,210.00  33% 33%
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■ Parish Mission in Beach Oct. 8-12
The tri-parish communities of St. John the Baptist 
(Beach), St. Mary’s (Medora), and St. Mary’s (Golva) 
will host a parish mission with Fr. Ken Geraci on 
October 8-12 in Beach each evening from 7 to 
8:15 p.m. The mission theme is “Why Be Catholic?” 
The titles of his talks are: Sunday - “What Did Jesus 
Do-Church or Spirituality?;” Monday - “Why Do We 
Do That As Catholics?;” Tuesday - “Jesus the Divine 
Mercy;” Wednesday - “Two Obstacles to Healing;” and 
Thursday - “How to Pray the Mass.” A healing service 
will be held Wednesday evening and Mass on 
Thursday evening. There will also be opportunities 
for reconciliation each evening.  Everyone is 
invited. Call Wendy or Bobbie at 872-4153 or email 
at stjohn@midstate.net with questions.

■ Search weekends 
Search for Christian Maturity is a weekend retreat 
experience sponsored by the Catholic Diocese of 
Bismarck. The weekends are for anyone of high 
school or college age (at least 15 years old). Search 
weekends are held at the Badlands Ministries Camp 
just south of Medora. Upcoming weekends for 2017-
18 are: Oct. 13-15; Dec. 1-3; Jan. 19-21; March 2-4; 
and April 20-22. More information can be found at 
www.bismarckdiocese.com/search1.   

■ Mass at Carmelite Chapel Oct. 13
Twelve days after the Feast of St. Therese, is the 
100th Anniversary of the Miracle of the Sun at 
Fatima. October 13 was the fi nal day of Our Lady’s 
appearances, too. There will be a special Mass at 
7:30 a.m. in the Carmelite Chapel in her honor that 
day followed by Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
which will conclude with Benediction at 5 p.m. All 
are welcome. It is only when God has His rightful 
place in the lives of individuals, that society will 
be rightly ordered and that there will be respect 
for all human life; and it is then that the world will 
have peace.  This is what Our Lady came to tell us at 
Fatima.

■ Our Lady of Fatima Rosary Oct. 14
Join in the public rosary in honor of the 100th 
anniversary of the apparition of Our Lady of Fatima 
on Saturday, Oct. 14 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. It will be 
held (with permission) at the State Capitol grounds 
in front of the pioneer family statue. Come for this 
communal rosary, hear the story of Fatima and be 
counted among the faithful praying for each other 
and our country.

■ Trinity Catholic Schools Gala Oct. 14
Trinity Catholic Schools will be hosting their 17th 
annual fall gala on Saturday, Oct. 14 at the Elks 
Lodge in Dickinson. The evening’s theme is “Heroes 
or Villains.” The social begins at 5 p.m. with dinner at 
6:30 and silent and live auction to follow. Tickets are 
$60. For more information, call 701-483-6085 or go 
to www.TrinityCatholicschools.com.

■ Fatima celebration in Glen Ullin Oct. 15
Sacred Heart in Glen Ullin is hosting an anniversary 
celebration for Our Lady of Fatima. on Sunday, 
Oct. 15 from 3 to 7 p.m. The event will begin with 
Eucharistic Adoration followed by a talk from 
Nellie Edwards explaining her mission, book, and 
paintings. Supper will be served at 5 p.m. followed 
by a talk from Fr. Jason Signalness about Our Lady of 
Fatima and the World Apostolate of Fatima. Father 
is the chaplain of the Apostolate in the diocese. 
Nellie Edwards will be available for a book signing 
and have her paintings with her also. The talks and 
supper will be in the new Sacred Heart Parish Center. 
For more information, contact the parish offi  ce at 
701-348-3527 or Anissa Gartner at 701-934-0354.

■ White Mass Oct. 16
The public is invited to attend the Bismarck Diocese’s 
annual White Mass, which will be held on Monday, 
Oct. 16 at 5:30 p.m. at Cathedral of the Holy Spirit in 
Bismarck. The special Mass honors physicians and 
those involved in the medical fi eld.

■ Minot parish hosts play Oct. 18
St. Therese, Church of the Little Flower in Minot 
is hosting the stage production Sister Strikes 
Back on Wednesday, Oct. 18 at 7:30 p.m. at Ann 
Nicole Nelson Hall on the campus of Minot State 
University. Sister Strikes Back is the second show 
in the Late Nite Catechism series. Tickets for the 
one-night performance are $40 each and available 
at the church, online at www.brownpapertickets.
com/events/3066245 and at the door. Groups 
are welcome. For tickets or more information, 
contact Linda at the parish offi  ce 701-838-1520 or 
LittleFlowerFinance@srt.com.

