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Go in Peace
By Rev. Nick L. Schneider
Christ’s grace and peace to everyone. It is a
joy to communicate with all of you once more
about the great mystery of the Mass! If you
recall the last two installments, you’ll remember
that the Mass is divided into 4 parts: 1. Introductory rites; 2. Liturgy of the Word; 3. Liturgy
of the Eucharist; and 4. Concluding rites. This
week, I intend to discuss the last part of Mass,
the concluding rites.
The concluding rites are the shortest section
of the Mass. They include only what happens
after everyone has received the Eucharist and
begin when the priest stands and says, “Let us
pray.” If we think for a moment about the balance of the liturgy, we will see that the concluding rites are astonishingly short. There is the
prayer after communion, the blessing, and the
dismissal. We normally take a short moment
on Sundays for a few parish announcements
before the blessing. If we were to remove those
announcements, the concluding rites would
last less than 1 minute out of about an hour of
celebration. I will say a word about why they
are so short at the end of this article.

Prayer after Communion
At this point, I can let you in on a little secret
among liturgists. As liturgies develop – Byzantine, Syrian, Roman and beyond - there are
three places where extra elements were added:
1. the entrance to the church; 2. the bringing
of the gifts; and 3. Communion-conclusion.
Think about our own Mass. We have music and
a prayer that the priest speaks at each of these
three moments.
The prayers in each of these parts (Opening prayer, Prayer over the Gifts, Prayer after
Communion) take their character from the
part of liturgy in which they are found. We
will encounter the other prayers in coming
months. In the “Prayer after Communion,” we
are between two actions: receiving the Eucharist and being sent forth to live lives worthy of
the Gospel. With this in mind, you can see why
these prayers nearly always ask God to bridge
our participating in the Eucharist with the rest
of our lives. Listen to them from Sunday to
Sunday. Read them in your Missals or Magnificent if you have them.
Here is one taken at random from the Fourth
Week in Ordinary Time. “Nourished by these
redeeming gifts, we pray, O Lord, that through
this help to eternal salvation true faith may ever
increase.” Beautiful. It should be easy to see
that we reflect on the great gift we just received:
“Nourished.” Yet, this should have some effect,
Continued on Page 3

Bishop Kagan, Celebrant, Deacon Bob Wingenbach and Saint Joseph School students taking part in the CSW Mass.

Diocese of Bismarck Celebrates
Catholic Schools Week
Saint Mary’s Central High School,
Bismarck

By Mary Maguire Armstrong
If you had entered Saint Mary’s Central High
School between January 30 and February 3, you
would have noticed walls covered in cartoon characters, students wearing outlandish costumes, and
the overpowering hum that can only be the product of 350 high school students brimming with
excitement. While the public schools were filled
with people educating their minds, the students
of SMCHS had this week to further their spiritual
growth and celebrate the privilege of receiving a
Catholic education.
As the Facebook statuses would confirm when
the week kicked off, Catholic Schools Week was
long awaited. Being the highlight of a semester
otherwise filled with dreams about the inevitable
summer vacation that just isn’t coming quickly
enough, it promised a break from routine and a
chance to relax, while basking in the beauty and
wonder that is our Catholic faith. There were a
variety of events including black-light dodge ball,
our keynote speaker-Justin Faticia, a concert/
dance by rapper Righteous B, and many other
wonderful highlights, paired with the chance to
experience a Mass with our new bishop and time
in Eucharistic Adoration. The spiritual advancement was combined with a chance to bond with
one another through the activities, resulting in a
truly unique experience.
All too often, our Catholic Faith becomes

The SMCHS junior class hoists their trophy after winning the
“Know Your Faith”competition. They then went on to defeat
the other state Catholic high schools for the overall championship.

something to pull out during Mass or religion
classes. Catholic Schools Week is a reminder
that we are to celebrate the gift of our faith with
everything we have.  1 Chronicles 16:23 states
that we are to, “Sing to the Lord, all the earth;
proclaim His salvation day after day.” The school
was teeming with singing and dancing, all the
while keeping in mind that everything we do, we
are called to do for the greater glory of God. But,
if having our Chaplain, Fr. Josh Waltz, get up on
a stage with a faux-rockstar mentality, leading the
school in Journey’s “Don’t Stop Believin’” and
the intense class clash in the Know Your Faith
Competition can be done in light of the glory of
God, what can’t be? The false stigma of Catholicism being boring, stuffy, and tiresome became
obsolete as the students became infused with the
realization that not only is Christ alive and his call
is one of joy and excitement, but He is here with
us, through his Holy Church, calling us to truly be
saints.

Bishop Ryan High School, Minot

By Kacey Donamaria, Assistant Chaplain
Editor, Assistant Chaplain Newsletter
Countless hours of planning and few hours
of sleep, brought together four Catholic schools,
and hundreds of students in an explosion of faith
in the Bishop Ryan High School gymnasium in
Minot. What for? The State Catholic “Know your
Faith” trivia competition. All of the Catholic
schools in the state (Bishop Ryan from Minot,
St. Mary’s from Bismarck, Trinity from Dickinson, and Shanley from Fargo), came together to
compete over their knowledge of the Catholic
faith. The assistant chaplains from Bishop Ryan
High School worked for months to plan and put
together this major event. To those who have not
seen it, you cannot imagine the sight of 500 or
so teenagers all celebrating the fact that they are
Catholic and proud of it. Brought together by a
faith in Jesus Christ, they chant His name as loud
as they can; shouting and dancing for the Lord.
These students were all brought together in the
spirit of friendly competition. Each school had
their own local trivia contest, and the winning
classes came to Bishop Ryan for the state competition. Because of the nature of this tournament,
one might think that the students would behave

Continued on Page 3
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Bishop’s
Schedule

From
The
Bishop’s
Desk

Bishop David D. Kagan, D.D., P.A., J.C.L.
March 1-31, 2012
March 2-11

-Provincial Bishops’ Ad Limina Visit to Rome

March 13

-First Choice Clinic Banquet, Ramkota, Bismarck,
7:00 p.m.

March 14

-Tour Badlands Ministries, Medora, 3:00 pm MT

March 15

Prayer, Sacrifice
and Charity

-Liturgy, Anointing of the Sick and Visitation, Marillac
Manor, Bismarck, 8:30 a.m.

March 17

- Knights of Columbus Meeting with Officers &
Chaplain, 11:00 a.m., Chancery
-Confirmation, Church of St. Joseph, Beulah,
5:00 p.m. CT

March 18

My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Jesus,

-Confirmation, Church of St. Martin, Hazen,
10:00 a.m. CT

March 19

-God’s Share Deanery Prayer Service & Meeting,
Church of St. Leo, Minot, 5:30 p.m.

March 20

-Liturgy, Church of St. Leo, Minot, 8:00 a.m.
-God’s Share Deanery Prayer Service & Meeting,
Church of St. Thomas, Tioga, 11:30 a.m. CT
-God’s Share Deanery Prayer Service & Meeting,
Church of Queen of Peace, Dickinson, 5:30 pm MT

March 22

-Diocesan Directors’ Staff Meeting, Center for Pastoral
Ministry, Bismarck, 10:00 a.m.
-God’s Share Deanery Prayer Service & Meeting,
Church of the Ascension, Bismarck, 5:30 pm

March 23

-Liturgy and Visitation, St. Gabriel’s Community,
Bismarck, 9:30 a.m.

March 24

-Confirmation, Church of St. Mary, Hague, and Church
of Sts. Peter & Paul, Strasburg @ Hague, 4:00 pm

March 25

-Confirmation, Church of St. Anthony, Linton,
10:30 a.m.

March 27

-Interview, Real Presence Radio, Bismarck, 9:00 a.m.
-Meeting, Catholic Mutual Group, @ Chancery,
Bismarck, 1:00 p.m.

March 28

-Vocation Awareness Evening for 5th Grade CCD
Students, Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, 5:00 p.m.

March 29

-Speaker, Lenten Luncheon, Church of Spirit of Life,
Mandan, 11:15 a.m.
-Penance Services, Church of Christ the King, Mandan,
7:00 p.m.

March 30

-Confirmation, Church of St. Michael, Rural Linton,
7:30 p.m.

March 31

-Liturgy, Blessing of Palms and Procession, Cathedral of
the Holy Spirit, Bismarck, 5:00 p.m.

A

s you receive this issue of the
Dakota Catholic Action we are in
the midst of celebrating our great
penitential Season of Lent.  Over
the years I have found that for me, the best
way to keep this holy season is to write three
words on a small card or piece of paper:  
Prayer, Sacrifice, and Charity.  These are our
Church’s traditional Lenten practices which
she urges us to keep each day of Lent and the
Church teaches us that this is a “discipline.”  
Why a discipline?
The reason is that these practices take real
work and effort on our parts to do.  I am sure
that, like me, you have had distractions come
to you while you are trying to pray.  It takes
effort to get rid of those distractions and
concentrate on our prayer.  How often has
it happened that with the best of intentions,
we decide to take on a penance or sacrifice of
one sort or another and then the temptations
begin?  We are tempted to either cut corners
just a bit by easing up on our sacrifice or
penance or we are tempted to just forget
about doing that penance or sacrifice.  This
is where we need the discipline of Lent to
help us not cut corners or to not give up
altogether.  Finally, in the works of charity we
perform in Lent, it can happen that instead
of really giving from our hearts of our time,
talent or treasure, we make a quick or weak
and halfhearted effort.  Again, this is where
the discipline of Lent saves us if we allow it
to do so.  The point of the Season of Lent is
not self-punishment but a real preparation of
our souls and bodies to celebrate and rejoice
in what Our Lord did for us because He loves
us and because we could never have achieved
salvation by ourselves.  Please do continue to
pray and to make a real sacrifice and be truly
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charitable each day of this holy season.  The
graces we gain stay with us even after Lent has
come to an end!
On another topic of great importance to
every Roman Catholic is the matter of the
federal government’s attempt to deprive
not just Catholics but all citizens of our
constitutional right to freedom of religion.  
A few people have contacted me to object
to the letter I sent to all of our good priests
and asked them to read at all Masses the last
weekend of January.  I am being accused
of inserting politics into the Mass and the
pulpit.  Nothing could be further from the
truth!  What the federal government has done
is presume to redefine what is a religious
belief held in good conscience as based on the
Divine and the Natural Law, both of which
have their origin in God and not in man.
To make this even worse, then the federal
government is insisting that we Catholics
and any other persons of right conscience
must violate our conscientious beliefs or be
punished by the government!  This is at the
heart of everything that the Roman Catholic
Church teaches all of us with regard to what
is morally good and permissible and it is
my duty as your bishop to guide you in all
such matters to the best of my ability.  As I
mentioned in that letter, we cannot and we
will not submit to such blatant disregard
for the right every American citizen is
guaranteed, the right to religious liberty and
the free practice of our religion in public and
in private.  I ask each of you if you can to
write to our U.S. senators and congressmen
and let them know that this simply cannot
stand and always do so with respect and
charity and promise to pray for them.
May God bless all of you in this holy
season and may Jesus Christ be praised!
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Catholic
Schools Week
Continued From Page 1
like they do at sporting events, cheering for their
own teams and booing the others. But during this
competition, it would be hard to stop the schools
from cheering for one another. The students from
all the schools came together in a way that is unbelievable. Yelling spirited, “We love Jesus yes we
do! We love Jesus, how about you?” chants across
the gym, two-stepping with people they’ve never
met during intermissions, and cheering their
hearts out, not only for the trivia contestants, but
also for a couple of extremely talented guitar players, and a newly converted Catholic rapper. These
were not paid professionals brought in to entertain. These were students from each of the schools
who played together and put on an amazing performance for their fellow peers. Also there to keep

Above: Bishop Ryan students
cheer their hearts out at
the State Catholic “Know
Your Faith” trivia competition. Right: Righteous B
East Coast Catholic Rapper
and guest MC makes his
entrance as he performs for
the students. BRHS photos
by Hannah Kramer and Kayla
Leintz, BRHS Assistant Chaplain staff.

the audience amused
were the Chaplains of
the schools and who
even did a little rapping themselves, with the
guest MC of the competition Righteous B, a wellknown Catholic rapper from the East coast.
In the book of Samuel in the Bible, it says, “David danced before the Lord with all his might.”
When these Catholic teenagers gathered together
to honor their God, they danced with all their
might and more. They bonded through their love

Go in Peace
Continued From Page 1
and the specific one we asked for that week
was an increase of true faith – always something good to ask of God. The Eucharist and
Faith are bridged. You will see the same link
of Eucharist and life in virtually every one of
these Prayers after Communion.

Blessing/Dismissal
The history of the blessing and dismissal
in Mass is rich. Would you believe that in the
oldest Mass books we have at our disposal,
there was no blessing? But, the Church recognizes how good it is to receive God’s blessing.
It is as if we are asking for God to seal within
us the graces He has given before we leave the
church.
The formulas of dismissal are interesting.
For centuries, there was just one: “Ite, Missa
est.” Literally, it means something like “Go,
it has been sent,” but we translate it now by
the phrase “Go forth the Mass is ended.” It is
a phrase that has its origins in the dismissal
used in the Roman Senate. Can you imagine?
We are leaving Mass sent by the same words
by which the great rulers of ancient Rome
were sent from the Senate!
Of course, we hear these words much dif-

of God and the Catholic faith we all hold dear. It
was not just a way to get out of classes for the day.
It was a celebration of the fact that we are proud
of and knowledgeable about our Catholic faith. It
was a victory in the ongoing war with the devil.
The hours put in to create this event were beyond
worth it, when every person in that gym felt the
unity among the schools and the bond among
the Catholic students in the state. The state trivia
competition connects us even when we live hundreds of miles apart. We are not singular Catholics, living alone in our faith. We are the One,
Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church and when
we come together as one we can move mountains
with our faith in God.

