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The 2017-18 diocesan seminarians with Diocese Vocations Director Fr. Josh Waltz (front, center).

Meet your newest diocesan seminarians
The 27 men answering the
call to be Bismarck Diocese
seminarians come with a diverse
background of education and life
experience. This diversity adds
to the strength of character of
this group of ordinary men called
to become the extraordinary
ministers for Jesus Christ.
Two of the diocesan
seminarians—Dominic Bouck and
Jarad Wolf—were ordained to the
transitional diaconate this fall,
reaching the ﬁnal stages toward
ordination to the holy priesthood.
They are scheduled to be ordained
priests for the diocese on June 11,
2018. Deacons Bouck and Wolf
continue their studies in Rome
at the Pontiﬁcal North American
College, along with diocesan
seminarians Brandon Wolf,
Gregory Crane, Christian Smith
and Nick Vetter.
Studying for the diocese at
St. John Paul II Seminary in
Washington, D.C. are: Ryan
Martire, Grant Dvorak, Jake
Magnuson and John Windsor.
Several men attending KenrickGlennon Seminary in St. Louis
include: Mark Aune, Greg
Hilzendeger, Ben Franchuk,
Paul Gardner, Anthony Dukart,
Matthew Koppinger and Jacob
Degele. Men studying for the
diocese at St. John Vianney
Seminary in Denver are: Josh Hill,

Lucas Demers, Dustin Johns and
Steven Vetter. Studying at St. John
Vianney Seminary in St. Paul are:
Ben Wanner, Logan Obrigewitch
and Jacob Bennett.
Three new men joined these
ranks this fall—Isaiah Fischer of
Bismarck, Eric Artz of Minot and
Colton Steiner of Dickinson—
each beginning their ﬁrst year
of formation for the priesthood.
Fischer attends St. John Paul
II Seminary in Washington,
D.C. while Artz and Steiner are
attending St. John Vianney
Seminary in St. Paul.

Get to know our newest
seminarians
Isaiah Fischer is a member of
the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit
in Bismarck. He graduated from

Isaiah Fischer

St. Mary’s High School in 2014
and attended the University
of Mary for a time. He credits
his attendance at daily Mass
and Adoration as creating an
inseparable bond with Our
Lord. Over time, thoughts of the
priesthood entered his mind, but
he spent some time ﬁghting God’s
will. He grew tired of the “spiritual
limbo” and decided to follow God’s
call to join the seminary.
Q: How would you say your
Catholic education prepared you
to follow your vocation?
Isaiah: My Catholic education
has been a major reason that I
have a relationship with Jesus.
Having the opportunity to go to
Mass during the week as well
as spending time with friends
practicing their Faith really
transformed the course of my life.
The greatest inﬂuence that my
Catholic education had in making
me who I am has been through
the people who are living the Faith
there. They are the people who
made it desirable as they were
fulﬁlling their vocations. Jesus
moved my heart through the
faculty, particularly the priests.
Q: What led you to ﬁnally
submit to God’s will and join the

seminary?
Isaiah: Every time I have
struggled to accept His Will has
been a time when I have failed
to recognize the gift that He
was laboring to give me. Gifts
are very humbling and places of
vulnerability in both the giver and
the recipient. A true gift cannot be
reciprocated. There is a sacriﬁcial
oﬀering of oneself that no one else
can give because it stems from the
unique dignity of the giver.
This is something that was
deeply rooted in me on one
particular day that He gave
me the great grace of Himself
in the Eucharist. It is almost
unbelievable to see where He has
brought me this past year, but I
believe that from this particular
grace He has drawn me to
Himself by instilling in me a deep
gratitude. He is never outdone in
generosity. There are many things
that I am continually receiving
as I grow closer to Christ, but the
gratitude has been accompanied
by a desire to give everything
to Him. This is what led me to
discern the priesthood as well as
allowed me to be open to His Will
for my vocation.
Continued on page 8
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Bishop David D. Kagan

Resolve to become more like Him in the new year
FROM THE BISHOP

Bishop David D. Kagan
As this calendar year of 2017
ends and we enter into the
beautiful Christmas Season,
again our minds and hearts
renewed by our Advent prayers,
good works and acts of selfdenial, are filled with that joy
and peace only Our Lord Jesus
can and does give to each of us.
We recall with humble and
grateful humility what His first
coming to the world has already
done and as we approach a new
calendar year on January 1st,

that same sentiment fills us
with holy hope as we wait on
His second coming just as He
promised. While our new year
of grace and favor from the Lord
began on the First Sunday of
Advent, our calendar New Year
opens to us another opportunity
to allow the Lord to further
penetrate the lives of others
through us.
One way that this can happen
is for each of us to continue and
even increase what we have been
doing during Advent to prepare
ourselves for the Lord. Frequent
and perhaps daily Mass,
continuing our works of charity
and mercy to those who are in
need, and to continue some form
of real self-denial, all done for
the same love and honor of God
and carried over into the New
Year will have a transforming
effect not just on us but on those
with whom we live and work and
go to school.
In essence, it is our real
and sincere desire and will to
increase the habit of doing what
is good which virtue is, and that
makes a lasting difference on
us, on our society and culture,
and on the world. If we commit

BISHOP IN ACTION

ourselves to this as our New
Year’s resolution then we have
understood both Advent and
Christmas.
We all have made those
resolutions with the best of
intentions and for a variety of
reasons have not kept them. As
a new calendar year approaches,
I would like to suggest that we
make just one resolution which

we can keep if we choose and
that is to pray that the Lord
Jesus helps us to be more like
Him each day no matter our
circumstances. He will never
disappoint us and the more we
are like Him, the more virtuous
we will be.
May you, and all whom you
love, have a most Blessed and
Happy New Year!

BISHOP’S SCHEDULE
JANUARY 2108
Jan. 1

• Mass celebrating the Feast of the Solemnity of Mary, Cathedral of
the Holy Spirit, Bismarck, 8 a.m.

Jan. 6-12 • Region VIII Bishops Retreat, Sierra Madre, CA
Jan. 14

• Closing Mass, Church of St. Anthony, Donnybrook, 11 a.m.

Jan. 15

• Mass for March for Life Pilgrims, Cathedral of the Holy Spirit,
Bismarck, 10 a.m.

Jan. 16

• Real Presence Radio interview, 9 a.m.

Jan. 21

• ND Right to Life Rally, State Capitol Grounds, Bismarck, 2 p.m.

Jan. 24

• Mass at Church of Saint Anne, Bismarck, 8 a.m.

Jan. 25

• Light of Christ Board of Directors Meeting, Center for Pastoral
Ministry, Bismarck, 1:15 pm

Jan. 27

• Annual meeting with deacons and wives, Christ the King,
Mandan, 10:30 a.m.

Jan. 28

• Confirmation, Queen of Peace, Dickinson, 10 a.m. MT

Jan. 30

• Catholic Schools Week Mass, Trinity High School, Dickinson,
9:15 a.m. MT

Jan. 31

• Catholic Schools Week Mass, Cathedral of the Holy Spirit,
Bismarck, 9 a.m.
• Catholic Schools Know Your Faith competition, Dickinson Trinity
High School

Holy Father’s Prayer
Intentions for January
Evangelization:
Religious Minorities in Asia
That Christians, and other religious
minorities in Asian countries, may
be able to practise their faith in full
freedom.
Photo by Deacon Joe Krupinsky
The Catholic Daughters of the Americas Court #322 (made up of the 5 Bismarck parishes
and St. Hildegard’s in Menoken) celebrated their 100th anniversary with Mass on Dec. 10
with Bishop Kagan at the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit in Bismarck.
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Going from locking up criminals to freeing people’s souls
Father Fred Harvey reflects on his life before the priesthood
Editor’s note: This is the first
in a series of feature stories
about the lives and careers of
our diocesan priests before they
answered the call to their true
vocation—proving that God calls
from all walks of life.
By Patti Armstrong
DCA Writer
Father Fred Harvey, pastor of
Little Flower Church in Minot
has made a career of convicting
people, ﬁrst through the law and
now through the light of Jesus
Christ.
As a Deputy U.S. Marshal for
eight-and-a-half years, Harvey
used to track down criminals.
“Anyone wanted on a federal
charge, we arrested and put
them in custody,” he explained.
It was no small game of cat and
mouse. The fugitives included
bond jumpers, high proﬁle white
supremacists, drug runners
working for drug cartels, and high
proﬁle money launders which
included Charles Keating.
“At times, it was very dangerous
and I took diﬀerent routes to work
because some of those people
knew too much,” he said. Even
now, many years later, he does not
want to talk speciﬁcs. Hardened
criminals have long memories.
But, not everything was drama.
For instance, transporting U.S.
Supreme Court justices was
easy. After providing protective
transport for Justice William
Renquist to a hearing in Denver,
the judge would ask for Harvey by
name when he was in town for a
hearing.

Discontent grows
Life as a U.S. marshal was
exciting although hectic and
tense, but Harvey began longing
for something more. Tracking
down bad guys was good for the
safety of American citizens, but
what of the souls and well-being
of this troubled population? Such
concerns were not part of the job
description, however, or even
allowed.
The ﬁrst ﬂicker of discontent
began when Harvey watched
juveniles from Mexico trying to
help their families, end up facing
severe penalties. “They were
basically kids being asked to carry
backpacks across the border being
told, ‘We’ll give you this money if
you do that.’ They’d get caught and
spend years in juvenile detention
centers,” Harvey explained. “It was
a huge struggle for me, especially
dealing with kids from troubled
homes.”
Having come from a stable
home, Harvey knew what a
diﬀerence that made. He grew up
in Bismarck with loving Catholic
parents, Bob and Donna Harvey,
parishioners of Cathedral of the
Holy Spirit. His father had been
the Burleigh County sheriﬀ for 28
years.
After graduating with a degree
in criminal justice from Minot
State University, Harvey began
working for the Department
of Justice as a U.S. Marshal in

Denver, Colorado and then later
in Tucson, Arizona. It seemed to
be a good ﬁt. He bought a house
in Tuscan, was dating, and was
on track for a promotion. Yet,
something was missing.

