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Women’s Thirst
Conference is Sept. 22

The Chrism Mass takes place once per
year in the Cathedral during Holy Week.
According to ancient practice, there are
two main features of the Chrism Mass: an
expression of union of the priests with the
Bishop, and the blessing and consecration of
the sacred oils used throughout the year in
the various sacraments that call for oil.
In the Roman Missal, it is written,
“[The Chrism] Mass, which the Bishop
concelebrates with his presbyterate, should
be, as it were, a manifestation of the Priests’
communion with their Bishop.” Since the
bishop is the only minister in the diocese who
may consecrate chrism, this Mass highlights
his ministry and the union of priests with
him. He will not baptize and conﬁrm
everyone in the parishes of the diocese, but
he will be symbolically present in the Chrism
that the priests and deacons will use. For this
reason, as many priests as possible, who can
attend from the entire Diocese, are present
to concelebrate the Mass. During the Mass,
the priests will renew the promises that they
made on the day of their ordination. We all
continue to give thanks to Almighty God for
the faithful service that our priests exercise,

and that they may be given every grace
needed in their ministry.
It is also written in the Roman Missal,
“In accord with traditional practice, the
blessing of the Oil of the Sick takes place
before the end of the Eucharistic Prayer, but
the blessing of the Oil of Catechumens and
the consecration of the Chrism takes place
after Communion.” This order of blessing
goes back to the most ancient Mass books
we have. The use of oil in our sacraments
calls to mind the “Christ” which means “one
anointed with oil.” The blessing of the Oil of
the Sick during the Eucharistic Prayer shows
the close connection between the Eucharist
and the suﬀering of the sick. The oil is then
used in the anointing of the sick. The Oil of
Catechumens is used to prepare a person’s
heart to receive baptism. The Chrism Oil is a
mixture of olive oil with aromatic resins that
makes us think of the attractive aroma of
the Holy Spirit. This special oil is not merely
blessed, but “consecrated.” It is used at
baptism, in conﬁrmation
and at ordinations to
the priesthood.

Ladies, join us for the Thirst 2018 Women’s
Conference sponsored by the Diocese of
Bismarck and held at the Bismarck Event
Center on Saturday, Sept. 22.
This is just the second Women’s Thirst.
Due to the large crowd and positive response
of the ﬁrst event held in 2015, this year’s
conference has been moved to a larger venue—
the Bismarck Event Center—to expand the
presenter opportunities and provide adequate
space.
Treat yourself to a wonderful day of
engaging and uplifting presentations,
Eucharistic adoration and confessions, music,
a Vigil Mass with Bishop Kagan, and of course,
support and conversation with your sisters in
the Lord. Well over 1,000 women attended in
2015, and we expect another great attendance.
This year’s speaker line-up will feature
two main speakers, as well as some local
presenters.
Keynote Shannon Deitz of Texas will share
her personal journey through abuse, tragedy
and ﬁnding her way back to a relationship with
God. She founded Hopeful Hearts Ministry
that strives to give a voice to survivors of
abuse. Shannon spoke to local students during
Catholic Schools Week in 2008.
Another familiar face to the diocese will
return for the women’s conference. Judy
Hehr, a keynote speaker at the 2016 Thirst
Conference, will return to oﬀer her emotional
testimony. The Wisconsin resident is a
dynamic Catholic speaker and radio host who
speaks about her transformation and openness
to God’s mercy.
Other highlights of the conference will be
talks by Dr. James Link, Bismarck clinical
psychologist, who will speak about sanctity
and self-care. There will also be a panel
discussion entitled, “Finding and Following
our Faith: A Generational Journey.” Featured
panelists are women from various age groups,
personal experiences and walks of life.
You won’t want to miss out. Find out more
and register here: www.bismarckdiocese.com/
thirst2018.
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Bishop David D. Kagan

Reflect on the presence of
Our Blessed Mother in our lives
FROM THE BISHOP

Bishop David D. Kagan

I

t is a long-standing Catholic
custom that the spring month
of May is dedicated to Our
Blessed Mother and what a
wonderful custom it is.
In the natural order of things
May is a time when our weather
is usually much diﬀerent from the
harshness of the winter months,
plants of every kind are in bloom,
crops planted earlier begin to grow
and break the surface of the tilled
soil and the sun shines warmer on
all of us.

In the supernatural order
of grace, May is a month when
many of our children have that
life-changing experience of
receiving Our Blessed Lord in
Holy Communion for the ﬁrst
time, many of our young adults
celebrate the sacrament of
matrimony; so many of our young
people graduate from one of our
Catholic schools armed with a
solid foundation in the knowledge
and understanding of our Catholic
Faith, and often enough, our
seminarians receive the sacrament
of holy orders by being ordained
as deacons and priests, and
many more of our young people
receive the beautiful sacrament of
conﬁrmation.
All of this occurs in the month
dedicated to Our Blessed Mother,
the Mother of God and our
Mother. The reason I mention all
of this is two-fold: ﬁrst, that Mary
as our Mother is an intentional
gift to us all by Jesus Himself
because He wants her to do for
us what she did for Him in His
earthly life. Second, as the Church
has taught her children from
ancient times and as it is repeated

BISHOP IN ACTION

Staff photo
Bishop Kagan joined Real Presence LIVE hosts, Fr. Josh Waltz (left) and Fr. Justin Waltz
(center) for his monthly radio interview at the Bismarck studio.

so clearly in the Catechism of
the Catholic Church: “What the
Catholic faith believes about Mary
is based on what it believes about
Christ, and what it teaches about
Mary illumines in turn its faith in
Christ.” (487)
What this means for us as we
approach the month of May is that
we have an excellent opportunity
each day of this month to reﬂect
on the place of Our Blessed
Mother in our lives. We can ask
ourselves if the Blessed Mother
is important to me as a Catholic
and, if so, how important is she.
In other words, do I ﬁnd in her
a way to come to know, love and
serve God better? If I ﬁnd that the
Blessed Mother is not a part of my
life as a Catholic, am I willing to
ask myself why that is and then
to begin to make her a part of my
daily life?
To deepen our devotion to the
Blessed Mother or to begin that
devotion and needed relationship
with her will always draw us closer
to Jesus in every way. Read the
Gospels to learn how Our Blessed
Mother, not only followed Jesus
faithfully, but always was bringing
others with her to Jesus. She will
do the very same for us. Pray the
holy rosary to learn about the
relationship she had with Jesus
because she will assist us to have
that very same relationship with
Him. Finally, as the Church prays
in one of its Prefaces for the Mass
honoring her, Our Blessed Mother
is the pattern of holiness for all of
us to follow.
Thus, as we enjoy the natural
beauty of the month of May let
this beauty direct our attention
to the supernatural beauty of Our
Blessed Mother. Her true beauty
is supposed to be the true beauty
of our souls, our persons and our
lives. Ask her to continue to pray
for us and to continue to bring
us closer to Jesus, like the loving
Mother she is and thank God for
this most special gift of love which
He has made for us.

BISHOP’S
SCHEDULE
MAY 2018
May 1 • Annual Mass and visit to
Marillac Manor, Bismarck,
8:30 a.m.
May 2 • Confirmation at Church of
Corpus Christi, Bismarck, 7 p.m.
May 3 • Diocesan ParishSoft workshop,
University of Mary, Bismarck,
8:45 a.m.
May 4 • Confirmation at the Church of
Ascension, Bismarck, 7 p.m.
May 6 • Confirmation at the Church of
St. Bernard, Belfield,
8:30 a.m. MT
May 8 • Mass at St. Gabriel’s Community
Chapel, Bismarck, 9:30 a.m.
• Caritas Award luncheon, Church
of Spirit of Life, Mandan,
11:30 a.m.
• Catholic Charities meeting,
Center for Pastoral Ministry,
Bismarck, 1 p.m.
May 9 • Confirmation at Church of Saint
Anne, Bismarck, 7 p.m.
May 10 • Real Presence Radio Live Drive
interview, Bismarck, 11 a.m.
May 11 • Home on The Range meeting
and banquet, at Home on
The Range, 2 p.m.
May 12 • Institution of Acolytes, Bishop’s
Residence Chapel, Bismarck,
9 a.m.
May 13 • Confirmation at Church of Holy
Trinity, Hettinger,
10:30 a.m. MT
May 15 • Real Presence Radio interview,
9 a.m.
• Presbyteral Council meeting,
Center for Pastoral Ministry,
Bismarck, 10 a.m.
• Blue Mass, Cathedral of the
Holy Spirit, Bismarck, 5:30 p.m.
May 17 • All-staff Mass, Bishop’s
Residence Chapel, 8 a.m.
• Directors’ staff meeting, Center
for Pastoral Ministry, 10 a.m.
May 19 • Vigil of Pentecost Mass,
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit,
Bismarck, 5 p.m.
May 20 • Confirmation at Church of St.
Martin, Hazen, 10 a.m.
May 23 • Bishop Ryan High School
graduation, Minot, 6 p.m.
May 24 • Annual Mass and visit to CHI St.
Alexius, Bismarck, 10:30 a.m.
May 26 • Mass at Christ the King,
Mandan, 4:30 p.m.
May 27 • Masses at Christ the King,
Mandan, 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.
• St. Mary’s Central High School
graduation, Bismarck, 1 p.m.
• Trinity High School graduation,
Dickinson, 3:30 p.m. MT
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Catholic Action Bringing Christ into everyday life

Carmelite Sisters honored with Caritas Award
Three sisters focus on community outreach
By LeAnn Eckroth
DCA Writer
They aren’t tall in stature,
but the gentle guidance of the
Teresian Carmelite Sisters has
made an immense impact on the
underprivileged seeking help
at the Mother Teresa Outreach
Program at Spirit of Life Church in
Mandan for the past three years.
Sisters Mary Michael, Amal
Grace and Josephine provide the
impoverished with nourishment,
clothing, housing, furniture and
transportation aid. Yet, prayer
remains a high priority in reaching
out to the discouraged.
The mission will be recognized
May 8 as the sisters are presented
with the Caritas Award for its
food pantry, prepared meals, faith
formation, distributed food soup
kitchen, supplying housing and
empowerment program. Catholic
Charities North Dakota, the award
sponsor, will host a luncheon that
day in the sisters’ honor.

Local need
Sister Mary Michael assists
with ﬁlling out the clients forms
and request. Sister Josephine and
Sister Amal Grace distribute the
food and other items from the food
pantry.
The local need is there, they
said, though the public may not
see it.
“They are living in one house
sometimes one family will write 14
-15 names down,” said Sister Mary
Michael. “So many people live in
a single room. Many sleep on the
ﬂoor without water or heat.”
They could be your neighbors,
she said. Applicants lack basic
bedding or don’t own beds or
furniture. Sisters, nieces and
grandchildren can be under one
roof.
Among these are Puerto Ricans
who joined family here to ﬂee from
the aftermath of a hurricane and
to ﬁnd work, but many also consist
of locals tasked with extra family
obligations.
The sisters estimate the mission
gives 1,000 food baskets away per
month for some 3,000 people,
and feeds at least 100 people on
Thursdays at the weekly soup
kitchen at Spirit of Life Church.
Volunteers regularly provide hot
meals for the mission during the
week.

