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Forming their minds and hearts
Staff photo
St. Joseph School fifth graders, Aubrey Heck and Carter Michlitsch, and first-grade teacher, Elaine Fergel, are part of
a school-wide project called “Baby Shower for Mary” in which donations will be given to the Women’s Health Center
(formerly FirstChoice Clinic) in Bismarck.

Catholic schools rooted in pro-life culture
By Sonia Mullally
DCA Editor
When the students at St. Joseph Catholic
School in Mandan are told about people who
don’t respect life, they can’t relate. To them,
there’s just no other way to be than to value
life at all stages.
The Catholic school environment is rich
with life-aﬃrming activities to foster this way
of thinking. According to their teachers, the 90
children enrolled there in grades kindergarten
through ﬁve clearly care about life issues.
They’ve spent time this year devoted to the
cause. In November, the children took part in
a 40 Days for Life activity where students read
daily devotionals on the school intercom for
all to hear. They also prayed a rosary in the
church during that time and participated in a
candle prayer service.
“We all gathered in the gym, lit several
candles and said special prayers for those who
have been taken from this world by abortion,”
explained ﬁrst-grade teacher Elaine Fergel.
The children listened to the creation story and,
then at the conclusion, we blew out the candles
one by one to signify the lives extinguished.”
Fifth graders, Aubrey Heck and Carter
Michlitsch, ﬁnd it hard to describe the
emotions that went along with the candle
prayer service. Aubrey said she thought about
how people must feel when they face the
life decision for a baby. Carter said he was
thinking about all the kids that would have

been and maybe changed the world and now
they’re gone.
Both students count themselves among the
fortunate ones to be able to attend a Catholic
school where they can talk openly about prolife issues and take part in activities that help
the cause.
Their next project was a “Baby Shower for
Mary” in which students and families were
asked to collect baby items to be given to the
Women’s Care Center (formerly FirstChoice
Clinic) in Bismarck. They collected new and
gently-used clothes as well as supplies like
diapers and wipes.
This was the ﬁrst time they’ve done a
project like this, but hope to continue to make
it an annual event. They are also planning
more pro-life activities to tie in with Pro-Life
Month and Catholic Schools Week in January.
“It’s important having the kids hear each
other talk about the Right to Life movement
like the intercom announcements, it’s a big
deal to them,” Fergel said. “If we talk to them
about people who don’t respect life, our kids
just can’t comprehend. You can tell that they
care.”

Value of Catholic education
Aubrey and Carter know that the prolife movement is important, and one that
bolsters their faith-ﬁlled
education.
Continued on page 3

Catholic schools across the diocese will
celebrate Catholic Schools Week Jan. 27 - Feb.
2. This special week is ﬁlled with activities
to help students celebrate their faith such as
Masses, carnivals, contests and other activities
for students, families, parishioners and
community members.
The Diocese of Bismarck has Catholic
elementary and junior high schools in
Mandan, Fort Yates, Williston, Dickinson,
Minot and Bismarck. There are also diocesan
Catholic high schools in Dickinson, Minot
and Bismarck. More than 2,700 students are
enrolled in Catholic schools in our diocese.
A tradition for several of the schools in
our diocese is their annual carnival. Some
are one day events like the annual carnival
at St. Joseph in Mandan on Sunday, Jan. 27.
Others oﬀer multiple days of entertainment
like the carnival at Bishop Ryan in Minot Jan.
25-27, while St. Mary’s Central High School
in Bismarck welcomes everyone to their 68th
annual carnival on Feb. 1-3.
Another popular CSW activity is the annual
“Know Your Faith” contest. Students at the
three high schools vie for the spot to compete
against the other schools in the diocese as well
as students from Shanley High School in Fargo
and Sacred Heart High School in East Grand
Forks, Minn. This year’s competition will be
held at Fargo Shanley on Wednesday, Jan. 30.
For the ﬁrst year, Trinity Catholic Schools
will be participating in a nationwide Catholic
Schools Week event called “Many Gifts, One
Nation: A Day of Giving to Catholic Schools.”
This 24-hour fundraising event will begin at 12
noon on Tuesday, Jan. 29 and wrap up at 12
noon on Wednesday, Jan. 30. This initiative of
the National Catholic Education Association
is designed to be a day to support Catholic
schools in their already existing advancement
eﬀorts by leveraging social media to encourage
philanthropists to give to their local Catholic
school over the 24-hour period.
Since 1974, National Catholic Schools
Week is the annual celebration of Catholic
education in the United States. These events
allow students to focus on the value of Catholic
education and its contributions to our churches
and our communities.

A LOOK INSIDE

March for Life trip

Diaconate ordination

The trek to the March for Life in
Washington, D.C. will include 10 busses
on the diocesan pilgrimage ......Page 4

See photos of the recent ordination of five
men to the permanent diaconate for the
diocese .....................................PAGE 8-9
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Bishop David D. Kagan

Carry Advent preparation over to the new year
FROM THE BISHOP

Bishop David D. Kagan

T

his is a special time in our
lives since our Catholic
Church’s New Year
began on the First Sunday of
Advent, December 2, 2018 and
our secular calendar New Year
begins less than one month
later Tuesday, January 1, 2019.
I say it is a special time because
it is an opportunity for us to
make what we did in Advent to

prepare for Christmas, what we
do in the New Year of 2019.
Many made that effort
in Advent to attend and
participate in Holy Mass more
frequently, to receive the
sacrament of reconciliation,
to more regularly practice the
Spiritual and Corporal Works of
Mercy and to be more regular
and intentional about daily
prayer. Hopefully all of this
was continued into Christmas
and the Christmas Season.
What better resolution to make
than to continue to do these
holy things every day going
forward? Keep in mind that
the Christmas Season carries
us over and into our calendar
new year, so this is not all that
difficult to do.
One thing that I started a
long time ago as a New Year’s
resolution was to read the life
of one saint each day of the
year and I have never stopped

BISHOP IN ACTION

doing this. I find it to be good
for me since I seem to always
find something in the life of
the saint that is very much like
I experience in my own life.
To read how he or she lived
a virtuous life amid the trials
and tribulations and the joys
and blessings of daily life is
a great help to me. If you are
looking for a good and not too
taxing daily resolution, consider
reading the life of a saint each
day. You won’t be disappointed
and, in fact, if you keep it up
you will find yourself reading
the life of more than one saint
every day.
No matter what you decide
to do for the good in the new
year, please do not forget what
you have been doing during
the Advent and the Christmas
seasons. Most importantly,
remember what Advent is
about. Jesus is Who Advent is
about.

Have a most
Blessed and
Happy New Year!

BISHOP’S
SCHEDULE
JANUARY 2019
Jan. 1

• Mass for the Solemnity of
Mary the Mother of God,
Cathedral of the Holy
Spirit, Bismarck, 8:30 a.m.

Jan. 2 – 8 • Spiritual Retreat for All
Bishops, Chicago
Jan. 14 • March for Life Departure
Mass, Cathedral of the
Holy Spirit, Bismarck,
1 p.m.
Jan. 15 • Real Presence Radio
Interview, 9 a.m.
• 2019 Legislative Mass,
Cathedral of the Holy
Spirit, Bismarck, 5:30 p.m.
Jan.17 • March for Life,
Washington D.C.
Jan.18 • March for Life,
Washington D.C.
Jan. 20 • Confirmation Mass
at Queen of Peace,
Dickinson, 10 a.m. MT
Jan. 22 • Right to Life Mass, Church
of St. Mary’s, Bismarck,
7 p.m.
Jan. 31 • Bismarck Catholic Schools
Week Mass, Cathedral of
the Holy Spirit, Bismarck,
9 a.m.
• Dickinson Catholic
Schools Week Mass,
Queen of Peace, 1p.m. MT

Holy Father’s Prayer
Intentions for January
Evangelization:
That young people, especially in Latin
America, follow the example of Mary
and respond to the call of the Lord to
communicate the joy of the Gospel to
the world.

SOCIAL MEDIA
Staff photo
Bishop Kagan blesses those in attendance after the conclusion of the Diaconate
Ordination Mass on Nov. 30 at the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit.
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Catholic Schools Week
Jan. 27-Feb. 2
Diocesan Catholic Schools Enrollment Numbers

a dozen reasons
201

to choose Catholic Schools

Dickinson
Trinity HS

90

Mandan St.
Joseph Elem.

241

Bismarck
Cathedral Elem.

191

Minot Bishop
Ryan HS

83
28
210
345
183

Dickinson
Trinity East
Elem.
Ft. Yates St.
Bernard Elem.

We cultivate a
faculty and staff
of people who are
dedicated, caring
and effective.

We have a
99 percent
high school
graduation
rate. 85 percent
of our graduates
go to college.

We prepare
students to
be productive
citizens and
future leaders.

Bismarck
St. Anne
Elem.

We provide
a safe and
welcoming
environment
for all.

11
10
9
8

12 1

7 6

We emphasize
moral development
and self-discipline.

We teach
children respect
of self and
others.