Christ the King School, Mandan
Christ the King School had a very exciting
Catholic Schools Week. The staff at Christ the
King School likes to integrate the students, giving
them the opportunity to spend time together and
getting them to know each other better.  
To kick off the week, the students were
split into color groups.  Each color group
made bandanas for their team color and
also named their group.  The group names
included the Pink Panthers, Purple Pandas,
Code Red, and the Brown Bears, just to
name a few.  Each color group had a section
of the school which they decorated with
streamers, balloons, and decorations.
Students attended daily activities
within their group.  
Some of the activities
included:
1. Career Day.  
Members of the community came and
gave a presentation
on what their job
was like. Some of the
presenters included a
fire truck with firefighters, an ambulance
with EMTs, the Lt.
Governor, a justice,
the Program Administrator for the visually
impaired, and a photographer. The students
had so much fun learning about different
careers and thinking about what they might
become someday.
2. All School Luncheon.  Families were invited
to attend our all school lunch.
3. Talent Show.
4. Dress up days.  

ferently than the Romans.
“Go.” It is the way Matthew’s Gospel ends.
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations.” (Mt. 28:19) It is fitting that Mass end in
the same way.
“It is sent,” “Mass is ended.” This is similar
to the way Luke’s Gospel ends. ”I am sending upon you what the Father has promised.”
(Lk.24:49)
Can you see how we end Mass as the
Gospels end? “Go.” “It is sent.” That ancient
phrase of dismissal takes on a new meaning in
a Christian setting. No longer is it magistrates
sent from the Senate building. No, we are
beloved children of God – something much
greater. Christ sends us forth, preceded by
the Holy Spirit, to proclaim His Gospel to all,
even by our very lives.
Pope Benedict XVI recently added three
new formulas for the dismissal that we can
use in place of the original one. Notice that
all of them begin with “Go!” All of them also
reflect the sense of being sent to make God
known to all. Here is how we hear them in
the new translation. 1. “Go and announce the
Gospel of the Lord.” 2. “Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by your life.” 3. “Go in peace.”
Friends, no matter how we shake it, Mass
does not end when we leave the church. It is
meant to continue in our lives and even spill
over into eternity. We have heard God’s Word.

Pillow People at Christ the King School.

5. Attended Mass with Bishop Kagan at St.
Joseph’s Church.
6. St. Mary’s High School students gave a presentation on their trip to Rome.
7. Attended Mass with Father Charlie. After
Mass, the parishioners were invited to join
our student body for Bingo and hot cocoa.  
This event was in appreciation for all that the
parishioners do in supporting our school.
8. Alumni versus CTK Students Basketball
game.  The students enjoyed eating popcorn
and watching 19 of CTK’s alumni challenge
our current students in a basketball game.
It was great to welcome back all our former
students. We plan on doing this again next
year.  If you are an alumnus and would like
to join us, please let us know!

Saint Joseph School, Mandan
One of the highlights of CWS at Saint Joseph
School was the Mass. Christ the King students
and staff were our guests at our Thursday Liturgy.
The Mass was celebrated by Bishop Kagan with
Fr. Campbell, Fr. Heidt, and Fr. Gion concelebrating and assisted by Deacon Bob Wingenbach.  
Several students shared their talents with those
in attendance and the Saint Joseph School Choir
members shared their musical talents during the
Mass.
There were many days of celebration and
thanksgiving for having the opportunity to attend
a Catholic School. It is important for everyone
to understand that Catholic Schools Week is not
only a time for fun, but it is also a time to share
the “Good News about our Catholic Schools,”
to reflect upon strengthening our commitment
to Catholic Education and also develop lifelong
memories as we support “Catholic Education,
Now and in the Future.”  At Saint Joseph School
we teach the “Catholic Faith, Strive for Academic
Excellence, and also teach the importance of Service.”

We have received Jesus’ body and blood. We
have worshiped the living God. He has come
to meet us. In fact, if we have the eyes of faith
to see it, we are there at the Cross, at the Last
Supper, in the Heavenly Wedding Banquet.
If our lives are not different because of that,
there is no other way of putting it than to
say that we are not yet open. Perhaps we still
require interior conversion to engage what
God is doing. Maybe not all at once, maybe
not in a tidal wave of change, but our lives will
change if we really enter into these mysteries. What the dismissal is telling us is that we
now have the responsibility to make use of the
gift given to transform the world into a place
where God’s presence enters every corner of
our lives.
That’s why the concluding rites are so
short. There is not much more to do after receiving God than to be blessed and sent! The
Holy Spirit goes ahead of us. In peace, proclaiming the Gospel and glorifying the Lord
by our lives, let us follow!
___________________________________
Rev. Schneider was ordained a priest for the Diocese of
Bismarck by Bishop Paul A. Zipfel on June 29, 2009. He
recently completed the degree of License in Sacred Liturgy
at the Pontifical Liturgical Institute of the Atheneum St. Anselmo in Rome, Italy, and is currently pursuing his Doctorate
in Sacred Liturgy at the same institute. He is in residence
at the Casa Santa Maria in Rome, Italy.
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Vatican III? Where?
The
Catholic
Difference
George Weigel

There are many good arguments against
quickly convening a Third Vatican Council—a
notion beloved of Catholics who occupy the
portside cabins on the Barque of Peter.
The most obvious is that Catholicism has
barely begun to digest the teaching of Vatican II
on the nature of the Church, the universal call
to holiness, and the reform of the episcopate,
the priesthood, consecrated life, and the lay vocation in the world. Until the dramatic change
in Catholic self-understanding that Vatican II

mandated is fully internalized and implemented—until the Church understands itself as a
mission, not as an institution that has a mission
(as one among many things it does)—there
seems little sense in convening Vatican III.
One might also argue that another ecumenical council would be a distraction from the
evangelical mission to which Vatican II called
the Church, and especially the Church’s bishops. As it is, bishops spend far too much of
their time in meetings. Would the preaching of
the Gospel, which, according to Vatican II, is
the first responsibility of bishops, be advanced
by gathering the entire world episcopate into a
global mega-meeting for three or four months
of the year, over a period of years?
Then there’s the question of resources. Any
Vatican III would cost vast sums of money:
would such an expenditure be the best use
of the Church’s resources? (As Father John
O’Malley reports in What Happened at Vatican
II?, one of the reasons Pope Paul VI was determined to conclude Vatican II in December 1965
was that the Council was simply costing too
much.)

Happy 20th Anniversary
Stewardship

cepting, and fulfilling the roles and responsibilities to which the Lord has called us.
The Second Vatican Council had this advice
about our Christian vocation:  “Every person
should walk unhesitatingly according to their
own personal gifts and duties in the path of
a living faith which arouses hope and works
through charity” (Lumen Gentium, 41).  In the
stewardship pastoral, the American bishops
took up this same theme of personal vocation,
saying, “The Christian vocation is essentially
Ron Schatz
a call to be a disciple of Jesus. . . Jesus’ call is
Office of Stewardship &
urgent.  He does not tell people to follow him at
Resource Development
some time in the future but here and now – at
this moment, in these circumstances.  There
In 1992, the United States Bishops wrote an
can be no delay.”
excellent pastoral letter, Stewardship: A Disciple’s
Becoming a disciple of Jesus Christ leads
Response. Throughout 2012, as we celebrate
naturally to the practice of stewardship.  These
the 20th anniversary of this publishing, I want
linked realities, discipleship and stewardship,
to continue sharing my understanding of the
then make up the fabric of a Christian life in
Pastoral Letter through a mini-series of articles.   which each day is lived in an intimate, perThis is my second month, with the last article
sonal relationship with the Lord . . . Refracted
focusing on Stewardship: The Challenge and the through the prisms of countless individual voChoice.
cations, this way of life embodies and expresses
If you have read it, I encourage you to take
the one mission of Christ: to do God’s will, to
this opportunity to read it again.  If you have
proclaim the good news of salvation, to heal the
not read it yet, I pray that my thoughts will inafflicted, to care for one’s sisters and brothers,
spire you to read it.  If you would like to order a to give life – life to the fullest – as Jesus did.
copy for $9.95, please complete the order form
Following Jesus is the work of a lifetime.  
below.  
With every step we take we are challenged to go
further in accepting and loving God’s will.
A final question for you.  Do you believe that
Stewardship: The Call
The pastoral letter states that we are called to you are “called?”  What experiences in your life
have reinforced or validated your faith in that
be disciples.  We must, therefore, first be good
stewards of our own vocations – discerning, ac- call?

ORDER FORM
U.S. Bishops’ Stewardship Pastoral Letter

Stewardship: A Disciple’s Response
Please send me ___ copies of this special Pastoral Letter for only $9.95 each.
My check is attached.
Name: _____________________________________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip: ______________________________________________________________
Please mail this order form and your check to:
Diocese of Bismarck
Office of Stewardship and Resource Development
520 N. Washington St., Bismarck, ND 58501

These are all good reasons why a general
council would be a bad idea for the foreseeable
future. But there’s another issue here, one that
raises an intriguing question about any future
council, no matter when it’s convened: Where
could Vatican III (or Lateran VI, or Trent II, or
Lyons III, or whatever-the-future-council-is
called) possibly be held?
Vatican I (1869-70) met in one transept of St.
Peter’s, because there were only 737 bishops attending. Some 2,800 bishops participated in the
four sessions of Vatican II, which met in the fall
months of 1962, 1963, 1964 and 1965, although
at any one session there were between 2,000
and 2,500 bishops present—and they filled the
entire, vast nave of St. Peter’s, seated on bleachers built high above the basilica’s marble floor.
Add the ecumenical observers, the Council
periti (advisers), and other functionaries with
access to the Council aula (as the reconfigured
basilica was called), and St. Peter’s was packed
full.
But today? At the end of 2009, the last year
for which complete Church statistics are available, there were 5,065 Catholic bishops in the
world. A general or “ecumenical” council is, by
definition, one in which all bishops have the
right to participate (Canon 339). Where would
this throng of over 5,000 bishops, literally twice
the size of the episcopate that attended the
most jam-packed session of Vatican II, meet? It
certainly couldn’t meet at St. Peter’s, or at any
of the other Roman basilicas. Indeed, is there a
Catholic church in the world that could readily
accommodate more than 5,000 bishops, their
advisors, the ecumenical observers, and all the
others who would rightly claim at least some
place in a council hall?
One wag to whom I mentioned this conundrum spoke of a future council as “Metroplex
I,” with the Council Fathers, the observers,
the advisers, the translators, and all the rest of
the apparatus meeting in Cowboys Stadium,
graciously donated for the occasion by Jerry
Jones. Bad jokes aside, however, the fact that the
world episcopate has doubled in number over
the past 50 years raises important questions for
the future. How can this large a body function
as the episcopal “college” of Vatican II’s Dogmatic Constitution on the Church? Is it possible
to imagine a “virtual council,” or some other
technological mechanism that would allow the
world episcopate to meet as a whole?
There’s far more, literally, to any future council than typically meets the eye.
_______________________________________________________

George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow of the Ethics
and Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C. Weigel’s column
is distributed by the Denver Catholic Register, the official newspaper of the Archdiocese of Denver.

2012 LENTEN
REGULATIONS
The season of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 22, 2012.  Lenten regulations
for the Diocese of Bismarck are as follows:
1. Catholics who have celebrated their 14th
birthday are to abstain from meat on Ash
Wednesday, Fridays in Lent and Good Friday.
2. In addition to abstaining from meat,
Catholics who have celebrated their 18th
birthday and until they celebrate their 59th
birthday, are to fast on Ash Wednesday and
Good Friday.  Those who are bound to this
regulation may eat only one full meal.  Two
smaller meals are permitted if necessary to
maintain strength according to one’s needs,
but eating solid foods between meals is not
permitted.
These minimal penitential practices should
not be lightly excused.
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The Drive to
Learn and Grow
Faith in
Formation

A simple occurrence at work prompted me to
ponder what motivates me to learn. I had asked
Lynn, the new receptionist/secretary, if she would
email a form for envelope labels to me. She responded by coming to my office and showing me
where, in two places in my computer programs, I
could easily produce those labels for myself. She
was clearly living out the old Chinese Proverb:
“Give a man a fish and you feed him for a day.
Teach a man to fish and you feed him for a lifetime.” I had learned a little something new that
day and enjoyed the warmth and satisfaction of
knowing and growing.
Another incident for learning was when I
recently purchased HGTV Home and Landscape
design software. I have a passion for building,
decorating and landscaping houses. Learning the
finer points of this program is challenging and
frustrating, but each tiny success affirms me and
the excitement of learning takes over.
As I reflected on my own desire to learn and
grow, I started wondering what motivates other
people to learn. I believe that every person has
the capacity to learn and grow throughout their
entire lifetime. People learn when they have
a deep desire to know, when they are curious
enough to ask the questions and to seek the answers, when they are challenged, or when more is
demanded of them.
So, where’s the connection between Scripture
and life? What does Scripture have to say about
learning and growing? Finding sources was no
easy task this time. But a friend directed me to
Luke’s account of Jesus as a young boy in the
temple. (Luke 2:41-52) “And Jesus advanced in
wisdom and age and favor before God and man.”
In accord with His human nature, Jesus learned
and grew. Awesome! He’s God and yet He grew
in understanding as He grew in age. In Luke, we
see Him, as a young 12 year old boy, sitting with
the scholars in the temple. He wasn’t standing
and teaching; He was “…sitting in the midst of
the teachers, listening to them and asking them
questions…” (Luke 3:46). He expressed His deep
desire to know. Even at this young age He was
already a devoted student of Scripture. He asked
questions and sought the answers. The fact that
“all were astounded with His understanding”
seems to indicate that Mary and Joseph had done
a pretty good job providing Him with a sound
education.
We don’t know much about Jesus’s early life.
We do know that He had grown physically and
He had more than a passing knowledge of Scripture. He grew in favor with the people. Many of
them had come to respect Him and some even
called Him rabbi. They invited Jesus to read the
Scriptures in the town synagogue.
That brings us to the final part of Luke’s
quote; “Jesus advanced in…favor before God.”
Jesus was the perfect man, yet He grew in favor
before God. Spiritual development was as important to Jesus as growing physically and intellectually. He lived as a model and example for us.
He learned, He grew and He advanced in God’s
favor. We too must deepen our relationship with
God and obey His will in order to advance in
favor before God.
Each of us has a God given desire to learn and
grow throughout our lives. It’s a gift, shouldn’t
we use it?