True calling begins to surface
Harvey began volunteering to
help with the high school youth
group at his parish, Our Lady
of Sorrows. “Even though I’d be
tired from a long day of work,
after being with the kids, I’d ﬁnd
myself with more energy than
when I arrived,” he said. “I found
that doing things for other people
was what gave Him the greatest
amount of satisfaction.”
The youth group kids started
calling Harvey “Father” and other
youth leaders told him it seemed
like he should be a priest. The
attraction to the priesthood began
to grow despite contradicting his
original plan to get a master’s
degree, retire after 20 years, and
then go teach some of the street
smarts at universities.
During this time, a friendship
grew between Harvey and the
associate pastor Fr. Rudy. They
were around the same age and
enjoyed activities such as golﬁng
and going to the movies. Over
dinner one evening, after Harvey
shared this experience, Fr. Rudy
suggested the possibility that he
was being called to the priesthood.
“He advised me to pray about
what I should do,” Harvey said. “I
began going to adoration and God
started speaking to me.” The call
got stronger.
More months passed. A family
reunion to Bismarck, a day of
recollection back in Tuscan, a
strained relationship with his
girlfriend and hassles at work, kept
the momentum of his discernment
going. Harvey ﬁnally gave a call to
Msgr. Gerald Walsh, the Bismarck
Diocese Vocation Director at the
time. Coincidentally, Msgr. Walsh
had a trip planned to Tuscan, so
they met there in the fall of 1993.
As he continued to pray and
discern, Harvey was drawn
more and more to the idea of the
priesthood, yet he still had a foot
in two worlds. He had put in an
application for the seminary, but
had also applied for a promotion
in the marshal’s oﬃce in Bismarck
and became one of the top three
candidates. Harvey said he started
to get cold feet regarding the
priesthood.
Call becomes clear
“One day, after a rough day, I
went to adoration,” he said. “The
next morning, I got up and a voice
in my head said, ‘Today is the day
you are selling your house. Let’s
go!’”
Harvey called that day to list
his house. Within the same hour,
he learned that he did not get the
job in Bismarck. Within a week,
without even a sign in his yard, he
accepted an oﬀer on his house. It
was February of 1994 by then.
Still not having heard from
the Bishop’s oﬃce in Bismarck,
Harvey gave notice at his job that

May 15 would be his last day. He
packed up and moved to Bismarck
and met with Bishop John Kinney
the next day. The bishop informed
him that he was accepted.

Priest for 17 years
From that point on, Harvey
said that he never looked back.
“It always felt right,” he said. For
the next six years, he attended
seminary at the Pontiﬁcal College
Josephinum in Columbus, Ohio
and was ordained on May 25,
2000.
“It was rather surreal,” he
said. “I did not know how it was
going to unfold. There was an
uncertainty. What will God do with
me next? How will my past play
into my future? He said there was
also a great sense of excitement
and trust that God would direct
everything. For 17 years of priestly
ministry now, Harvey said that is
what God has done. He has served
in Williston, Mohall, Sherwood,
and Lansford and the last 12 years
in Minot as pastor of Little Flower
Church.
“I am the chaplain with the
police and sheriﬀ ’s oﬃce and
highway patrol and I’ve helped
with the ﬁre department also, so
there is still a connection with law
enforcement,” Harvey said.
“It’s gone by fast,” according
to him. “I’m still in touch with
friends from the marshal’s oﬃce
and many of them are retiring
now. I’ll be 55 in January.”
While working with the

Father Fred Harvey

government, Harvey saw how the
good and the bad played out so
it has helped him to apply that
to help guide people in better
directions. “I can see their needs
and look for ways they can be
helped, both in the community
and spiritually,” he said.
Although Harvey works to help
people and lead them closer to
Christ through the Church, he’s
also learned a lot about the faith
as he’s witnessed young people
who fought battles against illness
then accepted death and people
who suﬀer greatly yet still come to
church.
“They have taught me and
shown me that often, many of
my own diﬃculties are small
compared to what they are
carrying.”

with the Light of Christ
Registration for the 2018-19
school year opens to the
public on January 8, 2018!
• Pre-K (ages 3-5) full and half day programs
• Kindergarten – Grade 5
• Grades 6 – 8 at the Academy
• Grades 9 – 12 at St. Mary’s Central High School

Pre-K to Grade 5

Grades 6-8

St. Mary’s Grade School

Thurs, Jan 18
7 pm

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY ACADEMY
Sun, Jan 7 • 9 am - Noon
OPEN HOUSE
807 E. Thayer Ave.

Saint Anne School
1315 North 13th St.

Cathedral of the Holy Spirit Elementary
508 Raymond St.

Call 354-7067
to schedule a private tour or
shadow day at any of our schools.
Apply online now at

lightofchristschools.org

Tours available 6-8 pm
Presentation at 7 pm

1025 N. 2nd St.
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Servant among us
Savoring the gift of Brother George
By Amanda Evinger
DCA Writer
From picking apples in the
orchard to
giving talks
at the local
chemical
prevention
center, Br.
George Maufort
is considered a
Christ-like “jack
of all trades”
Br. George Maufort
when it comes
to religious brothers.
“It is really simple,” he said.
“You name it and I do it or
have done it! I do carpentry,
maintenance projects, repairs,
plant trees and all kinds of other
things. I’m trying to make the
parish grounds look like a park!
In the past, I ran a soup kitchen as
well.”
For the past 23 years, our
diocese has been bountifully
blessed by the service of Br.
George, a deacon and a member
of the international Salvatorians
Society of the Divine Savior, at
the Catholic Indian Mission and
the Church of St. Peter in Fort
Yates.
“Brothers aren’t easy to come
by these days,” said Fr. John Paul
Gardner, Pastor of the Church of
St. Peter. “To ﬁnd a good one like
Br. George is something really
special. Everyone knows him. It
doesn’t matter whether you are
Catholic or not, you know Br.
George and what he stands for.
He is very faithful to his prayer

time, although he is discreet
about it. That is the heart of his
day. He loves to pray for people,
and he has a great love for Our
Lady of Guadalupe and St. Juan
Diego.”
Br. George has a creative edge
to him, a real servant’s heart, and
a simple way of shining rays of joy
on all those around him.
“He has a trailer with pigeons
that he keeps as a hobby, and
everyone is fascinated by them!”
Fr. Gardner said. “He reminds
me of St. Joseph. He also keeps
bees, in a time when bees are
dying and being neglected around
the world. He is making a lot of
honey right in Fort Yates. This
fact resounds with the story of his
life—that he has devoted his life to
helping those who are struggling.
He is very close to nature and the
environment as well. He knows
every tree by name, and he knows
their needs.”
Faithful to his call to the
diaconate, Br. George also visits
shut-ins and brings them Christ’s
presence in Holy Communion.
“What is so important is that we
are oﬀering a Catholic presence
here at the mission in Fort Yates;
we are connecting with real people
and real people are connecting
with Our Lord,” Fr. Gardner
commented. “A good notion in
the mission ﬁeld is to appreciate
the beauty and goodness that are
inherent in the people you are
working with, which is exactly
what Brother George is so good
at doing. What we do for them
in return is bring them Our Lord

One of Brother George’s many “jobs” is the resident beekeeper.

Jesus Christ.”
Since Br. George ﬁrst
befriended the Native Americans,
he has reaped a harvest of
blessings and found great peace in
walking alongside of them.
“I like journeying with my ﬁrst
nation relatives,” Br. George said.
“I have been involved with the
Indian culture since 1986. Indian
grandmas have taught me bead
work, traditional men’s dancing,
and sewing. They have also helped
me understand the meaning of
their Indian ceremonies.”
Over the years, he has also
learned some commendable life
lessons from his Indian friends.
“When I ﬁrst came here, a Dakota
friend told me to remember these
things: to walk humbly with the
people; to remember that no one
is any worse or any better than
the person next to them; to know
that it starts when it starts and it
ends when it ends; and to not do
for the people what they can do for

Submitted photos

themselves.”
Looking back, Br. George
continues to be profoundly
grateful that he opened his heart
to the divine call of God many
years ago, and would never take
back the leap of faith he made.
Through experience, he has found
that his vocation is built on the
foundation of God’s love, and that
through this love, it can ﬂourish
beautifully.
“God chose me to be a brother,”
he says. “All I had to do was to
say, ‘yes.’ I was 21 when I entered
religious life, and I walked away
from my family and what my
father wanted me to do. My life as
a brother has been wonderful. If
you read the Song of Songs in the
Old Testament, you will see what
my vocation is all about!”
The faithful are invited to lift
in prayer Brother George as he
continues his tireless work at the
Indian Mission and the wonderful
people he reaches out to.

Celebrate Your Marriage
Feb. 17,
2018

Municipal
Country Club
The Diocese of Bismarck is hosting the

CANA Dinner

Saturday, February 17, at the Municipal Country Club
The evening will include:
5 p.m.
Appetizers provided, drinks available at cash bar
6 p.m.
Blessing and Renewal of Vows by Bishop Kagan
6:15 p.m. Dinner
7 p.m.
Presentation by Dr. James Link on Marriage
8 p.m.
Dance

Whether you’ve been married 1 week or 80 years you know marriage is beautiful and difficult,
joyful and frustrating, life-giving and continual work. Marriage is a gift that spouses give
to each other and both receive from God. Marriage is worth celebrating! Come join us for a
night to celebrate and renew the gift of marriage God has blessed you with.