Williston
St. Joseph
Elem.
Bismarck
St. Mary’s
Central HS

We offer an
education that
combines Catholic
faith and teachings
with academic
excellence.

2

We partner with
parents in the
faith formation of
their children.

3
4

5

We set high
standards
for student
achievement
and help them
succeed.

We provide
a balanced
academic
curriculum that
integrates faith,
culture and life.

We use technology
effectively
to enhance
education.

We instill in
students the
value of service
to others.

THE NATIONAL CATHOLIC EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION

NCEA.org/csw

248

Minot Bishop
Ryan Elem.

131

Mandan
Christ the
King Elem.

273

Bismarck
St. Mary’s
Elem.

187

Dickinson
Trinity West
Elem.

72

Dickinson
Trinity North
Elem.

291

Bismarck
St. Mary’s
Academy JH

Forming their minds and hearts
Continued from page 1

Aubrey said that celebrating Mass is one of the best things about
going to a Catholic school. “I have friends who go to public school
and they know they’re missing out, even my friends who go to faith
formation classes. They’re jealous that they don’t get to go to Mass
or participate like we do.”
Her classmate agrees, and said that the smaller class sizes and
one-on-one attention they get are important to him. Carter is also
happy that they get to learn about religion. “We get to read the
Bible, and they can’t do that at public schools.”
Both students have a keen awareness of what makes their school
special. They’re receiving an education that will form their minds
and their hearts with their faith always in the forefront.

Students at St. Joseph School in Mandan prayed a
rosary in the church as part of the pro-life activities.

Submitted photo
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Pilgrimage from diocese headed to March for Life in D.C.

Submitted photo

The March for Life in Washington, D.C. has become an annual event for Catholic schools in the Bismarck Diocese.

Ten busses will depart Bismarck
By Patti Armstrong
DCA Writer
A bus trek from North
Dakota to the March for Life in
Washington, D.C. has become
an annual event for Catholic
schools in the Bismarck Diocese.
According to organizers, the
enthusiasm and commitment
that students bring home spreads
throughout the schools, so that the
number attending keeps growing.
This year, there will be 10 busses
of students on pilgrimage from
the University of Mary, St. Mary’s
Central High School, Trinity,
and Bishop Ryan, as well as a
pilgrimage coordinated by the
diocesan Oﬃce of Catechesis and
Youth.

How I was able to experience God
through this incredible event was,
seeing so many different people, from
so many different places, with so many
different lives, uniting as one in our
Nation’s Capital to stand up for the
voiceless and how God was working
through each and every one of us to
bring us to defend the right for life.
- Caitlin Moen, SMCHS Student

The 2019 theme, “Unique
from Day One: Pro-Life is ProScience,” stresses that the pro-life
movement is backed by science.

Medical and technological
advancements always aﬃrm the
pro-life movement, according
to Jeanne Mancini, President of
March for Life. “For example, DNA
is present at fertilization and no
ﬁngerprint on earth, past, present,
or future, is the same,” she said.
“We know, too, a baby’s heart
beats at just six weeks and we can
distinctly observe it ourselves with
ultrasound technology. As science
progresses, we see clearly that
every life is unique from day one
in the womb.”

Numbers growing
In past years, just a handful of
students from Bishop Ryan would
attend the march, according to
Brian Rodgers, a religion teacher
and track coach who is helping
to organize the trip. “Just three
years ago, we sent ﬁve pilgrims,
and this year we are sending 43,”
he said. “To say the kids are prolife and excited to go would be
an understatement. Parents and
students were asking at the backto-school picnic in August when
the March for Life paperwork was
due and if they could pay their
deposit now.”
This will be the ﬁfth year that
Amanda Ellerkamp, a religion
teacher at Trinity High School in
Dickinson, has helped organize
and chaperone students on

In 2017, the group from the University of Mary led the March for Life.

the March for Life trip. “It’s a
pilgrimage so there’s a lot of grace
and God moves in their lives in
many diﬀerent ways,” she said. “It
ties them into the bigger picture
of the pro-life movement to see
so many people and to see so
many young people who are really
predominate. When they leave our
building, they won’t feel alone—
they are part of something so
much bigger than themselves.”
Ellerkamp noted that the

Being in a large crowd of faithful
people marching for a beautiful cause
and seeing all the men and women,
young and old, who devoted their
entire lives to spreading the love of
Christ helped me realize that our faith is
a blessing and not a burden.
- Lizzy Frohlich, SMCHS Student

students who experience the
march come back excited and
encourage others to go the
next year and become a strong
inﬂuence in building a pro-life
culture at the school. According
to her, those same kids put
their convictions into action,
volunteering for prolife causes
and attending the candlelight vigil
at the pregnancy clinic that takes
place right when they get back.

,
I experienced God working in my
life was when I saw all of the people
who came for the March. It made me
feel like I am helping make a difference.
And I hope to come back for as many
years I need to in order to end abortion.
- Colton Scheetz, SMCHS Student

Breaking 1,000
Nick Emmel, theology teacher
at Saint Mary’s Central High
School, is making his ninth trip
to D.C. with high school students;
three of which where while he
was at Shanley High School in
Fargo. This year will pass the onethousand mark for number of
students he has escorted there.
“It’s exciting,” he said. “There
has been an incredible surge of
students going this year. We have
two full busses (busses hold 50), a
good 30 more than we’ve ever had
before.”
Emmel described it as
something that has “become
a beautiful tradition of a
pilgrimage.” Younger students
look up to the juniors and seniors
who have gone and want to also
experience the trip themselves,
he explained. “It is such a joyful
experience that it’s attractive;
Continued on page 5

Submitted photo
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March for Life in D.C.
Continued from page 4

much more than the sorts of
gatherings that are pro-abortion,”
Emmel said.

When we began the March and I
turned my phone camera around to
take a video of everyone, I couldn’t
believe how many people there were
that believe in this great cause and
who came to march at the Capitol for
it. I thought to myself, “I’m not alone
and there are still good people in this
world that believe in the same things I
believe in. And I believe in Truth.”
- Samantha Heen, SMCHS Student

His ﬁrst time attending the
March for Life was as a junior in
high school. “I had such a positive
and eye-opening experience that
I wanted to help other students
experience this,” Emmel said. A
favorite quote of his from Saint
Pope John Paul II, epitomizes
the experience, “True holiness
does not mean a ﬂight from the
world; rather, it lies in the eﬀort to
incarnate the Gospel in everyday

life, in the family, at school and at
work, and in social and political
involvement.”
“The students get outside of
their classes and see what the
front lines of this movement is
doing,” Emmel said. “It becomes
something very tangible for
them, so what we are doing in the
classroom makes it real. It allows
them to be conﬁdent in the truth
and invigorates their desire to
be a part of the culture of life as
opposed the culture of death. It’s
just beautiful.” He explained that
as part of the pilgrimage, there is
Mass every day, an opportunity
for confession, and they attend the
Life is Very Good Youth Rally.

University students
Ed Konieczka, Assistant
Director of University Ministry at
University of Mary, reports that
they will have four buses headed to
the march this year—200 students,
10 faculty, and president Msgr.
James Shea and both chaplains.
Following the march, Konieczka
said students seem to increase

Submitted photo
Enthusiasm and commitment that students bring home spreads throughout the
schools, so that the number attending keeps growing

their commitment to life. “It
doesn’t just generate excitement,
but it turns into conviction.”
The bus ride takes 30 hours.
In addition to the march, there is
a visit to the Saint John Paul II
Shrine, the Franciscan Monastery
of the Holy Land in America, the
National Basilica and even time to
squeeze in some of the museums.
Right before the march, they
are joined by our high school
students and diocesan group for

Mass at St. Patrick’s Church (Old
St. Pat’s), the oldest parish in D.C.
founded in 1794. Bishop Kagan is
scheduled to travel to Washington,
D.C. to celebrate the 8 a.m. Mass
with the group from the diocese.
“This is the polemic issue of
our day,” Konieczka said. “If we
don’t get this right, we don’t get
anything else right. It’s one thing
to say you believe something and
it’s another thing to sacriﬁce for
it.”

Baby Shower Drop Off

Largest Baby Shower
DROP-OFF

For the last 13 years, expectant mothers, young mothers,
and their babies in the greater Bismarck-Mandan area have
benefitted from various items donated through The Area’s
Largest Baby Shower sponsored by Women’s Care Center
(formerly FirstChoice Clinic).
Throughout the month of January, you too, can help by
donating new baby items to the Women’s Care Center Crib
Club at Cashwise Foods, CHI St. Alexius, and various Catholic
churches in Bismarck, Mandan and surrounding areas.

The following Catholic parishes will also serve as drop-off’s
for this year’s Largest Baby Shower event: Flasher, Glen
Ullin, Hebron, Linton, Menoken, New Salem, Washburn,
Turtle Lake, Underwood, Beulah and Hazen. Listen to Real
Presence Radio FM 91.7 for additional information and drop
off locations. The Women’s Care Center facility is located
at 1120 College Dr., Suite 204, in Bismarck. Call Val Jundt,
Director of Communications, at 701-471-3312 for more
information or with any questions.