Newly formed Committee for Catechesis for Children with Special Needs.

Committee for Catechesis for
Children with Special Needs
All persons are entitled, by reason of their
baptism, to learn about God and experience His
saving love. This includes children with special needs. They too, have a right to adequate
catechesis and deserve the means to develop a
relationship with God. Present documents of
the Church encourage that, as far as possible,
persons with disabilities should be integrated
into ordinary catechetical activities of the parish (NDC 49).
With this in mind, the Committee for Catechesis for Children with Special Needs was
formed to act in an advisory capacity to the Office of Faith Formation. Members of the Committee are; Carol Defender, EmaLee Dressler,
Cathy Haarstad, Heather Lundeen, Jessica

Naslund, Colleen Stocker, Molly Wald, Mary Jo
Wocken, along with Ron Schatz and Betty Greff.
One of the tasks of this committee is to develop various forms of meaningful and appropriate inclusive catechetical models for integration in Parish Religious Education Programs
(PREP). These recommendations will then be
submitted to the bishop. The intent is to support parishes with existing inclusive catechetical classrooms and to provide the means for
parishes to welcome and encourage children
with special needs to attend regular (PREP)
classes.
Jesus said, “Let the children come to me; do
not stop them, for the kingdom of God belongs to
such as these” (Mk 10:14).

NDSU: A Catholic University?
By Lucas Martin, FOCUS Missionary
North Dakota State University
Walking across campus on an early January
morning, you see a couple Dominican Sisters in
their long, white habits visiting with a student
about their vocational discernment. As you
pass through the halls of your freshman dorm,
you’re greeted by a few students in bisonCatholic t-shirts who hand you a schedule of events
for the week while joyfully singing off key to
a Matt Maher song. Eating lunch in the dining hall, you overhear a conversation about an
event taking place on campus tonight intriguingly titled “Could Protestantism be True?” One
of the students mentions that he’s eager to ask
a question about purgatory at a “Stump the
Priest” Q&A session. A monk on rollerblades
speeds by you, his brown habit flapping in the
cold January wind, as you walk to class. Passing
through the Student Union, you can’t help but
to notice the large posters reminding you of the
Newman Center Mass times and an incredibly
tall bisonCatholic banner identifying yet another promotional booth. You also see a room
where several students are knelt in adoration of
Jesus Christ.
That night you decide to go check out one of
the bisonCatholic week events being held in the
Ballroom and arrive to find 300 other students
who have come to hear Catholic author Devin
Rose give a talk based on his book If Protestantism is True. Checking Facebook that night,
you find a few “friend requests” from some
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Fr. James Cheney (center) Chaplain at St. Paul’s Newman
Center and Fr. Kurtis Gunwall (left) Vocation Director for Fargo
Diocese.

students you met at the event. They’ve invited
you to come with them to an on-campus Mass
celebrated by Bishop Samuel Aquila, Fr. James
Cheney, and young priests from the diocese. Before you know it, you find yourself at the Newman Center for their annual talent show…and
then at a FOCUS Bible study…and then falling
in love with Jesus Christ and His Catholic
Church in a way you never thought possible.  
What college do you go to?  North Dakota
State University.  And you were beginning to
think you go to a Catholic university…and then
you realize that you do.
To learn more about bisonCatholic and how
you can join in this mission, please contact
Timothy Olson at tolson@focusonline.org.

DON’T GIVE UP

...on the hungry ...on the thirsty
...on the vulnerable ...on the poor
SM

Join Catholic Relief Services’
Operation Rice Bowl and make a
difference in the lives of those in need.
Photo by David Snyder/CRS

Betty Greff
Office of Faith Formation
& Education

This Lent
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The Experience of Being Chosen
No More,
No Less
Father John G. Guthrie
Vicar General

When I was a kid, my dad bought a dog.  His
previous dog had died and, after a few months,
it was time to get another.  Chico was a black
lab with beautiful features.  But, after a week, it
became clear to everyone in the family (except
my dad) that this dog had to go.  He barked
constantly, was extremely high-strung, and was
afraid of everyone—including my dad.  We
figured he must have been abused when he was
a small puppy.
Dad refused.  “We’ll give him more time,”
he said.  My father worked with that dog and
reassured him.  Sure enough, over a few months
that dog adjusted to our home.  The loyalty
Chico had for my father was complete.  He had
had the experience of being chosen, of being
cherished, of belonging.  From that time on, he
would do anything for my dad; he would sacrifice it all for the one who had chosen him.
The experience of being chosen, cherished,

belonging:  it is one of the essentials of living a
committed Christian life.  Jesus had a profound
sense of it.  In his daily prayer, he knew of his
Father’s deep affection for him.  At key moments—both at his baptism in the Jordan and
at his transfiguration—he heard the Father’s
voice:  “This is my beloved Son, with whom I
am well pleased” (Matthew 3:17 and 17:5).
I truly believe that the purpose of Christ’s
transfiguration (besides what it did for Peter,
James, and John) was to remind the Lord of his
“chosen-ness,” his identity as the One called
and cherished by his Father.  Jesus, despite
Peter’s offer to build booths on the mountain in
an attempt to bottle the experience, knows he
cannot remain on this high.  He has a mission
to accomplish and he knows what lies ahead.  
Just before they climbed up the mountain, he
told his disciples that he would have to suffer
and die.  He would be willing to walk that road
because he knew who he was and to whom he
belonged.  He knew he was chosen.  The transfiguration would carry him through the difficult days of sacrifice that would lie ahead.
A number of years ago, the bishops of our
country, in an attempt to discover the needs of
young people, asked them “What do you seek?”  
The responses boiled down to four key hungers:
• A healthy personal identity (Who am I?)
• Intimacy in relationships (Who am I in
relation to others?)
• Meaningful work (Where am I going?)
• A life-giving spirituality (How do I get
there?)

Fund Gives Back to Parishes and Catholic Schools
     The Catholic Schools and Religious Education Endowment Fund was created by the Diocese of Bismarck’s Vision For The Future Capital
Campaign in 2000-2001.  It was established
to help Catholic schools and parish religious
education programs in the diocese that need
assistance.  In its tenth year, the fund has now
given over $658,000 back to the parishes and
Catholic schools that have applied for these
special grants.  
     The grant applications are reviewed and
scored by a volunteer grant committee made up
of representatives from the parishes and Catholic Schools in each of our five deaneries.
     The following Catholic schools received
grant funds for the 2011-2012 grant period:
Christ the King School, Mandan; St. Mary’s
Grade School, Bismarck; Dickinson Catholic
Schools, Dickinson; Cathedral Grade School,
Bismarck; and St. Mary’s Central High School,

Bismarck.
     Ten parishes in the diocese also received
grant funds, namely: St. John, Beach; St. Anne
and St. Mary, of Bismarck; St. Martin, Hazen;
St. Ann, Hebron; Christ the King and St. Joseph,
Mandan; St. Mary, New England; St. Pius V,
New Salem; and St. Mary, Richardton.   
     Each school and parish could apply for grant
assistance in all of these three categories:
     Objective 1:  To assist schools and parish
religious education programs in improving
salaries and benefits.
     Objective 2:  To provide assistance for special
needs to parish religious education programs
and Catholic schools.
     Objective 3:  To provide adequate in-service,
professional development, religious or other
educational opportunities for teachers in parish religious education programs and Catholic
schools.    

GOOD
FRIDAY
By His Wounds You Are Healed
1 Peter 2:24

Support Christianity In The Holy Land
3OHDVHJLYHJHQHURXVO\DVXUJHGE\WKH+RO\)DWKHU
Commissaries of the Holy Land in the United States
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Those are the hungers we all have no matter what our age.  Christ too had these same
hungers and they were satisfied by his heavenly
Father at the transfiguration.
We know that, like Christ, we are going to
experience hardship and suffering for the sake
of the Gospel.  One of the key insights we can
glean from contemplating Christ’s transfiguration is that we will be willing to bear the sacrifices, the hardships, the sufferings that come
from being a follower of Christ to the extent
that we know that we have been chosen.  We
will bear our share of the hardships if we have a
healthy personal identity, intimacy in relationships (especially with God), meaningful work,
and a life-giving spirituality.  People that understand this endure and persevere.  Like Christ,
we can persevere to the end … in love.

Infertility and Means
of Overcoming It
Bioethical Challenges Seminar
Series Continues at UMary

This bioethics seminar series demonstrates
that it is possible for one to be true to science
and to faith. The truths of science and the
truths of faith have the same source: God. He
is the source of all truth, the truths discovered
by scientists through the scientific method and
the truths followed by disciples through the
theological virtue of faith. Therefore, authentic
science and authentic faith will always complement — not contradict — one another. They
are friends, not foes.
Each session includes expert presentations
as well as lively discussion from participants.  
Presenters are experts in medical ethics from
the National Catholic Bioethics Center (NCBC)
in Philadelphia. The Center is unique among
bioethics organizations in that its message derives from the official teaching of the Catholic
Church, drawing from a moral tradition that
acknowledges the unity of faith and reason and
builds on the solid foundation of natural law.
The third session in
this nine-month series
will be held March
16-17.  Guest speaker,
Father Tad Pacholczyk,
will speak on Infertility
and Means of Overcoming It.  Learn the
current methods of
creating human embryos through assistive
reproductive technoloFather Tad Pacholcyzk
gies and research, and
the Catholic ethical
teaching pertaining to the creation of human
life through specified technologies.
Father Pacholcyzk, Ph.D., is director of
education at the NCBC and directs the Center’s
National Catholic Certification Program in
Health Care Ethics.  Father Pacholcyzk earned a
Ph.D. in neuroscience from Yale University and
did advanced studies in theology and bioethics
in Rome. He has presented on the science and
ethics of stem cells and cloning numerous times
across the country and abroad.
Two more session; Homosexuality, Intersexuality, Gender Identity (Apr. 20-21) and
Chastity in Marriage, Natural Family Planning
and Contraception (May 11-12) will be offered
before breaking for the summer.  The seminar
series will then continue with its’ final fours sessions starting in September.
For a detailed listing of series presentations
and to register online, go to www.umary.edu.
The series is presented by the Bismarck Catholic Physicians Guild and the University of Mary
School of Health Sciences, with sponsorship
provided by the Diocese of Bismarck and St.
Alexius Medical Center.
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Core Values of the Catholic Faith
An important first step in knowing ourselves
is to step away from the details and minutia of
our daily life to think about what really “turns
our crank.”  This essential step in personal
planning helps us to
focus on the relationships, the attitudes, the
pleasures, the things
of beauty that really
matter to us.  This introspective assessment
is equally important in
pastoral planning.  
     As we think back on
our earliest experiencDeacon Lynn Clancy es with our parish we
Office of Pastoral
can challenge ourselves
Planning
to identify what was
the most exciting or
fulfilling.  What about this experience made us
the most engaged, most proud to be a member
of our parish?  Who were the significant others and what was it about them that made this
a high point?  What would make things even
better in our faith community in the future?  
What do we hope for as a preferred future for
our faith community and do we have the confidence that we can achieve that future?
I believe I am fortunate to have experienced
a Catholic School education.  The women
and men at St. Catherine School at Valley City
were talented, well-educated individuals who
could have had successful careers in most any
field, but they dedicated themselves to passing on Core Values of the Catholic Faith and a
good education to the likes of me. The nuns,
priests, lay teachers and other school personnel helped me to appreciate the importance
of my relationship with God, with people and
with the gifts God has given me.  Together
with my parents they instilled a deep sense
that charity must be accompanied by justice- that faith must be understood, felt and lived.  
They helped me to believe that Jesus Christ

Percentages indicate the frequency with which the component was reported by participating parishes.

lived, died, rose again, so we might experience
how much God loves us; that Jesus gave us the
Church and the Sacraments to sustain us in that
love.
I frequently fail to live these core values but
when I take the time to reflect on them and
plan around them, I “do better”.  The same is
true for our faith communities.  When Pope
John Paul II reflected on the “hope generated by
Vatican II”, he listed the following: “ecumenism,
interreligious dialogue, a greater role for the
laity, recognition of the dignity of women and
a retrieval of the notion of collegiality in the
governance of the church.”
What are the hopes we have for the future?  

How will we achieve them?  When we look
forward is all we imagine further losses and
pain?  Engaging in some pastoral planning
during this season of Lent will help us to “do
better” as a faith community.  The planning
process has helped us identify eight core values.  
Let’s imagine how we can prosper them for the
future.  Eucharist/ Mass/ Sacraments/ Liturgical
Music; Parish Family/Fellowship;  Membership
in and the Traditions of the Catholic Church;
Youth and Adult Participation/Committee Participation; Cooperation/Stewardship/Mission
Work; Leadership/Deacons/Lay Leaders/Priests;
Education/Homilies; Environment/Positive Attitude/ Welcoming/ Attractive Facilities.