■ Sister host live-in experience Oct. 21-22
The Benedictine Sisters of Annunciation Monastery, 
Bismarck, invite single women who are interested 
in learning about religious life to an “Ever Wonder?” 
vocation live-in experience Saturday, Oct. 21 at 
1 p.m. to Sunday, Oct. 22 at 1 p.m. This unique 
opportunity allows women to participate in the 
monastic community life of the Sisters. There is no 

charge, but pre-registration is required. Meals and a 
private room are included. For more info or to pre-
register, please call or text Sister Hannah Vanorny at 
(701)425-9734 or e-mail: hvanorny@gmail.com.

■ Mass for God’s Children Nov. 8
Bishop Kagan will off er a Mass for God’s Children at 
7 p.m., Wednesday, Nov. 8 at St. John the Apostle in 
Minot, for all the children that God has called to His 
arms directly from the womb or from the care of his 
or her parents before adulthood. All are welcome 
to attend, please join us in praying for these 
children and their families. If you would like your 
child or family remembered in the program, and/
or if your family would like to process a fl ower to 
the Mary statue to ask for her prayers for your child 
and family, register online at bismarckdiocese.com/
godschildren or contact Christie at 864-354-5046 
or ccollins@bismarckdiocese.com. 

■ Marriage encounter weekends
A Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend is a 
private weekend away from after distractions of 
daily life for couples in good marriages. Give your 
marriage this gift. The next available weekend is 
Nov. 10-12 in Medora. Early registration is highly 
recommended. For more information, visit ndwwme.
org or contact Rob and Angie at 701-347-1998.

■ Prayer Day Nov. 15 
Pro-life advocate Jeanne Mancini brings her 
message of “Pray and Work: Building a Culture of 
Life” to the free and popular annual Prayer Day 
celebration, Wednesday, Nov. 15 at the University 
of Mary. The event begins with a prayer breakfast 
at 8:30 a.m. in Chick’s Place, followed by Mancini’s 
keynote address in the adjacent and new Lumen 
Vitae University Center’s Founders Hall. The 
festivities conclude after the 11:30 a.m. Mass held 
in the Our Lady of the Annunciation Chapel. Those 
attending are strongly urged to register online 
by visiting www.umary.edu/prayerday, calling Ed 
Konieczka at (701) 355-8102, or emailing at umin@
umary.edu. 

■ WYD 2019
The 34th World Youth Day (WYD) will take place 
in Panama City, Panama, Jan. 22–27, 2019. The 
event will be hosted during the winter to avoid 
the country’s rainy season, which occurs in July 
and August— the traditional dates for WYD. The 
diocese’s Offi  ce of Youth and Young Adult Ministries 
will be coordinating a trip. Due to the timing of 
WYD 2019, the trip will only be off ered to those who 

UPCOMING EVENTS
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Video recordings of the conference keynote speakers will be accessible soon on 
the diocese website under the “Events” tab by clicking on “Presentations/Talks.”

Why Do Catholics pray the Rosary 
instead of just reading the Bible?

One hundred years ago this month the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, Mother of God, appeared for a sixth and decisive 
time to three shepherd children in Fatima, Portugal on 
Oct. 13 asking our now newly-canonized Saints Jacinta 

and Francesco and their cousin Lucia to do acts of penance and to 
pray the Holy Rosary to bring an end to World War I and to prevent 
further disasters in the world. 

She asked that at the end of each mystery of the Rosary, the 
faithful would all pray, “O my Jesus, forgive us our sins, save us 
from the fi res of Hell and lead all souls to Heaven, especially those 
who are in most need of thy Mercy.” During this last apparition, 
Our Blessed Mother produced an incredible miracle that tens of 
thousands of people, believers and nonbelievers alike, saw with 
their own eyes, the amazing Miracle of the Sun. But, why would 
Our Lady use such a momentous occasion to ask the children and 
all the faithful to pray the Rosary? Some might ask why Our Lady 
didn’t tell them to read the Bible? Isn’t reading the Bible more 
important than praying the Rosary?

To best respond to this question, one must be aware that the Bible 
and the Rosary are not opposed to each other, they’re not mutually 
exclusive. Without the Word of God there would be no Rosary, and 
praying the Rosary only magnifi es the Word of God in the soul. 

In fact, the prayers of the Rosary fi nd their very source and 
meaning in the Bible. The 20 mysteries of the Rosary are 
meditations on events or teachings found in the Bible. All three 
essential prayers prayed on the beads of the rosary use words 
that are written or fi nd their roots in sacred Scripture. The “Our 
Father” prayed at the beginning of each mystery are the words 
of the prayer Christ Himself taught His disciples (Matt. 6:9-13). 
The “Hail Mary” is the most common prayer in the Rosary and 

begins with the words of greeting to the Virgin Mary from the 
Archangel Gabriel and her cousin St. Elizabeth (Luke 1:28, 42). The 
Third prayer known as the “Glory Be” has its roots in the book of 
Revelation 4:8. 