PRAY FOR THE PRIESTS,
RELIGIOUS, DEACONS SERVING
OUR DIOCESE AND THOSE IN
FORMATION AND LAY MINISTERS
An invitation from the
Bismarck-Mandan Serra Club
January 1
January 2
January 3
January 4
January 5
January 6
January 7
January 8
January 9
January 10
January 11
January 12
January 13
January 14
January 15
January 16
January 17
January 18
January 19
January 20
January 21
January 22
January 23
January 24
January 25
January 26
January 27
January 28
January 29
January 30
January 31

Rev. William Ruelle
Deacon Robert Dangel
Seminarian Dustin Johns
All Lay Ministers
Br. Symeon Rubbelke, OSB
Sr. RoseMary DeGracia, OSB
All Liturgical Ministers
Rev. Wayne Sattler
Deacon Dennis Dean
Sr. Joseph Dukart, OSB
Novice Marena Hoogland
Rev. Dennis Schafer
Deacon Keith Due
Sr. Lawrence Fischer, OSB
Sr. Renee Branigan, OSB
All Seminarians
Rev. Henry Schneider
Deacon Victor Dvorak
All Religious in Formation
Sisters Ministering in Williston
Seminarian Anthony Dukart
Rev. Nick Schneider
Deacon Richard Fettig
Sr. Stephanie Dolyniuk, OSB
Msgr. Patrick Schumacher
Deacon Tony Finneman
Rev. Frank Schuster
Deacon Leonard Fischer
Sr. Terence Glum, OSB
Bishop Paul Zipfel
Rev. Joseph Senger

2019 Steubenville Conferences
2 Options Available in Summer 2019!
Steubenville of the Rockies

Steubenville Saint Paul
WHEN: July 25-28, 2019
WHERE: St. Paul, MN
COST: $350 for Youth,
$250 for Chaperones

WHEN: June 20-23, 2019
WHERE: Denver, CO
COST: $350 for Youth,
$250 for Chaperones

FEATURING:

FEATURING:

Ben
Walther

Chris
Mueller

Chris
Padgett

Mary
Bielski

Sr. Miriam
Heidland

Chris
Mueller

Jackie
Francois
Angel

Jimmy
Paul
Mitchell George

Sonar
Worship

Youth currently in grades 8-12 are invited to attend one of the Steubenville
Conferences being offered by the Diocese of Bismarck next summer. These
conferences provide an opportunity for youth to encounter God through speakers,
workshops, music, eucharistic adoration, and community with other Catholic teens.
The trip cost includes the conference registration, entrance fees for additional
activities, some meals, lodging and transportation.

The Registration Deadline for both trips is February 15th!
Find out more or register online at
www.bismarckdiocese.com/steubenville
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CLERGY APPOINTMENTS
Bishop of Bismarck
David D. Kagan, D.D., P.A., J.C.L.

The following assignments, with
the permission of Bishop David
D. Kagan, D.D., P.A., J.C.L., were
effective Nov. 30, 2018.
Deacon Ben Auch
to the Churches
of St. Vincent de
Paul in Mott, St.
John the Baptist
in New Leipzig
and St. Henry in
Regent.
Deacon Ben Auch

Deacon Robert John
to the Churches
of St. Mary in
Richardton,
St. Thomas
the Apostle in
Gladstone and
St. Stephen in
Stark County.
Deacon Robert Bohn

Deacon
Leonard Krebs
to the Church of
Queen of Peace
in Dickinson.
January 12-13
Deacon Leonard
Krebs

GRADE SCHOOLS
OPEN HOUSE WEEKEND
After all Saturday evening
Masses and at the
following Sunday times:
St. Mary’s 10am-1pm
Saint Anne 9am-noon
Cathedral 9:30am-noon
Register to win a $100 tuition
credit at the open house!

Deacon John
Paul Martin to
the Church of
Ascension in
Bismarck.
Deacon John Paul
Martin

January 17

ST. MARY’S ACADEMY
OPEN HOUSE EVENING
Tours available 6-8pm
Presentation at 7pm

Deacon Robert
Nutsch to the
Church of Christ
the King in
Mandan.

CALL 354-7067

to schedule a private tour
or shadow day
at any of our schools!

ENROLL NOW for the
2019-2020 school year!
Join our community of families with a strong
conviction in the importance of a high-quality,
safe, secure and faith-filled education.

Pre-Kindergarten (ages 3-5)
Full or half day options available
Kindergarten - Grade 5
St. Mary’s Grade School, Saint Anne School,
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit Elementary
Grades 6-8
St. Mary’s Academy
Grades 9-12
St. Mary’s Central High School
(NEW SMCHS campus opening in 2019!)

APPLY ONLINE NOW
Deacon Robert
Nutsch

lightofchristschools.org
Tuition assistance
may be available.

Celebrate Your Marriage
Feb. 9, 2019

Feb. 16, 2019

at the

at the

Ramkota Hotel

Lady J’s Club

Dickinson

Bismarck

Bismarck CANA Dinner Dickinson
The Diocese of Bismarck is hosting the

The evening will include:
5 p.m.
Appetizers provided, drinks available at cash bar
6 p.m.
Blessing and Renewal of Vows
6:15 p.m. Dinner
7 p.m.
Marriage Enrichment Presentation
8 p.m.
Dance

PROTECTING OUR CHILDREN
The Diocese of Bismarck is firmly committed to the health and
protection of our children, young people and vulnerable adults.
With the hope of healing the pain and suffering from sexual abuse
in the Catholic Church, we encourage anyone who has suffered
from this abuse to please come forward and let us know. To report
allegations of sexual abuse, please contact: Dale Eberle, Chancellor,
Diocese of Bismarck, PO Box 1575, Bismarck, ND 58502-1575.
Phone: 701.223.1347 or 1.877.405.7435. The complaint form and
policies can be found on the diocesan web site at http://www.
bismarckdiocese.com.

Whether you’ve been married 1 week or 80 years you know marriage is
beautiful and difficult, joyful and frustrating, life-giving and continual work.
Marriage is a gift that spouses give to each other and both receive from God.
Marriage is worth celebrating! Come join us for a night to celebrate and renew
the gift of marriage God has blessed you with.
Sponsored by:

Register at bismarckdiocese.com/cana
$50/couple

Diocese of Bismarck
Office of Family Ministry
Tara Brooke • 701-204-7209
tbrooke@bismarckdiocese.com

CODE OF CONDUCT
The Catholic Church must be exemplary: Clergy, staff, whether
diocesan or parish, and volunteers are held accountable for their
behavior. To enable the highest level of accountability, there must
be a clear and unambiguous definition of appropriate behavior.
To this end, this Code of Conduct is defined for the Diocese of
Bismarck and it provides a foundation for implementing effective
and enforceable standards for all personnel. View the Code of
Conduct at
http://www.bismarckdiocese.com.

JANUARY 2019

Dakota Catholic Action | 7

Catholic Action Bringing Christ into everyday life

Help for hurting marriages
New program developed by the diocese
By Sonia Mullally
DCA Editor
The diocesan Oﬃce of Family
Ministry is introducing a new
program for troubled marriages
called Corazon (Spanish word for
heart).
The new project was developed
to help those who feel that there
is no hope for their marriage and
the hurt is too deep to restore
the relationship and love that
once existed. Within the diocesan
ministry, the program will replace
the Retrouvaille retreat that
was previously oﬀered for those
struggling in marriage.
“I was asked by Bishop Kagan
about three years ago to become
part of the Retrouvaille program,”
explained Fr. Russ Kovash,
pastor at St. Joseph in Williston.
“Marriage and family are areas
I’m passionate about, especially
marriage preparation for engaged
couples and this is along those
same lines. When you see couples
struggling in marriage, it’s tough.
You want them to be happy and
succeed.”

Who is the program for?
The Corazon program is for
couples who are:
• struggling to communicate
• trying to ﬁnd reason to stay
together
• cold and distant from each
other
• living the single/ married
lifestyle.
• separated/ divorced, but
wanting to try again.