Register at bismarckdiocese.com/cana
$50/couple

Sponsored by:

Diocese of Bismarck Office of Family Ministry
Tara Brooke • 701-204-7209
tbrooke@bismarckdiocese.com
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Our most powerful prayer
Bismarck group handcrafts thousands of rosaries

By LeAnn Eckroth
DCA Writer
With an inventory ranging
from plain knotted cord designs
to eclectic colored beads, the Saint
Anne’s Rosary Makers of Bismarck
have quietly ﬁlled a spiritual niche’
locally and around the globe.
Co-founder Don Lucas
estimates in the past decade, the
group produced more than 29,000
rosaries for school children,
missionary causes abroad,
inmates, nursing homes, clinics,
hospitals, military personnel,
college campuses, funeral homes
and where needed.
The rosaries are given out in
Guatemala, Venezuela, Columbia,
Ireland, Mexico, Haiti, Uganda
and Peru. They have been found
on cruise ships and Suriname, a
Dutch settlement in northeastern
South America. They are also
collected regularly for residents of
Fort Yates.
One dozen men and women
ranging in age from their 20s to
80s actively hand craft rosaries
from their homes, with thick cords
or wire, according to purpose.
There is no outsourcing when
demand spikes, but the group
regularly oﬀers free classes to
those who want to help.
Other group members lend their
talents in building wood displays
for the rosaries, repairing older
rosaries and coordinating orders
with demand. Displays of the
rosaries are also found at Church
of Saint Anne to be borrowed or
taken freely.
The local group’s cause was
inspired by the late Archbishop
Fulton Sheen’s World Mission
Rosary program more than 65
years ago to pray for peace. More
recently, the “Why Catholic”
movement which encouraged
stronger participation in the
church. “Change cannot come
without prayer, and the power
of the rosary as a prayer is
without description,” said Lucas
paraphrasing Archbishop Sheen.
It was a group of men that
launched the grass roots program
at Saint Anne’s in Bismarck, he
said. “We wanted to do something
diﬀerent for someone other than
just contributing money or food.
The subject of rosaries arose. We
decided we were going to make
rosaries. …None of us had done
any work like that. It never would
have gotten oﬀ if it had not been
for these ladies who are here.”

Photos by LeAnn Eckroth
Members of the rosary making group at the Church of Saint Anne in Bismarck include (front row, l-r): Francis Streifel, Saphire Ramey, Don
Lucas; and (back row, l-r) Diane Waliser, Ellen Hochhalter, Bonnie Zeisler, Marcella Streifel, Tillie Fischer and Myron Senechal.

In parish women, they found
veteran talent.
Marcella Streifel has made
rosaries for 35 years going back
to when she lived in the Strasburg
area. She chanced upon a catalog
and thought it a good opportunity
to make rosaries for the children
at St. Benedict’s School and her
parish. “I’d sell rosaries at our
church fair and they always went,”
she said. “A lot of them, I gave
away for gifts. I felt the material
was reasonable enough where I
could still make them up and sell
a few and give them away. Our
homemaker’s club was all Catholic
women so they needed some for
birthdays.”
After her children grew up and
she was widowed, Streifel moved
to Bismarck with her second
husband and joined the Church
of Saint Anne. There, she heard
of another woman who shared an
interest and renewed her hobby.
Tillie Fischer has made rosaries
since the early 1970s out on her
farm in Solen. Like Streifel, after
her ﬁrst husband passed away, she
remarried and joined Saint Anne’s.
At that point, she had already sent
out tens of thousands of rosaries
around the world.
Bonnie Zeisler and Ellen
Hochhalter deftly demonstrated
their methods during a recent
interview. Zeisler balances making
rosaries with quilting projects, but
she typically produces about 100
rosaries in three weeks. “I do all
of the threading ﬁrst, tie them all
together and at night when I’m
sitting and watching television
with my husband, then I bead all

Group members Ellen Hochhalter and Bonnie Zeisler work on making rosaries.

night.”
Group co-founder Myron
Senechal is the ﬁrst to tell you he
doesn’t make rosaries. His skill
set involves networking so the
rosaries can be distributed where
needed.
The word is out about the
group and they are frequently
contacted by people traveling on
international mission trips or
those holding special events locally
where rosaries are needed. They
are also willing to assist others in
starting a rosary making group.
“We have parishioners that
go places,” Lucas explained.
“Somehow people know about us.”
Not all members of the group
are seniors. Saphire Ramey, 25,
recently joined the group after
taking a class and has brought
fresh ideas. The newcomer
introduced the Christmas rosary
with colors of green, red and white
and sometimes silver.
“I enjoy it and it helps God.
It goes all over the world,” she
explained. Her family members
estimate she can produce 50
rosaries per week.
“What is unique about this
group is that people work at their
own pace at their home,” said
Senechal.
The group oﬀers a wide
selection. The multi-colored
World Peace Rosary inspired by
Archbishop Sheen is universally
popular with its color spectrum.
Green represents the grasslands
of Africa. Blue represents the
oceans surrounding the islands
of the Paciﬁc. Yellow represents
the morning light of the east. Red
represents the Americas.
A black beaded rosary made
is distributed to service men and
women.
“That is so it won’t be
reﬂective,” explained Lucas. This
allows those serving the country
discreet prayer while on duty
without drawing attention or
endangering themselves.
Another simple, albeit more
labor-intensive model, is the
cord rosary. This is given to
seminarians.
It is knotted and the dark
thread causes no noise. These
rosaries easily crumple and ﬁt
easily in the seminarians’ pockets
without tangling. These require
precise work because beads do not
separate the decades, the knots do.

Group member Saphire Ramey displays the
popular multi-colored World Peace Rosary
inspired by Archbishop Sheen (left) and the
Christmas color-schemed rosary.

Since 2007, the group has made
rosaries for students at Saint
Anne’s for First Communion. The
group ﬁnds out the favorite colors
of second graders and tailors the
design for each. Rosaries also are
color-coded for infants—pastel
blue for boys and pink for girls.
The rosaries made are also
distributed to inmates. “Sister
Lucy in Minnesota visits prisons
there,” Lucas said.
Lucas said the same sister
has given the group’s rosaries to
Hispanic children in Minneapolis.
A meeting is pending with the
sister about training the children
to make rosaries in the spring.
Rosaries made are also given
to children attending a Uganda
mission school, where childhood
can prove harsh, said Lucas.
Children who attend the
mission school are promised two
meals per day and a safer future.
“Kids almost everywhere wear
the rosaries around their necks,”
Lucas said. To accommodate
them, the group lengthened those
rosaries.
Supplies for the rosaries most
often are self-funded by members
themselves and beads are donated
for the cause.
“We only ask that people using
the rosaries pray for the people
who made them,” Lucas said.
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St. Bernard’s Knights of Columbus Council
wins international award
Seminarian getaway event earns third place worldwide
By James Odermann
DCA Writer
The Knights of Columbus
Council 6310 of Belﬁeld was
presented an International
Supreme Service Award Program
by the Knights of Columbus at the
2017 Supreme Convention of the
group.
The council award was for
third place in the Church Service
competition. The Knights of
Columbus is an international
organization comprised of over
15,000 councils and nearly 1.9
million members.
The Seminarian Getaway:
Unload and Unwind event, which
was initiated in 2016, earned
the council their award. Council
membership is comprised of
men from three Belﬁeld Catholic
parishes: St. Bernard, St. John
Ukrainian and St. Demetrius
Ukrainian. The program has been
so well accepted that the council
members plan to oﬀer the event
annually for priesthood seminary
students.
“We did not expect the project
would be this well accepted,”
Council 6310 member Roger
Decker said after North Dakota
Knights of Columbus State Deputy
Larry Lewandowski presented the
Belﬁeld council the award as the
third best project in the world.
Council 6310 Grand Knight
Bruce Baer said, “This (Seminarian
Getaway: Unload and Unwind)
increased the awareness of the
responsibility of the church laity
to support our seminarians. The
event also directly demonstrated
to seminarians the power of a
parish family, united for a just
cause.”
The event, the brainchild
of Steven Vetter and Decker,
was designed to give Bismarck
Diocese seminarians a breather
from their studies and schedules.
The June event is open to all
priesthood seminary students and
is coordinated with Fr. Josh Waltz,
diocese vocations director.
Vetter and Decker formed the
original committee with brother
knights Rudy Syminow and Tom
Tessier and the event was oﬀ and
running. Vetter, now a seminary
student himself, has stepped
aside leaving Decker, Syminow
and Tessier to manage the event.
Council 6310 worked with St.
Bernard’s pastor, Fr. Bill Ruelle,
and enlisted the aid of the Catholic
Daughters members of 2148
Mother of Perpetual Help.
Father Ruelle emphasized the
concept of parish unity. “Seeing
the many ways in which our parish
came together for a good cause
made me very proud to be the
pastor of St. Bernard’s . . . I know
that it is always edifying for our
Catholic people to see how full of
faith and joy our seminarians are
and many people enjoy having the
chance to get to know these men,
one of whom may be their priest
one day.”
“This was a community event,
much larger than the Knights of
Columbus,” Decker said of the
two-day event. “We eat, visit,
laugh and pray during this event.

Photo by Annette Steffan
The Belfield Knights of Columbus Council 6310 recently received an International Supreme Service Award in the Church Service
category. The third-place award was for the Seminarian Getaway: Unload and Unwind program initiated in 2016. The award was
presented at the 2017 Knights of Columbus Supreme Convention. Front: Pat Bren, Knights of Columbus District 2 deputy, Justin Vearrier,
Rudy Syminow, Roger Decker, St. Bernard’s pastor Father Bill Ruelle, Tom Tessier, Wes Krebs, Larry Lewandowski, Knights of Columbus
state deputy. Back: George Zarak, Joseph A. Armbrust, James Odermann, Tony Krebs, Andy Prociv.

We enjoy the outdoors and
become more acquainted with the
seminarians. These men may be
our future spiritual leaders. This is
a fun project for all involved and
we look forward to continuing this
project.”
The Seminarian Getaway:
Unload and Unwind event
includes interaction with local
landowners to minimize damage
to rangelands caused by prairie
dogs. One of the activities includes
a hunt for the vermin.
Syminow added, “Some of the
seminarians had never handled a

ﬁrearm before. They were given
a safety course on gun handling
by Roger (Decker). It was a good
time for the seminarians to mingle
with each other and get to know
the community. Several of the
seminarians said it was one of
their highlights of the year.”
Father Chris Kadrmas, judicial
vicar for the Diocese of Bismarck
who grew up at St. Charles Parish
in Bowman, said the event gives
the young seminary students a
chance to bring seminary study
and real life together in a great
venue.