The Holy Rosary makes absolutely NO obstacle to the Word of God. 
In fact, the Rosary makes the Word of God more apparent and 
allows us to fathom its depths and allows the soul to commune 
with The Word Himself. The Rosary doesn’t prevent the Word of 
God any more than plates or silverware prevent one from eating a 
meal. The Rosary places NO obstacle to the Word of God any more 
than a telescope obstructs an astronomer’s view of the heavens.

On Sept. 30, the Church celebrates the feast day of one of her 
greatest Scripture scholars St. Jerome. Perhaps the most signifi cant 
remark he made about the Scriptures was “Ignorance of the 
Scriptures is ignorance of Christ!” 

Saint Jerome was not mincing words. It is our duty as Christians 
to know the sacred Scriptures because understanding them is 
essential to knowing Jesus Christ. But, reading only the Scriptures 
does not mean I know Christ. Memorizing passages of Scripture 
and reciting them chapter and verse for all to hear may be a good 
practice, but it does not necessarily make one holy. Holiness can 
only come from Christ, and Christ can only be found in prayer. 

The Rosary simply and powerfully achieves this by the intercession 
of Our Mother Mary who knows Christ better than those who 
wrote the Bible. By pondering the Word of God with His Mother, we 
begin to know Christ.

We need the intercession of the Blessed Mother as much now as 
we did 100 years ago when she appeared to the young children at 
Fatima. She will show us her Son, the Word of God. Pray the Rosary 
every day. 

Ave Maria!

■ Fr. Gardner is pastor of St. Peter in Fort Yates and the Catholic 
Indian Mission, as well as the satellite parishes in Cannon Ball, 
Porcupine, Selfridge and Solen. If you have a question you were afraid 
to ask, now is the time to ask it! Simply email your question to info@
bismarckdiocese.com with the “Question Afraid to Ask” in the subject 
line.

Questions
I was afraid to ask

FR. JOHN PAUL GARDNER

A:
Q:
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I could not fathom 50 inches 
of rain in one year—much less 
at one time. So, as I watched the 
news of the hurricanes that hit the 
southern part of our homeland, I 
refl ected on my luck.

Yes, the lack of moisture in the 
Bismarck Diocese has affected 
everyone. But, the devastation of 
the drought is nothing like fi ve feet 
of water in your living room or the 
nursing home where loved ones 
and/or friends reside. 

We need water. The adult 
human body is 60% water. Water 
makes up 73% of the heart and 
about 83% of the lungs. 

So, as I watched with the 
images of the devastation from 
the impacts of Mother Nature, 
I thought, “Boy, am I lucky!” It 

is dry, but I am not cleaning up 
sewer water from my kitchen 
cupboards, digging holes to 
bury animal carcasses or similar 
pestilence-related events. 

In a way, I felt guilty because 
the amount of panic that has been 
generated by the dry conditions 
appears minimal when contrasted 
with people’s lives that seemed to 
fl oat back into the sea. In fact, I 
was downright thankful, which led 
to more guilt. 

My guilt was front and center 
as I went about preparing for the 
coming winter months checking 
cattle, baling straw, hauling hay, 
cleaning machinery or preparing 
corrals. Guilt is not necessarily a 
bad thing—if it causes me to act in 
a way that brings about penitence.

One of the ironies of the 
devastation from the weather 
extremes of this year has been 
that water—or lack of it—has 
been central to it all. The biggest 
irony for Catholic Christians is 
that water is the particle used in 
baptism. 

In that vein, I thought about my 
body being 60% water. I refl ected 
on how I need water, how my 
heart and lungs need water to keep 
me alive. The conclusion: I need to 
make sure I keep hydrated.

So, I asked myself, do I keep 
my soul “hydrated?” Do I make 
sure that I make full use of the 
sacraments, which are available 
to me where I can receive God’s 
graces to “hydrate” my soul? 

Am I making the conscious 

choices to receive the sacraments 
of reconciliation and Eucharist 
regularly? Do I fulfi ll the 
commitments of the sacraments 
of baptism, confi rmation and 
marriage in the same way that God 
calls me?

I need to do so because I need 
the graces of all the sacraments. 
They are the “water” for eternal 
life. Care to join me?

■ Odermann lives with his wife, Leona, on 
the family farm in Billings County. They 
are members of the Church of St. Patrick 
in Dickinson and assist with eucharistic 
celebrations there as well as at the Churches 
of St. Bernard (Belfi eld) and St. Mary 
(Medora).