Federal Government Launches Assaults on Catholicism

ND
Catholic
Conference
Christopher Dodson
Executive Director

When I started with the North Dakota
Catholic Conference in 1994, neither the state
conference nor the U.S. Bishops conference
devoted much time to religious liberty issues.
The bishops cared about religious freedom, but
the threats were rare. Things have changed and
2012 is shaping up to be the year of religious
liberty challenges. Consider the following:
• On January 20, 2012, the Obama Administration confirmed that it would force nearly
all private health plans to give free sterilization and contraceptive procedures, regardless of whether the insurer, the employer or
other plan sponsor, or even the woman herself objects to such coverage. The exemption provided for “religious employers” is so
narrow that it fails to cover the vast majority of faith-based organizations, including
Catholic hospitals, universities, and service
organizations that help millions every year.
• On June 12, 2012, North Dakotans will vote
on Measure 3 and decide whether to restore

religious liberty as a fundamental freedom
in North Dakota.  
• In September of 2011, the Obama Administration denied the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops a grant to help
victims of human trafficking solely because
it would not provide abortion referrals and
contraception to the victims, despite the
fact that USCCB had successfully operated
the program for years.  The denial triggered congressional hearings investigating
whether the Administration acted with an
anti-Catholic bias.
• In one of the most important religious
freedom cases in decades, the Obama
Administration recently argued that the
U.S. Constitution does not allow churches
to choose their ministers without government interference.  Thankfully, the Supreme
Court unanimously rejected that position
in January.
• Several states will consider legalizing samesex “marriages” this year.  Legal recognition
of such unions raise a number of serious
religious liberty and conscience problems.
Recognizing these threats, on January 12,
2012, religious leaders issued a joint statement focusing on the threats to religious
freedom in same-sex union legislation.
• Last year all dioceses in Illinois discontinued providing foster care services because
of a state law mandating that they provide
adoption services to same-sex couples.
• In recent months universities around the
country have suspended religious clubs on
campuses unless the clubs allow members
who don’t share the club’s beliefs.

• The U.S. Department of State has started
pushing for all foreign aid programs to
include contraception programs, which
would exclude Catholic Relief Services from
partnering with the U.S. government.
• The U.S. Department of Justice has moved
from not just defending the Defense
of Marriage Act (DOMA) to attacking
DOMA’s constitutionality, claiming that
supporters of DOMA (i.e., the Catholic
Church) are motivated by bias and prejudice.  As Archbishop Timothy Dolan put it:
“If the label of ‘bigot’ sticks to us—especially in court—because of our teaching on
marriage, we’ll have church-state conflicts
for years to come as a result.”
• In a rare move, on January 19, 2012, Pope
Benedict XVI spoke on the threats to religious liberty in the United States saying: “It
is imperative that the entire Catholic community in the United States come to realize the grave threats to the Church’s public
moral witness.”
• In September the U.S. Bishops established
the Ad Hoc Committee for Religious Liberty and immediately made religious liberty
a top priority for the Catholic Church in
the U.S.
Religious freedom has come to the forefront.  
At stake is not just our “First Freedom.”  Also
at stake is whether we can be a Church that
saves unborn lives, promotes marriage, feeds
the poor, buries the dead, comforts the afflicted,
heals the sick, and strengthens families.  We
cannot do any of these if we lose our right to
religious freedom.  
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Government attempts to shackle reli
President Obama’s February 10 offer of a limited and unclear compromise does not change
the urgent need for legislation to correct such threats to religious liberty and conscience rights.
The Respect for Rights of Conscience Act has been introduced in Congress (H.R. 1179, S. 1467)
to ensure that those who participate in the health care system “retain the right to provide,
purchase, or enroll in health coverage that is consistent with their religious beliefs and moral
convictions.” It is more important than ever that members of Congress be urged to co-sponsor
this measure – or thanked if they are already co-sponsoring the bill. For the list of current cosponsors, please check H.R. 1179 and S. 1467 at: thomas.loc.gov.

A Pastoral Instruction

To the Catholic Faithful of the Diocese of Bismarck
My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ Jesus,
I write to you in order to clarify the most recent
issue of disagreement between the Roman Catholic
Bishops of the United States and the Federal Government.  Much has been said by the Government and
the secular media trying to cast the present matter
in an altogether different light than what, in fact, the
basic issue is and always has been for the Bishops.  
The issue is this:  we, as Catholic citizens of the
United States, have the guaranteed right to the free
exercise of our sincere religious beliefs without the
interference of our Government.  This is a right
guaranteed by the First Amendment.  The right to
the free exercise of our conscientious religious beliefs
flows from our God-given human dignity, not from
the Federal Government.  In fact, it is the duty of our
Government to protect and defend this unalienable
right.
Do not believe anyone who says that this is just
a “Catholic” issue about contraceptives or women’s
rights to health services.  This current matter is not
that at all.  The real issue again is the full exercise of
the right to religious liberty; contraceptives are only
the current external motivation but not the fundamental issue.
The Roman Catholic Church’s constant beliefs
and teachings about contraception, abortion, sterilization, euthanasia and other artificial measures to
prevent or substantially alter life are well-publicized
and well-known.  In our country it is our right to
believe what our Church teaches and to live out and
practice these beliefs in public and in private.  What
is happening is that the Government is using these
matters as an excuse to silence the Catholic Church
by imposing unjust regulations on us in order to
infringe upon our right to the free exercise of our
religious beliefs.  
Pope Benedict XVI calls all of us to have courage
in our beliefs in order to counter a “reductive secularism which would delegitimize the Church’s participation in public life and debate.”  You and I and
every Catholic in our great nation cannot allow this
to happen!  We must defend our right to religious
liberty.
Most recently, President Obama announced that
he had decided to make an “accommodation” for
Catholic and other religious institutions with regard
to the mandated inclusion of contraceptives, abortion and sterilization services in all health insurance  
programs.  He shifted from the employer to the insurance company the responsibility to provide these
“services” free of charge.  
This is not an “accommodation”.  This is not a
reasonable compromise nor is it anything but what
has been correctly termed a “shell game”.  This is
not change and it does nothing to correct the obvious mistake:  the employer pays for each and every
service it gives to its employees in its health insurance
program.  Therefore, our Catholic institutions are
still being directly interfered with in the legitimate
exercise of our religious beliefs and the Government
is trying to redefine our Catholic religious identity
and our Catholic ministry.  The Catholic Church is
still being required to formally cooperate in what
we believe and know to be morally evil practices.  
As I wrote to you earlier, we will not and we cannot
comply with this unjust regulation.  The Government

does not have the right to insert itself into the affairs
of the Catholic Church nor does it have the right to
coerce the Catholic faithful to engage in or to promote or to cooperate with what is immoral.
Some will tell you that the Catholic Bishops are
breaching what is called the principle of the “separation of Church and state”.  Do not believe that for a
single second!  This is an excellent principle and we
uphold it without reservation.  The principle means
that there is not to be a state sponsored religion and
set of beliefs to the exclusion of all other religions
and religious beliefs.  What we Bishops defend is
that principle and its very first good fruit – the First
Amendment right to religious liberty for all which
the Government must guarantee and defend without
alteration.  
Those who oppose our Church’s efforts to restore fully the free exercise of religious beliefs for all
Americans will say that this does exempt the Catholic
Church’s institutions from the requirements of the
mandate.  Again, this is not true.  In our Diocese of
Bismarck I cannot find nor can I think of one Catholic entity which would conform strictly to the very
narrow criteria of the Administration as it has tried
to redefine what a Catholic institution is and what a
Catholic ministry is.  
As with the Government’s unprecedented intrusion into the beliefs of Catholics and into the internal
pastoral life of the Church, its determined, unreasonable, and unprecedented coercion of American citizens to either violate their consciences or relinquish
their health care is simply wrong.  
I know that I can count on you, my brothers and
sisters in Christ, and I can count on the many nonCatholics who have contacted me and offered their
full support to the Catholic Bishops, to continue to
pray and fast for a change of heart and mind by the
Administration.  Our conscientious beliefs have not
been weakened or diminished but, on the contrary,
we are fully resolved to live our Catholic faith according to the mind and heart of Christ and His Church
even under the threat of civil punishment and penalties.
What we desire is what every American desires
– our Government’s respect for and defense of our
right to our beliefs and to the free and unimpeded
practice of them.  The Roman Catholic Church in
the United States has a long and fruitful tradition of
compassionate service to all who come to us in any
need.  This present mandate and this so-called “accommodation” only seek to disrupt and dismantle
this compassionate and charitable service to all of
our fellow citizens.  
Again, I ask for your prayers and sacrifices offered
to Almighty God for our Church and for our Nation.  
In your name and mine, I daily seek Our Blessed
Mother’s intercession with her Divine Son for us all
that we may confess our Faith and live our Faith in
freedom and in charity.
May God bless our Diocese and our Nation!

The Most Reverend David D. Kagan
Bishop of Bismarck

Bishops Studying
Movement on Re

February 10, 2012-USC
CB
New opportunity to dia
logue with
Too soon to tell wheth
er and how
Commitment to religiou
s liberty fo

WASHINGTON— The Un
ited States
Conference of Catholic
Bishops (USCCB
sees initial opportunities
in preserving th
principle of religious free
dom after Presid
Obama’s announcement
today. But the
Conference continues
to express concer
“While there may be an
openness to respond to some of our con
cerns, we reser
judgment on the details
until we have the
said Cardinal-designate
Timothy Dolan,
president of USCCB.
“The past three weeks
have witnessed
remarkable unity of Am
ericans from all rel

Six Things Eve
Know About the
The United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops offers the following clarifications regarding the Health
and Human Services regulations on
mandatory coverage of contraceptives,
sterilization and abortion-inducing
drugs.
1. The mandate does not exempt
Catholic charities, schools, universities, or hospitals. These institutions
are vital to the mission of the Church,
but HHS does not deem them “religious employers” worthy of conscience
protection, because they do not “serve
primarily persons who share the[ir]
religious tenets.” HHS denies these organizations religious freedom precisely
because their purpose is to serve the
common good of society-a purpose
that government should encourage,
not punish.
2. The mandate forces these institutions and others, against their conscience, to pay for things they consider
immoral. Under the mandate, the
government forces religious insurers to
write policies that violate their beliefs;
forces religious employers and schools
to sponsor and subsidize coverage
that violates their beliefs; and forces
religious employees and students to
purchase coverage that violates their
beliefs.
3. The mandate forces coverage of
sterilization and abortion-inducing
drugs and devices as well as contraception. Though commonly called the
“contraceptive mandate,” HHS’s mandate also forces employers to sponsor
and subsidize coverage of sterilization.
And by including all drugs approved
by the FDA for use as contraceptives,
the HHS mandate includes drugs that
can induce abortion, such as “Ella,” a
close cousin of the abortion pill RU486.
4. Catholics of all political persuasions are unified in their opposition to
the mandate. Catholics who have long
supported this Administration and its
healthcare policies have publicly criticized HHS’s decision, including col-

March 2012

Dakota Catholic Action • 

igious rights

g Initial White House
eligious Liberty

h executive branch
much improvement on
core concerns
or all means legislatio
n still necessary

B)
he
dent

gions or none at all wo
rried about the erosion of religious freedom
and governmental
intrusion into issues of
faith and morals,” he
said.

“Today’s decision to rev
ise how individuals obtain services that
are morally objectionable to religious ent
ities and people of
rve
faith is a first step in the
right direction,”
em,” Cardinal-designate
Dolan said. “We hope
to work with the Admin
istration to guarantee that Americans’ con
sciences and our
da
religious freedom are not
harmed by these
liregulations.”

rns.

eryone Should
e HHS Mandate
umnists E.J. Dionne, Mark Shields, and
Michael Sean Winters; college presidents Father John Jenkins and Arturo
Chavez; and Daughter of Charity Sister
Carol Keehan, president and chief
executive officer of the Catholic Health
Association of the United States.
5. Many other religious and secular
people and groups have spoken out
strongly against the mandate. Many
recognize this as an assault on the
broader principle of religious liberty,
even if they disagree with the Church
on the underlying moral question. For
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tion/index.cfm.
stricter than existing state mandates.
HHS chose the
narrowest state-level religious exemption as the model for its own. That
exemption was drafted by the ACLU
and exists in only 3 states (New York,
California, Oregon). Even without a
religious exemption, religious employers can already avoid the contraceptive
mandates in 28 states by self-insuring their prescription drug coverage,
dropping that coverage altogether, or
opting for regulation under a federal
law (ERISA) that pre-empts state law.  
The HHS mandate closes off all these
avenues of relief.