Spiritual nourishment
Sister Mary Michael urges those

who come seeking help to pray
with her, read a little Scripture.
The promise of the sisters’ prayer
is the spiritual lift needed to try
again for a job, ﬁnd shelter or
ﬁnd help for an addiction. Those
coming to the mission often don’t
even look the sisters in the eye
when they ask for help, but they
slowly open their hearts.
“They trust us. They trust in our
prayer. I tell them, you pray just
ﬁve minutes a day. That will help
you. Sometimes, they don’t know
how to pray even,” she said.
“These people have no faith.
That is a basic problem…. They
don’t know how to hold on. They
have to keep that faith.” She
even prepared a man to return to
confession after 50 years with the
help of the priests.
She also refers people to an
empowerment support group at
the church, where the poor and
underemployed can share the
burden of related problems and
network for solutions.
The sisters doubt few are
abusing the mission, but trust that
to God.
The sisters rely on Spirit of
Life Parish Administrator Cheryl
Hansen and Pastor Msgr. Chad
Gion to help prioritize how each
person is helped and what is
distributed for the mission, but
they estimate 99 percent are actual
need.
“We are doing what God asked
us to do. We don’t care what
others say. God knows everybody.
We don’t know what is in their
heart. We just give them the help
and God will take care of it,” said
Sister Amal Grace.
“Jesus said when you do
something for the poor, that is
done to Me. When we give a coat,
I pray and say thank you Lord for
giving me this opportunity to give
this (clothing) for them, helping
them spiritually and helping them
to grow,” said Sister Amal Grace.

Inspiring others
Clergy and staﬀ say the
Carmelites have brought more to
the parish’s assistance programs
than simply ﬁlling the needs of the
visitors. They inspire others to do
more.
‘They provide people with
pastoral guidance and spiritual
counseling. For people desperate,
poor or their lives are ﬁlled with
dysfunction, the sisters are the
presence of Jesus,” said Msgr.

Submitted photos
Teresian Carmelite Sisters Josephine, Amal Grace and Mary Michael have been working
with the outreach program at Spirit of Life Church in Mandan for the past three years.

Gion.
He said their coming from
a foreign country to relocate
and serve here is a phenomenal
witness, a great gift to everyone.
“The work they do, it’s the work
Jesus calls us to do. They inspire
people to be generous the way they
are generous, especially people at
Spirit of Life.”
Because of the total self-gift
of their lives, they are the love of
Jesus,” Gion said. “When people
see the sisters do their work, they
want to help and get involved.”
He said that goes for
parishioners and people
beneﬁtting from the mission.
Hansen echoes those
sentiments, saying the sisters have
added so much more than meeting
physical needs of the mission.
“They become the face of Jesus …
They are the image of hope and
sacriﬁce, coming to North Dakota
from the other side of the world,
working to help and serve the
poorest of the poor.” Hansen said
this opens the eyes of parishioners
of how God works and they want
to help.
The sisters are quick to credit
volunteers for their help in making

the mission work, something they
ﬁnd invaluable. “They come and
ﬁll the boxes. They come to give
away the boxes and bring the
boxes from one place to another
when the truck comes. They will
help us with unloading.” The
public frequently help by donating
food, money for groceries and
non-food items for the cause and
providing hot meals.
Sister Amal Grace said the
mission has its own reward “They
want a box and we give a box.
Before I can say something, they
say, ‘God bless you, sister.’ It
brings tears to my eyes. It touches
my heart.
“They have real problems. They
have no houses. They sometimes
have no relations and they get
lonely. You can read it on their
face they are desperate. They need
prayer. They need companionship.
We pray for them and try to talk
to them. I feel God is working
through me to help them.”
Sister Mary Michael added,
“We are not only giving the food.
We have to spend time with them.
Now, they understand us. We are
here for them.”

Photo by Brett Jamrog

Institution of Lectors

Sr. Josephine helped pack baskets for this past Thanksgiving. Thanksgiving 2017, the
sisters filled baskets and fed over 600 families throughout the course of the week.

Bismarck Diocese Seminarian Mark Aune (far left) was among
the seminarians in Theology II who were instituted as Lectors
during a special Mass on April 10 in the Chapel of St. Joseph at
Kenrick-Glennon Seminary in St. Louis. The Institution of Lectors
is a rite which takes place during Roman Catholic seminary
formation and an important step toward ordination. Lectors are
called to be servants of the Living Word of God. The presiding
bishop was Bishop Robert D. Gruss of the Diocese of Rapid City.
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Everlasting light
Foxhole Chaplain Tracy kindled legacy of faith and hope
By Staff Sgt. Eric W. Jensen
Special Contributor to the DCA
Editor’s note: The following
story was printed in the N.D.
National Guard magazine. It’s
re-printed here with permission
to commemorate Memorial Day,
set aside to honor the men and
women who died while serving
in the U.S. military. While, Fr.
Tracy didn’t die while serving in
the military, he served alongside
many who did.
If there are no atheists in
foxholes—as the old adage goes—
North Dakota’s 164th Infantry
Regiment would’ve been well
served by having its own “Foxhole
Padre.” While ﬁghting against
a series of ruthless Japanese
assaults during World War II,
the soldiers were tended to by
Chaplain (Maj.) Thomas Tracy,
a Catholic priest of the Bismarck
Diocese. He was revered by the
men he faithfully shepherded
while the soldiers reinforced the
1st Marine Division in the jungles
of Guadalcanal, turning the tide of
the Paciﬁc campaign against the
Japanese empire more than 75
years ago.
Father Tracy and the 164th
Infantry provide a clear-cut
depiction of brothers-in-arms
and courage under ﬁre inside the
maelstrom of the most pivotal
conﬂict of the 20th century.
Known for his devotion to the
soldiers he served with, Tracy
earned the nickname “Foxhole
Padre” by tending to his ﬂock face
to face in the chaos of battle.
While on leave from the South
Paciﬁc in March 1943, fellow
soldier Maj. Harry Tenborg told
the Fargo Forum, “Regardless of
the obstacles, Father Tracy was
ever on the go. He was active in
the ﬁeld, he went into the front
lines, he was back at the hospitals,
bolstering morale, hearing the
men’s troubles, going from
battalion to battalion to conduct
services.
“In several instances that I
know of, he had scheduled Masses
interrupted by enemy bombers,
but that didn’t deter Father Tracy.
He and his congregation would
dive into the closest foxholes and
when the raid (from Japanese
air bombers) was over he would
resume Mass.”
It was this kind of fearless
dedication that earned Tracy
the Bronze Star with “V” device
for valor. The chaplain would
continuously prove his mettle on
Guadalcanal, etching his place in
North Dakota military history.
Tracy’s story, as well as the
chronicles of the courageous 164th
Infantry Regiment, inspire an
ethos of selﬂess service and exhibit
the endurance of faith, even in the
darkest times.

Green Hell
Fate—and a nation’s retribution
for the Japanese attacks on
Pearl Harbor—summoned
164th Infantry Guardsmen from
homesteads and cities across
North Dakota. After a year of
training, the soldiers would
spend the beginning of 1942
guarding critical infrastructure
stateside—dams, bridges, electrical

installations—in the northwest
region of the U.S. Later, they
would sail for New Caledonia to
serve as a defense force there.
The Empire of the Rising Sun
had cast its shadow across the
South Paciﬁc, occupying an array
of strategic locations throughout
the Solomon Islands. With a
conﬁguration of supply bases and
airﬁelds, the Japanese were poised
to disrupt supply routes and
communication lines between the
U.S. and Australia, and threatened
a potential invasion.
To impede the Japanese
conquest, Allied forces set their
sights on securing the jungle
island of Guadalcanal. On Aug.
7, 1942, Marines from the 1st
Division had gained a foothold
there, wresting away control
of an unﬁnished Japanese
airstrip. Dubbed Henderson
Field, the landmark was a vital
acquisition for mounting Allied
counterattacks. Months later,
however, the Marines’ grasp on
Guadalcanal was tenuous and the
ﬁghting was at a standstill. The
exhausted Marine contingent,
thinned by casualties and
illness, was in desperate need
of resupply and reinforcements.
On Oct. 13, 1942, North Dakota’s
164th Infantry would arrive on
Guadalcanal, nicknamed “Green
Hell,” where they were attached
to the 1st Marine Division. They
would become the ﬁrst U.S. Army
unit to oﬀensively engage the
enemy in World War II.
Seventy-ﬁve years and one day
later, on Oct. 14, 2017, several
soldiers from the 164th Infantry
Regiment looked back at their
ﬁrst day on Guadalcanal during a
reunion celebration at Bismarck
State College. They recounted
how their welcoming to the island
came via Japanese air raids with
incessant bombing greeting them
throughout the day.
“That night, Japanese
battleships came in (the Kongo
and Huruna) and threw in about
1,000 rounds of 14-inch naval
shells, which is a big shell. You
could pour a basement in the
crater (of where one landed),” said
Doug Burtell, who served with the
164th Infantry’s Headquarters
Intelligence and Reconnaissance
section.
For Richard Stevens, of
Company M, a retired colonel,
his ﬁrst day on Guadalcanal

Chaplain (Maj.) Thomas Tracy, of the 164th Infantry Regiment, was called “Foxhole Padre”
by the soldiers he served with on Guadalcanal. Father Tracy was ordained a priest of the
Bismarck Diocese

would comprise the most
terrifying moments of his life. He
remembered how the initial air
raids that greeted the soldiers had
given them their ﬁrst casualty.
Cpl. Kenneth Foubert, of Grand
Forks, was a member of Stevens’s
M Company. The later Japanese
naval bombing, which had been
targeting Allied aircraft on
Henderson Field, but ultimately
landed on top of the 164th
Infantry’s position, only added to
the pandemonium.
“They (the battleships) caused a
lot of damage, and they scared us
to death as those shells went over.
Swish, swish, swish! Salvos of four
from one battleship and then the
other, and that kept on. Those
of us who could be shaking like
leaves—like me—were doing so,”
Stevens said.
Ten days later, on the night
of Oct. 23-24, the 164th Infantry
would catch the full brunt of a
Japanese oﬀensive during what
was later dubbed “The Second
Battle of Henderson Field.” A
force of about 20,000 Japanese
amassed on Guadalcanal to engage
the American service members
and retake the airstrip.
New to the battle, the 164th
Infantry was sent to guard the
southeastern sector of a perimeter
established around Henderson
Field. Commanders believed
that an impending Japanese
assault would occur from the
northwest, while in fact the enemy
had been marching through the
dense jungles to be in place for
an attack from the south. When

the Japanese arrived, they were
exhausted but still ready for a ﬁght
and stormed the Marine sector of
the perimeter. Marine Commander
Gen. Lewis Burwell “Chesty” Puller
requested assistance for his men,
which he received when the 3rd
Battalion, 164th Infantry brought
its ﬁrepower to bear. Throughout
the night, the North Dakota
Guardsmen and Marines fought
together, shoulder-to-shoulder
from their foxholes.
“It was (the Japanese) or us,”
Douglas Ferk, of Company A, said.
“We ﬁred as much as we could.
Sometimes our barrels would get
so hot, you couldn’t touch them.”
During the ﬁrst night of the
battle, North Dakota soldiers
earned the respect of their
Marine brothers-in-arms and
proved themselves as a ﬁghting
unit. Armed with the newer M1
Garands, the Guardsmen’s semiautomatic ﬁring capability was
a boon to the Marines who were
using bolt-action Model 1903
Springﬁelds. Seeing how well the
guardsmen handled themselves in
battle, the Marines shifted their
forces to shore up other areas
of the perimeter. Commanders
ﬁgured the Japanese would not
strike the same area twice. The
North Dakota soldiers, however,
would again need to repel the
enemy, this time from their own
positions in an area called “Coﬃn
Corner.”
“The next morning, in front of
our lines, were 1,800 Japanese
bodies, killed on both the ﬁrst and
Continued on page 5