JAMES  ODERMANN

Keep your soul hydrated

Ag Attitudes

CHAD PROSOSKI

What does Catholic Charities do, anyway?  

Guest Column

Before I joined Catholic Chari-
ties a couple years ago, I didn’t re-
ally know what it did either.  Like 
perhaps many of you I had maybe 
heard of people adopting through 
Catholic Charities, but that’s all 
I knew. I didn’t know about the 
AASK program, or Guardian-
ships for adults with intellectual 
disabilities, or all the Counseling 
Services offered. I didn’t know 
that Catholic Charities provided 
numerous volunteers to sandbag 
during the fl ood in Fargo and over 
$1,000,000 in assistance to those 
affected in Minot. I’m guessing 
most other people didn’t know 
about these programs either. My 
hope (and observation) is that 
the level of awareness is greatly 
improving through events such as 
Catholic Charities Sunday. Howev-
er, there are still too many people 
in need who don’t know about us, 
and many others still waiting who 
are counting on us.

This Sept. 23-24, we celebrated 
our third Catholic Charities Sun-
day. The idea was new to us, but 
not an original idea. A number of 
dioceses in the United States cel-
ebrate a yearly Catholic Charities 
Sunday (or even a Catholic Chari-
ties Month) to raise awareness and 
support with a second collection. 
Catholic Charities North Dakota 
and its counterparts elsewhere are 
blessed to have a close relationship 
with and receive benefi ts and as-
sistance from the national Catholic 
Charities USA organization, but 
we remain independent as a sepa-
rate nonprofi t organization. The 
funds raised are used to support 
our programs locally. 

We were formed through the 
Fargo Diocese, parishes and mem-
bers, and are a living expression of 

our faith in action and living out 
the Lord’s call to love our neigh-
bors in the world today. For over 
90 years, Catholic Charities North 
Dakota has served members of all 
faiths with programs for children, 
families, individuals with intel-
lectual disabilities, and others in 
need of hope and healing. Each 
year, we serve over 2,000 people 
directly and touch the lives of 
countless more through education 
and outreach across the state.  

Our North Dakotan Bishops 
have called Catholic Charities 
one of the best kept secrets in the 
Church. This is great, except we 
shouldn’t be kept a secret! Of-
ten called “the social arm of the 
Church” we follow the Catholic 
Social Teachings as our mission 
states: Guided by our values, 
Catholic Charities North Dakota 
serves those in need and advocates 
for the common good of all. We 
do this by providing four primary 
programs, and other services such 
as disaster relief as needed.

The AASK program is a collabo-
ration between Catholic Charities 
North Dakota and Path ND, Inc. 
AASK fi nds permanent homes 
and stable families for children in 
foster care in the State of North 
Dakota child welfare system. Last 
year, 158 kids found their forever 
family. Over 40 North Dakota 
kids are looking for a family to call 
their own.

Our social workers meet with 
women and men experiencing 
an unintended pregnancy, offer-
ing them education and support 
including parenting resources 
and adoption information. Social 
workers also assist with families 
interested in adoption, offering 
options to adopt within the state, 

from out of state, and internation-
ally. Last year, 31 women experi-
encing unintended pregnancies 
were supported throughout their 
journey.

Our clinical therapists work 
with individuals, couples and fam-
ilies on relationship issues, stress, 
anger management, and anxiety or 
depression. Clients may receive as 
few or as many sessions as needed. 
Last year, 337 clients had hope re-
stored while struggling with life’s 
challenges. No one is turned away 
because they can’t pay.

Our professional staff serve as 
court-appointed guardians for 
adults with intellectual disabilities 
to ensure they have an appropriate 
place to live, receive proper medi-
cal attention and obtain necessary 
support services. Last year, 467 
adults with intellectual disabili-
ties received services to live their 

best life. However,103 adults with 
intellectual disabilities are still 
waiting to have their needs met.    

This year during Catholic Chari-
ties Sunday, we were excited to 
share a new, shorter video with 
you introducing our staff who do 
such great work. If you happened 
to miss the video, you can watch it 
on our website (www.catholicchar-
itiesnd.org) and share with anyone 
who might need our services.  

Our main message though, that 
we ask you to consider, is this: 
They count on us, can we count on 
you?

■ Prososki is the Director of Development 
and Community Relations for Catholic 
Charities North Dakota (CCND). For more 
than 90 years, CCND and its supporters have 
been putting their faith in action helping 
people and changing lives. Chad can be 
reached at info@catholicharitiesnd.org or 
701-235-4457. 