He said the Seminarian
Getaway is “a great mixture
of all the things that are great
about North Dakota: the wideopen spaces, the rural life,
the camaraderie of all of us
gathering together . . . It shows
the greatness of western North
Dakota, its people, and it primes
us, gets us ready, especially these
seminarians, to dedicate their lives
to these good people.”
The third annual Seminarian
Getaway: Unload and Unwind will
be held in June of 2018, Decker
announced.
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Update from African Mission
Editor’s Note: Fr. David
Morman resides at the Diocese’s
African Mission in Kenya. For
10 weeks, he attended Swahili
language school before arriving
“home” to the mission in midOctober. He provides his first
update here.
By Fr. David Morman
At the heart of the African
Mission of the Diocese of Bismarck
is the orphan education support
program. The Diocese does not
run an orphanage, rather the
orphans served have been taken
in by extended family—often
grandparents or aunts and uncles.
Our mission seeks to assist the
orphans and their families, that is,
have orphans live within a family
setting because the family is the
most fundamental and beneﬁcial
unit of society.
As the orphans from Gekano
and Ichuni parishes come
each month, they are visited
individually (or with their
siblings, if there are any, and their
guardian, if this person chooses to
attend). The younger an orphan,
I have noticed, the more likely
the guardian appears with him/
her. Some of these children walk
several miles for this meeting.
The assistance given to orphans
includes the payment of school
fees for those attending secondary
schools (primary school in Kenya
is mandatory, and the country
subscribes to a Free Public
Education program), a monthly
ration of maize, a monthly
monetary allowance, and school
uniform fees (students attending
any primary or secondary schoolpublic or private-must wear
the uniform of the school). The
Mission also assists with medical
needs when necessary. We believe
education helps with the overall
formation of an individual and
helps keep people from slipping
into extreme poverty; the desire
being to form children to be
productive, contributing members
of society. The monthly allowances
for maize and the stipend assist
the orphan’s family with food and
monies for school or household
expenses associated with having
up to ﬁve extra people in the
home.
On their part, the orphans
must attend school and wear
their school uniforms to school
and mission meetings and
gatherings. The students must also
provide receipts for school and
other fees payed by the Mission.
Report cards are examined at
the end of each term to ascertain
if appropriate and satisfactory
progress is being made in school.
As with any group of
students, some need a bit more
“encouragement” than others.
Various consequences are meted
out if students do not wear their
school uniform, do not maintain
satisfactory progress in school (or
fail to attend school), fail to bring
receipts for items such as school
fees or uniforms, or do not appear
on their scheduled Saturday. If the

Submitted photos
Orphans beginning to gather for Saturday meetings at the Bismarck Mission.

orphans have other concerns, they
may be addressed at this meeting
or on Wednesdays when speciﬁc
oﬃce hours are held—sometimes
the guardian and/or school may
have to be visited.
Currently, there are 412
orphans in the Mission program.
The orphans come from various
religious denominations—274
are Roman Catholic, 106 belong
to Seventh Day Adventist, and
22 come from the Pentecostal
Assembly of God churches, and
the remainder come from other
Christian denominations. We
seek to cooperate with the various
pastors so that the orphans may
also be formed in their respective
religious tradition. Human
need has a face and a life story
regardless of one’s religious
upbringing.
The very deﬁnition of an orphan
is “a child whose parents are
dead.” Any notion of orphan that
is romanticized must be dismissed
as an orphan has encountered the
harshness of life, some at a very
young age. Orphans need more
than food, clothing, and shelter—a
home is needed in which they
are loved. An education assists
with the overall formation and

maturation into adulthood. The
presence of the Mission here
in Gekano Parish gives a sense
of hope amid the bleakness of
poverty and its systemic eﬀects
as so many here in Kenya
and throughout the world
experience.
The Mission relies solely
on funds raised from the
annual African Mission Appeal
conducted on the ﬁrst weekend
of March in the Diocese of
Bismarck. The Diocese has had
a presence here in Kenya for
28 years. With the grace of God
and sustained support, we will
continue this very Mission.

Fr. David Morman with one of the local
children.

Three of the many orphans who assist with unloading the maize before the Saturday
meeting at the Mission.

The truck of 90kg sacks of maize being unloaded at the Mission.
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Meet your newest

diocesan seminarians

Continued from front page

Noteworthy: Once Isaiah
decided to surrender to God’s plan
for him, he sent a long text message
to Fr. Waltz, diocesan director
of vocations. In his text, Isaiah
explained what he’d been feeling
about joining the priesthood and
posed some questions. Soon after,
he received a text from Fr. Waltz
saying Isaiah was in his prayers.
He ﬁgured it was in response to his
initial text, but was curious why Fr.
Waltz hadn’t answered any of his
questions from the initial message.
Isaiah came to ﬁnd out later that Fr.
Waltz never did receive his initial
text, for some reason, and just
happened to send him a message.
Isiah took it as a sign that he was on
the right path.
Eric Artz is a member of St.
Therese, Church of the Little Flower
in Minot. He graduated from Minot
High School in 2016 and attended
the University of North Dakota
in Grand Forks for a time before
joining the seminary. He points
toward his close-knit family as the
biggest inﬂuence in his life.

Eric Artz

Q. How has your parent’s love and
support inﬂuenced you?
Eric: I have never known
two people who have been more
loyal, honest, and authentic with
each other than my parents. They
expressed true love without any
limitations, or barriers between
them. This commitment was very
beautiful for me to see as a child and
I understood the responsibilities
and the commitment that real love
both demands and desires. At an
early age, this love was implanted in
my soul, and I have desired to live
it in my life as I grew older. I’m still
discerning what sacrament that God
wants me to say yes to with this life,
but I do know that God has called me
to seminary to develop and grow in
it.

Q: What led you to decide to join
the seminary?
Eric: Through my entire time
of discerning seminary in the last
few years, I have always sought
rest, peace and consolation for I
knew that these gifts were evidence
of God’s hand at work in my life.
I knew that God would never lead
me anywhere with anxiety, fear or
loneliness for these are not signs of
the Holy Spirit. It is also true that
God cannot fully show us His will
unless we are honestly trying to seek
it, or if we are never truly asking
Him what it is.
I ﬁnally asked God what He
wanted for me in my life. At that
point I was pretty serious about
seminary, as I had met with Fr.
Waltz a few times, but I wasn’t
100% on board with the idea. I had
asked God a hundred times before,
but this time was diﬀerent because
I truly surrendered my desires
and any concerns. In a peaceful
interior voice, I heard Him say,
without hesitation that I should
pursue seminary. I said okay, and
that very moment, I was ﬁlled with
consolation, peace and rest. This was
a clear sign to me that God desired
me to do this, and after that, nothing
else mattered as I just wanted to do
His will.
Noteworthy: Eric’s twin
brother, Nathan, died of cancer
in the middle of their junior year
of high school. This left a void in
Eric’s life that tested his faith, but
reinforced his belief in the need to
draw closer to God. Eric realized
that only a dependency on Christ
would bring him peace. Nathan’s
full surrender to God’s will in faith
and trust was an inspiration. Eric
oﬀered a passage that Nathan wrote
about his trust in Jesus, “Through
all my struggles, I always loved.
Through all my challenges, I knew.
Through all my disappointments,
I believed. Through all my life, He
knew.”
Colton Steiner is a member
of St. Joseph’s in Dickinson. He

Colton Steiner

graduated from Dickinson Trinity
High School in 2016 and attended
the University of North Dakota for a
time before going to the seminary.
Q: How would you say your
Catholic education inﬂuenced who
you are?
Colton: I can honestly say that I
am the man that I am today because
of the education I received from
Trinity High School. The top tier
teachers and staﬀ at Trinity helped
develop my intellectual skills and
prepare me for further education.
The hard-working coaches helped
me train my body and work outside
of my comfort zone, which in turn,
helped me to perform to the best of
my abilities and glorify God through
the athletic abilities that He gave me.
The chaplains and religion teachers
educated me in my faith and helped
me to develop my relationship
with Jesus Christ. It is where I
ﬁrst learned how to pursue a life of
holiness and live for the Lord.
Q: Who most inﬂuenced you as
your thoughts settled on a call to the
priesthood?
Colton: Fr. Luke Meyer, pastor of
St. Thomas Aquinas Newman Center
on the campus of UND, helped me
to understand what God was trying
to tell me and what he was calling
me to do with my life. He helped
show me how real the signs were
that God was showing me and just
how signiﬁcant they really were. He
did a really good job at helping me
to clear my head of all the things
that were clouding my discernment
and focus. I saw a genuine love for
the priesthood and for saving souls
that was very attracting to me and
caused me to admire Fr. Luke a great
deal. He pointed me to passages in
scripture and encouraged me to take
them to my holy hour. From there,
God really did all the work and lead
me to where I am now.
Noteworthy: While thinking
things over, Colton visited St. John
Vianney Seminary in St. Paul
with Fr. Tom Grafsgaard (then
chaplain at Dickinson Trinity). The
unforgettable experience of total
immersion in seminary life sealed
the deal, so to speak, for his decision
to join the seminary for the diocese.
In fact, that is where Colton ended
up beginning his studies this fall, at
that very seminary. He still recalls
Fr. Grafsgaard’s huge smile as he
reacted to Colton’s decision to join
seminary—proof that we never
know what a lasting and impactful
impression we leave on someone
else. It was Colton’s ﬁrst observation
of the school chaplain years earlier
that struck him as someone who
loved what they did and displayed
true happiness in his life—qualities
that Colton desired for himself.
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Submitted photo

Msgr. Patrick Schumacher, Pastor of St. Wenceslaus, Dickinson,
lead a group of 33 on a spiritual pilgrimage to Lourdes, France on
Oct. 5-13. A few highlighted holy sites included: the Shrine and
Grotto of Lourdes and sites associated with St. Bernadette; Cathedral

of Chartres; and Notre Dame, Sainte-Chapelle, Sacre-Coeur, StGermain-des-Pres and the Chapel of Our Lady of the Miraculous
Medal, all in Paris. The photo above was taken at the Notre Dame
Cathedral in Paris.