A group of 164th Infantry Regiment soldiers attend Mass while on the jungle island of Guadalcanal, sometime in early 1942.
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second nights (of the battle) by
both the Marines and ourselves,”
Stevens said.
To hold the airﬁeld would
come at a cost, and the men of the
164th Infantry would experience
profound horrors, including
the loss of their own. The unit
suﬀered 147 casualties during its
5 months on Guadalcanal, while
309 were wounded and 133 fell
ill. The soldiers’ grit and sacriﬁce,
however, was critical for the Allied
forces’ eventual victory in the
Southern Paciﬁc.
“The truth is the Japanese were
prepared on the ﬁrst day (of the
battle) to take our surrender of the
whole island. They had the forces
to do it, but they misused them,”
Stevens said. “That was the battle
where Japanese generals, after the
war, when they were asked, ‘When
did you know that you were going
to lose in the Paciﬁc?’ One of them
said, ‘After Guadalcanal.’”

Everybody was praying
In addition to a determined,
relentless enemy, the men of the
164th Infantry contended with the
volatile environs of Guadalcanal.
Some would suﬀer from dysentery,
jungle rot, heatstroke or tropical
disease dispensed by the island’s
mosquito hordes. Father Tracy’s
time there ultimately would be
altered by those conditions.
The unit had also brought
with it two Protestant chaplains
to Guadalcanal. One ended up
becoming injured and the other
contracted malaria. This left Fr.
Tracy as the sole chaplain at one
point, responsible for his soldiers’
pastoral care. Conveniently, many
of them knew the chaplain from
their previous lives back in the
states.
“It was very unique for a
parish priest to go with soldiers
in the unit. In the National
Guard setting, I suppose it wasn’t
unusual. But I always say, when
we went into the service, we took
everyone with us, including the
parish priest,” said Harry Vadnie,
a ﬁrst lieutenant with the 164th
Infantry of Bismarck, during a
2004 interview with the Bismarck
Historical Society.
The men not only knew Fr.
Tracy, but they liked the chaplain,
as well. He was lauded for his
personal demeanor and ability to
connect with his soldiers.
“Father Tracy was well thought
of by the 164th. He would bury
the dead of all religions—say their
prayer in their faith. It meant a
lot,” Jim Fenelton, a staﬀ sergeant
from Marshalltown, Iowa, said in
an interview with the Devils Lake
Journal. “He never pressured you
about going to church or anything.
After we got up into combat they
didn’t have to force too much
religion—everybody was praying.”
Tenborg, the major who shared
stories of Fr. Tracy’s gallantry
on the battleﬁeld with the Fargo
Forum, said the chaplain cared
for everyone under his tutelage,
regardless of religious aﬃliation or
background.
“Father Tracy was every inch
a soldier. Creed didn’t enter and
Father Tracy took care of his duties
as chaplain gloriously,” he said.
“Father Tracy would say Mass for
the Catholic boys and then conduct
services for the Protestants …”
The chaplain, though principled

in his faith, was remembered for
his temperate approach when
it came to discussing spiritual
matters. Alvin Paulson, a retired
colonel and friend of Fr. Tracy’s,
recalled during a speech in June
1978 an encounter between a
soldier in his company and the
chaplain in which the two took
opposing sides on the existence
of a creator. Father Tracy posed
a series of questions about the
“miracle of the solar system,
its creation and perpetual orbit
without collision,” nature and its
“necessity for life” and he also
pondered the signiﬁcance of the
“miracle of (the soldier’s) own
birth and life.”
“He concluded his remarks
by saying, ‘When you ﬁnd all the
answers to all these things, come
and see me and I’ll be willing to
listen.’ To him, this agnostic was
a human being and important
enough for this priest to attempt to
stir his conscience and make him
think for himself,” Paulson said.
Converting non-believers,
however, has never been the
intended profession of a U.S. Army
chaplain. Their military profession
has three primary competencies:
to nurture the living, care for the
wounded and honor the dead.
These were the tasks to which Fr.
Tracy dedicated himself.
“It was not intended that
chaplains should perform front
line duty on the battleﬁeld, but
rather to serve in the general area,
conducting religious services when
possible, counseling and praying
for the sick and wounded, and
burying the dead. Father Tracy
was not content with this role,”
Paulson said. “He was not afraid to
walk the torturous jungle and front
lines unarmed. His faith in God
was his shield and strength and we
knew that he had a powerful friend
and ally.”

Memorial chapel
The Chaplain Tracy Memorial
Chapel, Camp Grafton Training
Center, near Devils Lake, was
built in 1957, but it wasn’t until
June 9, 1978, when the facility was
oﬃcially dedicated with the name.
It serves as a house of worship, but
also has been used for weddings,
military funerals or as a gathering
space during retirees’ weekend
retreats. Open to visitors yearround, Tracy Chapel is a special
feature at Camp Grafton.
The 164th Infantry Regiment
helped turn the tide of World
War II 75 years ago. Some of
the soldiers who served in the
unit equate entering combat on
Guadalcanal to the expression
“baptism by ﬁre.” The embers of
their courageousness and faith in
one another continue to burn, not
only at Tracy Chapel, but within
the loyal service of those who
continue to wear the uniform in
the N.D. National Guard.
About Fr. Tracy
Father Thomas Tracy was born
in St. Paul in 1911. He was raised,
attended school and seminary
there, as well as in Denver. He
was ordained by Bishop Vincent
Wehrle, OSB in St. Mary’s ProCathedral in Bismarck on June 2,
1936.
Father Tracy’s ﬁrst assignment
was as assistant pastor of St.
Mary’s in Bismarck until 1941.
He entered military service as a
chaplain serving from 1941-46.

Leaving the military, Fr. Tracy
then became assistant pastor of St.
Joseph’s in Williston for one year.
He was then named pastor of St.
Charles in Bowman from 1947-51.
Returning to the military in 1951,
he served again as a chaplain until
1953, when he went to Hettinger as
vicar substitute for a short time.
In 1954, Fr. Tracy was named
pastor of the new parish of Little
Flower in Minot. It was soon
thereafter that it was discovered
that he was suﬀering from throat
cancer. He then spent time caring
for his health and serving part time
as chaplain at Mercy Hospital in
Williston. He died on Oct. 18, 1960
in St. Paul. His funeral was held
there at St. Andrew’s Parish with
Bismarck’s Bishop Hilary Hacker
as celebrant. He’s buried in the
The Chaplain Tracy Memorial Chapel is
family plot in Calvary Cemetery in open to visitors at Camp Grafton Training
Center, near Devils Lake.
St. Paul.

Big Smoke II set for July 9
Event organized by Serra Club of North Central ND
After the success of last
summer’s The Big Smoke—a
beneﬁt event for those in
religious formation—members
of the Serra Club of North
Central North Dakota have set
the date of Monday, July 9 for
Big Smoke II. Like last year,
the gathering will be held at
St. John the Apostle Catholic
Church in southwest Minot.

similar, activities to include a
silent auction and a social hour.
Details still are being developed.
The Big Smoke was the
idea of Rev. Adam Maus, club
chaplain and pastor of churches
in Mohall, Lansford, and
Sherwood. Father Corey Nelson,
pastor of St. Thomas in Tioga,
was declared the winner last
year and awarded the traveling
trophy.

File photo by Michael J. Photography of Minot
The Big Smoke was the idea of Rev. Adam Maus (left), club chaplain and pastor of
churches in Mohall, Lansford, and Sherwood. The event raised more than $11,000
for seminarians and others in formation in the diocese.

In announcing the date,
Michael Ruelle, club president,
said he anticipates attendance
this year could reach 500.
Some 300 people attended
in 2017, he noted. The event
raised more than $11,000 as
part of the club’s mission to
support seminarians, women
religious, and others in religious
formation.
Ruelle reported those
proceeds have been distributed
by the club to four entities:
Rev. Joshua Waltz, vocations
director for the Bismarck
Diocese, Assumption Abbey
at Richardton, the Discalced
Carmelite Nuns of rural Hague,
and the Partner With Parents
Initiative at Bishop Ryan
Catholic School in Minot.
Big Smoke I staged a dinner
featuring ﬁve priests and a
deacon as cooks and smokers of
meat in competition with one
another. Big Smoke II will be

The club is looking for 10
teams to compete. Teams can
have up to 5 members, with at
least one member of the team
being a priest, deacon, religious,
or seminarian or the team can
represent a local KC Council.
Competition brisket will be
provided to each team, with
the teams providing their own
homemade or store-bought BBQ
sauce. Judging will be by vote of
those in attendance. The entry
fee is $100 and registration
deadline is Thursday, May 31.
As he did last year, the Most
Reverend David Kagan, bishop
of the diocese is scheduled to
oﬀer Mass before the dinner.
It is expected a contingent of
priests will concelebrate.
Questions can be directed to
Ruelle at 701-839-4365 or 3402915 or Corey Bohlig at 701509-7877.
—Submitted information
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Bismarck Diocese artist turns author
Nellie Edwards writes and illustrates children’s book
By Patti Armstrong
DCA Writer
Sometimes,
taking a break
from work
has surprising
consequences.
Nationallyknown artist,
Nellie Edwards,
a parishioner of
Nellie Edwards
St. Leo the Great
in Minot, had been working
on reﬁning her painting of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary.
“I was tired and decided to take
a break from it,” she explained.
“I started the face of a little girl
and then thought of putting her
in a communion dress and a veil.
When ﬁnished, it struck me that it
looked like the cover of a book.”
And what’s a book cover
without a story to go with it?
Quickly, the storyline came for
what is titled, “Jacinta’s Miracle
Veil.” The book was released
last year in time for the 100th
anniversary of the Churchapproved apparitions of the
Blessed Mother to three shepherd
children in Fatima, Portugal. It is
a story within a story, in which a
little girl named Jacinta—named
after one of the Fatima children—
is preparing to make her ﬁrst Holy
Communion and learns of the
apparitions of Our Lady of Fatima.
With no plan to become
a children’s author, Nellie
responded to a “divine nudging,”
which paired her love of the
Blessed Mother with a way to help
evangelize children about the Real
Presence of Christ and to help
spread devotion to Our Lady of
Fatima.
The story follows a little girl,
named for Jacinta of Fatima, who
is about to make her ﬁrst Holy
Communion but out of vanity,
thinks it’s all about the dress.
Her mother is disappointed that
Jacinta is not happy with the
dress, which was made from her
mother’s own wedding gown. She
prays the rosary and is inspired to
have Jacinta start a treasure hunt
for her great-grandmother’s First
Communion veil.
Over the course of the story,
Mama introduces her daughter to
the story of Fatima and this helps
to reorient her
prideful heart. In
the end, Jacinta
realizes that Holy
Communion
is about a
relationship
with Jesus and
makes a touching
declaration of
faith in the Real
Presence of
Christ. “Jacinta’s
Miracle Veil” is
a timeless story,
which brings the
Catholic faith to
life.
This hardcover
keepsake has
a page to place
a photo and
another to enter
information about
the child’s First
Communion. It is