Catholic
Charities
North Dakota

for your 
support 

on 
Catholic 
Charities

North 
Dakota 
Sunday!

Thank you

If you missed our video, 
see it on our new website
CatholicCharitiesND.org
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Balancing Church & State
CHRISTOPHER DODSON

Catholic social doctrine takes a stand for all
Stephen Bannon, the former 

strategist for President Donald 
Trump, expressed strong 
opposition to the U.S. Catholic 
bishops’ position on Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals 
(DACA) program. Disagreement 
with the Catholic bishops by itself 
might not have been noteworthy. 
The reasons for his position, 
however, drew swift reaction from 
the offi ce of the U.S. Conference 
of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) 
and illustrate a fundamental 
misunderstanding about Catholic 
social doctrine.

Bannon, who made the 
comments during an interview 
taped for 60 Minutes, stated that 
when it came to DACA and other 
immigration issues the bishops 
were not expressing doctrine 
and that their motivation was 
only to fi ll pews with “illegal 
aliens.” Cardinal Timothy Dolan, 
whom Bannon specifi cally 
mentioned, called the statements 
“preposterous” and “insulting.” 
A spokesperson for the USCCB 
reacted with similar words 
and added that “welcoming 
immigrants is indispensable to 
our faith” and that to “suggest 
otherwise is absurd.” The USCCB 
statement explained that the 
“witness of the Catholic bishops 
on issues from pro-life to pro-
marriage to pro-health care to pro-
immigration reforms is rooted in 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ rather 
than the convenient political 
trends of the day” and is “based on 
fi delity to God’s word.”

One has to wonder which is 
more offensive, imputing to the 
bishops’ motives of economic gain 
or the arrogance to proclaim that 

he, rather than the shepherds 
of the church, know better what 
is and is not church doctrine. 
Offensiveness aside, the relegation 
of a core teaching of the church as 
something other than doctrine is 
the most pernicious. The moment 
a teaching is considered not 
doctrine, it is an easy step from 
there to diminish it to a mere 
opinion and then impute self-
interest by the church.

Catholic social doctrine is 
rooted in the universal dignity of 
the human person and the rights 
that fl ow from that dignity. The 
church’s interest in the public 
sphere is not self-interest. It is the 
interest of human persons whether 
they be Catholic, Protestant, 
Hindu, Muslim, or any faith or no 
faith.

I fi rst witnessed this 
misunderstanding over 20 years 
ago during my fi rst legislative 
session working for the North 
Dakota Catholic Conference. A 
proposed legislative change would 
have interfered with the right of 
churches and other nonprofi ts 
from posting signs along 
highways. When I testifi ed about 
the proposal, legislators assumed 
that I was concerned about a 
specifi c sign used by a particular 
Catholic parish. I assured them 
that I was not aware of any sign 
and that our concern was about 
the rights of all churches. Several 
legislators seemed unable to grasp 
my point and continued to think 
that if they got protections this 
particular sign—about which I had 
no idea—the Catholic conference 
would be satisfi ed.

That same year, I was asked if 
the conference was concerned that 

a particular proposal would be a 
burden to a particular Catholic 
hospital. I explained that it would 
not, but more importantly that 
the conference mission was about 
health care for all, not about 
keeping open Catholic facilities.  

And so it goes.
The Catholic bishops advocate 

for school choice because parents 
have a fundamental right to 
choose the educational setting 
for their children and because all 
children have an inherent right to 
an education.  We would advocate 
for school choice even if the state 
had no Catholic schools.

The North Dakota Catholic 
Conference opposes anti-religious 
law (anti-Sharia) bills, even if they 
were amended to protect Catholic 
canon law, because everyone 
should have their religious rights 
respected.

The conference supports 
refugee resettlement because 
of the church’s teaching on 
immigration, not because Catholic 
Charities of North Dakota receives 
funding for resettlement.  It 
doesn’t. 

It supports the common closing 
laws because communities need 
a shared time of recreation, not 
because it wants to make people 
attend church on Sunday morning. 
The claim, by the way, ranks up 
there with Bannon’s comments on 
the ridiculous scale.

The North Dakota Catholic 
Conference has long advocated for 
health care conscience rights for 
all and has resisted efforts to craft 
legislation that would give opt-out 
rights only for those procedures 
that Catholics usually oppose 
such as abortion and sterilization. 

Human rights 
belong to all 
health care 
workers, not just to those with 
lobbying infl uence.

The conference strenuously 
opposes “religious exemptions” 
that apply only if a church 
primarily serves its own adherents. 
People have the right to serve 
whomever they want.