At press time, neither Senator Kent Conrad nor Senator John Hoeven
had responded to Bishop David Kagan’s letter.
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Recording Star Tajci
ˇ Dedicates
Song to the People of Minot
Over the years Fr. Dave Zimmer, Church of St. John the Apostle
in Minot, has worked diligently to bring the talents of international
recording star “Tajči” to the people of the Bismarck diocese.  On her
second visit to North Dakota in December of 2010, Tajči reflected on
how receptive the people of the prairie had been to her and her music
with their “open hearts and smile.”  
When Tajči learned of the devastating flooding in Minot in the
spring of 2011, she was moved to send the gift of a song to North
Dakota, along with her heartfelt prayers.  As a result, Tajči recorded her
own restructured version of the song “Till We Meet Again” with the
dedication; “For Fr. Dave Zimmer, his twin brother Dan, and the people
of Minot, North Dakota.”  The song choice came from a love story Fr.
Zimmer had shared with her following the death of his mother, June
Zimmer, in April of 2011:
A Love Story…
Many years ago, at the Minnehaha Dance Hall, Harold Zimmer introduced himself to June Wecker and asked her to dance with him. The next song the band played
was “Till We Meet Again.” That first dance lead to a lifetime relationship and love
that was interrupted by several years when Harold bravely served his country as a
soldier in World War II. June waited prayerfully and perhaps patiently till they were
to meet again.
Harold held on to the hope he would return safely to June, God willing following
the war. Thankfully, Harold did return to his sweetheart and wedding bells rang for
them on June 1, 1946.
For years to come, June on her accordion and Harold with his violin, would play
this tune as a testament of their love during the years that separated them. Their
beautiful relationship was abruptly interrupted with Harold’s death on March l,
1957. June found herself once again waiting “till they would meet again.”
The years that followed, June continued to play the song on that old button accordion alone. The sound of Harold’s violin would remain only a memory for the next
forty years.
It was then that Dave pulled the weathered black case from the attic and took it
back to North Dakota. Having heard of an elderly postmaster in Taylor, North Dakota known to handcraft violins as a hobby, Dave asked him to refurbish it. A month
later when Dave returned to collect the treasured instrument, the postmaster asked if
he would like him to play something. Dave said, “Absolutely, play anything!” anxious
to hear the sound of music from the instrument that had been hidden in the attic for
so many years. The postmaster respectfully picked up the violin and bow, tuned it,
and began playing “Till We Meet Again.”
Of course, June cried when she heard the story of the song she loved so dearly, and
more importantly, because once again she was remembering “her Harold” she missed
so much.
“Till We Meet Again”
Words by Raymond B. Egan-Music by Richard A. Whiting, Copyright 1918 Warner Bros., Inc.

There’s a song in the land of the lily
Each sweetheart has heard with a sigh.
Over high garden walls this sweet echo falls, As a soldier boy whispers good bye.
Chorus—
Smile a while you kiss me sad adieu. When the clouds roll by I’ll come to you.
Then the skies will seem more blue.
Down the lover’s lane my dearie, Wedding bells will ring so merrily; Every tear
will be a memory. So wait and pray each night for me Till we meet again.
Tho’ good-bye means the birth of a tear drop,
Hello means the birth of a smile. And the smile will erase the tear blighting trace.
When we meet in the after a while.

To learn more about Tajči or to see and hear her preform, please visit  
www.idobelieve.com; then plan to attend one of her upcoming performances in the diocese.

What
you need
to know
about sex
offenders

Child sexual abuse is so hard for most people to comprehend
because people want to believe it that it doesn’t happen or it
doesn’t happen around here. However the stark reality is that
one in four girls and one in six boys in ND will be sexually
abused before the age of 18. Here are some startling facts
about sex offenders:
• The average age of the sex offender is 31.
• Sexual offenders usually don’t fit the stereotypes of being
dirty old men or strangers lurking in alleys. More often,
they are known and trusted by the children they victimize.

Calendar of events
Happiest Baby on the Block
11 a.m.–12:30 p.m., Tuesday, March 20
Medcenter One
We offer free on-going counseling and
advocacy. If you or someone you know
needs help, contact us at 323-5626.
For more information, please visit
medcenterone.com/dcac.
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SMCHS 61st Carnival Revisited
The 61st Annual St. Mary’s Central High School (SMCHS) Carnival
was recently celebrated February 3-5, 2012. The Carnival, a three generation tradition, has been a success because of the thousands of people
who attend and support the carnival each year and the fact that the
Carnival is run so efficiently by over 1,400 volunteers who commit their
time and talent to work this three day extravaganza.
The quality of the grand prize vehicle is probably one of the most
important factors in the success of the carnival.  Raffle ticket sales play
a major role in generating revenue for the carnival.  Besides raffle ticket
sales, the silent and live auctions are another area that generates significant revenue for the carnival.  Unlike most other areas of the carnival,
the silent and live auctions come with no expenses and all proceeds are
pure profit.
This year’s live and silent auctions were historical in nature.  While all
of the numbers weren’t available, early indications were that the live and
silent auctions generated unprecedented numbers by a large margin over
any other year.  
The highlights of this year’s live auctions were the donations by our
priests and bishop. Fr. Waltz, Fr.  Gion, Fr. Ehli, and Fr. Richter’s Italian
meal and limousine ride for eight got things off to a good start on Friday
night.  Fr. Waltz, Fr. Gion and Fr. Ehli worked the crowd to perfection as
they raised $4,050 for their Italian meal.  Feeling bad for the people who
lost out on the meal, Fr. Waltz and Fr. Ehli offered the same meal to them
for their last bid of $4,000 and it was accepted and $8,050 was raised by
Fr. Waltz, Fr. Gion, Fr. Ehli, and Fr. Richter.  Fr. Eberle’s pheasant hunt
was also a very popular item in Friday’s live auction.  Fr. Eberle’s pheasant hunt went for $1,300. Fr. Eberle also offered a second pheasant hunt
which was accepted and he doubled his donation to the carnival.  On
Saturday night Fr. Shea offered an Italian meal that was auctioned off
for $4,250. The carnival was also blessed to have received from Bishop
Kagan a liturgy and meal that was auctioned for $4,100.
While all of the final numbers aren’t in yet, it appears that this year’s
carnival revenues will break all previous records.  The carnival committee is grateful for the countless hours of time and effort that are put into
the carnival each year by its many volunteers.

Website Helps Parents Talk to
Kids About Difficult Subjects
Have you ever been uncomfortable in starting a conversation with
your child?  Ever wished there was a one place to go to find out some
suggestions?  As a parent, talking to your child about certain subjects can
be difficult, but it’s not impossible. That’s why the Parents LEAD website
was created to assist you in helping your kids make the right decision.
Parents LEAD (Listen, Educate, Ask,
Discuss) provides comprehensive ageappropriate information, tips, tools and
resources to parents on how to talk to their child with a goal to prevent
underage drinking and related consequences.  Designed to provide valuable resources to parents of children of all ages, the key component to
Parents LEAD is a website, www.parentslead.org.
Parents LEAD includes tips for starting that difficult conversation,
handling questions from children, and suggestions for prevention measures that are effective for children at each individual developmental
stage.
When parents visit www.parentslead.org they will have the opportunity to sign up for email communications containing content based on
their child’s (or children’s) specific age and/or grade.  A Facebook page
and interactive blog, written by Dr. Sharon Query, 4-H Youth Development Specialist with the NDSU Center for 4-H Youth Development, is
also included on the website, and will allow parents to ask specific questions surrounding the topic of underage drinking.
The program is a partnership between the four state agencies: North
Dakota Department of Transportation, North Dakota University System
Consortium for Substance Abuse Prevention, North Dakota Department
of Human Services and North Dakota State University Extension Service.
Bringing you the internationally known singer/songwriter
who has been inspiring audiences across America
Wed, 3/28 - 7pm St. Pius V Cath. Church, New Salem
Thu, 3/29 - 7pm Church of Saint Wenceslaus, Dickinson
Fri, 3/30 - 7pm Church of Saint Anne, Bismarck
Sat, 3/31 - 2pm Sts. Peter & Paul Cath. Church, Strasburg
Sun, 4/1 - 2pm & 7pm St. John the Apostle Church, Minot
([SHULHQFH7DMþL¶VSRZHUIXOFRQFHUWHYHQWWKHPXVLFVKHZULWHV
WKHVWRU\VKHWHOOVWKHYRLFHWKDWZLOOEORZ\RXDZD\

• Only 20–30 percent of offenders were sexually abused as
children, but others have no such history.
• Family members commit 39 percent of the reported sexual assaults on children
• Only 5 percent of sexual abuse is perpetrated by a stranger (Snyder, 2000).
• The younger the victim, the more likely it is that the abuser is a family member.
H[SHULHQFHRI&KULVW¶VZDONRQ&DOYDU\WKDWZLOOOHDYH\RXVSHHFKOHVV³7KH
VDGGHVWDQG\HWPRVWKRSHIXOVWRU\RIDOOWLPH´WROGWKURXJKVRQJV\RXZLOO
UHFRJQL]HDQGWKRVH\RXZLOOZDQWWRKHDURYHUDQGRYHU

• The younger the child victim, the more likely it is that the perpetrator is a
juvenile. Juveniles are the offenders in 43 percent of assaults on children
under age 6.
• Homosexual individuals are no more likely to sexually abuse children than
heterosexual individuals. (Jenny, et. al., 1994).

Medcenter One

Dakota Children’s Advocacy Center
medcenterone.com/dcac

This is a free event. Donations will be accepted.
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Diocese Of Bismarck Annual Financial Reports
For Year Ending June 30, 2011
The Diocese of Bismarck Fiscal Office
administers and oversees four entities for the
diocese.  These are the Diocese of Bismarck
Corporation (DOB General Fund), the primary
body for operating the programs of the diocese; the Provision for the Future Corporation
(Provision Fund), endowment funds with three
primary restricted funds for Catholic education, seminarian education, and priests care;  
the Diocese of Bismarck Expansion Corpora-

tion (Expansion Fund), a parish deposit, loan
and investment program operated with excess
parish funds; and the Priests’ Benefit Association (PBA), a defined benefit plan in place for
the retired priests of the Diocese of Bismarck.
Each of these entities’ financial statements are
audited by an independent certified public accounting firm.  The audits were conducted in
accordance with U.S. generally accepted auditing principles.

The audited financial statements present the
financial position and changes in net assets for
the years ended June 30, 2011 and 2010.  The
independent auditors rendered unqualified
opinions.
The financial reports presented here are a
summary of the full audited statements, which
are available upon request.  References to 2011
and 2010 are to the diocese’s fiscal years ended
June 30, 2011 and 2010.

The following comments highlight
the financial statements of the Diocese of
Bismarck Expansion Fund (Fund). The
Fund is managed under the direction of
an independent Board of Trustees charged
with the responsibility of ensuring the
Fund functions in a professional and
prudent manner.
The Expansion Fund is a nonprofit,
EXPANSION
OF DIOCESE
THE DIOCESE
OF BISMARCK
separately incorporated organization
EXPANSION
FUNDFUND
OF THE
OF BISMARCK
BISMARCK,
NORTH
DAKOTA
providing a centralized, diocesan manBISMARCK,
NORTH
DAKOTA
aged, savings and loan program for the
Statements
of Financial
Position
Statements
of Financial
Position
benefit of parishes and related entities
of the Diocese of Bismarck.  Parishes are
30, 2011
and 2010
June June
30, 2011
and 2010
required by diocesan policy to deposit
in the Fund all funds in excess of normal operating needs.  Parishes have the
2011 2011
2010 2010
option to invest in a fixed term CD with
ASSETS
ASSETS
the Fund or redirect the funds back to
their local community banks.  The Fund
Cashcash
andequivalents
cash equivalents
$ 158,632
158,632$
$ 141,230
141,230
Cash and
$
then provides the framework through
Notes
receivable,
net
of
allowance
for
Notes receivable, net of allowance for
which excess parish funds are pooled,
doubtful
accounts
365,899
581,410
doubtful
accounts
365,899
581,410
then safely and professionally invested.  
Interest
receivable
38,859
Interest receivable
38,859
39,21639,216
The Fund uses these pooled monies
Investments
6,050,720
5,429,562
Investments
6,050,720
5,429,562
as a resource to provide the necessary
structure by which parishes may request
Total assets
$6,614,110
6,614,110$
$6,191,418
6,191,418
Total assets
$
and receive loans for capital projects at
competitive rates and terms.
LIABILITIES
ANDASSETS
NET ASSETS
LIABILITIES
AND NET
Statements of Financial
Position and Activities
LIABILITIES
LIABILITIES
to related
$ 100,000
100,000$
$ 100,000
100,000
Net Assets of the Expansion Fund
Due toDue
related
party party
$
Interest
payable
71,271
at the end of the fiscal year 2011 were
Interest payable
71,271
75,64475,644
payable
5,776,987
5,477,960
$665,852, an increase in net assets of
Notes Notes
payable
5,776,987
5,477,960
Total
liabilities
5,948,258
5,653,604
$128,038 from the prior year, 2010.
Total liabilities
5,948,258
5,653,604
The components having the greatest
NET ASSETS
net impact are the following:
NET ASSETS
Unrestricted
665,852
537,814
Unrestricted
665,852
537,814
1. Notes Receivable, the amounts
loaned to parishes for their capital
Total liabilities
and
net assets
$6,614,110
6,614,110$
$6,191,418
6,191,418
Total liabilities
and net
assets
$
improvement projects decreased by
$215,511.  The year began with six parishes having outstanding loans totaling
$581,410 down to three parishes with
EXPANSION
FUND OF THE
DIOCESE
BISMARCK
outstanding loans of $365,899.   The
EXPANSION
FUND
OF THE OF
DIOCESE
OF BISMARCK
BISMARCK,
NORTH
DAKOTA
Fund has experienced positive and
BISMARCK, NORTH DAKOTA
strong repayment by those parishes
StatementsStatements
of Activities
of Activities
with outstanding loans.
2. Investments increased by $621,158
For the Years
June
30, 2011
and
For Ended
the Years
Ended
June
30,2010
2011 and 2010
due partially to a net increase in parish
deposits (Notes Payable) of $299,027
and to positive investment manage2011
2010
2011
2010
ment performance.  Because these funds
SUPPORT AND
REVENUE
SUPPORT
AND
REVENUE
represent parish excess operating cash,
Investment and
interest income
$
321,007
$
266,065
Investment
and interest income
$
321,007
$
266,065
safety of principal is important, thereRealized andRealized
unrealized
gain
(loss)
on
investments
(15,515)
261,563
and
unrealized
gain
(loss)
on
investments
(15,515)
261,563
fore the funds are invested primarily Total support and revenue
305,492
527,628
Total
support
and
revenue
305,492
527,628
in fixed securities.  The Total Account
Performance Return for the twelveEXPENSES
EXPENSES
month period ending June 30, 2011,Interest
was expense
119,769
Interest expense
119,769 136,606
136,606
5.13%.  At June 30, 2011, parishes rediOther
57,685
56,206
Other
57,685
56,206
rected approximately $440,000 of their Total expenses
177,454
192,812
Total expenses
177,454
192,812
The
accompanying
notes
are
an
integral
part
of
these
financial
statements
The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements
excess operating cash back to their local
IN
NET ASSETS
128,038
communities by investing in CD’sINCREASE
at the
INCREASE
IN NET ASSETS
128,038 334,816
334,816
-2- -2local banks.
NET ASSETS,
BEGINNING
OF YEAR OF YEAR
537,814
3. Notes Payable represents theUNRESTRICTED
UNRESTRICTED
NET
ASSETS, BEGINNING
537,814 202,998
202,998
amount parishes have on deposit with
UNRESTRICTED
NET ASSETS,
END
OF YEAR
$
665,852
$
537,814
the Fund.  Cash flows of approximately
UNRESTRICTED
NET
ASSETS,
END OF YEAR
$
665,852
$
537,814
$1.2 million in new parish deposits
and $0.9 million in parish withdrawals
reveal the extremely active use of the
Expansion Fund by parishes for their
cash management.