Obituaries
Rev. Glen Michael
Millard

Rev. Glen
Michael Millard,
76, of Tucson,
Ariz., formerly
of Cedar Rapids,
Iowa died
Wednesday, Dec.
6. 2017 at Banner
University
Rev. Glen Michael
Medical Center, Millard
Tucson, AZ following a period of
illness.
Funeral Mass was held Dec.
15 at St. Jude Catholic Church in
Cedar Rapids with burial at St.
Joseph Cemetery.
Father Mike was born on Oct. 6,
1941 to Glen and Cecelia Millard in
Jeﬀerson, Iowa.
He was married to Nancy
L. Weber on June 29, 1968 in
Dyersville, Iowa. He was a loving
father to his four children and
their families including eight
grandchildren.
Father Mike was a devout
Catholic. After Nancy’s death in
1989, he became an ordained
Catholic priest at the age of 64.
He was a member of the Knights
of Columbus and in his personal
life, he loved giving to those less
fortunate.
He attended High School in
Jeﬀerson, Iowa and graduated
from the University of Iowa. He
served in the United States Navy
from 1963 to 1966. He worked at
Job Service of Iowa as an executive
oﬃcer for 33 years. Father Mike
then attended Sacred Heart
Seminary and graduated with
a Master of Divinity (MDIV) in
2005. Father Mike was ordained
a priest in January 2006 for the
Diocese of Bismarck, in North
Dakota. He served the Catholic
Church in Stanley, Minot and
Berthold. Upon his retirement
in 2012, Father Mike moved to
Tucson, Arizona and continued to
serve the Catholic Church for the
Diocese in Arizona.
He is survived by his children
Christie Patton (Greg Mulherin),

Tammy Waack (Mel Dennis),
Shanin Rissman (Tim) and
Josh Millard (Kelcey Hook);
grandchildren Riley, Rossi,
Ryker, (Patton) Jakob, Kaden,
(Waack) Hunter, Hanna, and
Hugh (Rissman); brothers Dan
Millard, Jerry Millard (Char),
Joe Millard (Fran); sister Karen
Nahnsen (Dan); his brother and
sister in-laws and many nieces and
nephews.
He is preceded in death by his
wife and his parents.

Sr. Annella
Gardner, OSB

Sister Annella
Gardner, OSB,
99, Sacred Heart
Monastery,
Richardton
died Friday,
Dec. 8, 2017 at
the Richardton
Sister Annella Gardner,
Health Center.
OSB
A funeral
Mass was held Dec. 11 at Sacred
Heart Monastery, with Fr. Damian
Dietlein, OSB, celebrating.
Burial followed in Sacred Heart
Cemetery, Richardton.
Sister Annella (Eileen Mary,
known as “Eﬃe”) was born June
5, 1918, to Elizabeth (McRae) and
Charlie Gardner in Sanish, the
ﬁfth of 11 children. She was the
last living member of her family,
but she was cherished by her
monastic community, nieces and
nephews, and her many friends.
She set the record in the Adopta-Nun program at Sacred Heart
Monastery with six “adoptions”
and countless gifts in her honor
to the Sacred Heart Benedictine
Foundation.
When she applied to join Sacred
Heart Convent (then in Garrison)
after her high school graduation,
she was told to go directly to St.
Benedict’s Convent in St. Joseph,
Minn., where she began her higher
education and the beginning of her
religious candidacy. She had her
postulant formation with others at
Sacred Heart Convent in Yankton,

S.D., and came to Garrison to
enter her novitiate June 22, 1938.
Sister Annella was a terriﬁc
teacher and administrator. She
studied for her BA in biology,
with a minor in mathematics, at
St. Catherine College in St. Paul,
Minn., and Minot State College,
before going summers at the
College of St. Thomas in St. Paul
to earn an MA degree in secondary
education and administration. Of
course, this while she was teaching
during the school year at St. Leo’s
in Minot. During those years, she
taught science, math, aeronautics,
English, typing, etc.
In the early 1960s, while she
was the community’s subprioress
and Sacred Heart Academy’s
principal and a teacher, the
Sisters received an invitation
from Bogotá, Colombia, to start

a school for girls near the one for
boys founded by the monks of
Assumption Abbey. In September
1962, four Sisters, with Sister
Annella as the coordinator, left to
establish Colegio de las Hermanas
Benedictines; it later became
Colegio Santa Maria, which
continues to this day.
Before her departure to Bogotá
in 1962, Sister Annella was named
to Who’s Who in American
women, and while still in Bogotá,
she received a Gold Medal from
the President of Colombia citing
her excellence in education. One
of her last—and favorite—honors
is her featured inclusion of “The
Wisdom of the Benedictine Elders:
Thirty of America’s Oldest Monks
and Nuns Share Their Lives’
Greatest Lessons.”
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REFOCCUS
Your Marriage
Bismarck
Jan. 8, 15, 22, 29, Feb. 5 and 12
at the Diocese of Bismarck Center for Pastoral Ministry

Dickinson
Jan. 15, 29, Feb. 5, 26, Mar. 12, 26 and Apr. 2
at Queen of Peace Parish

Cost: $15/couple
Register online at bismarckdiocese.com/refoccus
Come to these courses to learn about what strengths your marriage
holds as well as your areas of growth. The first night, you will take
an inventory and we will spend the remainder of the courses
enriching our marriages and learning about ourselves.
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Father Solanus Casey’s beatification
American priest lived to serve the poor
Editor’s note: Bismarck
resident, Patti Armstrong, grew
up around Detroit. She was
present for the beatification Mass
there in November.

God ahead of
time.” When he
died at the age of
86 in Detroit on
July 31, 1957—
having returned
By Patti Armstrong
for medical
DCA Writer
treatment from
Sixty years after the death of
retirement in
Father Solanus Casey, the city of
Indiana—more
Detroit witnessed a conﬁrmation
than 20,000
of his holiness. On Nov. 18, more
mourners
than 60,000 people gathered at
viewed his body
Ford Field, home of the Detroit
and 8,000
Lions, for his beatiﬁcation.
attended his
The arena was transformed
funeral Mass,
into a sacred space for the Mass.
overﬂowing onto
Overhead on the giant screen was
the streets.
a portrait of the thin, scragglySince then,
bearded Capuchin priest. God does there have been
indeed lift up the lowly.
thousands of
Photos by Mark Armstrong
The Vatican’s Apostolic Nuncio, documented
The
Vatican’s
Cardinal
Amato
concelebrated
with
four
cardinals,
28
bishops
and
almost
300
priests along with
Cardinal Amato concelebrated
cures and
60,000 others in attendance.
with four cardinals, 28 bishops
reports of
and almost 300 priests. Paula
all sorts of
Brother Leo [the vice postulator
his receptivity to this presence.
Medina Zarate, a retired
answered prayers attributed to
at the time] to take Fr. Solanus’s
“His humility with joy particularly
schoolteacher from Panama,
him. In 1987, when Father Solanus
stole out of the case and put it on
stands out,” he said. After living in
carried up a relic of Blessed
was declared venerable, his body
Brandon,”
Terry
explained.
“He
Detroit for four years, Fr. Evinger
Solanus as is customary during
was exhumed and found incorrupt
was
healed
and
is
now
a
19-yearsaid he knows how delighted
the rite of beatiﬁcation for it to
despite water leaking in and
old
freshman
in
college.”
people there were about the
be venerated for the ﬁrst time.
rotting the inside of the coﬃn and
beatiﬁcation. “I am ﬁlled with joy
When Ralph and Terry’s dad
Her miraculous cure from a
his grey habit. His body was put
for them,” he said.
was diagnosed with prostate
skin disease, which led to the
in a new coﬃn and placed in the
cancer
and
not
expected
to
live
When Weisbeck learned about
beatiﬁcation, had occurred after
chapel of the monastery.
more than two years, he visited
Fr. Solanus, he said his heart was
she prayed at Fr. Solanus’s tomb
Bismarck connection
St. Bonaventure and immediately
moved by such virtues of humility
at the Solanus Casey Center in
In
the
Bismarck
diocese,
people
improved
and
lived
another
12
and expectant faith. Weisbeck
Detroit in September 2012.
with
connections
to
Detroit
and
years,
according
to
Terry.
noted that while the humble porter
This was only the third
serving
the
poor
have
also
come
acted as the “automatic door
“After my father died in
beatiﬁcation held in the United
to know and love Fr. Solanus.
opener” at the monastery, “soon,
2002, I was in Detroit for a
States. Blessed Solanus is the
Two brothers, Dr. Ralph and
he became the destination.”
cousin’s wedding and went to St.
second U.S. male to be beatiﬁed;
Terry Dunnigan, parishioners of
Bonaventure,” Terry said. “In the
Father Solanus can be a model
the ﬁrst was Blessed Stanley
Cathedral
of
the
Holy
Spirit
in
room
with
Fr.
Solanus’s
tomb,
for
us all, according to Weisbeck,
Rother in Oklahoma City in
Bismarck,
grew
up
knowing
about
I
felt
my
dad
and
Fr.
Solanus
to
never
think that any duty
September. The other beatiﬁcation
Fr.
Solanus.
Their
father
was
the
with me. It was such a strong,
is beneath us. “It’s incredibly
held in the U.S. was that of Blessed
attending physician for him at St.
overwhelming feeling, I started
inspiring to see the ways in which
Miriam Demjanovich.
Joseph’s hospital in Detroit when
sobbing.” He said that he prays
God consistently uses the humble
Background on the new saint
he died.
to Fr. Solanus at least once a day
for his greater glory.”
Father Solanus was ordained
Father Solanus had been
and keeps a relic badge (with cloth
Serving the poor
in 1904 with the Capuchins of
diagnosed with an advanced case
touched to the tomb) in his cars.
Although Msgr. Chad Gion,
Detroit as a “simplex priest,”
of erysipelas—a skin disease— so
Father Jared Johnson, interim
pastor
of Spirit of Life parish
without faculties to hear
that his legs actually turned black.
rector at the Cathedral of the
in
Mandan,
has never been to
confession or preach a homily due
Yet, he never complained. The
Holy Spirit, Fr. Joseph Evinger,
Detroit,
he
has
an icon of Fr.
to his academic struggles in the
nurse who was with him when
associate pastor of St. Joseph’s
Solanus
hanging
next to one of
seminary. Not knowing what to
he died reported that Fr. Solanus
in Williston, and Michael
Mother Teresa at the church
do with such a priest, he became
suddenly stretched forth his hands Weisbeck, Director of Finance
entrance. “Given that Fr. Solanus
a porter, answering the door at
and said, “I give my soul to Jesus
and Operations at Light of Christ
was a porter and a source of
his ﬁrst assignments in the Bronx
Christ.”
Catholic Schools, all learned about
healing for those who came to him,
in New York and then again from
Ralph and Terry have many
Fr. Solanus while studying at
we wanted people to be greeted by
1924 to 1945 in Detroit at St.
relatives in the Detroit area and
Sacred Heart Major Seminary in
him spiritually speaking,” Msgr.
Bonaventure Monastery.
visit St. Bonaventure’s and the
Detroit.
Gion explained. “His ministry and
He became renowned for his
Solanus Casey Center often. One
“It seemed that everybody in
our charism as a parish match up.”
gifts of miracles and prophecy.
of their cousins took his one-yearthe metro Detroit area knew about Spirit of Life has several ministries
People lined up for blocks to
old son with a heart defect to St.
Fr. Solanus,” Fr. Johnson said.
to serve the poor.
see Fr. Solanus who always
Bonaventure’s 18 years ago. “My
“Many people also seemed to have
During the beatiﬁcation Mass,
encouraged everyone to “thank
aunt Mary, who is a nun, asked
some connection to him, whether
Cardinal Amato said in his homily,
a family member who personally
that Fr. Solanus saw serving the
visited him or somebody they
poor “as a way to light his path to
know who was impacted by him.”
the splendor of God.”
The two qualities of Fr. Solanus
The cardinal explained that the
that Fr. Johnson said most
holy priest’s favorites were the
inspired him were his humility
poor, the sick, the indigent and
and his very clear desire to do
the homeless. He shared a story
God’s will. “When he ﬁrst started
of when the soup kitchen that Fr.
to discern a call to the priesthood,
Solanus helped open during the
Our Lady said to him in prayer,
Depression ran out of food. “More
‘Go to Detroit,’” Fr. Johnson
than 200 people were still waiting
explained. “He responded almost
to eat. He began reciting the ‘Our
immediately and as they say, the
Father’ and then a baker appeared
rest is history. His life can inspire
at the door with bread and other
any Catholic to see that our call to
things. When the people saw this,
holiness is found in being faithful
they began to cry with emotion.
to our vocation each day.”
Father Solanus simply stated:
Father Evinger said he was
‘See? God provides. No one will
inspired by Fr. Solanus’s constant
suﬀer if we put our trust in divine
Ford Field, home of the Detroit Lions, was transformed into a sacred space for the
awareness of God’s presence and
Providence.’”
beautification Mass.
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New priests’ workshop
Msgr. Patrick Schumacher, Director of Continuing Education
for Clergy, welcomed 13 priests to the new priests’ workshop at the
diocesan oﬃces Nov. 19-21. This group includes priests recently
ordained or new to the diocese in the last ﬁve years. Bishop Kagan
celebrated Mass each day of the two-day workshop and gave
a presentation on the ﬁnal day. Topics covered included: nonproﬁt corporate structures, personal ﬁnances and income taxes,