“There’s a quote from Pope
Saint John Paul II, ‘As the family
goes, so goes the nation and so
goes the whole world in which
we live.’ He was saying that when
marriage and family life is good,

the priest for the weekend, I was
seeing many good things, but there
were also some things lacking,
particularly the spiritual aspect.”
Father Kovash stressed that
Jesus is the key to sacramental

it’s good for society. These days,
more than ever, there’s an attack
on marriage and family and, as a
priest, I want to do whatever I can
to help make families strong,” Fr.
Kovash said.

marriage so if Jesus is missing
then the most important aspect
is missing. That is why the new
program, Corazon, was created.
“I think many couples don’t
quite understand Jesus’ role in
marriage and what it means to
have a sacramental marriage,
to involve their faith in order to
resolve conﬂict, or simply to pray
together.”
Corazon is not a support group,
a seminar, a social gathering, nor
is it counseling. Couples are not
asked to share their problems
with anyone else. They will be
encouraged to participate with
open hearts and minds and to
come with an attitude ready to put
the past behind and look forward
to what the future holds.
He said Corazon was developed
because Retrouvaille was good, but
lacking in some areas and could
be strengthened. “We could add to
it and provide what couples need,
especially those couples that are
just hanging on.”
When thinking and praying

Softening hearts
Corazon is a weekend
experience in which couples will
be challenged to soften their hearts
by looking at what the sacrament
of marriage is all about, dig deeply
into our own short-comings and
failures and oﬀer diﬀerent tools
to help heal from past hurts and
move forward.
Topics discussed during a
weekend session include: love
languages, sacramental marriage,
communication challenges,
conﬂict management, forgiveness,
unrealistic expectations,
single married life, hardened
hearts, hope, praying together.
Adoration and the sacrament of
reconciliation will also be oﬀered
during the weekend.
“After about two years assisting
in the Retrouvaille program as

about what he wishes for couples
on a Corazon retreat, Fr. Kovash
thinks of one word—hope. “I
would like to think that they
could leave a weekend with
hope, something they probably
thought was lost,” he said.
“From a practical standpoint,
they will receive some tools that
they didn’t have to help them in
their marriage. And, most of all,
through the weekend, that they
would come to know Jesus and
deepen their relationship with
Him and understand just how
critical He is in marriage.”

Register for weekend
March 29-31
The ﬁrst-ever diocesan Corazon
weekend will be oﬀered March 2931. For more information, call Tara
at the diocesan Oﬃce of Family
Ministry at 701-204-7209. Callers
do not need to identify themselves
if you wish to remain anonymous
when inquiring for information.
To register for the program,
go to: www.bismarckdiocese.
com/corazon. Be assured that all
names are kept conﬁdential and
names are never shared beyond
the oﬃce of family ministry. A
non-refundable deposit of $100 to
secure registration is requested.
There will be a tax-deductible
donation requested on the
weekend, as well. However, no
one will be turned away from the
chance to renew their marriage
because of a lack of funds.

March
22-24, 2019

For Youth in Grades 6-8

We are never too young to strive for holiness. This conference for middle school youth challenges them to “rise up”
to live their faith radically, confident that they are known and loved by God the Father. Young people will be
strengthened in their relationship with Christ through keynote speakers, praise & worship, Adoration, Reconciliation,
and lots of fun activities. The trip will also include tickets to Nickelodeon
Universe and SeaLife Aquarium, a service project at Feed My Starving Children,
and mass and tour of the Cathedral of St. Paul.

Featuring:

Registration
Information:

Youth (Grades 6-8):$250
Adult Chaperones (21+): $150

*A non-refundable deposit of $100 is due at registration.

Deadline to Register is February 1st, 2019.
More information and a schedule can be found at
www.bismarckdiocese.com/riseup
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Ordination to the Permanent Diaconate
Photos
by Deacon Joe Krupinsky
h
b
k

The children of Deacon John Paul and Grady Martin, Austin
and Noelle, brought forth the gifts during Mass.

The newly-ordained deacons and their families with Bishop Kagan. (l-r) Deacon Bob and Kim Nutsch,
Deacon John Paul and Grady Martin, Deacon Leonard and Kristi Krebs, Bishop Kagan, Deacon Robert Bohn
and his father, Ted Bohn, Deacon Ben and Nadra Auch.

Deacons John Paul Martin, Bob Nutsch, Leonard Krebs, Bishop David Kagan, Deacons Robert Bohn and Ben Auch.
Deacon Ben
Auch looks
on as Bishop
Kagan incenses
the altar.

Deacon Bob Nutsch with his hands between Bishop
Kagan’s to promise respect and obedience to the bishop
and his successors.

The newly-ordained deacons
enjoy a reception from the
diocesan priests and deacons
in the gathering space
following ordination.

The candidates kneel before Bishop Kagan during the ordination Mass.

Newly-ordained Deacon Ben Auch assists Bishop Kagan
at the altar.

The deacon candidates stand before Bishop Kagan to declare their intention to be ordained.

Bishop Kagan placed the Book of the Gospels in the hands
of Deacon Leonard Krebs conferring him as a herald of
Christ.

The procession of the diaconate ordination on Nov. 30 is led by Diocesan Seminarian Ben
Franchuk flanked by the Knights of Columbus on both sides of the aisle.

Now vested, Deacon Robert Bohn, is handed the Book of
the Gospels by Bishop Kagan conferring him as a herald
of Christ.

Deacon Robert Bohn is vested by his parish priest, Fr.
Thomas Wordekemper, OSB, of the Church of St. Mary in
Richardton.

Bishop Kagan imposes hands on Deacon Ben Auch in this
ancient gesture designating the conferral of the gift of the
Holy Spirit.

Deacon John Paul Martin with his hands between Bishop
Kagan’s to promise respect and obedience to the bishop
and his successors.
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Ministry on the Margins marks 5th anniversary
Community outreach program serves the Bismarck-Mandan area
By LeAnn Eckroth
DCA Writer
Many charities assist the poor
and underprivileged. Yet, Ministry
on the Margins welcomes the often
forgotten, unseen and unwanted
populations struggling to earn
livable wages in complicated
situations.
Former inmates, recovering
addicts, grandparents who reparent, those struggling with
mental illness, the homeless and
others are treated with dignity as
they transition back to society.
The all-volunteer, all-donationbased program observed ﬁve years
of operation this past December.
Its need has not slowed. Food,
clothing, support, comfort and
advice are provided without
question. More than 70 volunteers
per week make it happen.
Its co-founder Sr. Kathleen
Atkinson, a Benedictine sister
with Annunciation Monastery in
Bismarck, said the need from these
populations spiked dramatically
since the program’s inception,
partly due to the promise of
employment during the oil boom.
Others ﬁnd themselves labeled for
life as felons for nonviolent drugrelated convictions. Households
with already limited incomes
incur more expense as they raise
children for the incarcerated.
In December 2013, its ﬁrst
month, Ministry on the Margins
distributed 581 pounds of food
from its food pantry to 22
households or 46 individuals. In
November 2018, it gave out 14,585
pounds of food to 617 households
or 1,550 individuals.
“We are supporting people who
fall through the cracks, especially
in times of transition,” said Sr.
Kathleen. That might mean food,
employment assistance, clothing
or keeping connected when you
lack a consistent address, or don’t
have a call-back number or aren’t
fully linked to social media.

Began with prison ministry
The mission was seeded when
Atkinson started a Catholic faith
formation program for inmates
seven years ago. It enlightened
her. “It was something I always
wondered about doing,” she said.
“It was one of those experiences.
My life had changed. … God was
calling me to do something.” She
wanted to do more for people
coming out of prison.
She talked to people about what
she was doing with that group of
inmates. “People said, ‘I always

wanted to work with the poor or
prisoners.’ I was surprised by the
number of people who said, ‘my
nephew, my son was incarcerated.
It’s been so hard. Every place,
people would come up to me.’”
She knew she had to facilitate
something for people who are
living on the edge, for the marginal
people. “Especially when they
are in transition, coming from
prison and trying to come back to
society,” she added.
Huge road blocks are
encountered by those coming back
from whatever their circumstance,
Sr. Kathleen said.
“I found people living in the
poorer hotels, families living in
vans, storage units and garages
in Bismarck. … I never thought
people would live in unheated
garages. I found people in crisis
and didn’t know what to do,” she
said.
The problems facing former
inmates became clearer to
Atkinson. “They are 24 to 25 years
old with their whole life ahead of
them and what is that transition
like? What is it like to live with
that label ‘felon?’”
She enlisted the help of other
sisters from the monastery on
Easter of 2013. They organized
a series of ice cream socials in
known poorer parts of town in
Bismarck, but they knew more was
needed.

Establishing public outreach
In November 2013, Ministry on
the Margins became a registered
nonproﬁt, that occupied just 500
square feet of the old Bismarck
Tribune building on Fourth Street.
Yet, organizers found that
poverty and hunger are not a 9 to
5 problem. “A woman came to us
and said, ‘I can’t go to any of the
food pantries because they are all
open Monday through Thursday
until 4 o clock and I can’t get a
ride until someone is oﬀ work.’
We said, ‘let’s open a food pantry
Thursday night from 5 to 7.’”
As demand grew, Ministry
on the Margins outgrew its ﬁrst
home and moved to a larger
Second Street address to expand
programs, which was its home for
the next 18 months.
Now, Atkinson believes, the
program has found its ﬁnal
headquarters at 201 N. 24th Street
within 7,500 square feet of space
to meet its growing programs. “We
were serving 20 people a week (in
2013). We now serve 800 people a
week.”

Volunteers organize the food items on the pantry shelves.

Submitted photo

Photo by Jill Ackerman
Sister Kathleen Atkinson (center) visits with the public during the ministry’s 5th
anniversary open house in December.