endorsed by The World Apostolate
of Fatima and Fr. Donald
Calloway, well-known author
of “Champions of The Rosary,”
and is available through Catholic
retailers across the country,
including Mayo Drug and Gifts
in Bismarck, as well as through
EWTN’s gift catalogue. It can
also be purchased through www.
FatimaChildrensBooks.com.
Nellie attributes her artwork
and book, as well as her family’s
move to North Dakota from the
state of Washington, with divine
inspiration.
“In 1996, in spite of having no
roots here, we moved to North
Dakota seeking a rural way of
life,” she said. They moved to the
small town of Esmond. There, she,
her husband Chrys (he died in
2012) and eight children began a
family business, based on Nellie’s
sculpted ornaments and other
casted “keepsake” gift items. Chrys
did the casting and packaging
and the kids put in a couple hours
on weekdays doing the delicate
painting. Before long, “Mother of
Eight Designs” was selling to more
than 200 gift shops in 36 states.
In 2008, the four oldest boys
started up their own business:
Edwards Brothers Custom Tiling,
which has become a thriving
business. When the boys were
asked to tile St. Cecelia’s Church in
Harvey, they asked their mother to
do a simple line drawing of a harp
and palm leaves for an inlay that
would be placed in front of the
Blessed Sacrament altar. “I asked
the boys to get me a PC tablet so
that I could get perfect lines and
symmetry,” she explained. This
became the means to do digital
painting, which is how she creates
her images.
“I was not trained to do ﬁne art,
so when the idea came to me in
2007 to do a ‘portrait’ of Blessed
Kateri Tekakwitha, I waved it oﬀ,”
she said. “I had tried to paint oﬀ
and on throughout my life, but
always with a poor outcome.”
The nagging inspiration won
out, however, and her ﬁrst ﬁne art
image ended up being approved
by the National Tekakwitha
Conference and later, requested
by Columbia Magazine for the
cover of their issue featuring her
canonization. “After that,” she

said, “Mother of Life,” my portrait
of Our Lady of Guadalupe, was
likewise requested by Columbia
and was posted on Facebook by
well-known author and theologian,
Scott Hahn, causing it to go viral.”
In 1998, Bishop James Sullivan
of the Fargo diocese, told Nellie
he had given Pope John Paul II
some of her ornaments during a
visit to Rome. He told her, “The
Holy Father immediately prayed a
blessing for you and your family.”
Nellie said she “embraced the
grace” and believes that blessing
was truly the catalyst for her
future endeavors.
For more information, email
Nellie at NellieKranzEdwards@
gmail.com or visit her website,
www.PaintedFaith.com.

7th Annual

Blue Mass
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, Bismarck

Tuesday, May 15, 2018
5:30 p.m. - All are invited.

The Blue Mass is an
opportunity to pray
for all active, retired
and deceased
law enforcement
officers, firefighters
and emergency
medical personnel.
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God’s Share Appeal
“United in
Gratitude for
God’s Blessings”
The Diocese of Bismarck is
not just one person, it is not
just one parish, it is an entire
diocese which is the Kingdom
of God in western North
Dakota.

My Dear Sisters and
Brothers in Christ,
The 2018 God’s Share Appeal will take place
on May 5th and 6th in every Catholic parish
in the Diocese of Bismarck.
This 61st Annual Appeal will provide the
critical funding for all the spiritual, pastoral
and educational programs and services that
are offered. That is why I rely on the success of this appeal to advance the work and
mission of the Catholic Church in the 23
counties of western North Dakota.
On these pages, you will read about some of
the programs and services that each of our 97 parishes and over 61,800 Catholic people benefit from through your generosity to this appeal. In addition, our
diocesan website, www.bismarckdiocese.com has much more information about
all of our programs and services that you may want to read.
I have chosen, “United in Gratitude for God’s Blessings” as this year’s theme.
Our loving and generous God has blessed each one of us with so many blessings. Through God’s infinite grace, each of us possesses special gifts meant to
glorify Him and his kingdom here on Earth. As baptized Catholics, we have a
responsibility to be thankful for all the gifts and talents that God has blessed us
with. One way that we are able to show our appreciation for God’s blessings in
our lives is by sharing those gifts and talents with others.
When we all come together, united as one Catholic family, and share in gratitude for God’s blessings, we are expressing our love for Jesus Christ and we are
allowing all of our important programs and services to continue.
I invite you to join me and make a generous donation to this year’s appeal.
Your donation is carefully spent; it is money for God’s work, and I use it accordingly. Your contribution is deeply appreciated, very much needed, and
makes a real difference in the lives of so many people.
Thank you in advance for your thoughtful giving and support of Christ’s mission in western North Dakota. May you be blessed beyond measure for all your
goodness!
Sincerely yours in our Lord, Jesus Christ,

Most Reverend David D. Kagan
Bishop of Bismarck

Diocese of Bismarck
May 5-6, 2018

We are…
61,862 Catholic people
97 Parishes
1 Bishop
1 Retired Bishop
55 Priests
10 Retired Priests
27 Seminarians
79 Permanent
Deacons
13 Men in Diaconate
Formation
1 Diocese
Living and Sharing our Faith
In 2017, we celebrated:
1,131 Baptisms
939 First Communions
850 Confirmations
264 Marriages
745 Deaths

We Respond as Disciples . . .
After reflecting on the importance of
the vital works of formation,
outreach and education funded through
the God’s Share Appeal and how you can help,
Please reflect on the many gifts you
have received from God, including
your family and financial blessings.
Next, pray about how God wants you to
use the gifts He has entrusted to your care.
Then, decide how you will share your
blessings with those in need and to
support the mission of your Diocesan Church.
Please prayerfully discern how you respond
to God’s generosity in your life by making
a generous pledge to the God’s Share Appeal
that impacts thousands of lives in western
North Dakota each year.

“United in Gratitude for
God’s Blessings”
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God’s Work

For more pictures and information on each office, please visit our diocesan website:

www.bismarckdiocese.com
Your donation to the 2018 God’s Share
Appeal supports all of the programs and
services provided by the following offices:
• Archives
• Bishop’s Office
• Canonical Services
• Chancery Office
• Communications and Media Services
• Continuing Education for Clergy
• Education
• Faith Formation
• Family Ministry/Respect Life
• Finance
• Mission Advancement/Foundation
• Missionary Activity
• Moderator of the Curia/Vicar General
• Permanent Diaconate
• Stewardship and Resource Development
• Vicar for Presbyters
• Vocations
• Worship
• Youth and Young Adult Ministries
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A Your donation supports the Office of Vocations. Last year, Fr. Greg Luger and Fr. Jordan
Dosch were Ordained to the Priesthood. On June 11, 2018, two of our seminarians, Deacon
Jarad Wolf and Deacon Dominic Bouck, will be Ordained to the Priesthood. The other 25
current seminarians are scheduled to return to the seminary in August. In addition, Bishop
Kagan has already accepted three additional men into the seminary this August and Bishop
Kagan is still visiting with two other possible new seminarians.
B Your gift supports the Office of Faith Formation which provides valuable training and
information to all of the parishes’ Religious Education programs. This office also coordinates
the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd training for the parishes and Catholic schools using
this special Religious Education program; the Thirst Conference and the Men’s and Women’s
Thirst Conferences; and the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) for those wanting to
enter the Catholic Church.

C Your contribution supports the Office of Family Ministry/Respect Life which provides

C FATHER/DAUGHTER BALL
B 2017 MEN’S THIRST CONFERENCE

informational resources for marriage preparation, marriage encounter, sponsor couple
training, respect life, natural family planning, marriage enrichment and several other
opportunities. There are numerous programs and services offered by this office that include
the Father/Daughter Ball; Mother/Son Event; Celebration of Marriage; Town and Country
Celebration; Courage; Hannah’s Hope Ministry, Rachel’s Vineyard, Retrouvaille and others.
D Your donation supports the Office of Youth and Young Adults that leads, coordinates and
implements the following events and activities: Search Retreats; Diocesan High School
Youth Rally; Diocesan Middle School Youth Rally; Steubenville Conferences; World Youth
Day; March for Life Rally; and the Catholic Youth Advisory Council. In addition, this office
offers support and training for each parish including parish Confirmations.

A OFFICE OF VOCATIONS
Laying on of Hands by Bishop Kagan and
priests during an Ordination Mass

E Your gift supports the Office of Permanent Diaconate which assists men who are studying
to become deacons in the five-year formation program. This office also coordinates the
on-going formation weekends for our Ordained Deacons throughout the year. Currently, we
have 13 men in formation and 79 deacons.
F Your contribution supports all of our 10 retired priests and Bishop Emeritus Paul A. Zipfel
who are a tremendous gift to our diocese. Through the ministry of the Office of the Vicar for
Presbyters, we desire to reaffirm them and offer encouragement to them as they experience
their sunset years. Bishop Kagan poses with Fr. John O’Leary, Fr. Marvin Klemmer, Fr. Paul
Cervinski, and Fr. Jerome Kautzman.

A OFFICE OF VOCATIONS
Bishop Kagan poses with our two seminarians
that will be Ordained to the Priesthood.

Stewardship and the God’s Share Appeal
The God’s Share Appeal is based on the concept of Christian Stewardship.
Stewardship is centered on the daily recognition that we are not the absolute
owners of ourselves, our time, our talents, or material goods. Rather, we have
received every gift of nature and grace from God. Through Baptism we are called
to use our time, talent and treasure in a responsible manner for our families,
our parish communities, the pastoral, educational and religious ministries of
the diocese, and for the global ministries of the universal Church. Stewardship
is not about just giving in order to fill a need. It is about living a life that shows
gratitude to the Lord for our lives, our skills and our resources.

Stewardship is . . .
• Receiving God’s Gifts Gratefully

• Nurturing God’s Gifts Responsibly

• Sharing God’s Gifts Justly

• Returning God’s Gifts Abundantly

B RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS (RCIA)

G The Office of Communications assists Bishop Kagan in communicating with people of all
ages in a variety of ways – through the Dakota Catholic Action newspaper, weekly video
messages on the diocesan website and through his Twitter account.
H Educational workshops are offered by several diocesan offices to a variety of parish groups
throughout the year. Our priests, deacons, parish employees, parish and finance council
members are among the many who benefit from the education provided.