Whether it is advocacy for the 
poor, health care for all, the rights 
of immigrants, protection of all 
human life, the importance of 
families, or care for God’s creation, 
the Catholic bishops, motivated 
by adherence to Catholic doctrine, 
engage in public policy not out of 
self-interest, but out of respect for 
the dignity of every human life. 
Against a world that is motivated 
by self-interest, Catholic social 
doctrine takes a stand for all 
human persons.   

One does not need to be 
Catholic, however, to recognize 
and respect the inherent human 
dignity of all persons. It is 
knowable by reason and should be 
the basis of all public policy.  
Once we ignore or fail to recognize 
this universal principle, we project 
our own motivations of self-
interest onto others. We assume 
that every person and institution 
is pursuing its own interest. We 
end up diminishing all public 
discourse. We end up diminishing 
ourselves.

■ Dodson serves as executive director of the 
N.D. Catholic Conference, the offi  cial liaison 
for the dioceses of Fargo and Bismarck in 
matters of public policy.

An article published in 2012 
in The Atlantic described the 
sexual practices of the Aka and 
Ngandu people who live in the 
tropical forests of central Africa.  
Researchers Barry and Bonnie 
Hewlett, anthropologists from 
Washington State University, 
found that married Aka and 
Ngandu men and women 
consistently reported having sex 
multiple times in a single night. 

They also discovered that 
practices of, and even the 
concepts of, homosexuality and 
masturbation appeared to be 
largely unknown to the groups: 
“In both cultures, men and 
women view sexual intercourse 
as a kind of ‘work of the night.’ 
The purpose of this work is the 
production of children—a critical 
matter in an area with a very 
high infant mortality rate. Semen 
is understood by the Aka and 
Ngandu to be necessary not only 
to conception, but also to fetal 
development. A woman who is 
already pregnant will see having 
intercourse as contributing to 
the health of her fetus. The Aka 
and Ngandu speak of sex as 
‘searching for children’… Said 
one Aka woman, ‘It is fun to have 
sex, but it is to look for a child.’ 
Meanwhile, a Ngandu woman 
confessed, ‘after losing so many 
infants I lost courage to have sex.’ 
Is the strong cultural focus on sex 
as a reproductive tool the reason 
masturbation and homosexual 

practices seem to be virtually 
unknown among the Aka and 
Ngandu? That isn’t clear. But 
the Hewletts did fi nd that their 
informants—whom they knew well 
from years of fi eld work—‘were not 
aware of these practices, did not 
have terms for them,’ and, in the 
case of the Aka, had a hard time 
even understanding about what 
the researchers were asking when 
they asked about homosexual 
behaviors.”

Modern-day Western societies, 
meanwhile, have adopted an 
alternative understanding of 
sexuality, one that leans heavily 
on adjectives like “pleasure-
seeking” or even “recreational,” 
quite distinct from the category 
of a “search for children.” They 
feature practices of contraception, 
male and female sterilizations, 
abortions, and the sanctioning 
of homosexual, masturbatory, 
and other non-procreative sexual 
behaviors. In earlier times, 
however, Western views more 
closely resembled those of the 
Aka and Ngandu, especially in 
recognizing the fundamental 
orientation of sexuality towards 
the good of offspring. The Catholic 
Church has long affi rmed that 
married love has a twofold 
signifi cance, being ordered 
both toward the good of the 
spouses and the procreation and 
education of offspring. Saint 
Thomas Aquinas once noted 
that nature intends, in broad 

strokes, not only the generation of 
children, but also their “carrying 
forth and promotion all the way 
to the perfect state of man as 
man”—in other words, both the 
engendering and conscientious 
raising of children. Recognizing 
this natural ordering towards 
“mature offspring” also points to 
certain natural inclinations that 
prompt men and women to protect 
and care for their children: we are 
inclined to have sexual relations; 
we are inclined to be certain 
that the child we are going to be 
committed to is our own, and to 
care for that child continually; and 
we are inclined to remain with 
the mother/father of that child, 
sharing a life of mutual assistance 
marked by true friendship in the 
commitment of marriage. Nature 
has given us these inclinations to 
serve the good of the species and 
our personal good. 

If human sexuality is properly 
understood as directed towards 
bringing forth life within marriage, 
this raises the possibility that 
other non-procreative uses of the 
generative power of man would 
constitute an inappropriate use 
of this human faculty, something 
the Christian tradition has 
affi rmed and commonly taught. 
Certain types of sexual activity 
have always been seen, to borrow 
the Latin phrase, as “contra 
naturam” (against nature), that is 
to say, performed in such a way 
that generation cannot follow. 

Among such 
practices 
would be 
included 
masturbation, sodomy, and 
bestiality. Certain other types of 
sexual activity, while not contrary 
to nature in that sense, are still 
opposed to the order of reason, 
because the act is done in a way 
that the due care and education 
of children is not provided for. 
This is implied, for example, when 
men and women who are not 
married to each other engage in 
sexual relations, as in situations 
of adultery, fornication, incest or 
sexual assault.