No housing assistance is
provided, but Ministry on
the Margins does collaborate
with programs that can locate
reasonable housing. Nor does
it duplicate the soup kitchen
provided by Heaven’s Helpers.
Atkinson notes it is almost
impossible for a felon to qualify for
housing, and almost as diﬃcult to
apply for work. Complicating the
housing search is the need for a
good credit score. A young person
serving a short prison sentence
may have none, she said. Those in
prison 10 or 15 years are strangers
to online job applications. “Think
about being taken out of society
for the past 10 years,” said Sr.
Kathleen.
A criminal label impacts
more than just the person
seeking shelter and work. It
branches out to family members
and dependents. According to
Atkinson, one in 21 children in the
United States went to bed with a
parent incarcerated.
“We are incarcerating so many
people because of mental illness
or addiction,” she noted. “Most
of these people are in there for
one act. Who wants to take on the
story of the prodigal son? … I’d say
a majority of people like me never
thought about it,” Sr. Kathleen
said of former inmates.
Ministering to and visiting
with those in prison is among
the corporal works of mercy,
she explained and is based upon
the Scriptures of Matthew. The
duties are emphasized along with
feeding the hungry, giving drink
to the thirsty, clothing the naked,
sheltering the homeless, visiting
the sick and burying the dead.
“That is one that we overlook,” she
said.

Everyone welcome
Anyone is welcome to come for
help at Ministry on the Margins,
said Atkinson, without proof of
need or identiﬁcation. Situations
vary for those helped—from
the homeless to professionals
undergoing messy divorces,
said Sr. Kathleen. Some don’t
qualify for government nutrition
programs because they exceeded
income requirements by $20 per
month. Help is tailored to each
person’s need.
“The group we are seeing an
increase in is the senior citizens. A
lot of grandparents are taking care
of grandkids on their own limited

income. The children are having
mental health issues, are having
addiction issues,” she said.
Often, for those at risk,
something as simple as a car
repair, high heating bill or medical
condition forces them to choose
between food or the unexpected
cost.
She acknowledges that some
might abuse the ministry’s food
and clothing pantry, but said
that is between them and God.
Atkinson said it is between her and
God if she neglects the truly needy.
Atkinson defends those in need
who are criticized for carrying
cell phones. “They have become
a necessity now that there are no
public phones or pay phones.”
The ministry’s hospitality
sessions outside prison include
fellowship, sound advice and even
games. “We have interaction and
enjoyment, normalcy for those
walking the streets of Bismarck.”
…It’s a nice place to get warm.
We have the services,” she said.
Volunteers consult with those
attending about how to use
computers for job searches and
applications. Support groups are
provided for those in transition
from prison, separately for loved
ones of those incarcerated as well
as Bible Study groups.
Ministry on the Margins ﬁlls in
the gaps for those at risk. “How do
they put down a call-back number
for a job application? We have
a phone here,” she explained.
“Sometimes, it’s the little things.
We had a guy who got a job at one
of the fast food restaurants. He
needed skid-proof, black shoes.
How do I buy the shoes if I don’t
have $29? It’s that small of a
window.”
She notes that many open
jobs are part-time and don’t pay
enough to make a viable living or
the business will not hire those
with criminal records. To make it,
people may need to patch multiple
part-time jobs together and ﬁnd
transportation to work.

Volunteer contributions
Wendy Shelton, 31, of Bismarck,
is both a recipient and volunteer
for Ministry on the Margins.
Trauma to the brain leaves her
unable to speak so she wrote her
answers for the interview.
The mother of one said she
“looked for months for a place to
Continued on page 11
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Diocese hires new staff

Submitted photo
Volunteers work on assembling food boxes for those in need.

Ministry on the Margins
Continued from page 11

ﬁnd food and clothes.” A friend
told her about Ministry on the
Margins.
Five months ago, Shelton began
to pitch in by sorting clothes and
helping other people ﬁnd clothes.
“Before here, (I) could not leave
my house.” It has helped her get
back in touch with the community,
Shelton explained.
Twyllla Rausch has volunteered
for two and a half years. “I had
some time to volunteer. I am
retired and I enjoy helping people.
There are people who kind of fall
through the cracks and it’s very
welcoming and non-judgmental.
It’s just a nice way of welcoming
people. You never know what will
happen. It could be any one of us
who ends up in need.”
Volunteers also organize ﬁve
prayer events per week inside
the men’s prison. A new faith
sharing program was started at the
women’s prison in New England.
“We focus on food, clothing,
job, and spiritual help and make
that available,” Sr. Kathleen said.
“Everyone qualiﬁes for what we
oﬀer and we oﬀer what we have.”
A lot of people who received
from the program want to give
back, she said. “People who
received food from the food pantry
ﬁve years ago are giving food
to donate. We received a huge
donation of $3,000 from a church
and we received a donation of two
one-dollar bills from someone who
was homeless. We have people
who are incarcerated who send us
ﬁve-dollar checks.”
Future goals of Ministry on the
Margins include helping people be
employment-ready and to sustain
jobs, Atkinson said, and possibly
education.
“The growth and continued
ministry comes because people
have supported us in prayer, as
volunteers and in donations.
That’s how we function and will
continue to function.”
No government programs
support Ministry on the Margins,
but it will receive assistance
from the United Way for the ﬁrst
time this year. She said multiple
churches contribute food and
items, but the ministry is not
aﬃliated under supervision of a
church.
For more information
about how you can help, call
701-223-6315 or visit www.
ministryonthemargins.com.

Program offerings
Hospitality events are held

9:30 to 11:30 a.m. Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and Thursdays.
Its emergency food pantry and
free clothing program runs 10 to
11:15 a.m. Tuesdays, 10 to 11:15
a.m. Wednesdays and 5-7 p.m.
Thursdays. The Prison to Society
bible study is oﬀered 5:30 p.m.
Mondays. The Prison to Society
support group is oﬀered 5:30
p.m. Wednesdays. The When a
Loved One is Incarcerated support
group meets 7 p.m. on Mondays.
Addiction recovery groups meet
7 p.m. Sundays; and at 7 p.m. on
Tuesdays, a duel recovery support
group meets.

Cressy
Aberle has
joined the
staﬀ in the
diocesan
ﬁscal
department
as a parish
services
accountant.
Her main
Cressy Aberle
tasks
include the accounting and
bookkeeping duties for many
parishes throughout the diocese.
Cressy is also the main contact
for business managers and
bookkeepers at the parish if they
have accounting questions.
She began her job at the diocese
on Sept. 24 and her oﬃce is
located on the ﬁrst ﬂoor of the
Center for Pastoral Ministry.
Cressy and her husband, Wayne,
reside in Bismarck. They have ﬁve
children, Ben, Sydney, Jordan,
Paityn & Taylor.
Sarah Seibel has been hired
in the ﬁscal department, ﬁlling
a vacant position. She serves
as the beneﬁts coordinator and
administrative assistant for the
department of ﬁnance and parish

services. Her
duties are
to serve as
the initial
contact for
the diocesan
health,
dental,
and vision
insurances
and serve
Sarah Seibel
as the
wellness coordinator for the
programs provided for through
the health insurance program.
Other aspects of her job include:
coordination of oﬃce support for
the business, communication,
and organizational areas within
the ﬁscal oﬃce, and assisting with
diocesan ongoing and new hire
beneﬁts management, working
closely with the Parish Services
staﬀ related to support to parishes
in their ﬁscal area.
Prior to joining the diocese
staﬀ on Oct. 8, Sarah had worked
as a licensed insurance account
representative at a local State
Farm Agency. Sarah and her
husband, Tanner, live in Bismarck
with their three children, Michael,
Ethan, and Anna.
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For more information on keeping kids safe,
call (701) 323-5626.
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Day 1: Jan. 14
Intercession: May a culture of life grow
ever stronger in our communities.
Prayers: Our Father, 3 Hail Marys,
Glory Be
Reflection: God has carefully, lovingly
created every person—in His own image
and likeness—to be in a loving relationship
with Himself. From each tiny child knit
within a mother’s womb, to every person
approaching death, all are loved perfectly
and completely by God. “It is therefore a
service of love,” Pope Saint John Paul II
explains, “which we are all committed to
ensure to our neighbor, that his or her life
may be always defended and promoted,
especially when it is weak or threatened
[emphasis added]” (Evangelium vitae, 77).
In a world in which the most vulnerable
are so often overlooked and disregarded,
Christ calls us to embrace and uphold the
unconditional dignity of every human life.
In doing so, we help to build “a new culture
of life, the fruit of the culture of truth and of
love” (EV, 77).
Do an act of reparation
Evangelium vitae (The Gospel of Life),
no.77 © 1995, Libreria Editrice Vaticana.
Used with permission. All rights reserved.
Day 2: Jan. 15
Intercession: May all people embrace
the truth that every life is a good and perfect
gift and is worth living.
Prayers: Our Father, 3 Hail Marys,
Glory Be
Reflection: At every stage and in every
circumstance, we are held in existence
by God’s love. The presence of an illness,
disability, or other challenging circumstance
never diminishes the value of a human life.
For God does not call us to perfection of
appearance or abilities, but to perfection in
love. Christ invites us to embrace the lives
we have been given, for as long as they are
given, as true gifts.
Our relationships on this earth are
meant to help us grow in God’s perfect love.
Everyone we encounter is a gift, not because
of what they can do or accomplish, but
because of who they are—a beloved child of
God. May each of us experience the power of
God’s transforming love, that our eyes may
be opened to the incredible beauty of the
people the Lord places in our lives.
Do an act of reparation
Day Three: Jan. 16
Intercession: May all who have
experienced sexual abuse receive justice,
healing, and God’s peace.
Prayers: Our Father, 3 Hail Marys,
Glory Be
Reﬂection: Recent reports have once
again exposed the terrible abuses that many
have suﬀered at the hands of a member
of the Catholic clergy. Our hearts ache
for the grave harm that has been inﬂicted
on our brothers and sisters. Words alone
cannot express our sorrow, shame and
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disappointment that such aﬀronts to human
dignity have been carried out within our
Church.
It is our prayer and hope that all who
have experienced abuse will ﬁnd the healing
and justice they so rightly deserve, knowing
that they are never alone. For, “only by
confronting our own failure in the face of
crimes against those we are charged to
protect can the Church resurrect a culture
of life where the culture of death has
prevailed.”
Do an act of reparation
Day Four: Jan. 17
Intercession: May God’s peace ﬁll the
hearts of all who travel upon the path of
adoption.
Prayers: Our Father, 3 Hail Marys,
Glory Be
Reflection: The Letter to the Hebrews
reminds us to “hold fast to the hope that lies
before us. This we have as an anchor of the
soul, sure and ﬁrm” (Heb 6:18-19). Families
hoping to adopt children and mothers
considering placing their children for
adoption often face many challenges along
the way. We pray that all who are involved
in the adoption process would be ﬁlled with
the hope of Christ and “the peace of God
that surpasses all understanding” (Phil 4:7).
We also remember that we too can cling fast
to this anchor of hope, for we have received
“a spirit of adoption, through which we cry,
‘Abba, Father!’” (Rom 8:15). May our loving
Father envelop each of us in His love today
and open our eyes of faith that we may see
and rejoice in His love.
Do an act of reparation
NABRE © 2010 CCD. Used with
permission.