D CONFIRMATION

C CELEBRATION OF MARRIAGE

This year’s God’s Share Appeal theme is “United in Gratitude for God’s
Blessings.” Our faith teaches us that the way we came to know of Jesus’
love for us, was that He laid down his life - as an example for us to follow. By
making a gift to this year’s God’s Share Appeal, you are expressing your love as a
Christian steward - supporting Christ’s work here in western North Dakota.

F RETIRED PRIESTS AND BISHOP

G OFFICE OF COMMUNICATIONS

C TOWN AND COUNTRY CELEBRATION
D MARCH FOR LIFE RALLY

Consider Different Possibilities

1. Make a pledge rather than a one-time gift.
2. Have your gift automatically deducted from your checking or savings account.
3. Use your credit card or debit card to make your gift.
4. Make your gift on-line at www.bismarckdiocese.com
5. Increase last year’s gift by a percentage or a specific dollar amount.
6. Pledge one percent of your income.
7. Make your gift using stocks, bonds, grain, livestock, securities, real estate, or
other personal property, which may have greatly increased in value. Should
you be considering this type of gift, contact the Office of Stewardship and
Resource Development at (701) 222-3035 for assistance.
Annual Household Income

1% Pledge

Down Payment

$12,000
$24,000
$48,000

$120
$240
$480

$10.00
$20.00
$40.00

2017-2018 SEMINARIANS: PLEASE PRAY FOR AND SUPPORT OUR SEMINARIANS
SEMINARIAN
VOCATION STORIES AT
BISMARCKVOCATIONS.COM

H CATECHESIS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD TRAINING

11 Monthly Payments
$10.00
$20.00
$40.00

$60,000
$600
$50.00
$50.00
$90,000
$900
$75.00
$75.00
$120,000
$1,200
$100.00
$100.00
$180,000
$1,800
$150.00
$150.00
Please consider 1% of your income as a gift to the 2018 God’s Share Appeal. Make your pledge
today. Thank you for being good stewards of God’s varied grace.

E OFFICE OF PERMANENT DIACONATE

JARAD WOLF
Theology IV
Sacred Heart
Glen Ullin

DOMINIC BOUCK
Theology IV
St. Patrick’s
Dickinson

GREGORY CRANE
Theology III
Cathedral
Bismarck

BRANDON WOLF
Theology III
St. Leo the Great
Minot

MARK AUNE
Theology II
Corpus Christi
Bismarck

ANTHONY DUKART
Theology I
St. Joseph’s
Killdeer

BEN FRANCHUK
Theology I
Queen of Peace
Dickinson

PAUL GARDNER
Theology I
St. Mary’s
New England

GREG HILZENDEGER
Theology I
Cathedral
Bismarck

MATTHEW KOPPINGER
Theology I
St. Anne’s
Bismarck

NICK VETTER
Theology I
St. Anthony
Linton

RYAN MARTIRE
Pre-Theology II
Cathedral
Bismarck

LUCAS DEMERS
Pre-Theology I
St. Leo the Great
Minot

STEVEN VETTER
Pre-Theology I
St. Bernard’s
Belfield

JACOB BENNETT
College IV
Cathedral
Bismarck

GRANT DVORAK
College IV
Cathedral
Bismarck

JACOB MAGNUSON
College IV
St. Therese Little Flower
Minot

LOGAN OBRIGEWITCH
College IV
St. Joseph’s
Beulah

BENJAMIN WANNER
College IV
St. Joseph’s
Mandan

JOHN WINDSOR
College III
St. Mary’s
Bismarck

ERIC ARTZ
College II
St. Therese Little Flower
Minot

CHRISTIAN SMITH
Theology II
Cathedral
Bismarck

JACOB DEGELE
Theology I
St. Joseph
Dickinson

JOSH HILL
Pre-Theology I
Cathedral
Bismarck

DUSTIN JOHNS
Pre-Theology I
St. Leo the Great
Minot

ISAIAH FISCHER
College II
Cathedral
Bismarck

COLTON STEINER
College II
St. Joseph
Dickinson
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Holy Week 2018
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit &
Church of Saint Anne, Bismarck

Fr. Greg Luger carries the cross up the center aisle on Good Friday.

On Holy Saturday, Fr. Wayne Sattler marks the pascal candle held by Deacon
Wayne Jundt.

During Holy Saturday
Mass at the Church of
Saint Anne,
Fr. Wayne Sattler
reads Scripture.
During the Chrism Mass on March 26, Deacon John Bachmeier presented
the Chrism Oil to Bishop Kagan.

At the Church of Saint Anne, Fr. Tom Grafsgaard
prays the Eucharistic prayer during Holy Saturday
Mass with Fr. Wayne Sattler and Deacon Wayne
Jundt looking on.

Photos by Deacon Joe Krupinsky

At the start of Good Friday services, Bishop Kagan, priests
and deacons venerate the cross.

Bishop Kagan venerates the cross during
Good Friday services.

Following Holy Thursday Mass, Bishop Kagan processes out with the
Blessed Sacrament in his hands. The Blessed Sacrament was then set
up in the side chapel in preparation for Good Friday.

At Holy Thursday Mass, Bishop Kagan
washed the feet of several people
including Fr. Greg Luger (far left).
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Kenrick-Glennon Seminary Lions basketball team
By Paul Gardner
Diocesan Seminarian
Fast and faster. These are the
key qualities that Kenrick-Glennon
Seminarian-Coach Matthew
Koppinger, Theology I – Bismarck,
sees in the KGS Lions’ basketball
squad. Made up in large part of
seminarians new to KGS this year,
the team thrives on quickness
and an upbeat tempo. Matthew
himself is fresh in the coaching
position for the Lions, and brings
a wealth of basketball knowledge
and experience to the team. In just
a few weeks, he has helped the
12-man roster put the right pieces
together — speed, strength, size,
and shooting — into an integrated
and competitive lineup.
In seminary formation, even
fun and ordinary activities like
basketball take on a deeper focus,
one that goes beyond speed or
scores. Basketball is one of the
ways in which the seminary
provides an environment of solid
human formation. It enables
seminarians to practice teamwork,
communication, dedication,
selﬂessness, and many other
valuable human qualities pertinent
to priestly life. Playing on the
KGS Lions’ team only takes a few

Two employees
join diocese staff
The diocese recently welcomed
two new staﬀ members.
Pam Mathern joined the
diocese staﬀ in
December 2017
as the main
receptionist/
administrative
assistant. She’s
the ﬁrst person
people see when
Pam Mathern
visiting the
Center for Pastoral Ministry. Pam
is the administrative assistant for
the oﬃces of the vicar general/
moderator of the curia, family
ministry, faith formation, youth
ministry/SEARCH retreats and
the diaconate. She had previously
worked at Bismarck Public
Schools before joining the diocese
staﬀ. Pam and her husband,
Gerard, have four children and
two grandchildren.
Matt Stevenson began serving
the diocese as
the planned
giving specialist
in December
2017. His main
duties include
providing
information for Matt Stevenson
donors about
the process of planned giving
and working with those who
are looking for an opportunity
to gift the Catholic Foundation.
Previously, Matt had worked
as project manager at Fireside
Oﬃce Products in Bismarck and
Director of Alumni Relations at
the University of Mary. He resides
in Bismarck with his wife, Emily.
They have one child and are
expecting their second child in
July.

The Kenrick-Glennon Seminary Lions Basketball Team at the 2018 tournament at Mundelein Seminary.

hours a week, and not only gives
seminarians an opportunity for
physical ﬁtness, but a chance
to run their athletic abilities to
the max in a competitive and
structured sporting activity. The
team practices for the annual
Mundelein Basketball Tournament
in Chicago.
The tournament is a highlevel energy event with intense
competition. This year’s event
took place at the end of January
and the Lions made the top eight
of all seminaries in attendance.

It was time well spent, providing
an opportunity to meet men from
other seminaries and experience
the brotherhood present within
the broader Church.
As a ﬁrst year Theology
seminarian, I am thrilled to be
part of the team and to be the
new Athletic Coordinator for the
seminary. After playing basketball
all through grade school and high
school in my home town in North
Dakota, I am excited to get back
into the court playing the game
I love. Here at Kenrick-Glennon

Photo by Brett Jamrog

Seminary, it is more than just a
game and there is more at stake
than winning. To the seminarians,
basketball is one more way the
Lord is forming His future priests.
Gardner is a seminarian
for the Diocese of Bismarck
studying Theology I in St.
Louis. This article appeared
in the publication, The Herald
Magazine, Spring 2018, KenrickGlennon Seminary. It is reprinted
here with permission.

4BGFUZ5JQT'PS1BSFOUT
Sexual abuse is a difficult subject for most people to
discuss, and especially difficult for parents to discuss
with their children. But as frightening as the topic may
be, sexual abuse is a serious and, unfortunately, common
problem that affects both boys and girls. In most cases,
the person who sexually abuses a child is an adult or older
child known to the victim, often an authority figure that
the child knows, trusts or loves. The offender usually uses
coercion and manipulation, not physical force, to engage
the child. Tips for minimizing your child’s risk of being
sexually abused include:
• In early childhood, parents should teach their children
the appropriate names for their private parts, just as
they teach their child names of other body parts. This
teaches that while private parts are private, they are not
so private that you can’t talk about them.
• Parents should teach young children about the privacy
of body parts, and that no one has the right to touch their
bodies if they don’t want that to happen. Children should
also learn to respect other people’s right to privacy.
• Teach children early and often that there are no secrets
between children and their parents, and that they should
feel comfortable talking with their parent about anything
-- good or bad, fun or sad, easy or difficult.
• Be aware of adults who offer children special gifts or
toys, or adults who want to take your child on a “special
outing” or to special events.
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• Enroll your child in daycare and other programs
that have a parent “open door” policy. Monitor and
participate in activities whenever possible.
• As children age, create an environment at home in which
sexual topics can be discussed comfortably. Use news
items and publicized reports of child sexual abuse to
start discussions of safety, and reiterate that children
should always tell a parent about anyone who is taking
advantage of them sexually.
• If your child discloses any history of sexual abuse, listen
carefully, and take his or her disclosure seriously. Too
often, children are not believed, particularly if they
implicate a family member as the perpetrator. Contact
your pediatrician, the local child protection service
agency, or the police. If you don’t intervene, the abuse
might continue, and the child may come to believe that
home is not safe and that you are not available to help.
• Support your child and let him or her know that he or she
is not responsible for the abuse.
• Most children and their families will also need
professional counseling to help them cope with the
abuse.
For more information on keeping kids safe,
call (701) 323-5626.
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Rethinking Youth Ministry
CARRIE DAVIS