Staff photo

healthcare, insurance, parish audits and the diocesan services oﬃce.
In attendance were: (seated, l-r) Fr. Joseph Evinger, Fr. Patrick
Ojedeji, Bishop Kagan, Msgr. Schumacher, Fr. Doug Krebs and Fr.
Jared Johnson. Standing (l-r) is: Fr. Tom Grafsgaard, Fr. Robert
Shea, Fr. Corey Nelson, Fr. Greg Luger, Fr. Teji Thanippilly, Fr.
Adam Maus, Fr. Biju Antony, Fr. Jordan Dosch and Fr. Patrick
Cunningham.

UPCOMING EVENTS
 Search weekends
Search for Christian Maturity is a weekend retreat
experience sponsored by the Catholic Diocese of
Bismarck. The weekends are for anyone of high
school or college age (at least 15 years old). Search
weekends are held at the Badlands Ministries Camp
just south of Medora. Upcoming weekends for 2018
are: Jan. 19-21; March 2-4; and April 20-22. More
information can be found at www.bismarckdiocese.
com/search1.

known as a lifeline for marriages, will be held
Jan. 19-21 in the diocese. It’s open to any married
couple, regardless of faith denomination, struggling
in their relationship. Aftercare sessions are also
provided. Registration is limited. Go to retrouvaille.
org or bismarckdiocese.com/retrouvaille. Contact
Tara Brooke, Director of Family Ministry at 204-7209
or tbrooke@bismarckdiocese.com.

The evening includes: appetizers and cash bar
beginning at 5 p.m.; blessing and renewal of vows
by Bishop Kagan at 6 p.m.; dinner at 6:15 p.m.;
presentation on marriage by Dr. James Link at
7 p.m.; followed by a dance at 8 p.m. Register at
bismarckdiocese.com/cana. Cost is $50/couple.

 Prom Extravaganza Feb. 24
St. Mary’s Central High School Pride Parents are
hosting a Prom Extravaganza on Saturday, Feb.
 Women’s retreat Feb. 3
24 at the high school cafeteria in Bismarck. All
The Church of St. Mary’s in New England is hosting
are welcome to the shopping and consignment
a women’s retreat on Saturday, Feb. 3 from 8:30
 Marriage encounter weekends
event from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Prom attire of dresses,
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. MST. The featured speaker and
A Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend is a
retreat leaders is Sr. Thomas Welder, OSB who will be shoes, and accessories will be available for sale.
private weekend away from the distractions of
speaking on the topic of “Called to be Disciples.” The Cash or checks are accepted. For those wishing
daily life for couples in good marriages. Give your
marriage this gift. The next available weekend is Jan. cost is $25/person. Call 701-579-4312 to pre-register to consign, the items will be sold for a fee of 10%
of the total sale. Consignment drop off will be at
by Jan. 20.
5-7 in Mandan and Feb. 2-4 in Hermantown, Minn.
the school library on Friday, Feb. 23 from 5:30-7
Early registration is highly recommended. For more
 Women’s Lenten retreat Feb. 10
p.m. or Saturday, Feb. 24 from 8-10 a.m. Reserve a
information, visit ndwwme.org or contact Rob and
Save the date for the Women’s Simple Lenten
consignment spot by Feb. 10. For more information,
Angie at 701-347-1998.
Retreat on Saturday, Feb. 10 at the Church of Corpus
contact Jennifer Barry at jennyleebarry@hotmail.
Christi in Bismarck. Presenters will be Fr. Paul Becker
 Marriage workshops in Bismarck and
com or 701-400-1254.
and Fr. Jared Johnson. Kick off your Lent right, the
Dickinson
Saturday before Ash Wednesday.
 WYD 2019
The Diocese of Bismarck will host a marriage
The 34th World Youth Day (WYD) will take place
enrichment series entitled REFOCCUS in two
 Hannah’s Hope Mass Feb. 12
in Panama City, Panama, Jan. 22–27, 2019. The
locations, Bismarck and Dickinson. This series is for
The Hannah’s Hope Mass is an opportunity for the
event will be hosted during the winter to avoid
anyone who wants to learn more about the strength
community to pray for/with and support those
the country’s rainy season, which occurs in July
areas, as well as growth areas of their marriage. The
suffering from infertility. It will be offered by Bishop
and August— the traditional dates for WYD. The
Bismarck series will be held at Diocese’s Pastoral
Kagan at the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit in Bismarck
diocese’s Office of Youth and Young Adult Ministries
Center beginning Monday, Jan. 8 at 7 p.m.
on Monday, Feb. 12 at 7 p.m. Questions can be
will be coordinating a trip. Due to the timing of
In Dickinson, the sessions will be held at Queen of
directed to Christie Collins at 864-354-5046; more
WYD 2019, the trip will only be offered to those who
Peace Church beginning Monday, Jan. 15 at 7 p.m.
information at www/bismarckdiocese.com/hope. All
are 18 or older, so as not to compete with schoolThe cost for the series is $15/couple to go towards
are encouraged to attend.
sponsored March for Life events, and other activities
the scoring of your inventory. For more information,
happening during this same time. Early registration
contact Tara Brooke at 204-7209. Register for the
 Celebration of marriage dinner Feb. 17
event at bismarckdiocese.com/refoccus.
Marriage is worth celebrating! Join us Saturday, Feb. has already begun. For more information go to
www.bismarckdiocese.com/wyd.
17 for the Cana Dinner at the Bismarck Municipal
 Retrouvaille session Jan. 19-21
Registration deadline is March 30, 2018.
Country Club for a night to celebrate and renew
Need help for a troubled marriage? Retrouvaille
the gift of marriage God has blessed you with.
(French word meaning rediscovery), a program

PROTECTING OUR CHILDREN
The Diocese of Bismarck is firmly committed to the health and
protection of our children, young people and vulnerable adults.
With the hope of healing the pain and suffering from sexual abuse
in the Catholic Church, we encourage anyone who has suffered
from this abuse to please come forward and let us know. To report
allegations of sexual abuse, please contact: Dale Eberle, Chancellor,
Diocese of Bismarck, PO Box 1575, Bismarck, ND 58502-1575. Phone:
701.223.1347 or 1.877.405.7435. The complaint form and policies can
be found on the diocesan web site at http://www.bismarckdiocese.
com.
CODE OF PASTORAL CONDUCT
The Catholic Church must be exemplary: Clergy, staff, whether
diocesan or parish, and volunteers are held accountable for their
behavior. To enable the highest level of accountability, there must
be a clear and unambiguous definition of appropriate behavior. To
this end, this Code of Pastoral Conduct is defined for the Diocese of
Bismarck and it provides a foundation for implementing effective and
enforceable standards for all personnel. View the Code of Pastoral
Conduct at http://www.bismarckdiocese.com.

Prices starting at $2,499 ~ with Airfare Included in this price
from anywhere in the USA

Several trips to different destinations: the Holy Land; Italy;
France, Portugal, & Spain; Poland; Medjugorje, Lourdes, &
Fatima; Ireland & Scotland; England; Austria, Germany, &
Switzerland; Greece & Turkey; Budapest; Prague; Our Lady
of Guadalupe; Colombia; Brazil; Argentina; Domestic
Destinations; etc…
We also specialize in custom trips for Bishops, Priests,
and Deacons.
Call us 24/7
Hablamos Español
www.proximotravel.com
anthony@proximotravel.com

508-340-9370
855-842-8001
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Ag Attitudes
JAMES ODERMANN

Preparation and opportunity mean good fortune
“Advent is about getting ready
for the birth of the Baby Jesus,”
said my four-year old grandson.
Wow, I was impressed.
So, I reﬂected on my own
readiness for Christmas. That took
me further into my thoughts. Each
day is an “Advent” for the rest of
my life. I recalled the bounty I am
able to grow with God’s help.
One word that seems to
crop up (no pun intended) is
opportunity. Opportunity is a set
of circumstances that will make
it possible to meet a goal. Good
fortune is what happens when
preparation meets opportunity.
So, as I reﬂected throughout
Advent, I thought about my own
opportunity as an agricultural
producer. The blessings are

inﬁnite—and I do not always thank
God enough.
I am really, truly blessed to live
where I live, in southwest North
Dakota in the Diocese of Bismarck.
There is so much opportunity,
which is only limited by my energy
and imagination.
Food production takes
preparation and planning.
Food production (whether it be
farming, ranching, gardening or
puttering around in the soil) is an
opportunity to mix the resources
of air, water and soil. The results
are usually good fortune.
So, as I reﬂected on my good
fortune (whether it be family,
friend or foe), I needed to realize
that God directs my personal
universe. God places me in

situations where I grow as a
person by consciously seeking
help through prayer to fulﬁll the
mission entrusted to my care.
For me, opportunity is the
situations (easy and diﬃcult) that
make it possible to experience
God’s hand in my formation
process. Every day has a new
scenario.
I am not a news junkie so I do
feel a strong sense of guilt when
I see pieces on television or read
about the struggles of people in
the world. How can I help those in
need?
What do I do with the food
God grows with me? How is it
distributed? Could I do more to
help those in need? Is sending
money the easy way out?