St. Thomas noted that the 
sexual act is one to which we 
humans, like all animals, are 
naturally inclined, and as such it 
would be a grave error to assert 
that the act could be evil in itself. 
Nevertheless, the manner in 
which the act takes place and the 
details surrounding it are essential 
to determining whether the act 
occurs in an authentically human 
way, that is to say, in a way that is 
“secundum naturam” (in accord 
with nature) and in accord with 
the dictates of reason. 
■  Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. earned his 
doctorate in neuroscience from Yale and did 
post-doctoral work at Harvard. He is a priest 
of the diocese of Fall River, MA, and serves 
as the Director of Education at The National 
Catholic Bioethics Center in Philadelphia. He 
also serves as a professor of bioethics at the 
University of Mary in Bismarck. 
See www.ncbcenter.org  

FR. TAD PACHOLCZYK

Making Sense out of Bioethics
Sex in accord with reason
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Sr. Jeanette Hinds, O.S.B.
Sister Jeanette Hinds, 93, 

a member of Annunciation 
Monastery, Bismarck, died 
Tuesday, Sept. 
5, 2017, at CHI 
St. Alexius 
Health. Mass 
of Christian 
burial was 
held Sept. 11 in 
the Chapel of 
Annunciation 
Monastery. 

Carolyn Ann 
(Sister Jeanette) was born Sept. 
30, 1923, Breckenridge, Minn., 
the third of three children of John 
and Victoria (Gumper) Hinds. She 
grew up in Wahpeton.

In 1946, she entered 
Annunciation Monastery and as 
a novice received the name Sister 
Jeanette. She made monastic 
profession on July 1, 1948.

She earned a bachelor’s degree 
in music and a master’s degree in 
music education. An elementary 

music teacher, she also gave 
private lessons on the piano 
and violin for 40 years. Sister 
Jeanette taught music in Catholic 
schools and parishes in Bismarck, 
Mandan and Dickinson. She will 
be remembered most for her 
presence and service at St. Mary’s 
School and Parish in Bismarck. 

In addition to teaching music, 
she was a church organist for more 
than 50 years. From 1987-97, she 
helped plan funeral liturgies. She 
was a St. Mary’s parish visitor at 
the two hospitals in Bismarck and 
Eucharistic minister at Sanford 
Health.

In 1980, she began playing the 
violin in the Bismarck-Mandan 
Symphony Orchestra. This was 
one of the great joys of her life. For 
about 30 years she performed with 
the orchestra.

Sister Jeanette is survived by 
a sister-in-law, Hilaria Hinds, 
Portland, Ore., cousins and 
the Sisters of Annunciation 
Monastery.

Obituary

Sr. Jeanette Hinds

Caring for your mind, 
body, and spirit

Catholic services 4 times a week

Ecumenical services weekly

Weekly Rosary services

Bible reflection

On-site spiritual care director, Sister Debra Berry

Call 701-751-5678 today to arrange a visit.

INDEPENDENT AND ASSISTED LIVING | BASIC CARE
LONG-TERM SKILLED NURSING CARE

SHORT-TERM REHABILITATION | OUTPATIENT THERAPY

4580 Coleman Street | Bismarck, ND 58503 | www.stgabrielscommunity.org

Guest Al Wolf visits with Father Jerry Kautzman

Newman Center fundraiser
Bismarck banquet is Oct. 5

Providing a home away from 
home is a major mission of 
the Newman Center on college 
campuses across the nation. 
Catholic campus ministry known 
as bisonCatholic at the St. 
Paul’s Newman Center on the 
campus of North Dakota State 
University in Fargo serves the 
next generation of Catholics as 
they venture away from their 
home parishes to attend school 
each year.

A fundraising banquet will be 
held in Bismarck on Thursday, 
Oct. 5 at the University of 
Mary. Keynote speaker is Mark 
Bartek, East Area Director with 
FOCUS (Fellowship of Catholic 
University Students). The event 

will be held in the dining facility, 
Chick’s Place, with the social 
beginning at 5:30 p.m. and 
dinner and program at 6:30 p.m.

The purpose of the fundraising 
banquet is to reconnect with 
past supporters and introduce 
new people to the ministry of 
the Newman Center that serves 
the 4,000+ Catholic students 
at NDSU. There is no charge, 
but those who attend will be 
offered the opportunity to make 
a fi nancial gift.