Part One: What is discipleship focused youth ministry?
Do today’s youth ministries
form young people into lifelong
disciples of Jesus Christ? Current
statistics would tell us no. But,
why not? What is lacking and what
are we doing wrong?
As a former parish youth
minister, when I look back on the
many teens I’ve encountered over
the years, I know that only a small
number of them are still actively
practicing their faith as adults.
And, as I’ve shared in previous
articles, this is a common and
growing trend across the country.
When I think about the teens who
I know are still practicing their
faith, many of which I still keep in
touch with, there are two primary
common factors that I think made
the diﬀerence—TIME and RELATIONSHIP.
Many of these teens are ones
that I or another adult, spent a
lot of time with outside of normal
“youth group” activities. Some of
this time was spent one on one
discussing life and faith or just
“hanging out,” and some time
was spent in smaller groups doing
bible studies, prayer groups, and
more. When I think about the
element of “time” and the relationships that were built through
the time given, it makes complete
sense as to why this had a greater
impact on the youth than maybe
my large group eﬀorts had.
When we think back to all
we’ve read and learned from the
Bible, Jesus gives us the perfect
example of how to form disciples.
Jesus spent a lot of time with his
apostles, both one on one and in
small groups. Jesus challenged
them, was there to answer their

questions and loved them for who
they are. They encountered God
in a real and tangible way. So why
aren’t we better imitating His example in our youth ministries?
In Sherry Weddell’s book
“Forming Intentional Disciples,”
Sherry states that we need to
return to our understanding of
discipleship making. She speaks of
the ﬁve thresholds a person passes
as he or she grows into intentional
disciples:
1. Initial trust: A person is not
practicing Catholicism, but has
a positive association of Jesus
Christ, His Church, and Blessed
Virgin Mary, a person in the
Church, or something else related
to the Catholic faith.
2. Spiritual curiosity: A person
is intrigued by Jesus Christ and
desires to know more about Him
and His Church, but is not yet at a
level of openness to life change.
3. Spiritual openness: A person
acknowledges to himself and to
God that he is open to the possibility of personal and spiritual
change (also known as conversion), but there is no commitment
yet.
4. Spiritual seeking: A person
actively seeks to know the God
who is calling him. He seeks to
know and understand Christ and
His Church.
5. Intentional disciple: A person
makes the decision to drop everything and follow Jesus.
The important thing to keep in
mind is that discipleship doesn’t
happen in an instant, it’s an ongoing process in life. And, discipleship is not discipleship without
a mentor. Again, this is clearly

shown if you look at the apostles
in the Bible and their relationship with Jesus. It’s the same with
anything you strive to do and do
well. You need a teacher or a mentor to guide and support you along
the way. In a recently published
book entitled, “The Art of Forming Young Disciples,” the author
Everett Fritz says,” In discipleship,
the faith is not taught, it is caught.
It is experiential in nature: the
disciple learns by following the
example of the rabbi.” So how does
this happen in our parish youth
ministries?
Discipleship-Focused Youth
Ministry (DFYM) is a model of
ministry that is currently bearing great fruit across the country.
DFYM seeks to deepen the impact
that youth ministry has in the
church through discipleship. It
focuses on four earmarks of discipleship and four areas of formation. The four earmarks are the
“how” we cultivate an atmosphere
of discipleship and they include: 1)
intimacy, 2) mutual responsibility,
3) customization, and 4) account-

ability to life change. The four areas of formation, or the “what” we
teach are 1) spiritual formation, 2)
intellectual formation, 3) human
formation, and 4) pastoral formation. DFYM seeks to recognize the
areas of formation a youth needs
to grow in and responds by oﬀering opportunities for formation in
those areas.
So what exactly does Discipleship-Focused Youth Ministry look
like? Well, unfortunately, you’ll
have to wait for Part Two to ﬁnd
out in next month’s writing. But,
I can tell you that it is NOT a onesize-ﬁts all approach, it is NOT a
program, and it’s easier than you
might think! Stay tuned for the
June issue of the Dakota Catholic
Action for more on DiscipleshipFocused Youth Ministry.
 Davis is the director of the Office of Youth
and Young Adult Ministries which promotes
and advocates for youth and young adult
ministries across the diocese; provides tools
and resources to support youth and young
adult ministries at the parish level; and provides workshops and training programs for
youth ministers.

Holy Father’s Prayer
Intentions for May
Evangelization:
The Mission of the Laity
That the lay faithful may fulfill their
specific mission, by responding with
creativity to the challenges that face
the world today.

UPCOMING EVENTS
 Marriage encounter weekends
A Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend is
a private weekend away from the distractions
of daily life for couples in good marriages.
Give your marriage this gift. The next
available weekends in this area are May 4-6 in
Buffalo, Minn. and Nov. 9-11 in Medora. Early
registration is highly recommended. For more
information, visit ndwwme.org or contact Rob
and Angie at 701-347-1998.

Friendship Tea on Saturday, May 5 from 11 a.m.
to 2 p.m. at the Brazilian Harvest Grill on main
street in Mandan. All are invited to enjoy the
presentation by guest speaker Big Blue Couch
Coaching. Tickets are $15 per person and must
be purchased in advance. For more information
and tickets, contact Sarah Voigt at 701-3918950.

 Marriage retreat May 11-13
The diocese is sponsoring a retreat for couples
wanting to grow in holiness while growing
 Fiesta on the Fourth May 4
All adults are invited to come to Christ the King closer to one another. The retreat weekend
School’s annual fundraiser “Fiesta on the Fourth” is set for May 11-13 at the Assumption
with tacos, tequilas, tapas (by Fr. Schneider) and Abbey in Richardton. Enjoy silence together
in prayer while Fr. William Ruelle leads
tournaments on Friday, May 4, at the Mandan
you through “Marriage and the Spiritual
Eagles. Doors open at 5:30 p.m., taco dinner at
Exercise of St. Ignatius of Loyola.” Register at
6:15 p.m., games begin at 7:30 p.m. and a live
bismarckdiocese.com/marriageretreat. Cost is
auction at 9 p.m. Enjoy food prepared by Celia
$200/couple. Contact Tara Brooke at tbrooke@
Sattler (formerly of Los Amigos), homemade
bismarckdiocese.com or 701-204-7209 with
tapas by Fr. Nick Schneider, desserts, pinochle,
questions.
blackjack, bingo, Mexican themed games, and
prizes. There will also be both a silent auction
 Blue Mass May 15
and live auction. Tickets are $25 in advance
The 7th annual Blue Mass will be held on
online at www.ctkmandan.com or at the Christ
Tuesday, May 15 at 5:30 p.m. at the Cathedral
the King School office. Tickets are $30 at the
of the Holy Spirit in Bismarck. Held during
door. For more information, call Kim at 663National Peace Officers Memorial Week,
6200 or email kim.nutsch@ctkmandan.com.
this special Mass with Bishop Kagan is an
opportunity to pray for all active, retired and
 CDA Friendship Tea May 5
deceased law enforcement officers, firefighters
The Catholic Daughters of the Americas
and
emergency medical personnel.
Court St. Cecelia #362 in Mandan is holding a

 Big Smoke BBQ cook off July 9
The Serra Club of North Central North Dakota
will once again present the Big Smoke BBQ
cook off will take place Monday, July 9 at St.
John the Apostle Church, Minot. The public is
invited to enjoy food, fun, games and silent
auction. The club is looking for 10 grilling teams
to compete. All cook-off teams can have up
to five members and must have at least one
member who is a priest, deacon, religious,
seminarian or represent a KC Council. Team
registration deadline is May 31. For more
information and team requirements, contact
Corey Bohlig at 701-509-7877.
 Women’s THIRST Sept. 22
Ladies, mark your calendars for the THIRST 2018
Women’s Conference sponsored by the Diocese
of Bismarck and held at the Bismarck Event
Center on Saturday, Sept. 22. Treat yourself to
a wonderful day of uplifting presentations,
confessions, Eucharistic adoration, music, a Vigil
Mass with Bishop Kagan, and of course, support
and conversation with your sisters in the Lord.
Registration is free. For more information and
to register online go to www.bismarckdiocese.
com/thirst2018. Conference sponsorships and
donations are also welcome.
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Catholic Charities
CHAD PROSOSKI

95 years of serving our neighbors
Recently, we honored the
Presentation Sisters with our
2018 Caritas Award in the Fargo
Diocese, and in May we will
honor the Carmelite Sisters in
the Bismarck Diocese for their
outstanding service and love for
humanity. The purpose of the
Caritas Award is to recognize
individuals or organizations who
have, by example and deed, served
persons in need and advocated
for justice and convened other
persons of good will to do the
same in a manner consistent
with Catholic Social Teaching.
The Presentation Sisters have
done this by helping the aging at
Riverview Retirement Community
in Fargo, and the Carmelite Sisters
do this by helping the hungry and
poor through their service with the
outreach program at Spirit of Life
Church in Mandan.
The Presentation Sisters have
served in North Dakota for over
135 years, while the Carmelite
Sisters have only been in Mandan
for 3 years—although they have
also worked at the parishes and
school in Fort Yates for 5 years.
Through prayer, service and

teaching these sisters have truly
loved their neighbors. In a way,
they also signify the past, present
and future as we trust in hope that
they and the other religious orders
such as our local Benedictine and
Franciscan sisters and brothers
will be around to help the people
of North Dakota for many more
years to come!
Witnessing the great love our
communities have for these sisters
at the award luncheons brings me
to reﬂect on the past and future of
our own organization of Catholic
Charities North Dakota. This year
marks the 95th anniversary of
Catholic Charities North Dakota.
A group formed in 1923 by Msgr.
Vincent Ryan to help the poor,
dependent children and unwed
mothers was incorporated as the
Catholic Family Bureau. Years
later, the organization’s name
became Catholic Family Service,
which many people still know it
as, before changing to Catholic
Charities North Dakota.
Since that humble start 95
years ago as a group of concerned
Catholics and their local parish
priest at St. Anthony of Padua

Church in Fargo, we have grown
to serve the entire state of North
Dakota. The ﬁrst employee was
hired in 1926; now we have
more than 50 full- and part-time
employees. That ﬁrst director was
paid $50 a month. How far would
that same $50 go today? Just as
during these 95 years the needs
of the poor and vulnerable we
serve have grown, so too has the
ﬁnancial cost to help them. Thus,
we invite each of you to donate
throughout the year as partners in
our work of serving those in need
and advocating for the common
good of all.
This fall, we plan to
commemorate our 95 years of
serving and loving our neighbors
here in North Dakota. We hope
you will celebrate with us, and let
us know how Catholic Charities
has made a diﬀerence in your life
or those of someone close to you.
We would love to gather stories of
Catholic Charities North Dakota
“Helping People, Changing lives”
over the years. To do that, we need
you, our friends and readers, to
share your own stories with us of
how we as Catholic Charities, as

Catholic
Family Service, or even as the
Catholic Welfare Bureau helped
our brothers and sisters in need.
If you are interested in learning
more about the history of Catholic
Charities North Dakota, we
commissioned a study from our
75th Anniversary in 1998 entitled,
A History of Catholic Family
Service: Social Ministry in North
Dakota. Copies of this book can
be viewed at each of our local
oﬃces, along with additional
resources. More information will
follow this summer about plans for
celebrating our 95th Anniversary.
If you have had a connection with
Catholic Charities North Dakota,
please let us know as we would
like to invite current and former
supporters, clients, staﬀ and board
members to join us.
 Prososki is the Director of Development
and Community Relations for Catholic
Charities North Dakota (CCND). For more
than 90 years, CCND and its supporters have
been putting their faith in action helping
people and changing lives. Chad can be
reached at info@catholicharitiesnd.org or
701-235-4457.