So, I went full circle within my
own spiritual life. Am I spending
enough time preparing for the
future? Will my preparation,
combined with my opportunity,
result in good fortune? Will God
say, “well done, my good and
faithful servant?”
I don’t know the answers, but
I know I can do better. I begin by
giving thanks to God. I then pray
that I use God’s grace to create
good fortune for all of God’s
people.
Care to join me?
 Odermann lives with his wife, Leona,
on the family farm in Billings County. They
are members of the Church of St. Patrick
in Dickinson and assist with eucharistic
celebrations there as well as at the Churches
of St. Bernard (Belfield) and St. Mary
(Medora).

Balancing Church & State
CHRISTOPHER DODSON

Recognizing the face of Christ in others
Christmas has arrived. Christ is
among us.
It would be folly to claim to
know all the implications of that
statement of truth.
Through revelation, however,
we know slivers of the truth.
We know that Christ is in the
sacraments and in the Church,
that receives and celebrates them.
We know that Christ is in our daily
lives, never abandoning us on our
earthly journey. We know that
where two or more are gathered in
his name, He is there.
All this is true, but sometimes
these examples paint a picture of
Christ as a mere fellow traveler or
ride-along buddy. Christ is not just
standing at our bedside at night or
looking over our shoulder as we
conduct business.
Rather than looking at Him as
a spirit among us, we should look
for Him in each other. The human
person is the greatest sign of
Christ among us.
In fact, Christianity stood
out as unique in that it saw that
the human face and body were
reﬂections of God. At times, the
Church had to ﬁght against those
who would remove and destroy all
icons and statues not only from
church life, but society in general.
The Church rightly denounced
this iconoclasm as a heresy, but
like all heresies it had a grain of
truth. The iconoclasts, like some
Muslims, Jews, and even some
eastern religions, understood that
if a person could create an image
of man in painting, a coin, or a
statue it meant that the person

was attempting to create an image
of something sacred. They were
right up to a point.
Saint Teresa of Calcutta saw
the face of Christ in the poor she
and her fellow sisters served. To
celebrate Christmas, we should do
the same.
Christ is there, in the face of
the unborn child, one of the most
dangerous places in our country.
Christ is in the face of the
person on death row.
Christ is in the faces of those
in prisons, jails, and immigration
detention centers.
Christ is working in the ﬁelds,
factories, and oﬃce buildings.
Christ is in the migrants and
refugees crossing seas and borders
everyplace across the globe.
Christ is in the newcomer trying
to establish a safe and stable life.
Christ is in the emergency
rooms, the nursing homes and
clinics.
Christ is in the politically
oppressed and those persecuted
because of their beliefs.
Christ is in the faces of those
traﬃcked for labor, sex and bodily
organs.
Christ suﬀers in those caught in
conﬂict, war, famine and fear.
Christ is in those bullied,
sexually harassed and
discriminated against.
Christ is in the face of those
with whom we disagree, our
opponents and our enemies.
The list could go on and on;
for Christ is in all. This is one of
the messages of Christmas. It is a

reminder of Christ’s true presence
here on earth.
Too often, some brands of
Christianity want to treat Christ
like a piece of personal property
that is only held by the select
who receive it. You have to be in
the club. At best, these groups
are confusing the Gospel with
Christ Himself. At worse, they
are engaging in an exercise of
factionalism or Gnosticism.
Seeing Christ among us means
seeing Christ in those whom
we do not expect to see Him.
This fact has social and political
consequences.
It is tempting to think that
seeing Christ in others and
responding to their needs is a
matter of charity, but that thought
is just that—a temptation. In many
cases, the needs of a person are
due to them as a matter of justice
because they are created in the
image of God and Christ is there.
The Catechism warns against
giving in charity what is really
due as a matter of justice simply
because they are human persons.
Justice is a matter of public policy,
not charity.
Professing “Christ is among
us” means engaging in a politics
of love. It means that issues
like abortion, poverty, violence,
homelessness, migration and even
taxation are not mere political
issues with human consequences.
It means they are ﬁrst and
foremost human issues involving
Christ Himself. For whatever we
do or fail to do to the least of these,
we do or fail to do to Him.

This focus may seem
depressing, especially during the
Christmas season. Christianity,
however, is a religion of paradoxes.
We celebrate Christmas because
we know now that Christ is there
among the poor, the vulnerable
and the downtrodden. We
celebrate Christmas because we
know that Christ is there. We
celebrate Christmas because we
have the privilege of being Christ’s
hands and feet, serving Him as we
serve others.
 Dodson serves as executive director of
the N.D. Catholic Conference, the official
liaison for the dioceses of Fargo and Bismarck
in matters of public policy.

CLERGY
APPOINTMENT
Bishop of Bismarck
David D. Kagan,
D.D., P.A., J.C.L.

The following appointment has
been made by Bishop David D.
Kagan, D.D., P.A., J.C.L.
The Very Reverend
Jared Johnson,
Chaplain for
Light of Christ
Catholic Schools
and Vicar Forane
for the Bismarck
Deanery, to be
also the Rector
Fr. Jared Johnson
ad interim for
the Cathedral of
the Holy Spirit Parish, Bismarck,
effective December 25, 2017.
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Making Sense out of Bioethics
FR. TAD PACHOLCZYK

The bitter pill of false liberation
A major study published on
December 7 in the New England
Journal of Medicine concludes
that hormonal contraception
increases the risk of breast cancer
for women. The research used
all of Denmark as its sample,
following nearly 1.8 million
Danish women of childbearing age
for over a decade. The study, as
described by the New York Times,
“upends widely held assumptions
about modern contraceptives for
younger generations of women,”
especially the view that “newer
hormonal contraceptives are much
safer than those taken by their
mothers or grandmothers.” It also
establishes that the risk to women
increases with longer periods of
use. Major media outlets have
done their best to minimize the
implications of the study and
“soften the blow” for the millions
who, for decades, have faithfully
embraced a “contraceptive
mentality.”
This mentality has promoted
contraception, especially the
Pill, as a path for women to
move toward equality with men
by enabling them to reap the
“beneﬁts” of the sexual revolution.
But Mary Rice Hasson, J.D.,
director of the Catholic Women’s
Forum at the Ethics and Public
Policy Center in Washington, D.C.
notes that the reality for women
is very diﬀerent, and “our lived
experience has shown that this is a
false promise.” Countless women,
she emphasizes, have ended up
being vulnerable to, and harmed

by, the sexual revolution and its
promotion of contraception as “the
solution.” They have been given a
“bitter pill” in the form of the Pill.
In a remarkably prescient
passage dating back to July 1968,
Pope Paul VI already foresaw
this in his encyclical Humanae
Vitae, the momentous and
beautiful document explaining
not only the moral problems
with contraception, but also
its devastating eﬀects on men,
families and women in particular.
Contraception, he writes, opens
a wide and easy road “towards
conjugal inﬁdelity and the general
lowering of morality. Not much
experience is needed in order to
know human weakness, and to
understand that men—especially
the young, who are so vulnerable
on this point—have need of
encouragement to be faithful to
the moral law, so that they must
not be oﬀered some easy means of
eluding its observance. It is also to
be feared that the man, growing
used to the employment of anticonceptive practices, may ﬁnally
lose respect for the woman and, no
longer caring for her physical and
psychological equilibrium, may
come to the point of considering
her as a mere instrument of
selﬁsh enjoyment, and no longer
as his respected and beloved
companion.”
Paul VI oﬀers a profound,
but unpopular, observation—
that contraception is harmful
to women, and is, in fact, antiwoman. The widespread adoption

Questions
I was afraid to ask
FR. BRIAN GROSS

Q:

Why does a priest kiss the altar at the
beginning and end of Mass?

A:

The practice of reverencing the altar with a kiss is one of the most
ancient liturgical traditions and can be dated back to the 4th
century with certainty.