Diocese of Bismarck

Expansion Fund
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Diocese of Bismarck

General Fund
The following comments highlight the financial statements of the Diocese
of Bismarck Corporation (DOB General Fund). The DOB General Fund
conducts the primary operations for the diocese. The audited financial
statements for the DOB General Fund have been reviewed and approved by
the Diocesan Finance Council.
Statements of Financial Position
Net assets of the DOB General Fund at the end of the fiscal year 2011
were $17,076,737, up $1,953,213 from the prior year.  The most substantial change was an increase in Investment Value of $2,309,370 due
to positive investment performance.  There were no other significant
changes in Assets and Liabilities during this fiscal year.

requirements has shown the necessity to increase our investment base to
the extent that the diocese’s reserves are on a sound foundation.
During the past year the diocese hired its first Planned Giving Director.  This individual will work with parishes and schools, in addition to
the diocese, to assist donors in wisely planning their gifts.  The investments are managed by a professional institutional investment firm and
carefully monitored by the Diocesan Investment Committee.  
DIOCESE OF BISMARCK
DIOCESE OF BISMARCK
BISMARCK, NORTH DAKOTABISMARCK, NORTH DAKOTA
Statements of Activities

Statements of Activities

For the Year Ended June 30, 2011
For the Year Ended June 30, 2011

Statements of Activities

For the Year Ended June 30, 2011

Statements of Activities
2011
Temporarily
Total revenues for 2011 were $5,738,090, an increase of $726,808 from
Unrestricted
Restricted
2010.   Several components contributed to this net positive change.
SUPPORT AND REVENUE
SUPPORT AND REVENUE
Contributions and bequests - God's Share
$
2,986,234
Contributions and bequests
- God's Share$
1. God’s Share Appeal and Investment Income increased by $421,083
Contributions and bequests - other Contributions and bequests 269,596
- other
and $696,964, respectively from the prior year. There were also additionContributions from Provision for the Future
Contributions from Provision459,371
for the Future
Grant
income
209,628
Grant income
al increases in the distributions from the Provision for the Future
Fund,
Centennial Celebration
6,620
Centennial Celebration
the Annuity Reserve Fund, and some small one time contributions
torights
the lease and royalty revenue
Mineral
50,257
Mineral rights lease and royalty
revenue
Investment income
253,448
Investment income
General Fund of $344,249.
Realized and unrealized gain on investments
1,321,162
Realized and unrealized gain
on investments
2. Oil Lease and Centennial Celebration Income decreased, $498,845
Rent and other revenue
40,679
Rent and other revenue
on sale of fixed assets
(475)
Loss on sale of fixed assets
and $151,550 respectively, from the prior year because 2010 sawLoss
some
Insurance
141,570
Insurance
one time mineral leasing activity and the Centennial Celebration
Netwas
assets released from restriction: Net assets released from restriction:
completed in 2010.  
Satisfaction of donor restrictions
6,620
(6,620)
Satisfaction of donor restrictions
3. The Gain on Sale of fixed assets included the sale of a small parcel
Total support and revenue
5,738,090
Total support and revenue
of land near Bismarck in 2010, a decrease from the prior year of $80,045.
EXPENSES
Total Expenses for 2011 were $3,784,878, a slight increase ofEXPENSES
$86,291
Program services
Program services
from 2010.  The additional Schedule of Functional Expenses itemizes
Pastoral
1,007,348
Pastoral
721,867
the comparative detail of the principal programs administered byReligious
the personnel development Religious personnel development
Religious personnel services
444,543
Religious personnel services
diocese.
Education
497,118
Education
Social services
Program administration:
Funds released to programs
positive.   TheTotal
Netprogram services

114,679
Social services
Program administration:
158,935
Funds released to programs
2,944,490
Total program services

2011
Temporarily
Restricted

Total
Unrestricted
2,986,234 $
$ $ 2,986,234
269,596
269,596
459,371
459,371
209,628
209,628
6,620
50,257
50,257
253,448
253,448
1,321,162
1,321,162
40,679
40,679
(475)
(475)
141,570
141,570
6,620

-

-

June 30, 2011 and 2010
June 30, 2011 and 2010

Cash and cash equivalents
Accounts/pledges receivable, net of allowance
for doubtful accounts
Interest receivable
Due from related parties
Prepaid expenses
Investments
Mutual investment
Land, buildings and equipment, net
of accumulated depreciation

2011

Total assets

$

111,171
733,397
64,215
100,000
77,801
13,672,494
271,089

-

1,007,348
1,007,348
721,867
721,867
444,543
444,543
497,118
497,118
114,679
114,679

-

$

19,207,891

$

899,586
447,079
656,396
128,093
2,131,154

NET ASSETS
Unrestricted
Undesignated
Designated
Total unrestricted net assets
Total liabilities and net assets

$

-

2010
2010
Temporarily
Temporarily
The accompanying notes are anThe
integral
part of these
financial
accompanying
notes
are
anstatements.
integralUnrestricted
part ofTotal
these financial
stateme
Unrestricted
Restricted
Restricted
SUPPORT AND REVENUE
SUPPORT AND REVENUE
- 3bequests
- $ 2,565,151
Contributions and bequests - God's Share
Contributions and
- God's Share
$
2,565,151 $
- 3- -$ $2,565,151
Contributions and bequests - other Contributions and bequests146,235
- other
146,235
146,235
Contributions from Provision for the Future
Contributions from Provision
328,111
for the Future
328,111
328,111
Grant income
Grant income
120,000
120,000
120,000
2010
Centennial Celebration
Centennial Celebration
151,550
151,550
151,550
Mineral rights lease and royalty revenue
Mineral rights lease and royalty
549,102
revenue
549,102
549,102
Investment income
Investment income
216,410
216,410
216,410
$ and 313,250
Realized
unrealized gain on investments
Realized and unrealized gain
661,236
on investments
661,236
661,236
Rent and other revenue
Rent and other revenue
53,161
53,161
53,161
Gain on sale of
fixed assets
Gain on sale of fixed assets 79,570
79,570
79,570
854,750
Insurance
Insurance
140,756
140,756
140,756
47,977
Net assets released
from
restriction:
Net
assets
released
from
restriction:
100,000
Satisfaction of
donor restrictions
Satisfaction of donor restrictions
286,988
(286,988)
286,988
(286,988)
34,308

11,363,124

Total support
and revenue
226,709

Total support and revenue
5,146,720

(135,438)

EXPENSES
Program services
Program services
Pastoral
Pastoral
978,537
$ 17,060,335
Religious
personnel development Religious personnel development
746,915
Religious personnel services
Religious personnel services
411,188
Education
Education
422,901
Social services
Social services
104,242
Centennial Celebration
Centennial Celebration 210,701
Program
administration:
Program administration:
$
705,661
Funds released to programs
Funds released to programs
38,032
447,802
Total program services
Total program services
2,912,516

$5,146,720
5,011,282

(135,438)

4,177,724 EXPENSES 4,120,217

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
LIABILITIES
Accounts payable and accrued expenses
Insurance premium payable
Annuities payable
Funds held for others
Total liabilities

(6,620)

For the Year Ended June 30, 2010

Statements
of Financial
Financial Position
Position
Statements of

ASSETS

6,620
-

5,738,090
5,738,090

In summary
158,935
158,935
2,944,490
2,944,490
Financial results for Fiscal Year 2011 were generally
Assets increased by approximately $1.95 million.  This was primarily
Supporting services:
Supporting services:
General
administration
840,388
General administration 840,388
840,388
due to the continued efforts in keeping our costs down, unrealized
gains
in the investment portfolio and God’s Share.  God’s Share is the annual
Total expenses
3,784,878
3,784,878
Total expenses
3,784,878
Bishop’s appeal and is the primary source of support for diocesan activiINCREASE IN NET ASSETS
1,953,213
1,953,213
INCREASE IN NET ASSETS
1,953,213
ties.  With the continued generosity of our parishioners, 2011 saw efforts
NET ASSETS, BEGINNING OF YEAR
15,123,524
15,123,524
NET ASSETS, BEGINNING
OF YEAR
15,123,524
for God’s Share reach the budgeted goal.   The remaining budgeted
sources of revenue include available distributions from the Provision
for END OF YEAR
NET ASSETS,
$ YEAR
17,076,737 DIOCESE
$
17,076,737
OF OF
BISMARCK
OF -BISMARCK
NETDIOCESE
ASSETS, END
$ $17,076,737
BISMARCK, NORTH DAKOTA
BISMARCK, NORTH DAKOTA
the Future Fund (more about the PFTF later), grants, general contributions, insurance offsets for the insurance program, and in some years,
Statements of Activities
Statements of Activities
mineral lease activity.   The market volatility in recent years, along with
For the Year Ended June 30, For
2010
the Year Ended June 30, 2010
the realization that God’s Share cannot continue to match the budget
Statements
of Activities
DIOCESE OF BISMARCK
BISMARCK, NORTH DAKOTA

-

672,620
110,728
Supporting services:
1,936,811

General administration
Total expenses

Supporting services:
General administration
Total expenses

-

978,537
978,537
746,915
746,915
411,188
411,188
422,901
422,901
104,242
104,242
210,701
210,701

-

-

38,032
38,032
2,912,516
2,912,516

-

786,071

-

786,071
786,071

-

3,698,587

-

3,698,587
3,698,587

-

8,929,050 INCREASE (DECREASE)
7,003,234 IN NET ASSETS
INCREASE (DECREASE) IN
1,448,133
NET ASSETS
8,147,687
8,120,290
BEGINNING OF YEAR
NET ASSETS, BEGINNING
13,675,391
OF YEAR
17,076,737 NET ASSETS,
15,123,524
$

END OF YEAR
19,207,891 NET ASSETS,
$ 17,060,335

NET ASSETS, END OF
$ YEAR
15,123,524

$

(135,438)

1,448,133
1,312,695

(135,438)

135,438

13,675,391
13,810,829

135,438

- $

15,123,524
$ 15,123,524 $

-

The accompanying notes are an
The
integral
accompanying
part of these
notes
financial
are an statements.
integral part of these financial stateme
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What Next?

DIOCESE OF BISMARCK
BISMARCK, NORHT DAKOTA
Schedule
of Functional
Expenses
Schedule
of Functional
Expenses

For
Years
Ended
June
2011
For
thethe
Years
Ended
June
30,30,
2011
and and
20102010
2011

Pastoral:
Bishop's office
Bishop's contingency
Canonical services
Stewardship office
Office of liturgy
East African Mission
Planned giving office
Communications office
Dakota Catholic Action
North Dakota Catholic Conference
North Dakota Conference of Churches
National Catholic Conference of Bishops
Search for Catholic Ministry
Catholic Home Missions Appeal
Holy Father missions
Pontifical North America
Pastoral Planning
Catholic Communication Campaign

$

Total pastoral
Religious personnel development:
Seminarian education & formation
Vocation office
Diaconate formation
Continuing education of priests
Vicar General/Vicar Presbyters
Total religious personnel development
Religious personnel services:
Retired priests' expense
Other priests' care needs
Emmaus Place
Presbyteral council
Priest personnel board
Total religious personnel services

2010

146,667
14,083
214,229
166,008
14,273
96,516
101,828
28,212
40,660
79,203
6,200
12,956
31,856
17,000
5,600
30,457
1,600

$

135,764
15,780
230,244
155,823
12,804
105,267
67,515
29,003
58,632
60,477
6,200
13,257
27,945
17,000
5,600
5,000
30,626
1,600

$

1,007,348

$

978,537

$

477,405
65,716
128,429
43,580
6,737

$

500,494
65,490
132,930
40,239
7,762

$

721,867

$

746,915

$

78,177
292,190
72,008
2,010
158

$

92,616
234,717
78,126
5,556
173

$

444,543

$

411,188

DIOCESE OF BISMARCK
BISMARCK, NORTH DAKOTA

Schedule
of Functional
Expenses
- Continued
Schedule
of Functional
Expenses
- Continued
For the Years Ended June 30, 2011 and 2010

For the Years Ended June 30, 2011 and 2010
- 22 Education:
Aid to schools
Catholic schools and educational endowment
Faith formation
Fort Yates Indian Mission
Other education
Catholic University
Holy See
Youth Correctional Center
Youth ministry
Tuition assistance - educators
Total education
Social services:
Office of Family Life
Catholic Relief Services
Respect life program
Church in Latin America
Total social services
General administration:
Chancery
Property management
Depreciation
Fiscal
Professional fees
Personnel administration
Insurance program
Archives
Total general administration

2011

2010

$

227,102
48,950
85,732
38,703
25,705
1,000
12,500
4,922
48,104
4,400

$

197,350
81,684
37,983
39,518
1,000
12,500
5,074
43,692
4,100

$

497,118

$

422,901

$

87,877
7,000
14,802
5,000

$

80,317
8,000
10,925
5,000

$

114,679

$

104,242

$

177,851
200,395
73,713
111,558
109,647
27,743
131,265
8,216

$

167,215
176,769
69,895
111,571
94,992
29,372
128,648
7,609

840,388

$

$

786,071

Protecting Our Children

The Diocese of Bismarck is firmly committed to the health and protection of our children, young people and
vulnerable adults. With the hope of healing the pain and suffering from sexual abuse in the Catholic Church,
we encourage anyone who has suffered from this abuse to please come forward and let us know. To report
allegations of sexual abuse, please contact: Deacon Joel Melarvie, Chancellor, Diocese of Bismarck, PO Box
1575, Bismarck, ND 58502-1575. Phone: 701.223.1347 or 1.877.405.7435.
- 23the
- diocesan web site at: http://www.bismarckdiocese.com/
The complaint form and policies can be found on
uploads/resources/530/complaint-form-of-sexual-abuse.pdf.