Day Five: Jan. 18
Intercession: May each person
suﬀering from the loss of a child through
abortion ﬁnd hope and healing in Christ.
Prayers: Our Father, 3 Hail Marys,
Glory Be
Reflection: After more than four
decades of legalized abortion, many
children’s lives have been ended, and many
parents and family members suﬀer that
loss—often in silence. Yet God’s greatest
desire is to forgive. No matter how far we
have each strayed from His side, He says
to us, “Don’t be afraid. Draw close to my
heart.” Be assured that it is never too late to
seek God’s forgiveness in the Sacrament of
Reconciliation.
Consider the parable of the Prodigal Son.
After repenting of sinning against his father,
he returns from far away to seek forgiveness
and work as a servant. But the father sees
him approaching from far away, runs to
warmly embrace him, and hosts a banquet
to celebrate his return. So, too, does God
welcome all repentant sinners, no matter
how serious the sin. Let us run into the arms
of Our Lord, Who is love and mercy.
Do an act of reparation
Evangelium vitae (The Gospel of Life),
no. 99 © 1995, Libreria Editrice Vaticana.
Used with permission.
Day Six: Jan. 19
Intercession: May all victims and
survivors of human traﬃcking ﬁnd freedom,
refuge, and healing.
Prayers: Our Father, 3 Hail Marys,
Glory Be
Reﬂection: Those who are vulnerable are
most at risk for being lured into situations
where they are traﬃcked. Migrants and
refugees often face increased risk factors
like changes to language and culture, lack of
support systems, and the burden of poverty.
Young people on the margins, especially
runaway and homeless youth, are targeted
for sex traﬃcking and may subsequently
be forced to have abortions. Easily tempted
by the false promises of traﬃckers, victims
often ﬁnd themselves enslaved with no
means of escape.
Christ came “to bring good news to the
aﬄicted, to bind up the brokenhearted, to
proclaim liberty to the captives” (Is 61:1,
cf. Luke 4:18). May all who are trapped in
Continued on page 13

Ideas for an act of reparation
• “Unplug” for some time, and reflect on how God may be asking you to help
build a culture of life in your home, workplace, or Church community.
• Offer some other sacrifice, prayer, or act of penance that you feel called to
do for today’s intention.
• Fast from one meal, give up your favorite snack or abstain from meat for the
day
• Seek the intercession of Our Lady by praying a rosary for a special intention.
• Pray the Chaplet of Divine Mercy.
• Give up sleeping on your pillow tonight. Allow this small sacrifice to remind
you of the sufferings endured by those in our world who are enslaved.
• Smile. Ask God today for the grace to be extra joyful and share Christ’s love
with those who need encouragement the most today.
• Sacrifice some of your free time to do a small act of service for family, friends
or strangers.
• Learn how to pray the Angelus and consider saying it every day for the next
week—on awakening, at noon, or at 6 p.m. (or all three times).
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Continued from page 12

situations of slavery be released from their
chains of captivity and ﬁnd freedom, refuge,
safety, and healing in Christ and His Church.
Do an act of reparation
NABRE © 2010 CCD. Used with
permission.
Day Seven: Jan. 20
Intercession: May those who long to
welcome a child into their family be ﬁlled
with trust in God’s loving plan.
Prayers: Our Father, 3 Hail Marys, Glory
Be
Reflection: It can be very diﬃcult and
painful when the Lord doesn’t answer our
prayers in the way we hope. A couple that
ﬁnds themselves unable to bring a child into
the world through their loving union can
experience this disappointment very deeply.
During such times of trial, we may wonder
why we face the particular challenges
that we do. Yet even though suﬀering is
often shrouded in a sense of mystery, we
believe that the Lord loves us with great
tenderness and compassion that is beyond
our imagination. Knowing this, we can trust
that “all things work for good for those who
love God, who are called according to his
purpose” (Rom 8:28).
Do an act of reparation

Day Eight: Jan. 21
Intercession: May those nearing life’s
end receive medical care that respects their
dignity and protects their lives.
Prayers: Our Father, 3 Hail Marys, Glory
Be
Reflection: The dying process is a sacred
time—a ﬁnal season to seek closure in this
life and prepare for the next. We know
earthly death is not the end, but rather the
door through which we must pass to gain
eternal life. The deadly practice of assisted
suicide—now legal in several states—
shortens or even eliminates this sacred
season, carelessly cutting short the life of the
patient. To support the “false compassion”
of assisted suicide is to see people as a
problem to be eliminated. End-of-life care
should instead help eliminate or alleviate
the patient’s problems, whether they are
physical, spiritual, or emotional.
Those who die in God’s grace and
friendship live forever with Christ. Because
of our belief and hope in the Resurrection,
we can face death not with fear, but with
trust. We pray that society might recognize
that every day of our lives is a gift and is
always worth living, especially our ﬁnal days.
We need not fear. Christ is with us.
Do an act of reparation
Day Nine: Jan. 22
In the Catholic Church in the United
States, Jan. 22 is designated as a particular
day of prayer and penance, called the “Day
of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn
Children.” As Catholics, we are called to
observe this day through the penitential
practices of prayer, fasting, and/or giving
alms.

Intercession: May the tragic practice of
abortion come to an end.
Prayers: Our Father, 3 Hail Marys,
Glory Be
Reflection: Today, on this 46th
anniversary of Roe v. Wade, we mourn the
many children’s lives ended by abortion
and remember in prayer those who suﬀer
the aftermath. The Church comes together
today to pray for the protection of all
unborn children and to make reparation for
abortion, trusting that the Lord hears our
prayers.
Pope Saint John Paul II wrote, “A great
prayer for life is urgently needed, a prayer
which will rise up throughout the world.
Through special initiatives and in daily
prayer, may an impassioned plea rise to
God, the Creator and lover of life, from every
Christian community, from every group and
association, from every family and from
the heart of every believer” (Evangelium
vitae, 100). May that prayer arise in our
hearts today and each day forward until
every human being is protected in law and
welcomed in life.
Do an act of reparation
Evangelium vitae (The Gospel of Life),
no.100 © 1995, Libreria Editrice Vaticana.
Used with permission.
For more information, go to
www.9daysforlife.com. You can sign
up there for email and/or text message
reminders, as well as a free mobile app.
Copyright © 2018, United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops,
Washington, DC. All rights reserved.

NABRE © 2010 CCD. Used with
permission.