The local contact, Al Wolf, will 
serve as a table host at the event. 
He can be reached at 701-220-
0615 for more information or to 
reserve a seat.
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Sonia Mullally, Editor

Pro-life advocate 
Jeanne Mancini 
brings her message 
of “Pray and Work: 
Building a Culture 
of Life” to the 
free and popular 
annual Prayer Day 
celebration, Wednesday, Nov 15 at 
the University of Mary. 

The event begins with a prayer 
breakfast at 8:30 a.m. in Chick’s 
Place, followed by Mancini’s 
keynote address in the adjacent 
and new Lumen Vitae University 
Center’s Founders Hall. The 
festivities conclude after the 11:30 
a.m. Mass held in the Our Lady of 
the Annunciation Chapel.

To characterize Jeanne 
Mancini as the leader of the 
“pro-life generation” wouldn’t 

be overstating the infl uence she 
has on those million’s of young 
adults—ages 15 to 29—who have 
become the champions and the 
voices for the unborn and all 
who cherish the sanctity of life. 
She’d be the fi rst to proudly say, 
however, that it’s each one of 
them, who has become the face 
of the movement over the years 
since she became president of 
the March for Life Education and 
Defense Fund in 2012—the small 
national organization committed 
to restoring a culture of life in 
the United States, most notably 
through the annual March for Life 
in Washington, D.C. held on the 
anniversary of Roe v Wade. 

 Simply put, Mancini is their 
biggest cheerleader on a pro-
life playing fi eld that has many 

players—church organizations, 
clergy, religious groups, colleges 
across America, students at all 
levels and their parents, and many 
more. Many of them were present 
last January on the national stage 
at what many would regard as the 
largest, most successful and most 
powerful March for Life event in 
its history. Like she does every 
year, Mancini orchestrated it to 
perfection, from start to fi nish. 
Joining her were about a dozen 
special guests like Vice President 
Mike Pence and University of 
Mary student Katrina Gallic—all 
speaking at the pre-march rally 

on the mall of the Washington 
Monument, followed by the 
hundreds of thousands of them 
who marched down the streets of 
D.C. to the U.S. Supreme Court 
led by over 600 students from the 
University of Mary. 

The 2017 Prayer Day event is 
free and open to the public. Those 
attending are strongly urged to 
register online by visiting www.
umary.edu/prayerday, calling Ed 
Konieczka at (701) 355-8102, or 
emailing University Ministry at 
umin@umary.edu. 

—Submitted information

Prayer Day features leading pro-life advocate 
Public invited to event Nov. 15 at University of Mary

Jeanne Mancini 
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Mike Klabo, FIC
Strasburg

701-580-9036
michael.klabo@kofc.org

Mike Vetter
Minot

701-837-0135
michael.vetter@kofc.org

Don Willey, FIC
Bismarck

701-202-9089
don.willey@kofc.org

Pat Dolan, FICF
General Agent, Fargo

(701) 298-9922
patrick.dolan@kofc.org

Frank Greff, FICF, LUTCF
Dickinson

701-483-8839
frank.greff@kofc.org

Aaron Mahlmann, FIC, LUTCF
Bismarck

701-222-2755 
aaron.mahlmann@kofc.org

What are you worth to your family?
Help protect your life

with life insurance from the
Knights of Columbus.

L I F E  I N S U R A N C E    D I S A B I L I T Y  I N C O M E  I N S U R A N C E    
L O N G - T E R M  C A R E  I N S U R A N C E  R E T I R E M E N T  A N N U I T I E S

Call us 24/7                                                         508-340-9370 
Hablamos Español                                            855-842-8001 

www.proximotravel.com                              
anthony@proximotravel.com                         

Prices starting at $2,499 ~ with Airfare Included in this price 
from anywhere in the USA  

Several trips to different destinations: the Holy Land; Italy; 
France, Portugal, & Spain; Poland; Medjugorje, Lourdes, & 
Fatima; Ireland & Scotland; England; Austria, Germany, & 

Switzerland; Greece & Turkey; Budapest; Prague; Our Lady 
of Guadalupe; Colombia; Brazil; Argentina; Domestic  

Destinations; etc… 
 
 

We also specialize in custom trips for Bishops, Priests,  
and Deacons. 

Call Shelle at 701.751.4575 for reservations

Tuesday, November 7  Bismarck, Ramkota Hotel
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Featuring Guest Speaker Gianna Jessen
Visit www.teamfirstchoice.com to learn more

This special Mass honors physicians and 
those involved in the medical field.

Annual Diocesan

Monday, Oct. 16 • 5:30 p.m.
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit

You can learn more about the
Bismarck Catholic Physicians Guild,
a Charter Guild of the
Catholic Medical Association
on the diocese website at
bismarckdiocese.com/physiciansguild.

All are invited to attend!

White Mass
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