Code of Pastoral Conduct

The Catholic Church must be exemplary: Clergy, staff, whether diocesan or parish, and volunteers are
held accountable for their behavior. To enable the highest level of accountability, there must be a clear and
unambiguous definition of appropriate behavior. To this end, this Code of Pastoral Conduct is defined for the
Diocese of Bismarck and it provides a foundation for implementing effective and enforceable standards for all
personnel. View the Code of Pastoral Conduct at http://www.bismarckdiocese.com/uploads/resources/506/
code-of-pastoral-conduct-diocese-of-bismarck.pdf.

Ag
Attitudes
James Odermann

The weather this winter is so different from
the last two. There is trepidation in my mind as
I recall mild winters from the past and lack of
moisture in the subsequent growing seasons.
Will it snow? Will it rain? Will there be enough
grass for livestock? Will the crops be able to
germinate and grow to maturity? Will 2012
be like 2008? Will prices producers receive for
commodities continue?
It is easy to be overwhelmed with negative
feelings and thoughts, especially when one
considers the lessons of faith needed within
production agriculture. There is no limit to the
challenges.
Preparation work for the 2012 growing season is well underway. Seed is being cleaned or is
already cleaned ready for the weather to break.
A new generation of livestock is appearing
around the farmsteads of the Bismarck Diocese.
But, what next? After three good growing
years, is it reasonable to expect a fourth? What
is in store?
Life is not a series of entitlements. Life is a
series of forks in the road where decisions need
to be made. The details of the various scenarios
may differ from time to time, but the decisions
that I face are decisions of conscious choice.
The first and most obvious choice is committing to God, to follow the example of Jesus
in my life, to use the grace of the Holy Spirit to
do things that make a difference in the world.
This is a choice, to hear, see and act in a manner
that creates positive outcomes for the world.

“

I need to make
the conscious
choice to

ask God
for help.

Jesus didn’t look to change the world by
standing at a podium, pounding his fist and
raising his voice. Rather, Jesus established a
blueprint of patience, love and understanding.
Jesus listened. Jesus loved. Jesus followed God’s
will.
In the same way, I am challenged to find the
way to welcome God’s word and way into my
life. It means choosing to see good in the world
and to act in a manner to encourage more
good. It may mean standing alone for the principles of Jesus. It means an active prayer life.
In the sacrament of baptism (and subsequent
sacraments), God, through his son Jesus and
the Holy Spirit, has told me he wants to be my
partner. God wants to help where, when and
how.
I need to make the conscious choice to ask
God for help. I need to welcome God’s grace,
the fundamental juice of salvation. I need to
make the conscious choice to listen and react to
God’s love, which is infinitely apparent in the
world. Care to join me?
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The following comments
highlight the financial statements, for 2011 only, for
the Provision for the Future
(PFTF). PFTF is managed as
a separate corporation under
the direction of an independent
Board of Trustees charged with
the responsibility of ensuring
PFTF functions in a professional and prudent manner.
The Provision for the Future Corporation (PFTF) was
established in January 2004
for the purpose of receiving
and administering funds to
be used for specific restricted
purposes.  The following are
the three primary funds:
1. Seminarian Scholarship
Fund – consists of contributions solely for the use of
seminarian education through
semiannual distributions
to the DOB General Fund.  
These distributions contribute
toward approximately one
third the costs of educating
seminarians for the Diocese of
Bismarck.   In 2011, $214,156
was distributed from the
Seminarian Scholarship fund
to the General Fund to offset
seminarian education and
vocation office expenses of
$543,121.  In the recent past,
the PFTF Seminarian Scholarship fund distribution was
able to provide up to 60% of
the annual budgeted costs
for seminarian education
and Vocations Office.  This
has dropped to 39% due to
higher costs of educating our
seminarians and of course the
increase in numbers of men in
seminary.
2. Priests’ Care Fund - consists of contributions solely
for the use of priest care, also
through semiannual distributions.  The distributions to the
DOB General Funds help with
all the needs of our retired
priests and any expenses associated with the active priests
not covered by parishes.  The
Priests’ Care Fund was able to
provide a full planned distribution of $92,622 to the General Fund towards the care of
our clergy.
3. Catholic Schools and
Education Endowment Fund
– an annual distribution each
year is paid directly to Catholic educational needs through
an annual grant program.  
The PFTF Catholic School
and Education Fund distributed $48,950 in 2011.  This is
a partial distribution, (50%
of planned distributions).  
Distributions were limited by
available net earnings due to
prior years’ negative investment earnings.  Note:  For
the current, and next fiscal
years (2011–12 & 2012-13),
this fund has recovered available net earnings to do full
planned distributions.
Distributions from each of
the above funds with PFTF
are dependent upon available
unrestricted funds (investment earnings).
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Provision for the Future
PROVISION FOR THE FUTURE
BISMARCK, NORTH DAKOTA

Statement of Financial Position

Statement of Financial Position
June 30, 2011

June 30, 2011

Catholic School
and Education
Endowment Fund

Clearing
Account
ASSETS
Cash and cash equivalents
Accounts/pledges receivable, net of allowance
for doubtful accounts
Interest receivable
Annuity Receivable
Investments

$

4,947

$

-

-

Total assets
LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
LIABILITIES
Accounts payable and accrued expenses
Funds held for others
Total liabilities

Priests'
Care Fund

$

Elmer
Rapp Fund

-

2,188
9,845
2,168,833

2,146
9,990
2,152,115
$ 2,164,251

$

$

4,947

$

2,180,866

$

4,947
4,947

$

-

-

$

-

Seminarian
Scholarship

$

-

Brady
Trust Fund

Kuhn
Trust Fund

East Africa
Mission

Hacker
Trust Fund

Catholic
Relief Fund

$

$

$

$

$

-

2
52,484

2,072
27,167
201,865
4,738,262

$

52,486

$ 4,969,366

$

19,000

$

52,486
52,486

$

$

-

-

19,000

-

-

-

466
127,623

5,542
553,900

$

128,089

$ 559,442

$

81,511

$

-

$

$

-

-

81,511

Total

-

$

4,947

622
134,775

6,406
53,634
201,865
10,028,503

$

135,397

$ 10,295,355

$

-

$

4,947
52,486
57,433

NET ASSETS
Temporarily restricted
Catholic School and Education Endowment Fund
Priests' Care Fund
Seminarian Scholarship
Brady Trust Fund
Kuhn Trust Fund
East Africa Mission
Hacker Trust Fund
Catholic Relief Fund
Total temporarily restricted

-

383,608
383,608

397,087
397,087

-

3,236,569
3,236,569

19,000
19,000

128,089
128,089

559,442
559,442

81,511
81,511

135,397
135,397

383,608
397,087
3,236,569
19,000
128,089
559,442
81,511
135,397
4,940,703

Permanently restricted
Catholic School and Education Endowment Fund
Priests' Care Fund
Seminarian Scholarship
Total permanently restricted

-

1,797,258
1,797,258

1,767,164
1,767,164

-

1,732,797
1,732,797

-

-

-

-

-

1,797,258
1,767,164
1,732,797
5,297,219

-

2,180,866

2,164,251

-

4,969,366

19,000

128,089

559,442

81,511

135,397

10,237,922

2,180,866

$ 2,164,251

52,486

$ 4,969,366

128,089

$ 559,442

135,397

$ 10,295,355

Total net assets
Total liabilities and net assets

$

4,947

$

$

$

19,000

$

$

81,511

$

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.
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BISMARCK, NORTH DAKOTA

Statement of Activities

Statement of Activities

For
Year
Ended
JuneJune
30, 2011
Forthe
the
Year
Ended
30, 2011
Catholic School and Education Endowment Fund
Temporarily
Permanently
Restricted
Restricted
Unrestricted
SUPPORT AND REVENUE
Contributions and bequests
Other contributions
Investment and interest income
Realized and unrealized gain
(loss) on investments
Funds released from restrictions

$

-

$

56,479

$

Priests' Care Fund
Seminarian Scholarship
Temporarily Permanently
Temporarily Permanently
Unrestricted Restricted
Restricted Unrestricted Restricted
Restricted

-

$

-

$

59,366

$

-

$

-

$

265,351
137,851

$

-

69,186

347,339
(69,186)

-

113,127

346,277
(113,127)

-

258,948

686,227
(258,948)

-

69,186

334,632

-

113,127

292,516

-

258,948

830,481

-

20,236
48,950

-

-

20,505
92,622

-

-

44,792
214,156

-

-

69,186

-

-

113,127

-

-

258,948

-

-

(DECREASE) INCREASE IN NET ASSETS

-

334,632

-

-

292,516

-

-

830,481

-

NET ASSETS, BEGINNING OF YEAR

-

48,976

1,797,258

-

104,571

1,767,164

-

2,406,088

1,732,797

Total support and revenue
EXPENSES
Provision for doubtful accounts
Administrative expenses
Funds released to programs
Total expenses

NET ASSETS, END OF YEAR
Unresticted

$

-

$

-

$

-

$

-

$

-

$

-

$

-

$

-

$

-

Temporarily restricted

$

-

$

383,608

$

-

$

-

$ 397,087

$

-

$

-

$ 3,236,569

$

-

Permanently restricted

$

-

$

-

$

1,797,258

$

-

$

$ 1,767,164

$

-

$

$ 1,732,797

-

-

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.
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PROVISION FOR THE FUTURE
BISMARCK, NORTH DAKOTA
Statement
of of
Activities
(Continued)
Statement
Activities
(Continued)

For the
theYear
YearEnded
Ended
June
For
June
30, 30,
20112011
Brady Trust Fund
Kuhn Trust Fund
East Africa Mission
Hacker Trust Fund
Catholic Relief Fund
Temporarily
Temporarily
Temporarily
Temporarily
Temporarily
Unrestricted Restricted Unrestricted Restricted Unrestricted Restricted Unrestricted Restricted Unrestricted Restricted
SUPPORT AND REVENUE
Contributions and bequests
Other contributions
Investment and interest income
Realized and unrealized gain
(loss) on investments
Funds released from restrictions

$

-

$

-

$

-

$

3,664

$

-

$

93,850
23,740

$

-

$

1,759

$

-

$

5,247

Total

$ 359,201
288,106

-

-

3,986

47
(3,986)

102,703

(2,571)
(102,703)

1,159

13,504
(1,159)

8,938

1,373
(8,938)

1,392,196
-

-

-

3,986

(275)

102,703

12,316

1,159

14,104

8,938

(2,318)

2,039,503

-

-

1,048
2,938

-

6,060
96,643

-

1,159

-

1,938
7,000

-

94,579
463,468

-

-

3,986

-

102,703

-

1,159

-

8,938

-

558,047

(DECREASE) INCREASE IN NET ASSETS

-

-

-

-

12,316

-

14,104

-

NET ASSETS, BEGINNING OF YEAR

-

19,000

-

-

547,126

-

67,407

-

Total support and revenue
EXPENSES
Provision for doubtful accounts
Administrative expenses
Funds released to programs
Total expenses

NET ASSETS, END OF YEAR
Unrestricted

(275)
128,364

(2,318)

1,481,456

137,715

$

-

$

-

$

-

$

-

$

-

$

-

$

-

$

-

$

-

$

Temporarily restricted

$

-

$

19,000

$

-

$ 128,089

$

-

$ 559,442

$

-

$

81,511

$

-

$ 135,397

$ 4,940,703

Permanently restricted

$

-

$

-

$

-

$

$

-

$

$

-

$

-

$

-

$

$ 5,297,219

-

-

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.
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-

8,756,466

-

$

-
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Calendar of Events

UPCOMING EVENTS

Cursillo Weekend – Men’s Weekend: Mar.
1-4; Women’s Weekend: Mar. 15-18: Both
weekends will be at Trinity High School, Dickinson. Cursillo is a short course in Christian
Living. It gives you time to stop and think
about your life and your relationship with God.
For more information please contact: Earl:
290-9817 or Kristi: 483-4986.

“The Psalms: Jesus’ Prayer Book”
– March 3, 2012, 9:30 a.m. to noon,
(MT). Learn about the history of the Psalms,
and how they were the prayer of Jesus and
his ancestors. The Psalms can continue
to nourish our own prayer today. Presenter:
Sr. Phoebe Schwartze, OSB, at Sacred Heart
Monastery, one mile west of Richardton, ND.
To register call 701-974-2121. Suggested
donation $20 plus $8 for lunch.