UPCOMING EVENTS
 Life in the Spirit in Harvey Jan. 11-13
Everyone’s invited to a Life in the Spirit Weekend
Jan. 11-13. at St. Cecilia’s Social Center in Harvey,
N.D. Registration begins at 6 p.m., seminar
begins at 7 p.m. Friday and concludes at 3 p.m.
Sunday. The seminar serves as an introduction
or renewal to a life in the power of the Holy
Spirit leading to a new and deeper relationship
with the Lord. The weekend includes Mass,
praise and worship, talks and testimony,
discussion groups, Eucharistic adoration,
healing of hurtful memories prayer and more.
Father Neil Pfeifer will be the spiritual director
for the weekend. Register by Jan. 8. Free will
offering. For more information and to register,
contact Rosalie at raxtman@gondtc.com or
call 324-2706 or the parish office at 324-2144.
No-cost housing available in St. Cecilia’s Social
Center or in private homes with prior weekend
arrangements. Area hotels include: Cobblestone
Inn 635-2222; R&R Motel 324-2271; Artos Motel
324-4602.
 Search weekends
Search for Christian Maturity is a weekend
retreat experience sponsored by the Catholic
Diocese of Bismarck. The weekends are for
anyone of high school or college age (at least
15 years old). Search weekends are held at the
Badlands Ministries Camp just south of Medora.
Upcoming weekends for 2019 are: Jan. 11-13;
March 8-10; and April 26-28. More information
can be found at www.bismarckdiocese.com/
search1.

beginning at 4 p.m. until gone at St. Mary’s
Church in Bismarck. Several awards will be
given including: hottest, tastiest, wimpiest and
people’s choice. The event is open to the public.
There will be a charge at the door for tasting.
Those who would like to participate by entering
their chili, should contact Art at 701-425-1297.

and worship, adoration, reconciliation and
other fun activities. Cost is $250 for youth
and $150 for chaperones (age 21 and over).
A non-refundable deposit of $100 is due at
registration. Deadline to register is
Feb. 1. More information can be found at
www.bismarckdiocese.com/riseup.

 Right to Life Mass Jan. 22
On the anniversary of the Roe vs. Wade decision,
the public is invited to a Right to Life rosary
procession and Mass on Tuesday, Jan. 22 in
Bismarck. The 4th Degree Knights of Columbus
will lead a rosary processing from the doors of
CHI St. Alexius to St. Mary’s Church beginning
at 6:30 p.m. Bishop Kagan will celebrate Mass at
St. Mary’s Church at 7 p.m. Refreshments will be
served following Mass.

 Two options for Steubenville Conferences
Youth currently in grades 8-12 will have two
options for Steubenville Conferences this
summer—June 20-23 in Denver and July
25-28 in St. Paul. Both conferences provide
an opportunity for youth to encounter God
through speakers, workshops, music, Eucharistic
adoration and community with other Catholic
teens. The cost for either of the diocesan trips
is $350 for youth and $250 for chaperones.
The trip includes conference registration,
entrance fees for additional activities, some
meals, lodging and transportation. Registration
deadline is Feb. 15. Find out more or register at
www.bismarckdiocese.com/steubenville.

 Marriage encounter weekends
A Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend is
a private weekend away from the distractions
of daily life for couples in good marriages.
Give your marriage this gift. The next available
weekends in this area are Feb. 15-17 in Mandan
and March 22-24 in Fargo. Early registration is
highly recommended. For more information,
visit ndwwme.org or contact Rob and Angie at
701-347-1998.

 Youth conference March 23
The diocese is sponsoring a trip March 2224 to the middle school conference “Rise
Up Twin Cities”. The one-day conference (on
March 23) challenges students in grades 6-8 to
 Knights of Columbus chili cook-off Jan. 12 “rise up” to live their faith radically, confident
that they are known and loved by God. The
The Knights of Columbus will hold their 9th
schedule includes keynote speakers, praise
Annual Chili Challenge on Saturday, Jan. 12

 Latin Mass fourth Sunday of the month
Father Nick Schneider celebrates the
Extraordinary Form of the Mass, sometimes
referred to as the traditional Latin Mass, at
Christ the King in Mandan every fourth Sunday
of the month at 11:30 a.m. All are welcome to
attend.
 Rosary for the unborn every Monday
Come pray the rosary for the unborn at Spirit
of Life in Mandan every Monday from 5 to 6:20
p.m. All 15 decades are prayed, stay for all or as
much as you able. All are welcome.
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Family Focus
TARA BROOKE

End of the year ponderings
Each day I am blessed!
I am blessed with an amazing
spouse, wonderful children, a
warm house, the gift of faith, and a
job that I absolutely love. Working
for the Diocese of Bismarck in
the Oﬃce of Family Ministry has
been one of the most rewarding,
yet professionally stretching, jobs
I have ever had the pleasure of
holding.
Oftentimes, I tell people that
my job is like one big party…I get
to celebrate family every day! I get
to work with God in planning and
preparing activities that celebrate
family life in a variety of ways.
One of the favorite gifts that
this job oﬀers is that I get to help
engaged couples, who are so
excited about marriage, through
a process of accompaniment and
growth. This year we oﬀered a
new ministry to folks who are
getting married for a second time.
We began the Second Marriage
Seminar for those who have been
through an annulment process
or have lost a previous spouse
through death. We realized that
the things that they need in a

seminar are not the things that our
current Pre-Marriage Seminar was
oﬀering. The team that helped me
begin this program worked very
hard to put together a beautiful
seminar. We look forward to
continuing this ministry within the
diocese. This seminar will be held
twice a year and our next Second
Marriage Seminar will be held
March 16, 2019.
Though a good majority of my
job is heartwarming, the other
side of my job is probably the
most diﬃcult ministry I have ever
been a part of. When my phone
rings and I pick it up to hear a
spouse explain how he or she has
lost hope in their marriage, my
heart breaks in 10,000 tiny pieces.
As you can imagine the pain is
real, the pain is raw, and these
vulnerable people trust me with
their story. I suspect that they are
praying on the other end of the
line that I can oﬀer them some
sort of hope or wisdom.
In these moments, I pray, and
I pray hard. I ask God to speak
through me and I ask Him to get
me out of the way so that he can

begin to oﬀer these folks the hope
and peace they are seeking in the
moment. I have realized in the
short time that I have been here
that I will always be ill equipped to
take these calls. But, if I allow God
to take over and I participate in
His mission, together we can oﬀer
some hope.
One of the things that God has
made clear to me in my prayer
life is that we needed to oﬀer
something more, something of
greater substance, for struggling
couples. It turns out that Fr. Russ
Kovash, pastor at St. Joseph in
Williston, and I were getting the
same promptings from the Holy
Spirit on this very topic. When we
visited about what we were feeling
in prayer, we knew we needed to
act.
This March, the diocese is
launching a retreat called Corazon
(means heart in Spanish). The
goal of Corazon is to help couples
soften their hearts and get back
to the heart of their marriage. We
felt God asking us to prepare a
weekend that helps these couples
invite Him into their marriages.

What we
have done
for struggling marriages up to this
point has been a good ministry,
but Fr. Kovash and I heard God
clearly say, “Oﬀer them MORE!”
Our hope and prayer is that we
do oﬀer these couples a bit more
substance, a larger tool box to
choose from and a renewed
relationship with the only true
person that can oﬀer them hope,
Jesus Christ himself.
I humbly ask you for your
prayers in this endeavor. The
team is very busy brainstorming,
planning and preparing for our
very ﬁrst Corazon retreat. We ask
you to pray for the blessing of the
team as well as all the couples
within our great diocese who
may feel a loss of hope in their
marriage. May they know the
peace of Christ and may they rest
in His loving hope!
 Brooke is the director of the diocesan
Office of Family Ministry that provides
resources for marriage and family life, as well
as respect life and natural family planning.

Balancing Church & State
CHRISTOPHER DODSON

Participating in the political process
is every Catholic’s moral duty
Now that the midterm elections are over
and both the North Dakota legislative session
and the new session of the U.S. Congress
have begun, we should reﬂect on how we, as
Catholics, engage in the making of public policy.
We can begin by shedding all partisan,
ideological or identity politics. Our entire
outlook and motivation should ﬂow from our
Catholic Christian faith. But wait, you might
ask, isn’t that a form of identity politics? No.
At the core our Christian faith are several
principles that are antithetical to Christian
identity politics. Every human person is created
in God’s image and is bestowed with a dignity
that is not dependent upon ethnicity, race,
political beliefs, religion or even behavior.
Moreover, loving our neighbor means to love
everyone and seek solidarity with all. This
charity and solidarity, combined with the
commitment to seek the common, not group or
individual good, is the purpose of political life.
There is no place for a politics of Christianism
in Christianity.
The next step is to approach lawmaking
with humility. God bestows us with wonderful
gifts that can lead to the betterment of lives
and communities, but neither legislators
nor constituents will create the Kingdom of
God here on earth. Thinking that we can is a
form of hubris that will lead to unintended
consequences.
Recognizing our limitations, we turn
to seeking wisdom. We need wisdom of
discernment. We need wisdom to pursue what
is needed, rather than pursuing something

solely because it furthers political advantage,
fundraising or membership satisfaction. We
need wisdom to ask why something is done the
way it is rather seeking change for change’s
sake.
Embracing humility, seeking wisdom and
rejecting factional identities prepare ourselves
for engagement in the public square. The next
step is examining every legislative proposal in
light of a few fundamental principles.
As mentioned, every human person has an
inherent dignity that society must respect,
including the right to reach his or her fullest
human good. Mirroring the Trinity, we are
social creatures. As such, the dignity of the
human person is best fostered and protected
within the community and especially the
family. For this reason, we are committed to
the common good, not our individual good.
The common good means all the conditions
in society that allow individuals and groups
to reach their fullest human good, both in this
life and the next. The church’s social doctrine
includes many other important principles, but
most stem from these fundamental teachings.
One more principle deserves attention when
it comes to legislation—the preferential option
for the poor. It requires us to place the needs of
the poor before our own and always ask how a
particular policy proposal would aﬀect the least
among us.
Catholics have a moral duty to participate in
the political process according to our abilities.
For most of us that means more than voting
on election day. The real work begins with