In the pagan Roman empire, it was customary to kiss the door
of a temple before entering to venerate the various pagan gods. Families
at home would also reverence the family table by kissing it before sitting
down for a meal. The early Church took these customs and “baptized” them
by incorporating them into worship of the true God as we gather around
his altar from which Jesus offers Himself to the Father and feeds us with His
Body and Blood. During this time of the church there were many people
converting from pagan worship to the worship of the True God and those
joining with their fellow Catholics would have immediately recognized this
symbolism from their former pagan lives.
As the custom has continued to this day at each Mass that is celebrated we
recognize two primary reasons the priest, and the deacon if one is present,
kisses the altar.
First, the altar is a symbol of Christ. Preface V of Easter declares, “By the
oblation of his Body, he brought the sacrifices of old to fulfillment in the
reality of the cross and, by commending himself to you (Father) for our
salvation, showed himself the Priest, the Altar, and the Lamb of sacrifice.” In

of the “contraceptive mentality”
has led inexorably to a new
perspective on women, namely,
that they should be more like
men, and therefore they should,
like men, become impregnable,
through the ongoing practice of
contraception. Very young women,
sometimes just entering puberty,
are now placed onto regimens
of hormonal contraception that
can continue for years or even
decades. From this perspective,
their ability to conceive life
becomes tantamount to a malady
needing to be remedied, a “defect”
that renders them “unequal” to
men. Strikingly, though, ever
greater numbers of women are
discovering an authentic and
liberating form of feminism as
they come to the awareness that,
in the words of Hasson, “we don’t
have a design ﬂaw. Being a woman
is good… and it’s a wonderful
thing.”
Wonderful, too, is that
conﬁdent feminism and liberating
sense of self-control that enables
a woman to choose abstinence
before marriage, rather than
contraception, and, once married,
to choose periodic abstinence in
agreement with her husband if
their circumstances indicate they
ought to avoid a pregnancy.
Hormonal contraceptives,
meanwhile, throw a wrench
into the works on a number of
diﬀerent levels. Beyond setting
up a woman to be “used” by
men, the Pill (and hormonereleasing IUD’s) cause signiﬁcant

alterations in her delicatelybalanced physiology. These
include restricting her ability to
ovulate, altering her cycles and
secretions, and modifying her
uterine lining—in eﬀect, forcing
her body into a pseudo-pregnant
state to exclude the possibility
of a real pregnancy. Whenever a
woman takes these kinds of steps
to disrupt her natural fertility, it
should come as little surprise that
her body rebels in one fashion or
another, including possible weight
gain, headaches, depression,
and the heightened and welldocumented risk of thrombotic
stroke, myocardial infarction
(heart attack), and—as conﬁrmed
by the recent study—breast cancer.
A woman’s body doesn’t stand
in need of being “ﬁxed” by these
powerful drugs that wreak havoc
on her biology.
The Church’s ageless but
countercultural teaching on
contraception respects and uplifts
women. It supports them in an
authentic feminism that aﬃrms
their uniquely important maternal
role in family and society, and
esteems their fruitfulness in
marriage not as a defect, but as a
real gift.
 Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. earned
his doctorate in neuroscience from Yale
and did post-doctoral work at Harvard. He
is a priest of the diocese of Fall River, MA,
and serves as the Director of Education at
The National Catholic Bioethics Center in
Philadelphia. He also serves as a professor
of bioethics at the University of Mary in
Bismarck. See www.ncbcenter.org

her liturgy, the Church tells us that Jesus “showed” himself as a type of altar.
This makes sense in a number of ways. Jesus is the center, source and goal of
our worship and the altar is the center point of the celebration of the Mass,
so when the priest reverences the altar with a kiss he is showing his love for
Christ who is the center of life and worship.
Another reason that Jesus is the altar pertains to the materials used to build
the altar in many churches, especially cathedrals throughout the world. An
altar that is made of marble gives the impression that it will never be moved
from its prominent position within the church. Jesus on the cross does not
waver from His commitment to offer Himself for our salvation and remains
steadfast as the rock upon which our hope is built.
Another reason pertains to the relics of the saints that are contained within
each altar. During the first centuries, the altar was often a stone slab placed
over the tomb of a martyr. Typically, this took place in the catacombs which
you can still visit in Rome to this day. Could the memorial of the death of
the Savior be anywhere more fittingly celebrated than on the tombs of the
faithful who had died for Christ? This is the origin of the custom of setting in
the altar-stone a cavity in which relics of martyrs or other saints are enclosed.
St. John, in the Book of Revelation, says, “I saw beneath the altar the souls
of all who had been slain for love of God’s word” (6:90). Some people think
that this statement refers to the habit of saying Mass over a martyr’s tomb
on certain occasions early in the life of the Church. This tradition goes all the
way back to the time of the Apostle John.
The next time you see the priest reverence the altar with a kiss remember
these two reasons for the action and thank the Father for the gift of his Son,
Jesus and the many saints that have given their lives to Christ and intercede
for us daily, and especially as we gather for the worship of Christ, the Eternal
Priest.
 Fr. Gross is pastor of the Church of Epiphany in Watford City and Our Lady of
Consolation in Alexander. If you have a question you were afraid to ask, now is
the time to ask it! Simply email your question to info@bismarckdiocese.com with
the “Question Afraid to Ask” in the subject line.
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Rethinking Youth Ministry
CARRIE DAVIS

Where are all the teenagers?
In a previous article, I shared
information and research about
the role parents and families play
in promoting a life-long Catholic
faith among our teens and young
adults. Creating a foundation
and overall culture of faith in the
home is the primary inﬂuence that
results in successful transmission
of the faith to our children.
But, at some point in time, it is
up to the child to make the decision for themselves, whether to
embrace the Catholic faith and live
out that faith in their daily lives.
According to a recent survey, most
youth that leave the church, make
the decision to do so by age 13.
Many will continue to participate
at church until they leave home,
because of the inﬂuence of and obligation to their parents, but nearly
two-thirds of those surveyed, 63
percent, said they stopped being
Catholic between the ages of 10
and 17.
This data alone is why it is so
important that our children have
opportunities and experiences that
will help them ﬁnd and form their
own personal relationship with
Jesus at an early age. Traditionally, youth ministry programming
at parishes has focused on high
school-age youth.

But, based on my own experience in parish youth ministry and
what research is revealing about
millennials and Generation Z,
youth ministry needs to be oﬀered
earlier to truly make a long-term
impact. Through my many visits
recently with parents, youth ministers, directors of religious education, and pastors in our diocese,
I’ve heard over and over about the
lack of youth involvement, particularly among high school youth,
in church-related programs and
events. I see it myself in the high
school youth ministry programs
and events we oﬀer through the
Diocese.
I think there are numerous
reasons for this lack of high school
involvement including: 1) sports or
other extracurricular activities are
taking priority and require a tremendous commitment of time and
eﬀort; 2) in some cases, there is a
similar lack of involvement by the
parents; 3) the culture and activities at the parish are not necessarily youth-focused or intentional in
engaging youth; and/or 4) society
has made the Church and being a
Christian seem undesirable and
promotes seeking happiness in
other ways.
Numbers 1-3 above can be

addressed by us as parents and
parish leaders, if we are willing to
make some changes to what and
how we do things…which I know is
easier said than done. Number 4 is
much more challenging to address,
but it isn’t hopeless. I truly believe
that if someone has an authentic
and real encounter with God, there
is no turning back to living of this
world or turning away from the
Church. And, the sooner a child
can have an encounter, the better.
In all my conversations with
parishes, I say that if you are going to start a new youth ministry
program or are looking to engage
youth more in parish life, start
younger. I don’t want to say that
it’s too late to engage youth by
the time they get to high school,
because it’s never too late, but it
is much more diﬃcult to engage
teens once they enter high school,
if they aren’t already actively
involved.
If a parish can oﬀer diverse
opportunities (with varying activities, meeting times, etc.) for
younger adolescents (aside from
just catechesis), then eventually
high school youth ministry will
be desired as those younger teens
get older. If we focus on engaging

younger youth now, then being
active in church will become more
of a priority and “normal” for
their lives as they move into older
adolescence.
The Diocese of Bismarck also
recognizes the need to provide
opportunities to younger teens,
which is why we have added or
will be providing events such as a
middle school youth rally, Lockin Your Faith (overnight event), a
weekend retreat, and Holy Fire.
I encourage parents and parish leaders to look closely at the
ministry opportunities currently
available to younger adolescents
and ﬁnd ways to engage them and
reach them where they are socially, developmentally and spiritually. This is just one of the ways that
I think we can address the issue of
numerous youth and young adults
choosing to leave the church today
and in the future.
 Davis is the director of the Office of Youth
and Young Adult Ministries which promotes
and advocates for youth and young adult
ministries across the diocese; provides tools
and resources to support youth and young
adult ministries at the parish level; and provides workshops and training programs for
youth ministers.

Is your
marriage
tearing
you
apart?

Retrouvaille
A Lifeline for Marriages

Jan. 19-21, 2018
Bismarck, ND
Aftercare sessions provided
Registration is limited

retrouvaille.org or
bismarckdiocese.com/retrouvaille
Tara Brooke, Director of Family Ministry
701-204-7209 • Toll Free 877-405-7435
tbrooke@bismarckdiocese.com
Retrouvaille is sponsored by the
Diocese of Bismarck and is open to any
married couple struggling in their relationship
regardless of faith denomination.

Guest Al Wolf visits with Father Jerry Kautzman

Caring for your mind,
body, and spirit


% Catholic services 4 times a week



% Ecumenical services weekly



% Weekly Rosary services



% Bible reﬂection



% On-site spiritual care director, Sister Debra Berry

Call 701-751-5678 today to arrange a visit.
INDEPENDENT AND ASSISTED LIVING | BASIC CARE
LONG-TERM SKILLED NURSING CARE
SHORT-TERM REHABILITATION | OUTPATIENT THERAPY
4580 Coleman Street | Bismarck, ND 58503 | www.stgabrielscommunity.org
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The 34th World Youth Day (WYD) will take place in Panama City, Panama, January 22–27, 2019.
The event will be hosted during the winter to avoid the country’s rainy season, which occurs in July
and August - the traditional dates for WYD.
The Diocese of Bismarck Ofﬁce of Youth and Young Adult Ministries will be coordinating a trip to
Panama City January 21-28, 2019. Due to the timing of WYD 2019, the trip will only be offered
to those who are 18 or older, so as not to compete with school, March for Life events, and other
activities happening during this same time period.
View the brochure with registration form,
itinerary and other information for the Diocese of
Bismarck Pilgrimage at bismarckdiocese.com/wyd.
Registration deadline is March 30, 2018.
For questions or more information contact Carrie at cdavis@bismarckdiocese.com or 701-204-7208.

What you don’t know
can hurt you.
Pat Dolan, FICF
General Agent, Fargo
(701) 298-9922
patrick.dolan@kofc.org

Are there gaps in your life insurance coverage
and retirement plan? Can you spot them? Get
your free, comprehensive financial needs analysis
today, and be sure of your family’s future.

Mike Vetter

Minot
701-837-0135
michael.vetter@kofc.org

Don Willey, FIC

Mike Klabo, FIC

Bismarck
701-202-9089
don.willey@kofc.org

Strasburg
701-580-9036
michael.klabo@kofc.org

LIFE INSURANCE DISABILITY INCOME INSURANCE
LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE RETIREMENT ANNUITIES

Aaron Mahlmann, FIC, LUTCF
Bismarck
701-222-2755
aaron.mahlmann@kofc.org

This could be you