Balancing Church & State
CHRISTOPHER DODSON

Be wary of erroneous belief in human will
“Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.”
We might pray it every day, but how often do
we reﬂect on what it means for us and the larger
community?
Most of us know that it is a petition to the
Father to send his Spirit so that we do His will
rather than ours. It is, however, that and much
more.
If Christ’s death and resurrection mean
anything, they mean that everything changed at
that point in time. Nothing is and nothing need
be what it was. We are no longer slaves to the
ways of old.
One of the “old ways” was an erroneous belief
in human will. Throughout history, humans
have governed themselves and their groups
by power, domination and revenge, whether
in politics, business, family aﬀairs and even
marriage. Christ showed us another way, a way
where the ﬁrst shall be last. The devil, however,
still attempts to keep us from Christ’s victory by
tricking us into asserting our will and praising
the will of others.
Pope Francis writes about this dangerous use
of will in his new exhortation about holiness,
Gaudete et Exsultate. The pope warns that
new forms of two old heresies, gnosticism and
pelagianism, are appearing in new forms, both
of which put our will before God’s.
One example of this error is asserting a
will or desire separate from biological reality
and creation itself. We can see this error in
“gender ideologies” that deny the body and
place self-identity solely in how a person views
or imagines their own identity. We could easily
dismiss this error as a private eccentricity if
it stopped there. However, in public settings,
the workplace and even the law, the rest of
us are pressured or mandated to accept the

individual’s concept of self-identity as true.
The same assertion of self-will lurks behind
the ever-increasing acceptance of unethical
and dangerous manipulations of human
reproduction. We should discover and respect
the beauty of human reproduction with an
eye toward healing and assisting. Instead,
people want children created on their terms,
on their timetable and with the traits that they
desire. In vitro fertilization, cloning, genetic
manipulation, three-parent reproduction and
surrogacy have, at their roots, an assertion of
individual will over what is right, just, and the
common good. Like gender ideology, there
exists societal and legal pressure for the rest of
us to accept and support these errors.
The most absurd and horrifying example of
the acceptance of will over objective reality is
our nation’s approach to abortion. If an unborn
child is wanted, it becomes a “baby.” If the
child is unwanted, inconvenient or not perfect
or perfectly timed, he or she magically becomes
something not human, no matter what science
and objective reason tells us.
The same problem arises at the end of
life. Both the insistence on keeping someone
artiﬁcially alive and assisted suicide are, at
their core, the same problem. Both result from
a refusal to accept God’s will manifested in the
natural body. They are last attempts to have
“my way” rather than God’s way.
Pope Francis often reminds us that the same
type of thinking can lead to destruction of the
environment. The earth is the Lord’s and we are
charged to be good stewards. When, however,
we manipulate creation without respect for its
integrity or the impact on others we become
destroyers, not stewards. This can occur not
just in the acquisition and use of raw materials,

but also in the development and application of
all forms of technology.
Eventually, people justify their assertion of
self-will with consequentialism. This occurs
when someone feels that the outcome will
be better than whatever harm is done in the
process. Common examples include abortion,
torture, the targeting of civilians in combat,
unjust deportation, the disregard of legal
processes. It is also used to justify poor working
conditions, unjust wages and environmental
destruction in developing countries.
Throughout history, but particularly in
the ﬁrst half of the 20th century, the will of
the individual transformed into the will of
the nation, creating a nationalism which still
threatens us today. This also is a perversion of
will. States and nations are not exempt from
the commands of the Gospel. The pursuit of
national greatness can never take precedence
over compassion, the common good or even the
Beatitudes.
Finally, we must guard against unduly
praising the triumph of will in others. Wellmeaning Christians can act according to God’s
will in their personal aﬀairs but support,
promote and admire others who assert their
will rather than God’s. We, too often, vote for,
defend on Facebook and give ﬁnancial support
to politicians, pop stars, tech leaders and
entrepreneurs solely because they “break new
ground,” act as the “strongman” or embody
rugged individualism.
Our heroes should be those who strive to
be saints. Saints pray and act that “thy will be
done.”
 Dodson serves as executive director of the N.D. Catholic
Conference, the official liaison for the dioceses of Fargo and
Bismarck in matters of public policy.
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Making Sense out of Bioethics
FR. TAD PACHOLCZYK

Cowboys, infertility and deeper moral questions
Most people still remember the
story of Nadya Suleman, dubbed
“Octomom,” a single woman
who used in vitro fertilization
to become pregnant with eight
babies simultaneously. Suleman
had asked her fertility specialist,
Dr. Michael Kamrava, to implant
at least a dozen embryos into her
uterus, leading to the birth of the
famous octuplets in 2009. Dr.
Kamrava’s medical license was
later revoked by the California
Medical Board. In commenting on
the case, Judith Alvarado, Deputy
Attorney General in California,
concluded that Dr. Kamrava had
acted “like a cowboy” in ignoring
fertility industry guidelines.
When it comes to the “wild
west” of infertility—a ﬁeld of
medicine with little oversight and
unbridled proﬁt margins—there
are a lot of cowboys out there
Recently, there was the case of
Kelli Rowlette who, after having
her own DNA analyzed in 2017
through a genealogy website,
shockingly discovered that her
biological father was actually a
fertility specialist who had once
treated her mother. Without
her mother’s knowledge or
consent, the specialist had used
his own sperm to impregnate
her, while falsely claiming he
was using a mixture of sperm
from her husband (who had low
sperm count) and a donor who
was supposed to have been an
anonymous university student
with features similar to her

husband.
Another infamous case involved
Bertold Wiesner who, back in
the 1940s, established a fertility
clinic in London to help women
struggling to conceive. His clinic
supposedly relied on a small
number of highly intelligent men
to serve as sperm donors for
artiﬁcial insemination, with more
than 1500 babies being born. More
than 70 years later, based on DNA
testing of people who had been
conceived at the clinic, it turned
out that as many as 600 of the
babies born may have relied on
sperm from Mr. Wiesner himself.
There was also the troubling
story of Dr. Cecil Jacobson of
Fairfax County, Virginia. He was
accused of a “purposeful pattern
of deceit” during the 1980’s when
he fathered up to 75 children
using his own sperm for artiﬁcial
insemination with his female
patients. He was eventually
sentenced to ﬁve years in prison
and had his medical license
revoked.
Another notorious episode
relied on DNA testing and other
evidence gathered by police in
Brazil. They discovered that many
of the 8,000 babies born after
IVF treatments at the clinic of
Dr. Roger Abdelmassih in Sao
Paulo were not genetically related
to the couples who were raising
them. Authorities believe that
Abdelmassih misled many of his
clients during the 1990s and early
2000s and impregnated them

Questions
I was afraid to ask
FR. GARY BENZ

Q:
A:

If the Bible says your body is a temple,
is it okay to get a tattoo?

Tattoos are all the rage now, from sports figures to actors to top
music artists. Moved by their example, millions of Americans are
now sporting tattoos, including Christians. But, although tattoos
are trendy and mainstream, can a Christian have a tattoo or is it a
violation of our faith? Yes, a Christian can have a tattoo, but certain principles
and norms should guide one in making this decision.
First, one must always question what is behind the decision to get a
tattoo; are the intentions good and wholesome. For some people, a tattoo
can be part of a healing process. Some soldiers returning from a military
deployment get a tattoo to remember their friends who never made it
home alive. Their tattoos may include a name, the number of their unit, or
a military motto (e.g. Semper Fi). This memorial on their person helps them
heal the painful memories of war and reminds them to never forget those
who paid the ultimate sacrifice in protecting our freedoms.
Some individuals get tattoos to publicly display their faith. Among the
Coptic Christians of Egypt, virtually every man and woman has a tattoo of
the cross on their forehead or neck, to assert to the majority Muslim culture
that they are proud to profess their faith in Jesus Christ. Even in our nation
and locality, many people have tattoos of the Sacred Heart, a rosary, or a
crucifix, which serve as a silent witness to what is dear to their spiritual lives.
Others get tattoos to love and honor family members, living or deceased.
Throughout the day, a mere glance at this tattoo reminds them how
blessed they are to have (or have had) this person in their life. All of the
above intentions for a tattoo are good and affirm what is beautiful in our
relationship with the Lord and the people we love dearly.
Second, tattoos become morally problematic when their intention is to
draw undue attention to oneself. The individual, motivated by pride, wants

with embryos formed from other
people’s eggs and sperm, in a bid
to improve his clinic’s statistics
for successful implantations and
births.
Yet another nefarious incident
involved Doctors Ricardo Asch,
Jose Bulmaceda and Sergio Stone,
three fertility specialists and
faculty members at the University
of California at Irvine who ran
a campus fertility clinic during
the 1990s. They were accused of
fertilizing eggs they had harvested
from women and implanting the
resulting embryos into unrelated
women, as well as selling some
of the embryos to scientists and
researchers. Dozens of women and
couples ﬁled lawsuits against the
doctors and the university.
One of the reasons these acts of
deception by fertility specialists
are so oﬀensive to us is that we
realize how the procreation of our
own children is meant to involve a
strict exclusivity between husband
and wife. Whenever we violate that
exclusivity by hiring outsiders to
produce our oﬀspring in clinics, or
engage strangers to provide their
sex cells for these procedures,
unthinkable outcomes become
possible.
The plethora of these cases
also reminds us how many of the
cavalier approaches to human
procreation being promoted by
the fertility industry are unethical
at their core. We are witnessing
an unprecedented burgeoning
of laboratory techniques for

manufacturing human life, many
of which are deeply antagonistic to
human dignity and contrary to the
parental obligations assumed by
spouses when they marry.
The natural exclusivity intended
in parenthood is meant to aﬀord
protection, security about our
origins, and the safety of the home
hearth. In the headlong rush to
achieve a pregnancy at any price,
many couples, regrettably, are
allowing hawkish businessmen to
manipulate their sex cells, create
their children in glassware, store
them in frozen orphanages, and
even discard them like medical
waste.
The tragic fallout of these
decisions should reignite our
natural moral sensibilities, and
point us back in the direction
of the Creator’s plan for human
procreation. Our children are truly
safeguarded in the dignity of their
origins when they are brought into
the world exclusively within the
marital embrace of husband and
wife. Turning to the lawlessness
of modern day fertility “cowboys,”
meanwhile, is a quick study for
violation and heartache.
 Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. earned
his doctorate in neuroscience from Yale
and did post-doctoral work at Harvard. He
is a priest of the diocese of Fall River, MA,
and serves as the Director of Education at
The National Catholic Bioethics Center in
Philadelphia. He also serves as a professor
of bioethics at the University of Mary in
Bismarck. See www.ncbcenter.org