the legislatures. You can start by asking about
every bill: Does it respect or disrespect human
dignity? Does it strengthen or weaken families
and communities? Does it contribute to the
common good? How does it aﬀect the poor and
does it put their needs ﬁrst?
Four questions for every bill. The temptation
we all face is to ask these questions only when
we hear about bills that directly impact the
unborn, people in poverty, religious rights,
parents, immigrants or other concerns to the
Church.
We should, however, ask those questions
about every legislative proposal. Whether
the bill is about road construction, jobs
creation, taxes, higher education, schools,
professional licensure, agriculture, mining,
water or anything else, we should ask those
fundamental questions. Good people might
reach diﬀerent conclusions, but no bill or policy
proposal should escape being subjected to those
universal questions.
We also have an obligation to stay informed.
If you have not done so, go to the North Dakota
Catholic Conference website (ndcatholic.org) to
join its legislative network. In addition, follow
the conference’s Facebook page for the most
up-to-date information.
Finally, pray for our lawmakers. Pray that
they devote each day with dedication to working
for human dignity, the common good and the
preferential option for the poor.
 Dodson serves as executive director of the N.D. Catholic
Conference, the official liaison for the dioceses of Fargo and
Bismarck in matters of public policy.
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Making Sense out of Bioethics
FR. TAD PACHOLCZYK

Abortion funding: cutting off the blood supply
Americans have long been disturbed by
the fraud and waste that often surrounds the
federal government’s use of their tax dollars.
They now have further reason to be up in arms
because of the way those tax dollars support
the practice of abortion, even though such
support, technically speaking, remains illegal.
The 1976 Hyde Amendment, a rider attached
by Congress to federal spending bills each year,
states that federal tax dollars—particularly
for Medicaid—cannot be used to pay for
abortions. Yet, approximately half a billion
dollars of taxpayer money is received annually
by Planned Parenthood, the largest provider of
“pregnancy terminations” in the United States.
Although Planned Parenthood does not
directly receive Medicaid reimbursements
for the abortion procedures it performs, the
inherent fungibility of funds means that any
money provided to Planned Parenthood ends
up supporting and indirectly ﬁnancing their
primary business, which is elective abortion.
Taxpayer funding props up the nation’s largest
abortion chain, with more than 300,000
abortions carried out under the auspices of
Planned Parenthood each year.
Many Americans object to taxpayer
subsidies for this organization, seeking to
avoid any cooperation or involvement in the
serious evils it promotes. This is why pro-life
Americans and individuals of conscience are
urging that the organization be defunded, to
put a stop to the de facto circumventing of the
Hyde Amendment that happens every time
Planned Parenthood takes advantage of some
form of government funding.
Yet Planned Parenthood continues to
expand like a cancer not only in the U.S., but
also globally. As cancer tumors need blood and
oxygen for their continued growth, Planned
Parenthood requires a lifeline of government
aid to support its killing activities. As cancer

tumors release special chemicals to make
new blood vessels sprout nearby to nourish
themselves, so Planned Parenthood continues
to tap into a number of federal and state
governmental funding sources, including
Medicaid and grants from Title X of the
Public Health Services Act. Eliminating this
ﬁnancial lifeline would signiﬁcantly decrease
the availability of direct abortion and diminish
its promotion, much as using selective
pharmaceuticals to shut down the growth of
new blood vessels in tumors can starve them of
their lifeline so they wither away.
The Alan Guttmacher Institute, which
functions as a research arm of Planned
Parenthood, has plainly acknowledged the
importance of governmental subsidies:
“Because Title X grants oﬀer up-front funding
to providers (rather than payment after-thefact, as with Medicaid or private insurance),
the program provides essential infrastructure
support that allows health centers providing
family planning services to keep their doors
open for clients. Up-front funding helps supply
a cash-ﬂow cushion for providers…”
Despite their “health care provider”
veneer, Planned Parenthood is much more
of a menace than a beneﬁt to the health and
well-being of Americans. The organization
has faced a string of scandals ranging from
the sale of baby body parts to overbilling and
unsanitary clinic conditions, from cover ups of
sexual abuse of minors to botched abortions,
from falsiﬁed medical information to LGBT
activism, to the promotion of oﬀensive forms
of sex education to impressionable children.
As House of Representatives member Diane
Black notes, “Planned Parenthood is both the
largest abortion provider in America and the
largest recipient of Title X dollars. While Title
X grants are intended to fund critical women’s
health services for low income Americans,

Planned Parenthood misuses taxpayer dollars
to [subsidize] its abortion services. … Abortion
is not healthcare. It destroys one life and
damages another.”
The United States needs to eliminate the
ﬁnancial lifeline of Planned Parenthood
by defunding the organization of taxpayer
dollars. Planned Parenthood supporters,
however, argue that if this were to happen,
low-income women would not be able to get
needed healthcare. Yet federally qualiﬁed
health centers (community health centers)
could be encouraged to take up the slack. They
receive broad government funding and oﬀer
care regardless of the patient’s ability to pay,
making available an even broader array of
primary care services than Planned Parenthood
does, so women would actually have more
health care choices and options. Also, there
are many more community health centers than
Planned Parenthood clinics nationwide.
Jamie Hall and Roger Severino of the
Heritage Foundation sum it up this way:
“To ensure that taxpayers are not forced to
subsidize America’s number one abortion
provider, Congress should make Planned
Parenthood aﬃliates ineligible to receive either
Medicaid reimbursements or Title X grants if
they continue to perform abortions. Taxpayer
money from these programs should instead
be redirected to the more than 9,000 federally
qualiﬁed health center sites throughout
the country that provide comprehensive
primary health care for those in need without
entanglement in abortion.”
 Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. earned his doctorate
in neuroscience from Yale and did post-doctoral work at
Harvard. He is a priest of the diocese of Fall River, MA, and
serves as the Director of Education at The National Catholic
Bioethics Center in Philadelphia. He also serves as a professor
of bioethics at the University of Mary in Bismarck. See www.
ncbcenter.org

Ag Attitudes
JAMES ODERMANN

Footsteps in the ice: a God moment
Footsteps in the sand—no,
footsteps in the snow and
ice, more speciﬁcally little
footprints.
I was slowly “skating” to the
shop to plug in the tractor so I
could prepare for the day’s chores.
I smiled, my eyes pooling with
tears, as I recalled the snowball
“ﬁght” and snowman (snow
person?) building the previous day
with my son and grandsons.
The 3-4 inches of snow on the
preceding days had created a
postcard view of the landscape.
The trees, white with frost from
the humidity and stretched almost
to a breaking point, added to the
beauty of nature’s brush strokes.
The cold weather then solidiﬁed
much of the yard, turning it into a
patchworked ice skating rink.

I’m not complaining. The
changing conditions are part of
the awe and wonder of nature.
Another awe-inspiring moment
of farm and ranch living is
the relationships that can be
developed through multiple
generations.
These little footprints were
frozen in time and will be visible
until the spring thaw or until
covered with more snow. The
footprints are constant reminders
of the gift of youth, a gentle breeze
that reminds me time does not
stand still.
This reminder is really a subtle
way of God’s message to me, “I
have your back; I have somebody
to take over the work; don’t
worry.”
If I let this message take

control—which really is something
God wants—then things will
be better. I call those “God
moments,” those tasks when
scheduling or demands on time
interrupt the accomplishment of
goals that I sought to accomplish.
God really wants to get me to
look at my life from a diﬀerent
vantage point, soaking in various
perspectives and ideas. The end
point is acceptance that things are
changing—and will continue to
change.
Life for me began at conception.
Life for me was a gift from God.
Life for me is a chance to bring
glory and honor to God through
my thoughts, words and actions.
Life for me is a proving ground, an
opportunity to share God’s love, a
time to prepare for the time when

I will meet God face to face.
So, as I reﬂected on the frozen
footprints, I thought about the gift
of Jesus, the gifts of faith hope and
love. God’s footprints come in all
sizes and shapes, from all people
of the world.
My challenge is to recognize
those footprints. I need to respect
diversity, to love everyone and
embrace God’s plans for me.
I hope I am up to the task. Care
to join me?
 Odermann lives with his wife, Leona,
on the family farm in Billings County. They
are members of the Church of St. Patrick
in Dickinson and assist with eucharistic
celebrations there as well as at the Churches
of St. Bernard (Belfield) and St. Mary
(Medora).
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www.CatholicCharitiesND.org

Thousands of North Dakotans helped through our programs:
* Adults Adopting Special Kids(AASK)
* Counseling for individuals, couples and families
* Guardianship for adults with intellectual disabilities
* Pregnancy, Parenting, and Adoption Services(PPAS)
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