“The Mystery of the Cross” – March
10, 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Church of
Queen of the Most Holy Rosary, Stanley.
This women’s retreat will feature Fr. James
Shea, University of Mary President as retreat
master. The day will include Mass, music,
food and a question and answer period. The
cost is $20 which includes morning treats
and lunch. For more information or to register
please call: Elonda: 629-1788, Claudia: 6282342, Betty: 628-3187 or Alice: 628-2609.
Registration deadline is March 1.

Lenten Soup and Sandwich Supper
– March 16, 5:00p.m.-6:45 p.m.,
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, Bismarck.
A free-will offering fundraiser to benefit
Cathedral’s Youth Ministry.

“Walking with Jesus on the Way of the
Cross” – March 16, 7:00 p.m.,
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, Bismarck.
A Lenten evening of reflection featuring
Sacred Scripture, Sacred Music, Sacred Art,
and Prayer

Institute for Stewardship Formation
workshop – March 23 - St. John the
Apostle, Minot. For all interested pastors and staff. The topic will be conversion.
The Institute workshop will provide personal
testimonies to inspire attendees to live out
the stewardship way of life. There is no cost
to attend. For more details, please contact
St. John Church, 1-701-839-7076 or email
stjohnchurch@srt.com

Vocation Discernment Retreat – March
17 or April 14, 2012, 11:00 a.m. to
8:00 p.m. These one-day retreats will
allow women to spend time with the sisters
in prayer, reflection, directed reading and

sharing. No charge. Meals are included. For
more information or to preregister, please
contact Sr. Gerard Wald: 701-355-8909;
gerwald@umary.edu or Sr. Hannah Vanorny:
701-355-8374; hmvanorny@umary.edu

“We Are Made in God’s Image and
Likeness” - March 23-24, Fri: 6:30 p.m.
- 8:30 p.m.; Sat. 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
– Church of St. Mary, Bismarck. Fr. Charlie Heidt will lead a lenten reflection on “We
Are Made in God’s Image and Likeness” and
how this impacts our lives as 21st century
Catholic Christians. Enrich your Lenten journey by joining us for a time of reflection and
fellowship with other Catholic pilgrims. Free
will offering will be taken. For more information contact Steve Braus, 223-5562,
steve@stmarysparishfamily.net .

Vocation Weekend at Annunciation
Monastery - Mark your calendar! March
24-25, 2012. The Benedictine Sisters of
Annunciation Monastery, Bismarck, welcome
single women who feel God tugging at their
hearts to experience a weekend of Benedictine, monastic life. Enjoy this opportunity to
spend 24-hours at Annunciation Monastery,
join the sisters in prayer, sharing and meals
while reflecting on God’s call in your life.
Maybe God is calling you to become a Sister
of Annunciation Monastery! There is no
charge to attend. Preregistration is required.
For more information, please contact Sister
Gerard Wald at 701-255-1520 or e-mail:
vocations@annunciationmonastery.org

The Sunday MasS

Televised each Sunday on KNDX FOX 26:
10:00 a.m. & 11:35 p.m., and on ABC Family:
5:30 a.m. Paid for in part by your generous
donations to the annual God’s Share Appeal.
Mar 4: 2nd Sunday of Lent
Mar 11: 3rd Sunday of Lent
Mar 18: 4th Sunday of Lent
Mar 25: 5th Sunday of Lent

Scripture Readings

Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar

1:
2:
3:
4:

Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25/Mt 1:1
Ez 18:21-28/Mt 5:20-26
Dt 26:16-19/Mt 5:43-48
Gn 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18/
Rom 8:31b-34/Mk 9:2-10
Mar 5: Dn 9:4b-10/Lk 6:36-38
Mar 6: Is 1:10, 16-20/Mt 23:1-12
Mar 7: Jer 18:18-20/Mt 20:17-28
Mar 8: Jer 17:5-10/Lk 16:19-31
Mar 9: Gn 37:3-4. 12-13a, 17b-28a/
Mt 21:33-43, 45-46
Mar 10: Mt 7:14-15. 18-20/Lk 15:1-3, 11-32
Mar 11: Ex 20:1-17/1 Cor 1:22-25/
Jn 2:13-25
Mar 12: 2 Kgs 5:1-15ab/Lk 4:24-30

Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar

13:
14:
15:
16:
17:
18:

Mar 19:

Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar

20:
21:
22
23:
24:
25:

Mar 26:
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar

27:
28:
29:
30:
31:

Dn 3:25, 34-43/Mt 18:21-35
Dt 4:1, 5-9/Mt 5:17-19
Jer 7:23-28/Lk 11:14-23
Hos 14:2-10/Mk 12:28-34
Hos 6:1-6/Lk 18:9-14
2 Chr 36:14-16, 19-23/Eph 2:4-10/
Jn 3:14-21
2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16/
Rom 4:13, 16-18, 22/
Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a
Ez 47:1-9, 12/Jn 5:1-16
Is 49:8-15/Jn 5:17-30
Ex 32:7-14/Jn 5”31-47
Wis 2:1a, 12-22/Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30
Jer 11:18-20/Jn 7:40-53
Jer 31: 31-34/Heb 5:7-9/
Jn 12:20-33
Is 7:10-14, 8:10/Heb 10:4-10/
Lk 1:26-38
Nm 21:4-9/Jn 8:21-30
dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95/Jn 8:31-42
Gn 17:3-9/Jn 8:51-59
Jer 20:10-13/Jn 10:31-42
Ez 37:21-28/Jn 11:45-56

Pray for the Priests,
Religious and
Deacons serving
our diocese
An invitation from the Serra Clubs of
the diocese:

Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar

1:
2:
3:
4:
5:
6:
7:
8:
9:
10:
11:
12:
13:
14:
15:
16:
17:
18:
19:
20:
21:
22:
23:
24:
25:
26:
27:
28:
29:
30:
31:

Rev. Denis Fournier, OSB
Deacon Ronald Hogan
Rev. Thomas Wordekemper, OSB
Sr. Rosanne Zastoupil, OSB
Bro. Samuel Larson, SDS
Bro. George Maufort, SDS
Rev. Chad Gion
Deacon Ray Jilek
Sr. Faith Wanner, SSND
Abbot Brian Wangler, OSB
Sr. Kathryn Zimmer, OSB
Bro. Basil Kirsch, OSB
Sr. Kathleen Atkinson, OSB
Rev. Brian Gross
Rev. Fred Harvey
Deacon Ward Johnson
Rev. Sebastian Schmidt, OSB
Rev. John Guthrie
Sr. Carol Axtman, OSB
Rev. Charles Heidt
Deacon Wayne Jundt
Bro. John Patrick Arnett, OSB
Sr. Leona Baumstarck, OSB
Rev. Christopher Kadrmas
Deacon Ron Keller
Sr. Renee Branigan, OSB
Rev. Joseph John Kandathiparambil
Deacon Kenneth Klein
Rev. Basil Atwell, OSB
Sr. Melissa Cote, OSB
Rev. Jerome Kautzman

PLEASE REMEMBER
OUR DECEASED CLERGY
on the anniversary
OF THEIR DEATH
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar

1:
3:
4:
5:
5:
6:
8:
9:

Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar

9:
10:
10:
11:
12:
14:
15:
16:
19:
21:

Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar

22:
22:
24:
26:
26:
27:
29:
30:
31:

Rev. Joseph Maichler, C.PP.S. - 1967
Rev. J. G. Sailer - 1946
Rev. Gottfried Kirchbickler - 1976
Rev. Henry Copini - 1957
Msgr. Bede Dahmus - 1994
Rev. Frederic Mundt, OSB - 1967
Rev. Bernard Fritz, OSB - 1960
Rev. Raymond Guillozet, C.PP.S.
- 1996
Rev. Virgil Niesslein, OSB - 1942
Philip Bahner, OSB - 1957
Msgr. Herman J. Mandry - 1979
Rev. James Reardon - 2007
Rev. Stephen Kralich - 1971
Rev. John A. Slag - 1933
Rev. John H. Kuhn - 2006
Rev. George Keim, OSB - 1934
Rev. C. M. Turcotte - 1932
Rev. Stephen Weigand, C.PP.S.
- 1933
Rev. Paul Denzel, C.PP.S. - 1956
Rev. Anselm Kaelin, OSB - 1925
Rev. Mark Renner, OSB - 1995
Rev. Robert Williams - 1998
Rev. Robert Wuest, C.PP.S. - 1988
Rev. William Fahnlander - 2001
Deacon Martin Knopik - 2011
Rev. Joseph Biegler, C.PP.S. - 1983
Rev. Thomas Rabsteineck

CALENDAR
SUBMISSIONS

DEADLINE: The Dakota Catholic Action is
published monthly except for July. Material
deadline is noon the first Friday of the month
for the following months’ publication (ex: first
Friday in January for the February issue of
the DCA). Recurring or ongoing events must
be submitted each time they occur to be
included.
ACCEPTED MATERIAL: Brief notices of
upcoming events hosted by diocesan parishes
and institutions. Items are published on a
space available basis.
SUBMITTED ITEMS MUST INCLUDE:
For consideration each event must be listed
individually and include:
*Time and date of event
*Full event description including related times
*Complete address of event venue
*Contact information of individual responsible
for submitted material
E-mail: jlongtin@bismarckdiocese.com
Mail: DCA Calendar, PO Box 1137,
Bismarck ND 58502-1137

NFP Quick Reference Guide ~ Diocese of Bismarck
“I knew my husband loved me, but NFP helped me realize how much he cherishes me!”
For more information contact Amanda Ellerkamp, NFP Coordinator at 701-590-2837, aellerkamp@bismarckdiocese.com

Some Practical Benefits of
Natural Family Planning
(From “God’s Plan for a Joy Filled Marriage”)

The following are true of all modern NFP methods
offered through the diocese:
• NFP is safe and has been clinically proven to be 98-99%
effective at avoiding pregnancy when used properly.  It is
also very effective in helping couples achieve pregnancy.
• Modern methods of NFP are not to be confused with
the older “rhythm method.” This method was less
effective because it depended upon the regularity of a
woman’s cycle.

OVULATION (Mucus-only) Methods:

SYMPTO-THERMAL Methods, cont.:

Jana Heen
Creighton Model Fertility Care System, Bismarck
701-222-3035, ext.126
jheen@bismarckdiocese.com

Scott & Jen Johannsen
Couple to Couple League, Minot
701-837-9768
johan@srt.com

Tara Rohrich
Creighton Model Fertility Care System, Bismarck
701-222-3035, ext.126
taramrohrich@yahoo.com
Kelli Schneider
Creighton Model Fertility Care System, Bismarck
701-222-3035, ext. 126
kschneider@bis.midco.net
Sandy Tibor
Creighton Model Fertility Care System, Dickinson
701-590-0425
santibor@yahoo.com

• NFP is in no way contraceptive. It does not work against
God’s creative design for sexual intercourse, but works in
complete accord with it.

SYMPTO-THERMAL Methods:

• Surveys indicate that couples who practice NFP have
a practically non-existent divorce rate. Why?  Because
NFP fosters authentic marital love, respect, honesty,  
and communication.  It promotes an authentic marital
spirituality and deepens the couple’s relationship with
Christ and his Church. NFP is marriage insurance!

Priscilla & Bob Keogh
NFP International, Dickinson
701-483-9630
keogh@goesp.com
($70 for 3 class series, including materials)

• Modern methods of NFP are based on the readily
observable signs of fertility present in each cycle
(primarily cervical mucus, but also temperature, changes
in the cervix, and other signs). So any woman regardless
of the regularity or irregularity of her cycles can use NFP
effectively.

• NFP has no harmful side effects.

(Cost for a 3-class series in CCL is $135.
Materials included. You may search for upcoming
classes and register online at www.ccli.org )

(Cost is approximately $250 for full course of instruction.)

Kevin & Tammy Martian
Couple to Couple League, Mandan
701-471-1549
tammy.martian@gmail.com

Physicians Supportive of NFP:
Laura Archuleta, MD
St. Alexius Center for Family Medicine, Mandan
701-667-4600 or 1-877-530-5550
Danuta Komorowska, MD, MPF, & TM
Great Plains Clinic, Dickinson
701-483-6017
Louise Murphy, MD
Mid-Dakota Clinic Gateway, Bismarck
701-530-6243

After a lengthy, in-depth study initiated by the
pastors of the five Bismarck parishes, Bismarck’s
Catholic schools have announced the formation of
a jointly-operated Catholic school system.  The announcement came Monday, February 13, 2012, that
the Catholic schools of Bismarck will join together
as the Light of Christ Catholic Schools of Excellence system beginning with the 2012-13 school
year.  
The system currently includes St. Mary’s Grade
School, Cathedral School, Saint Anne’s School and
St. Mary’s Central High School.  The new structure
will improve efficiency and effect joint funding,
finance and operation of the schools.
Each school will continue to provide an exceptional faith based and academic experience through
the system. A national search will begin immediately for a well-qualified Catholic school educator
for the position of superintendent.  The new superintendent will have the credentials and expertise to
build and lead the new system and, over the next
three to five years, implement the system’s strategic

Five Bismarck Catholic Schools
Form Light of Christ
Catholic Schools of Excellence

plan.
The five pastors are committed to this new
model and to the growth of the Catholic schools
in Bismarck. Many details have to be addressed
for both the short and long term in order to accomplish their vision; however, the foundation has
been built.
It is their goal to make the Light of Christ Catholic Schools of Excellence available, accessible and
affordable to all families who wish to choose them
for their children.

Bismarck’s Catholic Schools
Announce Joint System

Joel 2:12-14

With fasting,
with weeping,
and with mourning

with all your heart,

Return to me

Yet even now,
says the Lord,
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