to turn heads with jarring tattoos and an excessive number of tattoos.
They are defacing their bodies, just to be noticed and to become a topic of
conversation. To be honest, it’s quite shallow, seeking glory for oneself rather
than always giving God the glory. The advice of Saint Paul should be heeded,
“Glorify the Lord in your body” (I Corinthians 6:20). A person with multiple
and outlandish tattoos, you might say, has founded their own religion—the
false worship of self.
Third, if tattoos do become a worship of self, a slippery slope can enter in.
Soon the Evil One leads the individual to add tattoos which are satanic,
sexually explicit, or contrary to Church teachings. Dragons, serpents,
and horns have always been associated with Satan and when enshrined
in tattoos, they become a “billboard” of sorts, promoting the occult. Of
greater concern, these symbols open the soul to the workings of Satan
and can become one of the first avenues of diabolic possession of the soul.
Sexually explicit tattoos disrespect the body, as well as the dignity of human
sexuality, and often encourage violence against women by the crudeness of
their message. Other irreligious tattoos mock the Church and her teachings,
with profanations of crucifixes, the Blessed Mother, or sacramental images.
In all of these tattoos, Satan has sown the lies of “artistic license” or “freedom
of expression” to lead souls away from the God who truly loves them. Even
with tattoos, Satan lives up to his infamous title of “master of lies.”
Lastly, tattoos should be avoided if they are overly expensive, for this may be
a violation of justice and charity. A simple tattoo is not a matter of concern,
but when a person acquires multiple tattoos costing thousands of dollars,
there is a violation of the divine commands to care for the least among us.
How can one adorn their bodies with multiple and expensive tattoos and
not be concerned about the basic bodily needs of God’s children? Such
persons have become so engrossed in their tattoos, an exterior fascination
with the body, that the interior movement of the heart has grown cold.
With these principles in mind, one should be prudent in the decision to get
a tattoo. Tattoos can have a good effect or an evil effect upon the individual;
they can mark not only the body, but the soul as well. May we always respect
the Lord with the body He has entrusted to us so that one day, our body will
be lifted up in glory.
 Fr. Benz is pastor at St. Mary in New England and St. Elizabeth in Lefor. If you
have a question you were afraid to ask, now is the time to ask it! Simply email
your question to info@bismarckdiocese.com with the “Question Afraid to Ask” in
the subject line.
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Ag Attitudes
JAMES ODERMANN

Can I embrace life as God asks?
Spring is trying to take over, albeit slowly.
While warmer temperatures will eventually
arrive, the question that remains on the mind
of agricultural producers deals with water, the
quintessential ingredient of life.
Without water, the biology of the world faces
dire circumstances. Yet, life, as was the lesson
last year, does continue, even in semi-arid
areas on the prairies of North Dakota.
This spring has brought some challenges.
One thing that I realized is that I am not as
young as I used to be—or envision myself to be.
The oscillating wavelength of temperatures has
brought mud, ice, mud, snow, more mud, ice,
mud—and frozen ruts.
I am not complaining about the mud, the
moisture or the water. These situations are
forerunners to what could be a great growing
year. I love mud because it means moisture to
grow forage—grass, hay, vegetables, trees, etc.
My wife, Leona, also knows what mud means,
but is not especially fond of it in the entry way

to the house.
One big challenge outdoors is to avoid
stumbling over the ruts. As hair grays and
coordination, balance and energy depreciate,
I spend more time wiping away the remnants
of reconstituted alfalfa hay from a face
unceremoniously planted while traversing ruts.
I make sure that when I head outdoors I
take an extra pair or two of gloves. I look like
an enlarged Pillsbury dough-boy with all of the
extra clothing stuﬀed into my jacket pockets.
These events are part of living on a farm/ranch
and seeing ﬁrsthand the wonders of God’s
creation.
There is joy of being around young livestock,
watching them experience the world. Even
more fun is watching young children around
young livestock. There is a mutual glee that
exists when youngsters meet a newborn calf,
a bleating lamb, a hiding gosling or a hatching
robin.
With eyes wide open, questions abound. Can

I touch it? Can I hug it? Can I take it home?
The fascination is nearly hypnotic, completely
committed to making sure the best care is
given to the new life form, a miracle in the
children’s eyes.
So, as I relished the scene, I reﬂected on my
own life. The youngster’s enthusiasm caused
to ask myself, “Am I fascinated, as hypnotized,
with the miracle of Jesus’ resurrection?
Am I willing to love unconditionally? Will I
encourage somebody with a smile, kind word, a
helping hand?”
More questions arise. My answers deﬁne my
commitment to God, to embrace life, to love
with awe, respect and enthusiasm as God asks.
Care to join me?
 Odermann lives with his wife, Leona, on the family farm in
Billings County. They are members of the Church of St. Patrick
in Dickinson and assist with eucharistic celebrations there as
well as at the Churches of St. Bernard (Belfield) and St. Mary
(Medora).

Planned Giving
MATT STEVENSON

27 seminarians: the need, the impact, the beauty
Being the new Planned Giving
Specialist for the Catholic
Foundation for the People of the
Diocese of Bismarck has taught
me numerous things about our
diocese. The basic things are that
there are about 62,000 Catholics,
97 parishes, 67 priests (including
Bishop Zipfel and retired priests),
79 deacons, and 27 seminarians.
Now, to many of us, those are just
numbers. But let’s re-visit one of
those for a bit, 27 seminarians.
In today’s culture, this number
is tough to come by. Hatred, envy,
agony, pride, greed, among many
other displays of negativity seem
to be highlighted more and more
each day. This world is thirsting
for something greater than
everyday vices. The world may
or may not know what they are
thirsting for, but I am sure each
person reading this knows exactly
what they are missing: Jesus! For
this column, let’s focus on the
positivity which transpires from
the number of seminarians we
have been blessed with.
Recently a survey has been
conducted across the United
States with information gathered
from each diocese. Topics
included within this survey were
Catholics per Diocesan Priest,
Catholics per ordination, and even
Catholics per seminarian. Out of
every diocese within the United
States, the Diocese of Bismarck
ranked second in the category of
“Catholics per seminarian.” Think
about that. We are second, right
behind the Diocese of Lincoln,
Neb. (they have 2,100 Catholics

per seminarian, we have 2,300).
Out of 145 dioceses, we’re second.
This is something we should be
extremely grateful for. This world,
the Church, amid negativity, needs
good priests!
Being a recent University of
Mary graduate, I am blessed to
be able to call a handful of the
seminarians my friends. In the
short time I have been here, I
have been blessed to have gotten
to know more of our current
seminarians. Something that I
have witnessed in each of these
encounters is a zeal, a love and
a purpose within each of them.
A purpose to not only serve our
Lord and Savior, but to serve
each person they encounter with
a love that can be only a result of
faith. These 27 men are our future
priests, and they need our support.
On average, the cost for a
seminarian to attend seminary
is $35,000 annually. This is
excluding travel expenses, health
care and other essential needs
for our seminarians. With that,
the cost of seminarian education
within our diocese can be
estimated to be around $945,000.
This year, we had $323,078
available in distributions from
our Seminarian Scholarship
Endowment Funds. Furthermore,
the average length of time a
seminarian spends in seminary
before being ordained is 6 to 8
years. This would mean, for the
current seminarians enrolled, at 6
years per seminarian, the cost for
each of them to become a priest
(which is the low estimate) would

be $5,670,000.
In order to practice the
sacraments, live our Faith as lay
people, and to continue to express
our love to the Church, we need
these men. Better yet, the world
needs these men. Currently, my
wife and I have one child and
another due in July. I won’t be
able to sit still until I know each
kiddo, each generation to come
will have the ability to experience
the faith to their fullest potential!
That is where, as the people of the
Diocese of Bismarck, we need to be
as willing as possible to provide a
future for our children’s children’s
children. We know without faith,

we have nothing. The support for
these seminarians aﬀects every
generation, directly and indirectly.
Not every diocese is like this
one. Shoot, I’ve lived in four total.
And, I can say that we are blessed.
Let us do everything we can to
make sure future generations
of this diocese are even more
blessed than us. Let’s establish a
foundation for these seminarians
and future seminarians they
deserve!
 Stevenson is the planned giving specialist
for the Catholic Foundation for the People
of the Diocese of Bismarck. He can be
reached at 701-204-7206 or mstevenson@
bismarckdiocese.com.

PROTECTING OUR CHILDREN
The Diocese of Bismarck is firmly committed to the health and
protection of our children, young people and vulnerable adults.
With the hope of healing the pain and suffering from sexual abuse
in the Catholic Church, we encourage anyone who has suffered
from this abuse to please come forward and let us know. To report
allegations of sexual abuse, please contact: Dale Eberle, Chancellor,
Diocese of Bismarck, PO Box 1575, Bismarck, ND 58502-1575. Phone:
701.223.1347 or 1.877.405.7435. The complaint form and policies can
be found on the diocesan web site at http://www.bismarckdiocese.
com.
CODE OF CONDUCT
The Catholic Church must be exemplary: Clergy, staff, whether
diocesan or parish, and volunteers are held accountable for their
behavior. To enable the highest level of accountability, there must be
a clear and unambiguous definition of appropriate behavior. To this
end, this Code of Conduct is defined for the Diocese of Bismarck and
it provides a foundation for implementing effective and enforceable
standards for all personnel. View the Code of Conduct at
http://www.bismarckdiocese.com.
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Join us for
Catholic Charities North Dakota’s
Caritas Award Luncheon

Honoring Carmelite Sisters

Sr. Mary Michael, Sr. Amal Grace
and Sr. Josephine
For their outreach at Spirit of Life in Mandan that
shows God’s love and mercy to all those in need.
©Saint John’s University. Used by permission.

A gift of Sacred Art

Tuesday, May 8 from 11:30am - 1:00pm
Spirit of Life Church in Mandan, ND
Please RSVP by April 30 to
dinner@catholiccharitiesnd.org,
call 701-235-4457 or
visit CatholicCharitiesND.org

Please join us for a North Dakota tour of
The Saint John’s Bible Heritage Edition.

April 16-May 2, 2018
St. Benedict’s Health Center
851 4th Avenue E, Dickinson, ND 58601
701-456-7317 | www.saint-benedicts.org

April 17-May 4, 2018
Benedictine Living Center of Garrison
609 4th Avenue NE, Garrison, ND 58540
701-463-2226 | www.blcgarrison.com

May 5-17, 2018
St. Gabriel’s Community
4580 Coleman St., Bismarck, ND 58503
701-751-5115 | www.stgabrielscommunity.org

Call for special viewing times and events.
To learn more about the Saint John’s Bible, visit
www.bhshealth.org/saint_johns_bible.

The Heritage Edition Saint John’s Bible is brought to your community with support
from Benedictine Health System and Benedictine Health System Foundation.
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Keeping Our Promise
Aaron Mahlmann, FIC, LUTCF

Pat Dolan, FICF
General Agent, Fargo
(701) 298-9922
patrick.dolan@kofc.org

Bismarck
701-222-2755
aaron.mahlmann@kofc.org

Mike Klabo, FICF

Mike Vetter, FIC

Minot
701-240-0424
michael.vetter@kofc.org

Strasburg
701-580-9036
michael.klabo@kofc.org

LIFE INSURANCE • DISABILITY INCOME INSURANCE
LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE • RETIREMENT ANNUITIES
“World's Most Ethical Companies” and “Ethisphere” names and marks are registered trademarks of Ethisphere LLC.

Andrew Klein

Dickinson
701-590-9442
andrew.klein@kofc.org

Don Willey, FIC
Bismarck
701-202-9089
don.willey@kofc.org

